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From the Editor 

 
We think this photo (see right) shows our youngest 

member?  It is our granddaughter obviously engrossed 

and enjoying the last issue of the Bulletin! 

  

Our Annual Awards evening was another success with 

12 awards being made for 9 projects.  See the article on 

pages 8 – 10 and the back cover. As a result of the 

awards we are delighted to welcome Ryan Peare, from 

Jamie Buck Architectural, on to the committee. 

 

Bolehyde Manor (see front cover) was open as part of the National Gardens Scheme 

and we were able to catch up with our previous President, Earl Cairns and his wife 

Amanda, who are spearheading the Rally Against The Range – see page 6 & 7. 

 

Bulletin editor contact details: 
 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 

 
Chippenham Site Allocation Plan 

 
Wiltshire Council has approved the Chippenham Site Allocation Plan which now 
goes to the Secretary of State. If, as seems likely, it is endorsed, this opens the 
door for around 2,500 new houses around Chippenham by 2026 as well as 
proposed country parks along the River Avon and a new Eastern Link ring road 
between the A4 and A350.  
 
Once planning consultations commence, Chippenham Civic Society will seek to 
be involved in ensuring that the developments are of high quality and make a 
positive impact on improving the retail, leisure and environmental aspects of the 
town and its surroundings. 
 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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A TRIBUTE TO OWEN PENNELL                                 Robert Blackburn 

 
Owen Frank Pennell, who died on 24 May 2015, was a former Chairman and longstanding 

and valued member of the Chippenham Civic Society.  He had filled every role except that of 

Treasurer, and for some time organised the distribution of the Buttercross Bulletin.  He was 

born on 12 February 1946 in Portsmouth and both his father and uncle worked in the 

dockyard there. He trained as a printer, moving to London in 1968, after six months travelling 

to Europe to celebrate the end of his printing apprenticeship. Owen met his future wife, Mary 

Ruddy, at a party on 6 December 1968. Mary was one of fifteen student nurses sharing a 

house in East Acton at the time. They married at Kingston-on-Thames on 18 October 1969, 

and moved to Plymouth, where Mary had a place to train as a midwife, and then as a Health 

Visitor. She has said that discussing her training and work with Owen began his lifelong 

interest in helping the community. 

 

Owen had left school  at fifteen with no educational qualifications, and much later spent four 

years at night school to obtain his ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels. He was turned down for training as a 

social worker - that is, a residential social worker and a worker for the National Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC).  Later on, he was interviewed for a job as an 

Assistant Probation Officer. On the day, Owen said that the deciding factor was the revelation 

that both he and his future employer, Peter Fellowes, were wearing bright red socks.  From 

that point, matters went well, and he obtained Home Office sponsorship to train as a 

probation officer, taking a Diploma in Social Work, with Probation Option, at Kingston 

Polytechnic (as it then was) in the late 1970s.  

 

Following this, Owen became a probation officer in Chippenham, and was seconded to 

Swindon as a Court Welfare Officer in 1984, where, according to Mary, he found his 

professional home and his professional voice. In 1992 he moved to Avon C.C., remaining 

there until his retirement in 2008, aged 62. He and Mary were married for 45 and a half years. 

Their daughter Hannah married a Catalan, and she and her family live in Barcelona. 

 

Conservationist causes such as Greenpeace and the 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society were 

seriously attractive to Owen Pennell, and he became 

a passionate supporter of both. After seeing an 

interview on the Terry Wogan Show, he became the 

Wiltshire ‘Free John McCarthy’ spokesman and 

fundraiser.  For fifteen years he worked each winter 

with a team of volunteers in Vincient’s Wood, 

Chippenham, to keep it clear and healthy and to 

encourage wildlife diversity.  After his retirement he 

joined Oxfam, working there 3 mornings a week as 

well as regularly collecting books from the 

Sainsbury book bank.  From 2007 until his final 

illness, he was a National Trust volunteer as a 

Warden at Brownsea Island, the wildlife sanctuary 

in the middle of Poole Harbour in Dorset, with its 

fine views of the Purbeck Hills.  

