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From the Editor 

 
Although we did not make any Conservation and Environment awards this year, we 

had a fascinating talk from Jack Konynenburg about the origins of architectural 

awards, modern design/designers and previous Civic Society awards (page 8). 

 

Once again we have been enjoying excellent summer weather and a festival season 

in Chippenham!  Monkton Park was the venue for The Rotary Club Art in the 

Park/Dragon Boat Racing.  As well as the colourful and exciting Dragon Boats there 

were opportunities to see local artists (see front cover) displaying and selling their 

paintings, craft tents and art workshops for the children - all in the hot sunshine. The 

River Festival suffered epic thunderstorms but there was a variety of activities 

undercover during the Chippenham Community Arts Festival (see page 13). Also in 

conjunction with the monthly Farmers’ Market, Chippenham hosted a Food Festival 

with stalls all down the High Street (see back page) selling all manner of local and 

exotic goodies.  

Bulletin editor contact details: 
 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 

 National Trust and English Heritage passes 
As a member of Civic Voice, Civic Society members can obtain a one day pass for the 

National Trust.  Apply for the pass (one day pass per group member) by writing to Gill 

Roxborough, Civic Voice, 60 Duke Street, Liverpool  L1 5AA, enclosing a stamped 

addressed envelope, with contact details and stating you are a member of Chippenham Civic 

Society.  This pass is transferrable and can be given to friends and family if you are already 

a member of the National Trust.   The English Heritage Pass is available to download by 

visiting www.tinyurl.com/civicenglishoffer14.   The pass can be used between 1 April and 

30 June and 1 September 2014 and 31 January 2015.  The pass is valid for one visit per 

Civic Voice member and is intended as a personal benefit therefore not valid for use as part 

of a group visit.  This pass is not transferrable.  Where members do not have internet access 

the pass can be obtained by request with a stamped addressed envelope sent to Civic Voice, 

60 Duke Street, Liverpool L1 5AA 

 

 

.  
 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
http://www.tinyurl.com/civicenglishoffer14
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CHIPPENHAM MARKET IN THE 1950s 
 

In this article for the Bristol Evening World  reporter Gary Usher took his pen and 
photographer Len Smith his camera to Chippenham on Saturday 31 January 1953  
 

 
 

Portraits of some of the farming personalities at Chippenham Market. Above (from left to right) Mr W J Payne of Warmley; Mr R 
Parkhouse; Mr W Pile of Lopcombe; Mr E Wilkins of Swindon; Mr J Britton of Swindon and RSPCA Inspector J Hussey 

 

It is possible that many strangers walk down the main street in Chippenham and 
never guess that one of the busiest livestock markets in the West is proceeding not 
50 yards away.  To this salesyard come dealers in cattle from all over the Midlands, 
the London area and South Wales, not to mention the Bristol district as well. 
 
Farmers in their hundreds attend the auctions conducted at the market by two firms, 
Tilley and Culverwell, and Thompson, Noad, and Phipp, and many of these farmers 
work big acreages.  There is Mr L E Pullin, for instance, one of a well-known farming 
family who handles 800 acres at Dyrham, milks 100 cows and raises brussels 
sprouts for the Bristol market by the twenty acres.  Veteran agriculturalist W H Minty 
of Yatton Keynell, brisk and hearty at 75, feeds 250 sheep before coming to 
Chippenham and talks over old times with a retired friend Mr J Reynolds of 
Rodbourne. 
 
There is often a famous bowler hat at the market too, covering the head of a 
Warmley man, Mr W J Payne who is a regular ’marketeer’ and usually brings his 
friend Mr J Britton, also of Warmley, to see the selling.  The Rector of Tormarton, the 
Rev. W R Thomas, is a man with a keen eye for good farm stock and, equipped 
against the weather with a duffle coat, he also comes to market and is to be found 
nearby when Mr W E Stevens sells the pigs.   
 
Art is not forgotten either. To Chippenham Market 
come the students to sketch the stock and Miss P 
Bodenham gets busy with pencil and block while a few 
paces away (see right) Mr B W Smith, corn merchant, 
runs through his fingers a sample of oats from farmer 
A T Farthing’s farm at Avebury. 
 

Messrs, N G Doel of Chippenham and A W Doel of 
Laycock, prominent in the NFU and A L Down of 
Biddestone, discuss (pictured left) the prospects  
for farming in 1953, while another NFU man Mr O 
Sealy, Chairman of the Stanton Branch, meets 
fellow members near the ring.  
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One of the busiest men on the market days is Mr R Parkhouse who is in charge of all 
the activities.  He finds time for a brief chat to another well-known figure, Inspector J 
Hussey, of the RSPCA, whose pet abomination is sticks in the hands of small boys – 
and who can blame him? 
 
