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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the August edition of the Buttercross Bulletin.  
 
Despite a few false starts it seems that summer is finally with us. What better time to do 
all those jobs in the garden? This is somethings the volunteers from the Ivy Wildlife 
Garden will certainly be doing and you can read all about the garden and their work on 
page 11.  Summer is also a great time to get out and about and explore the local area; 
Dr Kay and Alan Taylor have been doing just that. Read their article on page 8 about 
the pillboxes of Chippenham and how they contributed to the defence of the realm. Also 
in this edition; a synopsis of Jack Konynenburg talk from the 17th May and a report on 
the remedial and restoration work taking place on the Yelde Hall, amongst many other 
things. 
  
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Bulletin and the rest of the summer. 
 
Bulletin editor contact details 
 
Elaine Davis      
11 Parkfields       
Chippenham      
SN15 1NX  
Tel: 01249 445945     
elaine2archive@hotmail.com  
  
Please contact me if you have any suggestions for items of interest relating to 
Chippenham, past or present, contributions of articles or photos or have any comments 
that you wish to make. 
 

Deadline for contributions to the November edition is 30
th

 September. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 
www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

Like us on facebook /ChippenhamCivicSociety 
 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed by 
contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Civic Society. 

 

 

The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version - please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Planning Matters  
 
Chippenham Site Allocations Plan (CSAP) – Current Status Mid 2016  

Background. The history of the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan, to identify strategic 

sites for employment and housing development in the period 2006-2026 has been a 

long and convoluted one. The initial plan was rejected by Planning Inspector Mr. 

Andrew Seaman in 2013 on the basis that the proposals by Chippenham 20/20 for East 

Chippenham had not been given adequate consideration.  A revised plan was submitted 

by Wiltshire Council that included East Chippenham, but hearings that were 

programmed to take place in November were suspended by Planning Inspector Mr. 

Patrick Whitehead on day two. The Inspector raised concerns about the evidence 

supporting the Plan. The greatest areas of controversy concerned the East Chippenham 

development and the Eastern Link Road while consideration of the other strategic sites 

and other issues were not progressed during the hearings due to their early curtailment.  

The Wiltshire Core Strategy (2006-2026) adopted on 20th January 2015, set the overall 

strategy and scale of growth but allocation of specific strategic sites for Chippenham 

remained unresolved.  Core Policy 10 of the Strategy required that approximately 26.5 

ha of employment land and at least 4,510 new homes are delivered by 2026.   

Revised Chippenham Site Allocations Plan. A revised plan to address the inspector’s 

concerns was published by Wiltshire Council for public consultation during the period 

23rd May until 5th July, 2016. The latest draft plan takes account of the number of 

dwellings that have been built since 2006 and recent planning permissions (including 

resolutions to grant planning permission). These include Hunters Moon to the west of 

Chippenham (for 450 homes and 2.5 ha of employment land) and North Chippenham 

(750 homes and 2.7 hectares of employment land) to the north of Hill Rise and south of 

Birds Marsh which was granted permission on 12 February 2016.  This reduced the 

homes for which strategic sites still have to identified, to 1,780. 

Wiltshire Council now proposes a ‘Mixed Strategy’ comprising two strategic sites 

Rawlings Green and South West Chippenham.  The East Chippenham site no longer 

features in the plan. Wiltshire Council considered that the employment land to be 

delivered with this option would not have been viable until the Eastern Link Road was 

built and this would not be until later in the plan period. The inclusion of East 

Chippenham for development did provide a strategy to fund an Eastern Link Road, 

although the planning inspector expressed concern about its deliverability.  The new 

plan specifies that the route of the link road must be safeguarded but any plan to deliver 

it will not emerge in the current planning period. The same safeguarding will apply the 

route of a southern link road. 

In Rawlings Green there will be 650 houses and 5 ha of employment land. The site 

requires two vehicle access points in order to safely, in traffic terms, deliver the total 

scale of development expected. The link between Cocklebury Road and the B4069 is to 

be open for use, prior to the occupation of the 200th dwelling. This will require 

construction of a bridge over the railway. The road will link up with the road required to 

link the North Chippenham development with the A350. This ‘Cocklebury Link Road’ will 
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also provide a new access to Monkton Park to supplement the Station Hill/Cocklebury 

Lane route. 