 
Photo on left was in the Gazette when Owen was battling to 

save the sale of the main Post Office in Chippenham. 
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Owen collected books on the Beatles, the St Ives artists, the figurative painter Beryl Cook, 

Private Eye annuals, and a whole series of the Bedside Guardian annual collections. He had 

considerable DIY and gardening skills, and the remarkable garden that he and Mary 

developed over the years at their house in St Paul Street, Chippenham, is there to prove it. He 

was a fortunate man in so many ways, especially in the loving support he received from his 

wife and daughter, both of whom spoke eloquently at his funeral at Semington Crematorium.  

 

Owen was a most agreeable and friendly man, with a ready smile, who enjoyed the company 

of others, and whose presence in groups was always welcomed.         

                                                                                                               

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launch of the Chippenham BID 
 

As reported in the Gazette and Herald an early morning business breakfast event organised by 

the Chippenham Business Improvement District (BID) at the Rivo Lounge proved a 

resounding success, with 75 attendees representing a range of stakeholders including the local 

business community and regional organisations, as well as media and newly elected MP 

Michelle Donelan.  

At the event the Chair of the BID board Melody Thompson gave an overview of the process 

that led to the BID being approved, followed by an update from BID Manager Carolyn 

Brownell on progress so far, as well as initiatives planned. The presentations concluded with 

a Q&A session and informal networking by attendees. 

Speaking during the networking session, Michelle Donelan MP said “This has been a good 

event with a fantastic turnout of a broad range of businesses and vested interests in the town. 

It has showcased just how passionate people are about Chippenham and the fact we have so 

much potential, not only in what we can offer, but also in our people.  I’ve always thought 

Chippenham doesn’t market itself very well and there has never been a coordinated effort to 

address this. The BID is challenging that problem and giving Chippenham a voice and at the 

same time putting the town on the map. We are the gateway to the south with wonderful 

transport networks and we have a lot to offer, but not enough people know that. The best way 

the town can work is by listening to the business community and their ideas. The BID can 

CHIPPENHAM OXFAM 
 

As mentioned above Owen was a valued member of the team of volunteers at the 
Oxfam Shop in Chippenham.  They asked for the following message to be included: 
 
“Owen was a regular and much appreciated volunteer at the Chippenham shop 
and we miss him greatly.  The loss of such a valuable member of the team means 
there is a pressing need for someone to help with (some) of the tasks he 
undertook.  As well as photographing and listing items for sale on line, we need 
help to visit the OXFAM Book Bank on a weekly basis, and transport the bags of 
donated books and music to our shop in the town centre.  The Bank is situated at 
the J Sainsbury store on Bath Road.  Any help would be greatly appreciated – if you 
are able to help, please ring Chippenham 447061 to speak to the Manager, Karen, 
or pop into the shop at any time” 
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bring it all together to give people the town they want, which in turn will create jobs and 

bring more people in.” 

Others who spoke included David Andrews of Visit Wiltshire, Helen Osbourne, Manager of 

the RSPCA Charity Shop and Rachel Terry, Manager of The Citadel Hall.  They all praised 

the positive initiatives already being delivered and the fact that the BID is bringing together a 

range of organisations and giving coordination, galvanisation and impetus. 

Independent businesses were well represented including Lottie Dodd of Is That Sew? and 

Faye Matthewman of Phase Patch Craft.  Ms Dodd said “The BID team have done well this 

morning to make clear what the intentions are. Obviously it’s a long term project and difficult 

to address every single concern, but I’m very optimistic about the BID. There are some great 

businesses starting up and Chippenham is a great place to live. If we can change the image of 

the town, business will improve, more businesses will come, and empty units will start to 

fill.” 

Carolyn Brownell, BID Manager concluded, “We are absolutely delighted with the turnout 

and the overwhelming positive response shown. There is a real feeling of the Chippenham 

community pulling together behind the BID and with a real commitment. As we press on 

with initiatives it gives the BID team a great deal of added impetus to know that people are so 

supportive of what we are doing.” 

 

 

UPDATE ON THE RANGE - THE FIGHT GOES ON 

 
The following is the latest from the action group Rally Against The Range and is from their 

website www.rallyagainsttherange.co.uk 

 
“It is almost a year since the ‘Range’ Application burst upon the scene and galvanised us into forming 

the Allington Action Group.  At the time the Developers thought it was a ‘Done Deal’ and that 

following a short and successful application campaign they would now be 3 months into the 

construction of the 20 acre shed.  How wrong were they?  Thanks to all your support, 1718 signatures 
on this website alone and over 1800 objection letters – an unprecedented amount – on the Council 

Website, the Developers are still struggling to get the Application heard by the Strategic Planning 

Committee. 
 