Market is combined business and pleasure.  Mr A Hardwicke, of Stanton Prior, 
shares a joke with Mr R Fussell and Mr W Frappell as the bell clangs to announce 
yet another selling session, and Mr Charley Wilkins, a cattle dealer known all over 
the West, compares notes with Mr W Pile of Lopcombe. 
 
The cattle, sheep and pigs come and go in their hundreds in this market, tucked 
away in the centre of the busy Wiltshire town.  One steps from the main street 
straight into the country atmosphere of the auction and the grading centre, and then 
back once more into a land of smart shops and cafes.  You can visit two worlds in 
the space of five minutes at Chippenham on market days and it is a trip well worth 
taking even for a townsman. 
 
Editor’s note:This article was 
provided by Mr Stevens whose 
family was  involved in the 
Chippenham market. He explained 
that the photo on the right (Mr W E 
Stevens selling pigs) was taken on 
the spot where the statue of the Calf 
is now standing! I’m sure many 
members have memories and 
interesting stories of the market and 
it would be excellent to receive any 
information. 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership matters 
 

 Welcome to our new members:  Phil Cozens, Chippenham and 
Frances Alexander, Chippenham 

 
 For those not at the AGM: The Treasurer, Roger Backway, advised 

members that Civic Society subscription rates that have been held at 

the same level for the past few years would increase from £11.00 to 

£12.00 with effect from January 2015.  In response to a member’s 

query it was stated that the constitution allowed the executive 

committee to approve the rise.  

 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to 
join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee – an excellent way to find out about Chippenham past 
and present. See more details on page 23 

 
 If you would prefer to receive your Bulletin by email as a PDF version 

please let us know at chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk


6 

 

 

COMMITTEE NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN              Isabel Blackburn 

 
In response to a number of requests over the last few months for members to come forward to 

swell the ranks of our Committee, I am pleased to report that Sally and Colin Lynes contacted 

us, and came to meet us to find out how it all works.  We must have passed the test as they 

have both agreed to be co-opted on to the Committee which is very encouraging.  Our other 

new member is Marilyn Stone who obviously knew us of old through Mike and has now 

decided to join us - see more below.  This makes our Committee interesting in that we have 

three married couples in post and hope there will be no disagreements over the breakfast 

table!  There have been some other changes, too, and as we are in the process of re-thinking 

our Committee roles, we would like to tell you about it.  

 

At the last meeting, Don Little, announced that he has decided to stand down.  Don was a 

very effective Treasurer and Membership Secretary for many years and has also been our 

Archive specialist.  He now feels that he would like to concentrate more on his many other 

interests.  Luckily he says he will still be available for consultancy, and access to his pictures 

will still be available.  We would like to thank Don for his valuable contribution and wish 

him well with his other activities.  We shall still see him at our monthly meetings. 

 

Roger Backway is also leaving his front line duties as announced at the AGM.  Marilyn Stone 

has taken on the role of Membership Secretary and Lisa Baddeley-Chappell has agreed to be 

Treasurer for a year until November 2015 so many thanks to her.  I am pleased to say that 

Roger is planning to retain his role as ‘Special Projects and Roving Trouble Shooter’, which 

will be good as we shall still have the benefit of his enquiring mind and dogged 

determination.  I would like to thank Roger for his important efforts in so many areas, still 

continuing. 

 

Sally Lynes has taken over from Lisa as Minutes Secretary and Colin Lynes has agreed to be 

Treasurer Elect, assuming responsibility from November 2015.  Welcome to Marilyn, Colin 

and Sally and thanks to you all for volunteering for roles so swiftly. Have a good summer! 