In South West Chippenham (land in Rowden adjacent to Patterdown and employment 

land at Showell) there will be 1,400 houses and 18 ha of employment land.  This 

represents an increase of 400 houses over the previous allocation of 1,000 for this area. 

The next stage is to review responses to the public consultation, submission of the draft 

plan to the planning inspector, and commencement of the examination process by the 

inspector, with adoption of the new plan during 2017 dependent on the length and 

outcome of the examination.  

There will be many issues to consider during the coming months:  including the impact 

on traffic on the town’s road network, sustainable transport provision, effect on the 

environment and heritage, the vitality of the town centre, Section 106 and Community 

Infrastructure Levy matters, affordable homes provision, adequacy of services including 

medical, educational and recreational, and ensuring that employment opportunities are 

created in parallel to match housing development. By John Scragg 

 

Skate Park in Monkton Park: Planning Application No. 16/01488/FUL 
 

Below is a letter sent by the Civic Society in response to the above planning application. 
 

The Chippenham Civic Society objects to the planned proposals to build a Skate Park in 
Monkton Park, Chippenham. We object on the grounds of conservation, the loss of 
amenity and the continued reduction of green open spaces. 
 
As housing pressure on the outskirts of the town increases, the need for green lungs in 
the middle of the existing built environment is even more important. In the last 30 years 
Monkton Park has already had to accommodate the Leisure Centre and hard surface 
games areas. While we appreciate the need for facilities for young people, an additional 
unsupervised 24 hour concrete skate park is another piecemeal reduction in those 
irreplaceable commodities of open space and sense of wellbeing that Monkton Park 
gives the many thousands of people who use it throughout the year. 
 
Part of Monkton Park’s special appeal is its versatility as a space that can 
accommodate all types of seasonal functions. Concerts, carnivals, parades, shows, 
festivals, fairs and many other functions are held in its grounds. Historically this has 
been the case for many years and the ability to host such events should be protected 
for future residents. As the town grows the demand will be higher, and if the usable 
space is reduced, then its suitability for community activities will be reduced. 
 
The location of the skate park will cause narrowing and form a pinch point between the 
Olympiad and the river. Pedestrian access would therefore be restricted at large events 
and could well cause problems. 
 
We would like to see the other locations that have been put forward examined more 
carefully and more effort made to use alternative areas that do not compromise existing 
public facilities. People will travel from all over the town so its siting is flexible.  
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We are lucky to have an asset like the River Avon through the centre of town and we 
should be celebrating and enhancing it. This would be another construction that turns its 
back on the river and looses a further part of the tranquil area and public space in the 
town for the use of a minority, however deserving.   By Jennifer Rudd  
 

 

Hathaway’s, Butter Churns and Chippenham          Mike Stone 
 

After the AGM on 15 March four members gave short presentations. The digest of three 
of the presentations appeared in the May edition of the Bulletin. The final talk by Mike 
Stone is below. 

 
Hathaway's Retail Park is a well-known part of Chippenham, which may be due for a 
refurbishment.  The Park takes its name from the Hathaway family who, arguably, 
manufactured in Chippenham the best butter churns to a very high standard in England.  
The Hayes family have given to Chippenham Museum a good many archives and 
artefacts that relate to their family connections.  This article makes use of the archive 
and will give a brief outline of their story as it relates to Chippenham. 
 
The Hathaway family originated in Slimbridge, Gloucestershire where young George 
Hathaway decided that he would become a house builder in the area, however, at the 
beginning of his career he had an industrial accident and was forced to look for another 
career.  He became apprenticed as a white cooper to R A Lister at Dursley, having 
learned his trade he and his family relocated to Chippenham in 1869 where he set up in 
London Road, near Lansdowne Place, a butter churn manufactory.  As business grew 
he outgrew his premises and, in the 1870s, he leased a large part of the old Rowland 
Brotherhood's factory site on the corner of Foundry Lane and Old Road. 
 
With his growing family the business developed rapidly and his main product which 
made his name was the 'end over' or 'over and over' churn.  The churn was expertly 
made by the white coopers and had a small glass window through which the operator 
could see the progress of the cream turning into butter.  The churning process took 
between 30 and 40 minutes and needed a temperature in summer of 55 degrees and 
58 degrees in winter with the addition of hot water.  The butter maker would look 
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through the small glass window and shout out in the kitchen "butter had come".  The 
churn was now opened, cold water thrown in and, after a few more churnings, the liquid 
was poured out which was known as buttermilk. The butter in the churn was then 
removed using wooden scoops and placed on the butter worker which was a flat bench 
with a raised rim and a rotating roller which squeezed out the remaining water.   
 