Determination – dates come and go 

 
The big news is that the last scheduled Determination Day, 15 July, has gone with no ‘Range’ 

Application being considered. So, with no meetings of the Strategic Planning Committee in August 

(holidays) the earliest that the Application could be Determined is 23 Sept! While this is good, it does 

not mean that the ‘Range’ hasn’t gone away yet and all of the propaganda aimed at forcing the 
application through because the Warehouse was needed quickly is clearly not true.  Indeed the 

‘Range’ Warehouse at Cribbs Causeway is on a 6 year lease ending in 2020 and with the recently 

applied fresh lick of paint and new signage it doesn’t look as though they are planning to move any 
time soon.  This means that the Campaign to Stop the Range continues. 

 

 

 

http://www.rallyagainsttherange.co.uk/
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Reasons they MUST Reject 

 

 We know that the Developers are most afraid of the Archaeology. The scheduling as a 

National Monument of the considerable remains of a Romano-British Farm in the middle of 

the site continue to prove a potentially costly and time consuming barrier to development.  

The National Monument is protected by Law and despite the developers challenging the 

scheduling we have heard nothing to suggest a change of status. 

 The Council’s own staff as we reported in May still reject the proposed development; 

 Conservation Office.  No change – rejects the Application 

 Urban Design. No change – still thinks it can’t be hidden 

 Ecology Officer. Even more stridently against the Range 

 Tree Officer. Still not happy 

 Sustainable Access. Thinks the plan is barking 

 The Council commissioned Grimley Report, as we reported in May, roundly rejected the 

application for failing both the Sequential and Impact Tests regarding retail development.  We 

are surprised that given the strength of this report that the Application has not been 

withdrawn.  Given that the report cost the Council £30K, ignoring it would seem like a 

misuse of public funds. 

Recent Activities 

 

 The Highways Agency (HA).  Their interest is entirely with the Strategic Road Network and 

in this case J17 of the M4.  Sadly, they have finally pronounced in favour of the application 

provided shift changes do not occur at rush hours.  We know that the vehicle movement 

figures provided by the Development are unbelievably low and we will continue to press for a 

review by the HA. 

 Air Pollution. Pollution of all kinds remains an issue but especially with ‘air’ where there are 

legal requirements to be met. Measurements taken by the Rugby Club in 2012 showed results 

close to the legal limit.  We are pressing for the Council to conduct more tests opposite the 

proposed site so more accurate predictions can be made.  The Council has a duty of care in 

this! 

 Economic Benefit Statistics.  We continue to work with the Officer of National Statistics 

(ONS) who are the legal guardians of these measures of economic benefit.  We suspect that 

the figures used by the developers are grossly exaggerated and are in the process of proving 

that. 

 An attempt in the production of the Chippenham Sites Allocation Plan to relax the Core 

Policy on access onto the A350 was spotted by one of the team, publicly challenged and the 

proposal withdrawn. The means that the Application still fails the Site Access requirements. 

 

SUMMARY 
 

The Range developers have not given in and we must assume that they are settling in for the long 

haul. Well, so are we and we will continue to probe for chinks in their armour.  Once again many 

thanks for your staunch support – we couldn’t keep the fight going without you” 
 

The Civic Society fully supports this campaign and is in touch with the organisers of 

Rally Against the Range, particularly Howard Ham and Amanda Cairns (see page 3).  

We are confident the case against the Range is overwhelming.
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Annual Conservation & Environment Awards 2015 

 
Chippenham Civic Society hosted its Conservation and Environment Awards 
evening in May.  This important annual event is held to recognise notable 
improvements to the built environment in the town in the last year.  Architect Jack 
Konynenburg gave an amusing and informative presentation outlining the 
background to the awards and the impact the Civic Society has had on 
improvements to the town, the many buildings that have been enhanced and 
rejuvenated over the years and the individual efforts of home owners to restore their 
houses and surrounding areas.   He then described each of the projects that had 
been awarded certificates of merit this year and the reasons behind the awards.  
This year the Society has been able to make twelve awards to nine projects which 
were very varied - a mixture of public and private initiatives - some large, some 
small.  They are pictured below, on the following pages and for The Cause on the 
back cover. 