The Committee is now formed as follows: 

Isabel Blackburn  Chairman, Publicity, Vision Group , Heritage Open Days, Posters 

Marilyn Stone Membership Secretary, Bookings for Rotary Hall and Borough Lands  

Owen Pennell  Secretary, Bulletin distribution, Vision Group 

Roger Backway  Vision Group, Blue plaques, Community News for Gazette, Projects 

Mike Stone  Social programme 

Lisa Baddeley-Chappell  Treasurer  (until November 2015) 

Prue Backway  Bulletin Editor 

Jennifer Rudd  Planning, Catering, Vision Group 

Geoff Barrett  Website 

Colin Lynes Treasurer elect from November 2015 

Sally Lynes Minutes secretary 
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CHIPPENHAM VISION MASTERPLAN 
  
The Civic Society continues to be a member of the Chippenham Vision Board. The 
Chippenham Masterplan has now been completed and following public consultation 
now only requires the formal agreement of the Board to be formally adopted as a 
Wiltshire Council Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). The Plan provides a 
strategic analysis of Chippenham including social, transport, retail and leisure 
aspects. It then segments the centre of Chippenham and its immediate surrounding 
area into a number of zones. Each area is then thoroughly analysed in terms of 
issues, opportunities and development guidelines. 
 
Together with the Conservation Area Management Plan it provides a powerful legal 
framework to ensure that any proposed developments are not piecemeal, badly 
thought out or harmful to the character of the town. Indeed it should help to 
encourage the right sort of development that the town needs. If Chippenham 
achieves Business Improvement District (BID) status – see page 17 of May issue – 
this will also help.  
 
The Masterplan can be viewed on the Chippenham Vision website 
www.thechippenhamvision.co.uk  then click on documents menu. 
  
Note: The Masterplan only covers Chippenham Town centre and its immediate 
surrounding area. The housing allocation issues are therefore not part of the plan 
and are being addressed separately by Wiltshire Council as a Chippenham Site 
Allocation Development Planning Document (DPD) – see page 18 of the May issue 
for details. 
  

 *************************************************************************** 

 
 

 
 

The entrance to the Neeld Hall after its previous redesign – see plans for the upgrade on page13 

http://www.thechippenhamvision.co.uk/
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Letters to the Editor 
 

Re: Wendy’s cat 
 
With reference to the article in the May Bulletin regarding Wendy’s Cat and a 1947 
recipe, Wendy was Wendy Beale.  
 
Her Mother was Mrs Joan Stopford-Beale who was very well known in the town. 
More recently Wendy has attended reunions of Chippenham Grammar School 
pupils. Her married name is Franklin and I think she lives in or near Plymouth.  If 
anyone is interested in contacting her I may be able to get details. 
 

Andrea Cloke by email 
Re: Annual Heritage Lecture 

 
Another memorable evening!  Thank you very much for the Civic Society side of 
things.  The donations for the Church Fabric amounted to £89.70 which was 
great.  Thank you to everyone. 
  

Liz Stokes, Chair of the Friends of St Andrew’s by email 
 
Note from our Chairman, Isabel Blackburn: This year’s lecture by Richard Broadhead 
was a fascinating talk on Chippenham soldiers in World War 1 and included an 
excellent film recording more details about the soldiers and their experiences during 
the conflict.  A good time was had by all (who were able to go). 
  
 *********************************************************************************************** 
 

The ‘Not Awards’ evening! 
 

 
 

The House that Jack Built – previous award winner 

 
This year the Committee decided not to make any Conservation and Environment 
Awards because there was an insufficient number of projects of the required high 
standard. Instead, on Tuesday 20 May the Civic Society was treated to an 
entertaining talk by architect Jack Konynenburg (see his house pictured above). By 
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illustrating various forms of architecture worldwide, he explained how through design 
buildings made a statement which could be political, social or humorous. He then 
gave this a local perspective with an interesting overview of Conservation projects in 
Chippenham over the last few years.  Nominations for Conservation and 
Environment Awards for 2015 are now open so please forward any suggestions to 
the committee. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

CIVIC SOCIETY CONCERN OVER STREET SIGNAGE AND ROAD 
MARKINGS 

  
The Civic Society has been concerned about the poor state of road signage and 
road markings in Chippenham. Many signs are in poor condition and road markings, 
particularly crossings are very worn. 
 
We had a meeting with Richard Dobson, Community Coordinator for Highways at 
Wiltshire Council.  Using the Hungerdown Lane area as an example we showed him 
many examples of poor signage and markings.  As a result signs and markings in 
this area are to be improved over the next few months.  We also pointed out the very 
poor state of pedestrian crossings, particularly outside Chippenham Library.  He said 
that crossing markings have to be 80% obliterated for them to be repainted!  The 
council rely on Balfour Beatty, their contractors, to monitor the state of signage in 
Chippenham – they have one person dedicated to this task.  He clearly is not being 
very effective.  Members who have concerns about their own areas are encouraged 
to contact Richard to arrange a site visit. His details are below 
 
 
Richard Dobson 
Community Co-Ordinator - Chippenham  
Local Highways |Highways & Transport 
Wiltshire Council | 36 Lancaster Road|Bowerhill | Melksham 
Wiltshire | SN12 6QT 
 
T. 01225 712829 |  
E Mail: richard.dobson@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

But on a good note ......... 