Hathaway's also produced well made butter workers in their factory.  The success of the 
butter churns and the butter workers grew and soon the company were advertising in 
London catalogues, which led to their products being exhibited at many agricultural 
fairs.  Over the years the family acquired over 30 medals of gold, silver and bronze for 
their excellent products. 
 
All of the 'end over' butter churns have a cast plate on the end which gives details of the 
Hathaway patent and sometimes it gives advice on temperatures to make the best 
butter.  These plaques are now quite collectable and to satisfy demand there are now 
many fakes which turn up at antique fairs. 
 
George Hathaway's son Nicholas worked with his father and moved into motor 
engineering where he set up his own Perfecta works inside the Foundry Lane premises.  
He imported french Darracq cars, which he customised and sold to local customers.  In 
one of the improved Darracq cars Nicholas became the second person in England to 
exceed 100 miles per hour in a non-racing car. 
 
In World War I a large part of Hathaway's factory premises was converted to 
manufacture war munitions in association with Saxby & Farmer in Foundry Lane. 
 
In the 1930s new processes of bulk manufacturing butter caused a rapid decline in the 
need for butter churns.  The company tried a new venture in producing the New Simplex 
Patent Carpet Sweeper, which was described in their catalogue as 'the sweeper of the 
moderns' and by testing 'the supreme home cleaning machine'.  A rare example of the 
Hathaway King Sweeper is in Chippenham Museum, it still works but is heavily over 
engineered, which put the price higher than their rivals.  Production ceased after one 
year and sadly on Friday 12 November 1937 the contents of Hathaway Limited was put 
up for sale by T Powell & Co. 
 
There are still numerous examples of Hathaway's butter churns in museums in the UK, 
South Africa and Australia and the name lives on in Hathaway Retail Park 
 
 

Upcoming talks  
 

A reminder that there are no meetings in July and August. 
 
20th September - Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
Ian Mock – The work of the Bristol Avon Rivers Trust  
 
18th October - Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
Ray Alder – Chippenham VAD’S and the World War 1 Red Cross Hospital  
 
15th November - Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
Bob Clarke – Stonehenge and the Prehistory of Wiltshire  
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The Contribution of Chippenham to the Defence of the Realm, 

1940: The Stop Line Green Pillboxes  
                                                               Dr Kay and Alan Taylor 
Most people are familiar with golf 
courses having bunkers - sand traps to 
catch the unwary golfer - but it is 
unusual to see a military bunker close 
to the green. Nevertheless, Monkton 
Park in Chippenham can boast just 
such a construction on its Golf Course, 
providing an unusual hazard near to 
hole number 6. This bunker is a 
Second World War (1939-1945) 
concrete pillbox. It has a companion, 
now much overgrown, in the back 
garden of a house on Sadlers Mead, 
both overlooking the River Avon. 
These pillboxes are not the only WWII military defences in the area and, although many 
have now disappeared completely, there are still a few scattered across North Wiltshire.  
 
What are they doing there? Who or what were they intended to protect, presumably 
from German invaders? Chippenham is well over a hundred miles from either the south 
coast or London. So what was the purpose of these strange pillboxes? If an enemy 
invasion force arriving on either the east or south coast got as far inland as North 
Wiltshire the country would surely already be occupied and any last ditch heroics would 
be likely to have taken place sooner, and elsewhere. Nevertheless, there were plans for 
small local forces to attack and disrupt any army of occupation, by destroying road 
bridges and communications infrastructure, so these constructions appear to have been 
part of this opposition. In Bob Browning’s 2005 book Ekco’s of Cowbridge there is a 
reference to a defensive line of over 150 reinforced concrete bunkers or ‘pill-boxes’ 
being erected in 1940 to protect Bristol from a land invasion. Browning mentioned five 
concrete bunkers within a mile of Cowbridge House in Malmesbury which he stated 
were part of the Bristol defence route known as ‘Stop Line Green’.1 Armed with a name 
for these constructions it did not take long to locate Major M Green’s 1999 booklet War 
Walks: Stop Line Green2 at the Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre. Then a search on 
the Internet revealed that there is a network of these pillboxes surviving across the 
British Isles and that there is a whole community of people in cyberspace researching 
them, photographing them, and calling for their preservation. 
 