 

 
 

Rivo Lounge, Su Bennett - stylish 1950s façade 
 

 
                                                       
                                                 Somerford House, 12 The Causeway,  
        John Swales/Jamie Buck Architectural/J&J Masonry Contractors - reconstructed stone front                     
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Annual Conservation & Environment Awards 2015  
 
 
Sainsbury’s shop, Station Hill 
 
Chippenham 2020/Edward Heard 
- valued local facility with creative 
use of structural elements from 
old sorting office;  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
18 St Mary Street 
 
Paul Cozens and residents/Jack 
Konynenburg Architect - reshaping 
of drive and landscaping at rear of 
property 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Barley Mow, Lowden Hill 
 

Alan Somerville - fine 
reconstruction of retaining wall 
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Annual Conservation and Environment Awards 2015 
 
 
 
 
Calf Sculpture 
 

Richard Cowdy - beautiful and 
realistic sculpture giving pleasure to 
all 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
46 Malmesbury Road 
 

Paul Lorimer - elegant replacement post 
copings 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Buttercross Inn, Market Place 

 
Nicole and Paul Johnston - repaired 
façade, new sign and window boxes 
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PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 
 

15/04199/LBC Breton House, 1, London Road 
Permission has been given to convert this important house to residential again after 
many years as offices. This will include some new build and work in the gardens and 
garden walls. 
 
15/05884/LBC 10, High Street (Boots the Opticians and Travel Agents) 

This is an old, timber framed building and some of the timbers need attention so 
there will be repairs to the roof and the facade.  
 
15/06007/TCA Avon Reach 

This application refers to work to be done on the trees in the car parks.  
 
15/05302/LBC 7, High Street (Vodaphone) 
This application is for repairs and decoration to this listed building. Ominously the 
planning application says Vodaphone are looking to make their designs ‘consistent 
throughout the stores nationwide’. However, in this case the front signage is to be 
retained, refurbished where necessary and receive a deep clean, but there will still 
be a lot of red! 
 
15/01850/FUL Matrix House, Hawthorn Road 

Permission has been given to build four one- bedroom flats. 
 
15/03872/LBC Somerford House, 12, The Causeway 
Permission has been given to convert some existing buildings into a dwelling and to 
rebuild another separate building into two flats. The Civic Society asked for more 
sympathetic design and materials to complement the old building (which we gave a 
conservation award to this year) but this has not been forthcoming. The reason given 
being that as it is only seen from the car park it will be good enough. 
 



12 

 

GREAT WAR MEMORIES                                                               Tony White 
 

The Museum and Heritage Centre’s forthcoming exhibition at the Yelde Hall will 

commemorate the 100
th
 Anniversary of the First World War Red Cross VAD Hospital, which 

was set up in the Town Hall in 1915.  During the following year, the hospital was extended 

into the Neeld Hall. 

 

 
                                        Sister Ethel Vicborne with group of 12 patients in cattle market  
                                         at rear of Neeld Hall VAD Hospital, Chippenham, 1915-1919 

 

The impending display provides an opportune moment to recall the childhood memories of 

the late Cecil Martin, a former resident of Chippenham from 1915 to 1935. 

 

Cecil’s family had moved to Chippenham from Glastonbury and took up residence in Ivy 

Road.  His father William had been appointed manager of the local branch of the Prudential 

Assurance Company, whose offices were located at the junction of Foghamshire with The 

Bridge.  The family later moved to Rowden Hill in 1932. 

 

Cecil’s reminiscences and observations of his early years in Chippenham were initially 

published in The Buttercross Bulletin in 1996.  The first part of his recollections vividly 

recalled the dramatic scenes in the town, resulting from the Great War.  They are reproduced 

below, telling their own poignant story. 

 

Chippenham at War 

 

When the Martin family settled in Chippenham, the Great War had been in progress for just a 

few months.  Young Cecil Martin was barely 2 at the time but during the next 4 years, the 

repercussions of the war would create a tremendous impact on the minds of Cecil and his 

contemporaries.  It overshadowed everything and there were constant reminders: men in 

khaki uniforms complete with puttees; German prisoners of war in the High Street, marching 

off to designated work assignments; countless stretchers being ferried to the Neeld Hall; 

numerous soldiers gathering around the Town Bridge wearing hospital blue uniforms.  The 

limbless and the disabled were to remain an indelible memory. 
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Three soldiers were billeted in the Martin household at Ivy Road.  This was a frequent 

occurrence as the War Office had powers to lodge soldiers in civilian accommodation.  From 

Cecil’s bedroom window the main railway line was plainly visible.  Hospital trains were 

often seen.  Army lorries with their solid tyres were parked along the frontage of the Town 

Mill, waiting to transport war casualties from the station to the temporary hospital set up in 

the Neeld Hall. 