 
 

WORK ON STATION BRIDGE TO START IN SEPTEMBER 
  
It has been confirmed that work is due to start in September on the replacement 
pedestrian bridge adjoining the railway station.  It will have lift access to the station 
platforms.  Completion is due by March 2015. The Civic Society objected to the 
design and also the colour scheme.  There have since been some minor changes to 
the design.  We are pleased to report that, following our objections, it will now be 
painted in traditional green and cream Great Western colours rather than the horrible 
battleship grey that was originally proposed. 
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CIVIC SOCIETY SUCCESSFUL IN LISTING LIBRARY & YELDE 

HALL AS ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE - The Localism Act 2011 

Under the Localism Act 2011 communities can ask the council to list certain assets as being 

of value to the community.  If an asset is listed and then comes up for sale, the new right  

gives communities that want it 6 months to put together a bid to buy it.  This gives 

communities an increased chance to save much loved shops, pubs or other local facilities. 

Parish councils or local community groups can nominate both privately and publicly owned 

assets which meet the definition of community value. 

A building or land in Wiltshire Council’s area can be listed as an asset of community value if:  

 current primary use of the building/land or use of the building/land in the recent past 

furthers the social well-being or social interests (cultural, recreational, or sporting 

interests) of the local community  

 it is realistic to think that now or in the next five years there could continue to be 

primary use of the building/land which will further the social well-being or social 

interests of the local community (whether or not in the same way as before) 

Owners of listed assets cannot dispose of them without:  

 letting the local authority know that they intend to sell the asset or grant a lease of 

more than 25 years  

 waiting until the end of a six week ‘interim moratorium’ period if the local authority 

does not receive a request from a community interest group to be treated as a potential 

bidder  

 waiting until the end of a six month ‘full moratorium’ period if the local authority 

does receive a request from a community interest group to be treated as a potential 

bidder  

The owner does not have to sell the asset to the community group. 

There is also a ‘protected period’ (18 months from the time that the owner notified the local 

authority of their intention to dispose of the asset) – during this time there can be no further 

moratoriums.  

What sort of things can be listed as an Asset of Community Value? 

Assets of community value might include any land or building where the main purpose is the 

provision of public services directly to the public for the purposes of education, health and 

wellbeing or community safety.  

This could include facilities under both public and private ownership, such as: 

 Nurseries and children’s centres  

 Health centres, surgeries and hospitals  

 Parks and open green spaces  

 Sports grounds 
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            Theatres and cinemas 

 Swimming pools and lidos  

 Community centres  

 Youth centres  

 Village shops  

 Village pubs  

The Yelde Hall and the Library 

 

The Yelde Hall and the Library are both owned by Wiltshire Council although the former is 

leased to Chippenham Town Council and both fulfil the criteria set out above. 

 The Civic Society was recently successful in getting them listed as Assets of Community 

Value.  Getting them listed provides an element of protection for their future use in that the 

owners (Wiltshire Council) cannot dispose of them without letting the local authority know 

and providing a community interest group the opportunity to submit an expression of interest. 

This six month moratorium does provide valuable breathing space that prevents the owners 

from making a hasty disposal for some alternative use. This is particularly relevant given the 

current debate about the proposed Chippenham Community Campus and the possible 

incorporation of the library within it.  

The listing in no way obligates the Society (or any other community group) to make a bid to 

take over the buildings.  It is better to think of it initially as something similar to granting of 

listed building status and the establishment of a cooling off period for options to be explored 

if and when the situation of sale or disposal could arise. 

Assets of Community Value status lapses after 5 years and then needs re-application. 
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CHIPPENHAM TRAGEDY - 4 MEN KILLED BY WALL             Des Allen 

 
Whilst  tending to a relatives grave at Chippenham cemetery I noticed an adjacent 
gravestone inscribed in memory of three men killed in an accident in Foundry Lane 
in August 1943.1 

 

 

 

Intrigued by what had happened I eventually uncovered a press cutting from the 
Wiltshire Gazette.2   This described the incident in which four, not three men as I 
originally thought, were crushed when a trench they were in collapsed on them.  The 
men, three Irish, James Connery, Maurice Flynn and Patrick Fraher were buried in 
the same plot and Robert McClachief a Scot was buried in an unmarked grave close 
by. 
 