In the immediate aftermath of the evacuation from Dunkirk (26 May to 3 June 1940), 
there was a very real fear that the Germans would invade the British mainland. Adolf 
Hitler issued his Führer Directive no. 16 in July 1940 to set in motion preparations for a 
landing in Britain, code-named Operation Sealion, in order to eliminate England as a 
base from which war could be waged on Germany.3 Much of the success of the German 
war machine on the continent was attributed to their use of tanks to outflank and 
surround local defences. It was therefore decided that anti-tank defence ‘Stop Lines’ 

                                                 
1
 Bob Browning, Cowbridge Publishing 2005, Ekco’s of Cowbridge: House and War Factory’, pp. 53-55. 

2
 Major M Green, Reardon Publishing 1999, War Walks: Stop Line Green. 

3
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Sealion#cite_note-Cox159-4  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Sealion#cite_note-Cox159-4
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would be put in place to slow down the German advance should they reach British 
shores. These Stop Lines were put in place to protect sensitive parts of the country, 
using natural features such as rivers, together with canals, railway embankments and 
cuttings, to hinder the progress of enemy tanks should the feared invasion happen. 
Artificial obstacles in the form of ditches, concrete bollards and gun placements, were 
also to be used to enhance the existing features. The line of each route was decided in 
June 1940, after military reconnaissance, and given a colour-coded identification. 
 

Stop Line Green (SLG), also known as the Bristol 
Outer Defences, was a continuous linear defensive 
position running for nearly one hundred miles in a 
rough semi-circle from Highbridge on the Bristol 
Channel to Upper Framilode on the River Severn. 
This semi-circular route, which passed through 
Chippenham, was to be the last line of defence to 
protect the port of Bristol from attack from the east. 
It would also hinder the advance of enemy troops 
inland should there be a successful landing at 
Bristol itself.  

 
Major Green recorded in his War Walks that the reconnaissance for SLG showed that 
the River Avon was a complete anti-tank obstacle as far up stream as Chippenham, 
after which point it could not be relied on, so local improvements might be necessary. 
As a result, some 226 structures, mainly pillboxes and some anti-tank bollards, were 
constructed along the SLG route. The Wiltshire section of SLG consisted of the 
structures numbered 117 to 195, running through Avoncliff, Bradford on Avon, 
Staverton, Holt, Lacock and Chippenham before going north through Christian Malford, 
Sutton Benger, Dauntsey and Somerford Bridge on its way to Cowbridge House and 
Farm at Malmesbury. From Malmesbury SLG went north over the Cotswold Plateau to 
make best tactical use of the terrain there. Major Green also recorded that ‘according to 
local memory tank trap works in Wiltshire were underway by 7 July 1940’. 
 
The locations of the Stop Line Green pillboxes in the Chippenham area are as follows: 
 

Stop Line 
Number 

Grid reference Location 

167 ST91917189 
 

Rowden Farm 

168 ST91867250 
 

Rowden Farm 

169 ST92427347 28 Sadlers Mead 
 

170 ST92647313 Monkton Park Golf Course 
 

171 ST93327379 Site of Cocklebury Railway Bridge 
 

 
There were a number of different designs for the pillboxes, those most commonly used 
in Wiltshire being types 26 and 29. The type 26 was small and square with the walls 
being 21 inches deep and the external walls measuring ten feet in length. Type 29 was 
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a more elaborate structure with walls 47 inches deep. 
This pillbox was hexagonal, three of its walls being 9 
feet 4 inches long and offering a ‘bay window’ of firing 
points. The two side walls were 11 feet and entrance 
was via the 17 feet 8 inch long rear wall. Both the 
type 26 and 29 were proof against small arms fire and 
the 29 was also proof against German tank guns. 
However, the men stationed inside these pillboxes 
were armed only with rifles and machine guns in 
order to repel tanks! The surviving pillbox on Monkton 
Park Golf Course, and the other Chippenham 
pillboxes, are all of the type 29 construction. 