 

At nearby Yatesbury, the Royal Flying Corps had established a flying training school.  On a 

pony and trap visit to the area, Cecil saw for the first time in his young life flying machines 

just over his head.  This was pure magic to a 4 year old who, like so many of his generation, 

had never seen the likes of such activity before. 

 

In 1917, Cecil’s father was medically examined for military service.  He was 38 years old and 

had been a life long sufferer of acute asthma.  He was rejected as unfit by the Army Medical 

Board in Devizes.  By 1918, Cecil was established at Ivy Lane School and well remembers 

the “buzz” which swept around the school on November 11
th
 when the war ended.  “Many of 

the teachers wept with joy” said Cecil, “As we infants were given pick-a-back rides in the 

main hall.” 

 

Armistice night itself was celebrated with a torchlight procession.  Torches were made from 

empty tins nailed to short carrying handles and stuffed with fabric soaked in paraffin.  

“Judging by the numbers in the procession” Cecil remarked, “The Nestles factory was 

probably short of a few hundred tins by the next morning.”   

 

 
The crowd at the Peace Celebrations for end of World War I, Market Place, Chippenham, 1918 

 

The parapet over the entrance to the Angel Hotel was crowded with wounded soldiers and 

nurses.  The feeling of utter relief that at last it was all over was very profound.  Later 

celebrations included a tea party for the town’s children in the Neeld Hall.  A German 

howitzer gun, captured as a war trophy, stood in the recess outside the Neeld Hall.  Cecil 

often wondered what became of it. 



14 

 

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM BECKFORD                                     Dr Amy Frost 

 

The Curator of Beckford’s Tower & Museum gave the Annual Friend’s of St Andrew’s 

Heritage Lecture in June. Below is a digest: 

 

Born to great wealth and endowed with precocious 

talent, William Beckford (1760-1844) was a 

character around whom legends grew.  He spent 

his life writing, travelling, collecting and creating 

extraordinary buildings.  

 

Beckford was born in 1760, the only child of 

powerful politician Alderman William Beckford 

and Maria Marsh, granddaughter of the 6th Earl of 

Abercorn and member of the prestigious Hamilton 

family.  When he was just under ten years of age 

Beckford’s father died and he inherited an 

immense fortune generated by the family sugar 

plantations in Jamaica. 

 

Extremely intelligent and well educated, as a 

young man Beckford developed a passion for 

collecting and began to fill his family home, 

Fonthill House in Wiltshire, with what would 

become one of the greatest collections in England.  His collection continued to grow while he 

travelled on his Grand Tour of Europe, and his experiences abroad led Beckford to develop 

strong ideas about literature, architecture, art and nature that were highly influential to the 

development of British aesthetics. 

 

Beckford returned from his Grand Tour in 1781 when he turned twenty-one and following a 

decadent and extravagant coming of age party he wrote Vathek, an exotic oriental gothic 

novel.  Written in French, Beckford gave the work to someone else to translate, but 

continually changed and altered the text until it was eventually published without his 

permission in 1786.  He quickly published his own edition to prove his authorship and 

Vathek became highly influential on the emerging Romantic Movement. 

 

Beckford married Lady Margaret Gordon in 1783, but a year later was involved in a scandal 

with William Courtney, heir to Powderham Castle in Devon.  Beckford and his wife went 

into exile abroad but following the birth of their second daughter Lady Margaret died in 

1786.  Beckford spent the next ten years travelling on the continent, writing journals of his 

experiences and collecting more treasures for Fonthill.  He returned only occasionally to 

England until 1796 when he began to plan a gothic garden building that became Fonthill 

Abbey. 