An inquest was held and reported on in the Wiltshire Gazette which set out the 
details of the accident.3   The trench was dug as part of a new sewer scheme for 
Westinghouse and the contractor was Downing, Rudman & Bent of Chippenham.  
The original line of the sewer as confirmed by the borough surveyor, Clifford Phillips, 
in his statement was to have run inside the brick boundary wall of the Wiltshire 
Bacon Company.4   Unfortunately there was a large amount of steelwork stored, 
belonging to Westinghouse, in the area which could not be moved.  An alternative 
route further into the Wiltshire Bacon Company’s land was refused as this may have 
compromised future development of this area by the company.  It was then decided 
to position the sewer in Foundry Lane parallel to the brick wall. Trial holes were dug 
and a water main was found to pass through the proposed line of the sewer so it was 
moved closer to the wall with tragic consequences.  The inquest recorded a verdict 
of “Death by Misadventure”.  It was reported in The Dungarvan Leader, a newspaper 
in Co Waterford, that compensation was paid to the widow of one of the men and his 
children.5   
 
References: 1. Photographs of gravestones, 2 Wiltshire Gazette press cutting 12

th
 August 1943, 

3 Wiltshire Gazette press cutting 19
th
 August 1943, 4 Statement to inquest  of Clifford  Phillips, 

Borough Surveyor, 5 Dungarvan Leader press cutting 15
th
 April 1944. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF NEELD HALL IN 2015 & POSSIBLE ARTS HUB 

 
Cllr Sandie Webb invited Roger Backway from the Civic Society and Andy Thatcher from 

Chippenham FM Radio to the Tourism, Events, Heritage and Marketing Committee meeting 

of Chippenham Town Council on 9 July.  Both Andy and Roger are members of the Arts and 

Culture working group mentioned in the May Bulletin. 

 

The meeting was chaired by Sandie Webb and one of the topics on the agenda was the 

Development of the Neeld Hall.  It is to have a makeover costing around £500,000 which will 

include the following: 

 

 a. Provision of retractable tiered seating in the hall 

 b. The former Baby Boots building to be used for dressing rooms, scenery storage 

 c. Foyer to be created by joining Town Hall reception and Chippenham Community & 

                Visitor Information Centre 

 

The hall is to be renamed "The Neeld - Community & Arts Venue".  A planning application 

for the work is expected shortly.  Subject to planning permission, work is to start immediately 

after the folk festival in June 2015 and complete in September 2015.  The hall will be closed 

during that period.  

 

Andy and Roger both addressed the Council and made the point that the new foyer would be 

an excellent space for a physical arts hub for Chippenham.  It could for example be used as 

an art exhibition space and other small temporary exhibitions.  It could also be a drop in 

centre for arts and culture related activities and their promotion.  The councillors took note of 

our submission - we hope that they will take these views into consideration as the Neeld Hall 

project gathers pace.  There is a council working party that is masterminding the 

development.  It was suggested that Andy and Roger could be members of that working party 

so that there could be some community input.  Disappointingly this suggestion was declined 

by the committee.  However, Meril Morgan, the Arts Development Officer at Wiltshire 

Council, chair of the Arts and Culture working group, is also a member of the Neeld Hall 

working party and so should be able to provide the liaison between the two groups. 

 

Watch this space! 

 

*************************************************************************** 

 
Chippenham Community Arts Festival 

Chippenham was treated to three days (from July 18-20) of drama, music, dance and visual 

arts with the Community Arts Festival springing up at the Cause Arts Centre/Yelde Hall/St 

Andrew’s Church Hall/Citadel and other venues.  Chippenham and District Artists were 

invited to exhibit and paintings were on display at three venues around the town: Chocolate 

Frost, The Museum and Heritage Centre and Revolutions.  This was an extension of last 

year’s drama festival organised by Hardenhuish School drama teacher Duncan Ellis and 

Laura Graham-May, of Rag & Bone Arts, and they hope that it will snowball into something 

bigger to establish Chippenham as a vibrant place for the arts.   
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Chippenham Civic Society 40th Anniversary celebrations 
 

The celebrations marking 40 years of Chippenham Civic Society will kick off with a 
half day programme of talks at the Yelde Hall on September 27.  The event is free 
but, as there is a limit on seating, admission will be by programme only. All 
programmes must be obtained in advance from The Museum and priority will be 
given to members. The Chippenham Horse Drawn Fire Engine (see November 2010 
Bulletin) will be on display and more displays will show the achievements of the Civic 
Society since 1974. The Mayor of Chippenham has been invited to open the event. 
 