 
Layout of the Type 29 Pillbox 

 

 

Monkton Park Golf Course Pillbox: Stop Line Green no. 170 

 

 

 
In the event, Hitler’s invasion plan was postponed indefinitely on 17 September 1940. 
The course of the war changed in the aftermath of the Battle of Britain, during which the 
Luftwaffe failed to gain superiority over the RAF, and many commentators believe that 
Hitler became more interested in attacking Russia than in invading Britain.4 With the 
threat of invasion having receded, the network of Stop Lines became an irrelevance. 
Today the surviving pillboxes are little more than curiosities from a bygone age, in the 
main unloved and of only passing interested to casual ramblers in the countryside. 
However there is a network of enthusiasts keen to record details of these relics of 
Britain’s darkest hour5 and it would be a pity if our Wiltshire pillboxes faded from sight 
and mind. 

                                                 
4
 Ibid. 

5
 http://www.ww2talk.com/forum/united-kingdom/28147-stop-line-wiltshire.html 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Facing south towards the River Avon  

 
View showing the blocked access at the rear 
of the pillbox 

http://www.ww2talk.com/forum/united-kingdom/28147-stop-line-wiltshire.html
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The Ivy Wildlife Garden                                       Elaine Davis 

 

Three years ago Terry Carr, resident of the Charter Road area, had an idea to transform 

a neglected piece of land into an area for the shared use and enjoyment of the local 

community. The GreenSquare Group, who manage the 1980’s estate, had reservations 

but Terry didn’t give up and after a year of negotiations was able to secure their 

agreement and work began on the site in April 2014.  

With a small amount of funding and help from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Terry, along with 

fellow residents Jen and Deryck Hanchett and a few other volunteers, began to 

transform the wasteland into a magnificent oasis for residents and visitors alike, now 

known as the ‘Ivy Wildlife Garden’.   

I was fortunate to visit the garden at Royal Close, on a warm lunch time in May and met 

both Terry and Deryck at work amongst the plants. 

“We are here most days,” Deryck told me “at first it 

was really hard work but we can relax a bit more now 

and enjoy the garden.”  

I asked Terry what had led him to campaign for the 

garden? “I was just sick of seeing the same four walls 

and I knew that other people would be the same.  

The housing here is mostly flats so people don’t have 

a garden. I wanted people to have a way of getting out 

and seeing people.” 

                                                                                                                                                             

 

Deryck Hanchett in the Ivy 
Wildlife Garden 
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So how had they gone about planning the garden? “We are often asked how you should 

plan a wildlife Garden,” laughed Deryck “I tell people you should draw it out on a piece 

of paper and then throw it away! You can’t plan something like this, it just develops.” 

“A lot depends on what is available,” added Terry “one of us may say to the others I 

know what we should do, and the others will just sigh, but things always seem to turn up 

when we need it. For instance 

we wanted something to make 

a little seating area for 

children I came down to the 

garden and came across a 

dead tree being felled. We 

were able to make a circle 

with the logs for the children 

to sit on.”  

After the initial Wiltshire Wildlife funding ran out the garden has been self-funded. It is a 

true lesson in recycling. 

“Everything we have here is 

reclaimed.” said Terry as I 

was shown raised beds made 

from salvaged wood and bath 

tubs.  

“You’ll like this!” said Deryck 

proudly as he pointed out a 

cold frame made from a 

shower door.  

 “We have just opened up a community bank account,” Deryck told me “it wasn't easy 

but it does mean we can apply for funding now. We have already been awarded a grant 

of £1000 from Wiltshire area board”. 

Looking around the garden, which is very open and dotted with benches and small 

garden accessories, I was keen to know if they had any instances of vandalism or theft.  

 “Not at all,” replied Deryck “we were told when we started this project that things would 

be damaged but we said if they are broken then we will fix them, but this hasn’t 

happened.” 

“Everyone knows that the garden is maintained by local residents,” Explained Terry 

“therefore people respect it. We have young people in here on an evening who sit 

around on the benches and have a chat but they always leave it tidy. The garden is for 

everyone and we want everyone, whatever age, to enjoy it.” 
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The Ivy Wildlife Garden is obviously very important to Terry, Deryck and Jen, who, out 

of the initial group of volunteers, are the ones who have stuck with the project and really 

made it happen. But as I chatted to Terry and Deryck and wandered through the garden 

listening to the birds I was made very aware of its significance within the community. 

One part of the garden has become an area of remembrance. 

 “We were asked if we could plant a rose bush in memory of someone,” Deryck told me 

“I then burnt the name into a wooden plaque. Since then we have had a few more 

requests so we put a bench close by so people can come and sit.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the hour I spent in the garden, there was a wonderful ebb and flow of local and 

not so local visitors. Two ladies walked through with their dogs and stopped for a chat. 