 

Following the Powderham scandal Beckford became increasingly obsessed with his ancestry 

and employed genealogists to support his belief in his descent from almost all the royal 

families of England and Scotland.  His coat of arms had 36 quarterings and he frequently 

incorporated heraldic devices from it into the design of his interiors, furniture, objects and 

book bindings.   
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By 1797 plans for Fonthill Abbey had grown to such a scale that he began to consider it as 

his new principal house.  Designed by the architect James Wyatt, early versions included a 

tall spire, and a short squat tower resembling a tomb in the Monastery at Batalha that 

Beckford had visited while in Portugal.  The tower collapsed several times during 

construction but by 1800 a final version of the design was settled upon and in 1807 Beckford 

demolished Fonthill House to raise funds for completing the Abbey. 

 

 
 

His obsession with building and collecting led to Beckford becoming massively in debt and 

in 1822 he sold the Fonthill estate, including the Abbey and much of its contents, and moved 

to Bath.  In 1825 the Abbey tower collapsed again and over twenty years stood as a ruin until 

it was largely demolished in 1846.   

 

 

Beckford moved to No. 20 Lansdown Crescent in Bath 

and immediately set about purchasing land on 

Lansdown Hill and altering his home to display the 

collections he had brought with him from Fonthill.  In 

1826 he began working with the architect H. E. 

Goodridge on the design for a tower at the top of his 

garden.  Completed in 1827, Lansdown Tower became 

Beckford’s personal museum and gallery.  Until his 

death in 1844 Beckford would ride daily to the Tower 

to study his collection, ascend the staircase and sit in 

solitude contemplating the surrounding landscape.   

 

When Beckford died in 1844 the Tower and Gardens 

were sold to a Bath publican. Beckford’s daughter, the 

Duchess of Hamilton, was horrified to discover that her 

father’s retreat was being used as a beer garden and 

promptly bought it back, passing it to the Rector of the 

Parish of Walcot in Bath. The Tower became a funerary 
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chapel and the Tower garden became a cemetery. The Tower was sold in 1972 to the late 

Leslie and Elizabeth Hilliard, who in 1977 established the Beckford Tower Trust whose 

object was to maintain for public benefit the buildings, features and objects of historical and 

architectural interest relating to the life of William Beckford. Since 1993 the Tower has been 

one of the museums run by the Bath Preservation Trust. 

 

The Tower is open March – October on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays, 

10.30am – 5pm.  For more information visit www.beckfordstower.org.uk  

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have you seen this new logo around the town?  Connected aims to link the local 
community, businesses and visitors within Chippenham. 

 
Membership matters 

 Welcome to our new members:  Christopher & Dory Scott,   
Ryan Peare and Jenny & Chris Norris - all from Chippenham 

 
 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to 

join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee.  A good way to find out about Chippenham past and 
present.   See more details on p 23 

 
 Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic  PDF version  - please let 

us know at chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.beckfordstower.org.uk/
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Heritage Open Day 2015 – Saturday 12 September 
 
As reported in the May Bulletin we are delighted that Jack and Jan Konynenburg 
have agreed to allow their house to be open to the public, on behalf of Chippenham 
Civic Society, as part of the Heritage Open Days 2015.  The house will be open on 
Saturday 12 September from 10 am – 4 pm.  Entry will be in small groups so please 
be patient if you need to wait for a tour. 
 
We are very grateful to Jack and Jan for allowing us access and as it is a private 
house I’m sure everyone will treat it as they would their own home.   
 

 
 

Front elevation of the house today  

 
The house was also open as part of Heritage Open Days in 2007. By way of an 
introduction to this year’s event the following extract is from an article that appeared 
in The Buttercross Bulletin Issue 26 (Winter 2007/2008 on pages 18/19). 
 
“Heritage Open Days - Victoria Place Proves Popular 
 
Jack Konynenburg’s home for the 21st century, proved to be a popular attraction for 
our Heritage Open Days events, tempting a regular stream of visitors. 
 
Jack’s development of Victoria Place, off Gladstone Road, actually comprises two 
town centre houses completed during August this year (2008).  Together with his 
partner, Jan, Jack occupies the two-storey house, whilst his mother Meta lives in the 
adjacent single-storey dwelling.   
 
With an abundance of new town centre housing in Chippenham springing up in all 
sorts of unlikely places, the developers have invariably played safe, by designing a 
pastiche of Medieval, Georgian or Victorian styles to ‘fit in’. When Jack acquired the 
site at Victoria Place, such a scheme already had planning permission, with two 19 th 
century-style semi-detached houses, uncomfortably positioned at the centre of the 
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site. Located to the rear of 35 Gladstone Road, a listed property awaiting 
development, the design principle for the new scheme moved entirely away from 
current practice, despite lying well within the conservation area.  Rather than build in 
the middle of the site as originally proposed, the new plans envisaged filling the 
entire plot with sculptural form around a circular courtyard.  The result being a pair of 
compact houses which provided novel living spaces, unusual views and a welcome 
central space. 
 