The Yelde Hall will subsequently be open each Thursday through to Saturday 
throughout October so we hope that many people in Chippenham will be able to see 
what has been achieved in the town by the Civic Society over the last 40 years. 
 
Programme for 27 September 
  
10.00 -10.30 am        Welcome and registration. 
  
10.30 -11.15 am        The Archaeology and Building of the Yelde Hall - Mike Stone 
 
This session will be looking at the early history of the Yelde Hall  
  
11.15 -12.00 pm        'The Yelde Hall in War and Peace' - Dr Kay S Taylor  
 
This session will to look at the following aspects of the Hall: its use by the 
Chippenham Company of Volunteers and for Civil Defence, its adaptations and use 
by the Fire Brigade, its transformation to become the town's Museum in 1963 
including some of Dr Taylor’s personal recollections as a volunteer warden at the 
Museum in the 1990s and the photos taken just before it closed in 1999.  
 
12.00-12.30 pm        Fire Fighting in Chippenham – Ron Priddle (tbc) 
 
As we have the historic Chippenham Horse Drawn 1840s Fire Engine on display we 
hope this session will explain its history and use in fire fighting in Chippenham 
  
12.30 pm onwards   Free time to view the fire engine and other visual displays 
  
13.00                            Doors open to the public  

 
Programmes (free to members, non-members £2) will be available from The 
Museum from Monday 1 September. 
 
Exhibitions 
 
The displays will trace the timeline from 1974 – 2014 and focus on the three aims of 
the Civic Society to: inform, educate and influence. The achievements of the Civic 
Society, including the campaigns, major projects, awards and Blue Plaques, will be 
grouped under the relevant aim so everyone can see how successful Chippenham 
Civic Society has been throughout the last four decades.



15 

 

BOOK REVIEW:   

CARRY ON COPING Dairy of a Doctor 1942-1945 by Joan Hickson  
Ex Libris Press ISBN 978-1-906641-61-0 Paperback 253pp £9.95 

 

April's Civic Society meeting was treated to a talk by Ruth Skrine about her mother Dr Joan 

Hickson who was a GP in Chippenham during WW2.  Ruth has recently published a book of 

a diary that her mother kept during that turbulent period.  The talk took the form of a series 

extracts from the diary read by Ruth and her sister.  This was preceded by a commentary on 

the context of the extracts.  It was an entertaining double act and prompted many present to 

buy copies of the book.  The diary makes a fascinating read and works on several levels. Joan 

Hickson was a person with very forthright views about national and local politics, the church 

and local goings on in Chippenham.  This comes across very strongly in the diaries and there 

are vivid accounts of the effects of the bombing of Bath on the work of medical profession. 

The tasks of a doctor in Chippenham in the days before there was an NHS will come as a 

surprise to many of us used to the welfare state.  The diary is also a vivid contemporary 

commentary on the progress of the war.  Dr Hickson does not pull her punches and her 

comments on daily news reports from both the Western and Eastern fronts at the time make 

the diary particularly interesting since we now have the benefit of hindsight. 

 

I thoroughly recommend this book - it is a minor classic and deserves a place in the same 

league as Kilvert's Diaries. It can be purchased from Chippenham Museum and Heritage 

Centre or direct from the publisher Ex Libris Press (www.ex-librisbooks.co.uk ).  The article 

in the Wiltshire Gazette about the talk is reproduced below.     RB 

 

       

http://www.ex-librisbooks.co.uk/
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 PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 
The Hamlet 14/04566/LBC 
Plans have been submitted for a single storey rear extension with glazed link to main 
house. 

 
St Paul’s Church 14/04658/FUL  
Application for permission demolish the much used Church Hall and erect 5 
dwellings. 

 
 41, The Market Place 14/05129/FUL 
Application approved for change of use from A1 Post Office to A2 financial and 
professional services. 

 
2, Market Place 14/05479/FUL 
Application for the conversion of 2 storey house (behind former jewellers) to 2 self-
contained flats. 
 
The Causeway14/05280/LBC 31 

Application to demolish outhouses and build an extension, as well as internal 
alterations.  This small house has become very dilapidated so this work is to be 
welcomed. 

 
Former Royal Mail Sorting Office, Station Hill  
Planning permission has been granted to convert the ground floor into a retail unit 
with offices above.  Sainsbury’s is to open a store here with limited parking nearby. 