One lady lived in the area but she had brought her friend, who was visiting, down to see 

the garden. “This is wonderful,” she said “isn’t it great when people care.” 

A regular visitor to the garden is Mrs Christine Bridges. Christine has lived in the top 

floor flat overlooking the garden since they were built.  

“It is wonderful what they have done,” she told me “before 

the garden it was difficult for me to sit outside, I had to 

bring a chair down from my flat and then carry it all the 

way back up again. Now I can just come down and sit.” 

Christine had brought her knitting with her and she told 

me that she was hoping to meet her friend “We have 

become friends through meeting in the garden, I have 

been showing her how to knit and she is going to teach 

me to crochet.”  

 

The Garden seems to be a place for spontaneous learning. Deryck told me of a young 

mother whose daughter didn’t believe that potatoes grew in the ground and they made 

chips. 
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 “We grew some potatoes in a bag,” he said “and when they were ready we cut the bag 

open so that she could see that they had grown in the soil. We gave the potatoes to her 

mum so that she could make chips from them.”  

This family are not the only ones to benefit from the gardens harvest. Vegetables are 

made available to residents and they also supply the ‘Hub’, a ground floor flat in Royal 

Close converted for Community use; for their one pot cookery sessions. 

As well as local residents the garden is used by the Rise Trust for group visits. Terry 

and Deryck have recently made links with the local pre-school ‘Happy Days’ situated in 

the grounds of Ivy Lane School. Deryck proudly showed me a thank you card that they 

had received that morning from the pre-school manager for providing them with a bird 

box. “They are going to bring the children down for a visit” he told me. 

All too soon my time had come to an end and I had 

to make my way back to work. But just as I was 

leaving Deryck pointed to a sign on a notice board 

“That’s what it’s about” he said. 

I was reminded of something that Terry had said 

earlier, “Charter Road has had a bad reputation in 

the past and we want people to have pride in their 

area. If they have pride in where they live they will 

have pride in themselves.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The site of Ivy Wildlife Garden Before 
all the hard work.  
Curtesy of Deryck Hanchett 

                                         And as it is today   

Sign in the Ivy Wildlife Garden Notice 
Board, which reads… 
 ‘This is a farm-acy – Forget those society 
approved manicured and useless green 

Lawns. This is real Health’  
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Sinners and Saints - Can Modern Architecture co-exist with 
Georgian Bath?                                           Jack Konynenburg 
        
There having been insufficient candidates for this year’s Conservation and Architecture 

awards, this question was posed by Jack Konynenburg at the meeting on 17 May, and it 

engendered much discussion.                                                                        

The genteel and beautiful city of Bath, and new development, have been uncomfortable 

bedfellows during the last 100 years. The modern Southgate shopping Centre built in 

the 1960’s received a mixed reception and was demolished early in this century to be 

replaced by a vast pastiche of the Georgian city. Other 1960’s and 70’s insertions were 

even less successful, and the 1980’s saw some unhappy forays into Post- Modernism. 

However some recent schemes may have shown a way forward in the tricky task of 

inserting modern architecture into the city’s honey coloured stone setting. 

So what has been done during the modern era? Has it served the city and its people? 

Are the interventions good, bad, indifferent, or dishonest? Ask any number of people, 

and you’ll get almost as many opinions. Unsurprisingly, this was also the case amongst 

the audience at Jack’s talk. 

Firstly, the Georgian city itself. The uniformity of the colour and details stone facades, 

and white painted woodwork, are feted by millions. Some years ago condemnation and 

shame was heaped upon a resident of a house in the Circus who had dared to paint its 

front door yellow instead of the regulation white. However all this white paint is a 

creation of the late 20th Century- It would just not have been available in the Georgian 

era. Then there would have been a variety of colours- mostly pastels but bold colours 

too. Opinion at the meeting was mixed as to whether the current uniform white, or the 

more authentic variety of hues, would be better. 