Partly sunk below the existing ground level for reason of privacy, the two-storey 
“upside down” property has bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchen and dining area and 
garage/workshop on the lower floor with large living space above.  The adjoining 
house is entirely single-storey with a combined living, dining and kitchen area with 
two bedrooms and shower room. 
 
The Main house has a glass block clad spiral staircase to the first floor living area, 
with both properties having domed roof lights.  Each house has a walled private 
courtyard at the back with a shared courtyard to the front planted with a single tree to 
provide a focal point. All single storeys have been unified to accommodate a highly 
visible “green” roof with Sedum planting.  
 

 
Ground-floor plan showing layout of rooms 
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Revised plans for the site were submitted in 2005.  The planning authority welcomed 
the radical proposals as an innovation in Chippenham.  Construction began the 
following year although not without problems. The lowering of the ground floor 
required the construction of a difficult retaining wall coupled with damp-proofing and 
drainage complications to be overcome.  The curved form and unusual roof, together 
with the stair tower arrangement, were also intensely complex to construct.  The 
main contrctor, however, LifeSpace Solutions Ltd., overcame all the predicaments 
with great ingenuity. 
 
Whilst such structures may not be to everyone’s liking, Jack and Jan’s new house 
together with Meta’s next door are both compact, soft and welcoming in the heart of 
town.  Light and airy with townscape views, the properties are close to people and 
activity but still quiet and serene. A world away indeed from housing estates and 
terraced ranks, which however, serve the vast majority with residential needs.” 
 

 

STATION FOOTBRIDGE BEHIND SCHEDULE 

 
The completion date for the new footbridge and lifts at Chippenham Railway Station is well 

behind schedule. It was planned to finish by the end of July 2015 - the onsite information 

boards still say that!  As can be seen by the photograph below taken in mid July some of the 

prefabricated sections of the bridge are now in place but there is much work still to do. A 

Network Rail on site engineer commented that "unforeseen problems had been encountered 

but that the main structural works should be completed by the end of August. The lifts would 

then be installed and the bridge should be fully operational in time for Christmas". 

 

 
 

On a positive note, the green and cream colour scheme recommended by the Civic Society 

has been adopted.  When completed the bridge, although not particularly attractive, should 

blend in with the listed station buildings rather better than the original Network Rail design 

that was proposed. 
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COLLECTING AT CHIPPENHAM MUSEUM                         Melissa Barnett 

 
The Museum cares for more than 30,000 objects, plus a large archive of photographs and 

ephemera. This collection ranges from Palaeolithic hand axes from the river gravels of the 

Avon to plaster pigs from Harris’ bacon factory. All have a connection to Chippenham or the 

surrounding villages.  

As an Accredited museum service, we have policies which guide the collecting of these 

objects and, if necessary, their disposal. This ensures that our collections are relevant and 

cared for in the best way .We do not collect zoological specimens as this requires specialist 

knowledge and Archaeological artefacts are only collected from Chippenham within as 

agreed with the relevant authorities. We work closely with experts at the Swindon and 

Wiltshire History Centre and our colleagues in other Wiltshire Museums to make sure that 

everyone has access to professional advice.  We collect these objects and archives in several 

ways - by donation or gift; by purchase; by transfer from another museum; or from a legacy 

in a will.  We are grateful to both The Civic Society and Friends of the Museum who have 

kindly purchased items for the museum. 

 The most recent purchase was a 

local watercolour entitled ‘Victorian 

Archery at the Ivy’ dated 1870 by 

Alex Rooke who lived there at the 

time. This is a rare & interesting 

documentary painting (signed ALEX 

ROOKE 1870) depicting archery at 

The Ivy, a house at Chippenham in 

Wiltshire dated 1870 (see left).  It 

was painted by the British Army 

officer Alexander Rooke who served 

with the 77th Regiment of Foot and 

is listed as owner of The Ivy.      