 
12, The Causeway 
The development of this important site in the conservation is now complete and the 4 
flats are occupied. It is a great asset to the area. We look forward to seeing the 
house behind completed soon.  
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Core Strategy: ‘At least 2,625 new housed to be built in Chippenham.’  
Decisions are to be made as to where and what to include. There are problems with 
the roads in the town and a new road is needed which means enormous numbers of 
houses are needed to make it viable. 

 
NB: In November 2014 there will be a public consultation on the draft of 
the‘Chippenham Site Allocations Development Plan Doc.’  
  
 
Middlefields Site, Hungerdown Lane 

There has been some uncertainty about the future of the Middlefields Site (on the 
corner of Bristol Road/Hungerdown Lane), a 5.6 acre site owned by Wiltshire 
Council. The following information has been obtained from Wiltshire Council 
following a Freedom of Information Act (FOI) request where the following questions 
were asked by the Civic Society. 
  
What is the future of the Middlefields Site?  
A paper was due to be submitted to the Council’s Capital Assets Committee on 21st 
November 2013 for a decision about the use of the Middlefields site. This proposal 
was based on the tenders submitted in May 2013 for a specialist care home, extra 
care facility and other specialist accommodation for people with disabilities. 
  
The Council withdrew that paper before the meeting as the proposed use of the site 
was not viable. The proposal was therefore not considered by the Capital Assets 
Committee and Members have asked officers of the Council to look at alternative 
sites in Chippenham.  
  
 Has a developer and operating partner been selected?   
No 
  
What is the proposed use for the site?   
The site will be offered for sale on the open market. The Council is not stipulating 
uses in the marketing process and all bids will be judged on their merits. Naturally 
any proposal will need to secure planning consent and the successful bidder will 
need to undertake a consultation exercise with the community in the usual way. 
  
 When is a planning application expected?  
Towards the end of the year 
  
It is a matter of some concern that this information has not been made public and 
that it took an FOI request to elicit this information from Wiltshire Council, particularly 
the change in policy which appears to have been made out of committee. In the last 
few weeks a For Sale sign has appeared on the site. The most likely future use is 
probably housing and the Civic Society will monitor the situation. 
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Chippenham Museum News     Melissa Barnett 

 

 
 

We've had another busy and successful few months. In April we were delighted to receive 

Museum Accreditation. This is the professional standard awarded by the Arts Council. Our 

volunteers and Friends joined us to celebrate and were formally thanked by the incumbent 

Mayor Sylvia Gibson and Desna Allen, Chair of the Town Council Tourism Events & 

Heritage Committee.  A packed programme of special events and activities followed. We are 

particularly proud of our association with the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust who 

commemorated the closing of the Chippenham Canal 100 years ago with plans to develop 

Pewsham Locks, a special heritage day and workshops in the museum. 

 

 
 

First World War Centenary Commemorations are in motion. We are working on a research 

project about the Red Cross Hospital which was based in the Neeld Hall. Next year there will 

be a special exhibition in the Yelde Hall, “Loyalty and Unity.” In which we will tell the story 

of those who worked in or were treated at the hospital. A county wide initiative “Wiltshire at 

War: Community Stories,” has been launched. This exciting project invites local people to 

explore and share stories about how the First World War impacted on their lives at home. 

These contributions will shape a series of community exhibitions, which will tour museums, 

schools, libraries and community venues, with accompanying activities and talks. Stories 

gathered will be preserved for the future and be available to everyone on a dedicated website. 

www.wiltshireatwar.org.uk  

http://www.wiltshireatwar.org.uk/
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The Friends of the Museum continue to support the museum. They have recently purchased a 

watercolour of Yatton Keynell Manor House for the museum and town. It is by local artist 

William Walter Wheatley (1811-1885). 

 

 
 

 

The regular “Collectors Corner” is organised by the 

group. This quarter we are happy to display Goss 

China from Don Little’s Collection (pictured left). 

 

 

 
 

The friends also organise regular collector’s sales in 

the Yelde Hall 

 

...and in July hosted an "Old Time Music 

Hall." 
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A large community project entitled “Seeking Saxon Chippenham” will place Chippenham in 

its rightful place in the history books. 

 

During 877-878AD, Alfred, King of Saxon Wessex was celebrating Christmas at his royal 

hunting lodge in Chippenham. During those celebrations and the months immediately after, 

Alfred's experiences and decisions are amongst the most decisive turning points of English 

history. These events gave him the opportunity to lay down the foundations of the English 

state as we have it today and earn the distinction of "Great." The town of Chippenham played 

a major part in those events, not once, but twice. One could say that England was born in 

Chippenham! 