Surely Kingsmead House on Charles 

Street opposite Green Park Station, 

once the Ministry of Works and 

telephone exchange, would be on 

everyone’s ‘Sinners’ list. However 

even this building, with its oversized 

grey Mansard roof, was liked by one 

member of the audience. The 

Southgate Centre engendered most 

discussion. Nobody had a good word 

to say about the 1960’s scheme, but 

opinion was mixed regarding its 

replacement. Whilst the quality of the open spaces and streets was praised, it was felt 

on balance that the design of a Georgian pastiche was a lost opportunity for the creation 

of something that belonged to our age. 
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And of course this controversy is hardly new. Originally scorned and described by 

Pevsner as ‘monstrous and 

unbelievably pompous’ the Edwardian 

Empire Hotel facing Pulteney weir is 

now quite liked- especially by the 

residents of the retirement flats which 

it now contains. The whimsical roof 

line depicting a cottage, house and 

castle could be seen as an early 

example of political correctness. 

An unsung hero of 1920’s Bath is the beautifully 

restored Art Deco Komedia building on Westgate 

Street.  Previously the Beau Nash Picture house, it 

was the first purpose designed cinema in the West 

Country, and is now a popular performance venue. 

The nearby Ustinov, part of the Theatre Royal 

complex, has an interesting 1920’s façade with a 

fine high level sculpture called ‘Hopefully’ by Igor 

Ustinov, Peter’s son. 

The top of High Street leading into Northgate Street 

depicts mixed attempts to respond to the classical 

city: from the bland 1960’s Mansard roofed shops 

(above TK Max), the classical replica corner building housing Anthropologie (previously 

Habitat) to the overblown Post Modern ‘Washing Machine’ Podium building  housing 

Waitrose. However at the meeting most derision was aimed at the nearby Hilton, which 

though built largely of Bath stone sits poorly within its surroundings and ignores the 

opportunities offered by the river. 

It is interesting that 

arguably the two most 

successful recent 

projects in the city had 

very awkward and 

controversial beginnings. 

The Thermae Bath Spa, 

by Grimshaw architects, 

was beset by contractual 

problems and a massive 

cost overrun. It is now 

admired both as a fine 

facility and a sensitive 

modern insertion into the 

streetscape, also making creative use of historic spa buildings.  
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And the new Holburn Extension, by Eric Parry architects, though the subject of fierce 

opposition during the planning stage, is now almost universally welcomed as a success. 

Although it is entirely modern, without an ounce of Bath stone, its subtle layering of 

glass with green ceramic tiled ribs manage to enrich the both the parkland setting and 

the classical original. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So have these last two shown a way forward? Let’s hope that their success emboldens 

designers to be more creative in the city, and encourages the planning authority to be 

more receptive to this approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Membership matters 
 

o Welcome to our new members:  Mrs Gail Delahaye – Chippenham, Mrs   
Sandy Collins – Chippenham, Mrs Glyn Overton – Chippenham, Miss 
Angela Miller – Chippenham, Mrs Lavina Butt - Chippenham and daughter 
Mrs Bridget Haines - Lea , Sue and Mike Chislett – Lacock, Yvonne and 
Henry Miles - Kington Langley 

 
It is very nice to see so many new members and we look forward to meeting 

everyone at the next social meeting in September 
 

o Current members are encouraged to invite family, friends and neighbours 
to join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee.  A good way to find out about Chippenham past and 
present. 

 
o If you use social Media don’t forget to Like  us on Face book 
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Bridge Centre Memories - Part 1                                              Rob Catt 
 
Edited by Mike Stone 
 
Many of our members who have recently travelled around the roundabout at the Bridge 
Centre will have noticed that little now remains after the ongoing demolition by Wiltshire 
Council.  The memory of the Bridge Centre lives on in photographs and the many 
stories of members of the community who made use of the centre.  Our member Rob 
Catt has put together two articles concerning bus routes, the building, youth exchanges, 
the Territorial Army and the BBC local radio.  This is the first part of his memories which 
covers a rather unusual subject.  Mike Stone 
 
Wiltshire County Council’s Youth Service Employee and a Local Bus Service - 
Rob Catt 
 
Back in the early 70's Chippenham had a very severe winter and at the same time we 
were informed that the Bristol Omnibus Company had stopped running services in many 
parts of the town.   Other bus companies started to apply for licences for the vacant 
route and that's when I noticed that the route to the Hill Rise area of Chippenham would 
be without a bus service for three months after Christmas.  The Chippenham weather in 
January, February and March was very severe with ice and snow and I decided, as the 
Youth & Community worker for Chippenham, I should try and action the problem.  I 
asked my employer, Wiltshire County Council, if they would allow me to apply for a 
licence to run a bus service every Friday and market day around the Hill Rise route.  
They agreed and I applied, and got, the necessary licence. 
 