 

 
 

                                       

                                  The Committee of the Friends of the Museum Group with the new purchase 
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We were also delighted to recently receive the foundation stone from the final mill to be 

erected on the site by the town bridge. This bears the date 1817. The stone had been safely 

stored at Mill House, 1 New Road since before World War II. This property was once the 

home of the Collen family who operated the flour mill from 1837-1948 and is now home to 

Goughs Solicitors. After reading about the stone in Kay Taylor’s recent book on the history 

of the mill Goughs kindly donated it to the museum where it is now on display. 

Emma Taylor (right), Partner in charge of 

the Gough’s Chippenham office, presents 

the stone to Melissa Barnett (left), Curator of 

the Chippenham Museum and Heritage 

Centre.  
 
Emma Taylor said “The stone is an integral 

part of Chippenham’s heritage and should 

rightly be displayed within the museum”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another very recent donation has been of a Robin Tanner etching, The Old Thorn, from an 

anonymous donor.  This is particularly exciting and welcome as it is the first in our 

collection.   

Once accepted into our collection, all donated objects are legally owned and insured by 

Chippenham Town Council, and are cared for according to recommended museum standards. 

They then have to be cleaned or conserved, repaired, catalogued, photographed, researched 

and then either stored, or interpreted and displayed. This work is expertly overseen by our 

Collections Officer Linda Gordon who joined the museum in November 2014. Linda is ably 

assisted by a team of ‘behind the scenes’ volunteers who range from the local NADFAS 

group to young people on work experience .Special thanks must be given to our experienced 

regular volunteers who work so hard for us.                     
 

 

 

 

Our ‘backroom boys’ are seen here with 

our award for accreditation. 

 

From left to right: Clive, Nick, David, 

Don, Anton and Colin 

 

Photo © D&D Carrington 

Photographers 
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 Linda Gordon is sitting on the Town’s fire 

engine which was restored so successfully 

with support from the Civic Society and is 

now on display in the Yelde Hall. Linda is 

holding a new acquisition, a fireman’s brass, 

crested dress helmet belonging to Albert 

Edwards, who served with the Chippenham 

Fire Service between 1920s and 1940s. This 

was purchased by Chippenham Town 

Council from his nephew, Roy Cox. Albert 

is seen in the picture above right (middle 

row 3rd from right).   

Photo © Diane Vose – Gazette and Herald Newspaper from the Chippenham Museum Collection. 

We have also recently received a number of local agricultural 

items following the closure of the farm museum at Lackham such 

as the whey collecting bowl (seen right). This includes items 

connected to dairy farming and cheese making.  

Unfortunately, it is not possible for all our objects to be on 

display at any one time but objects which are not on display can 

be made available for private research by appointment.                                   

 If an object does not meet the requirements of our collecting policy, then we may contact 

you to ask if you are happy for it to instead become part of our handling collections. The 

handling collections are a vital part of the Museum's learning programme, as they give 

schools, community groups and individual children and adults a wonderful opportunity to 

gain a direct hands-on experience with a real piece of history. We can also offer advice if you 

need help identifying or caring for an object or antique. However, please note that we are not 

able to provide valuations.  If you would like to donate an object to us, please contact the 

museum giving as many details about the object as possible. A member of the Collections 

team will then contact you to discuss your object. We are also open every day except Sunday 

when a member of staff will be happy to discuss your item. 
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2015 
 
 Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting 
at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 

August 
No meeting 
 
September 15th  

Caribbean Slaves in North Wiltshire. Nigel Pocock will give an illustrated talk.  
 
October 20th  
Wiltshire Wonders.  Mrs Dina La Vardera, author of The Little Book of Wiltshire, will 
talk about some fascinating facts concerning the county.  This was deferred from 
April and replaces the talk advertised in the programme. 

 
November 17th 

Stanley Abbey.  Dr Graeme Brown will describe the history of this monument and its 
relationship with Chippenham. 
 
December 8th  

Annual Christmas Event.  Kim Hicks will introduce ‘An Audience with Jane Austen’.  
More details on the venue and arrangements in the November issue. 
 
Suggestions for future talks are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or any 
committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £12 per year per household (£7 

per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Chippenham 
Town Council, Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. 
Copies can be purchased from the membership secretary, Marilyn Stone (contact 
details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 30 September 2015 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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Conservation and Environment Award - The Cause, The Causeway  
Norma and Fred Guscott - beautifully reconstructed replacement finials 

 