 

Little physical evidence of the site of Saxon Chippenham has 

been excavated, as most modern development takes place on 

the outskirts of the town. As a result, very few 

archaeological digs have ever taken place in what is thought 

to be the extent of the Saxon town. 

 

 
 

 

We can guess from documentary evidence that the town had two large wooden buildings, the 

Royal Hall and Church. Other town buildings would probably surround a market place. The 

fact that Saxon kings stayed here, and that Alfred had to besiege it for twelve days to capture 

it from Viking settlers indicates that it was certainly surrounded by a fortified wall. 

 

 
Archaeological excavations in gardens in the Causeway and the Market Place have recently 

recovered handmade Saxon pottery dating from the 7th to the 9th Century, part of a Saxon 

"Clay loom weight" and a bronze writing stylus. 

 

 
 

At our recent Festival of Archaeology the BBC 

Antique Road Show's Marc Allum launched our 

"Seeking Saxon Chippenham" Project. He has also 

offered the museum team the opportunity to excavate 

his front garden, which is near the Church, to seek 

Saxon foundations. 
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Other partnership projects include “Museum at Night” with the Rag and Bone Theatre Group 

 

 
 

 “Museums at Night” is an exciting venture 

recreating the past and bringing history to life!  

 

“Maud Heath tells her story”- an exciting       

re-enactment (pictured left) 

 

Maud Heath's Causeway is a pathway which 

rises above the Avon floodplain on sixty-four 

brick arches, as it carries an undistinguished 

country road between Bremhill and Langley 

Burrell. 

 

 

...and guided walks around the town exploring the history of Chippenham. 

 

Find out about the history of Chippenham with Chippenham Museum’s Guided Walks. 

Starting at the Buttercross in town, we walk to the river and follow its course around the 

town, discovering some of the bygone times of Chippenham. 

 

 
 

...Plus our online initiatives including Facebook and 

Twitter  ʻʻHistory of Chippenham in 100 Objectsʼʼ. 
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HERITAGE OPEN DAY 2014 - CHIPPENHAM MASONIC HALL 

 

 
 
Once a year, in September, Heritage Open Days take place nationally, enabling places 

generally not open to the public to be made available during one weekend.  This year, the 

Chippenham Civic Society has arranged a visit to the Chippenham Masonic Hall on Sunday 

14 September, and we hope that you will note the date and come along on the day. Many of 

you will be familiar with the building in the picture, tucked away at the back of Iceland.   

 

The visit will offer a rare chance to visit this interesting building, discover its spectacular 

interior  and learn some facts about Freemasonry, which is not a secret society but like many 

groups does have private meetings.  It is planned to have static displays, as well as members 

on hand to show people around.  It will be possible to learn what Masonry involves, what 

charities it supports and to meet members of the organisation from Chippenham and the 

surrounding area.  

 

Further event information on access details etc is available on the Heritage Open Days site:  

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/directory/masonic-hall-chippenham 

 

The event will take place on  

Sunday 14th September, 10:00 - 17:00 at 

Masonic Hall, Emery Lane, Chippenham, WILTS. SN15 3JP 

 

No prior booking is required. Entrance is free to the public.  Just turn up between the hours 

above.  Located between the car parks of Tesco and Iceland it is the beige coloured building, 

surrounded by dark railings. 

 

 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/directory/masonic-hall-chippenham
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2014 
 Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting 
at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 

August no meeting 
 
September 27th 

Celebrating 40 years of Chippenham Civic Society – more details on page 14.  This 
half day event will be in the Yelde Hall on Saturday morning.  Admission by 
programme only (members free, non members £2) available from the Museum from 
1 September. 
 
October 21st  

Bill King’s talk ‘On Two Wheels’ will recount The Story of the Bicycle in Chippenham 
and Wiltshire  
 
November 18th  

Nicholas McCamley will be talking about the Government Underground Activities in 
Corsham 
 
December 16th 

Annual Christmas Event.  This year Marc Allum and Lisa Lloyd from the BBC 
Antiques Roadshow will be presenting a Christmas Antiques Quiz.  More details on 

the arrangements in the November issue 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £11 per year per household (£6 
per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Town Hall, 
Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. Copies can be 
purchased from the Museum and Heritage Centre and from the membership 
secretary, Marilyn Stone (contact details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 30 September 2014 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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The Chippenham Food Festival (see page 3) – the High Street packed with 
stalls selling a veritable feast of goodies to eat and drink! 