The Bridge Centre minibus on the route had to be maintained to a high standard in 
order that local youth groups could use it, so it easily passed the test for the suitability of 
running the bus route.  Mr Alec Galloway, one time teacher of science at Hardenhuish 
School, had recently retired and he agreed to share the responsibility for driving around 
the route on alternate weeks, I took the other week.  From 9.30 am the service picked 
up passengers and delivered them to a stop in the St Paul's area and then at the Bridge 
Centre, after shopping the passengers congregated at the Bridge Centre and were 
taken home.  The return trip left the Centre at midday and the cost was 15 pence each 
way.  Many of the elderly passengers formed an ad hoc club with this bargain fare and 
they travelled as a group once a week. 
 
When the professional bus company took over the route our regular passengers were 
quite dismayed, as many of them had become personal friends, but this wasn't the end 
of the group as the passengers decided to form a Friday Club at the Bridge Centre with 
a charge of 30 pence for attendance each week. 
 
One odd thing happened when this story was featured in the local press.  I received a 
letter from a bus enthusiast asking for a bus ticket, we made one especially for him! 
 
In the next issue of the Buttercross we will continue with Rob Catt's memories of his 
work and service at the Bridge Centre, particularly with the County Youth & Community 
Service. - Mike Stone 
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Early Chippenham Postcards                                 Donald Little 
 

The earliest form of the postcard were called 
Court Cards. It wasn't until a couple of years 
ago that anyone had seen a Chippenham court 
card although they were known from other 
towns and cities.  I was fortunate in obtaining 
one (shown left).    
 
This card was published by local photographer 
John R. Singer who had his studio at 31/32 
The High Street. He was in business from 
1895 to 1899. Later this business was taken 
over by Thomas A. Trotman. 
  
Recently a 
second 
Chippenham 
court card has 
come to light 
which was 

purchased in a job lot at a local auction (shown right). 
This card was also published by Singer and was a view 
not previously seen on a Chippenham postcard. Both 
of these cards were published in the 1890's although 
one was sent in 1900 and the other in 1905. Both the 
cards have the date printed on them of 189… leaving 
the year to be filled in by the sender.  These are the 
earliest recorded dates for Chippenham cards which 
predated the ordinary standard size card by some 8 or 
9 years. Singer was the only known local producer of 
postcards at this time. Nationally picture postcards 
were introduced in1894. 
 

If any members has any cards in this series I would be pleased to see them in order to 
establish any true dates of production. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               A Cabinet photograph by John R. Singer 
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Museum News                                       Curator Melissa Barnett 
 
Exhibitions - From Old Chapel Field  
 
We were delighted to welcome the nieces and nephews of Robin Tanner to the opening 

of our latest exhibition which 
celebrates the life and work of 
the artist Robin Tanner and his 
wife Heather. Tanner’s family, 
who have kindly supported the 
exhibition, have also allowed 
us access to previously unseen 
family collections and archives. 
The exhibition was formally 
opened by art expert Barley 
Roscoe, a friend of the Tanner 
family and former Director of 
the Holbourne Museum in 
Bath. 
                                                

The exhibition will be open until September 17th 2016 
 
Collections 
 

A number of items connected to the Tanner family have been 
donated to the museum. We now hold a significant collection 
of original Tanner paintings and etchings. Importantly we also 
now hold significant collections connected to the Tanners’ 
love of the Arts and Crafts movement and personal effects 
from their home in Kington Langley. 
 
An original Robin Tanner pencil study dated 1950 has been 
purchased for the museum by the Creative Wiltshire and 
Swindon partnership project. The project, which aims to fill 
significant gaps in the modern art collections at the county’s 
history centre and museums, is helping the museum develop 
their art collection 
 

 
Volunteers 
 
The Friends and volunteers of the museum 
reached the finals of the national Museum and 
Heritage Awards. The group were nominated for 
their work on the HLF funded Unity and Loyalty 
exhibition. The group led by Ray Alder and Ann 
Brinkworth helped with research, helped find 
objects and kept the Yelde Hall where the 
exhibition was on display open for 6 days a week 
for 6 months. 
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Friends of the Museum 
 
When the museum celebrated its fiftieth birthday in 2013 the Friends 
of the Museum set out to commission a piece of stained glass art 
work from Peter Berry, a well-known local stained glass artist, to 
celebrate this momentous occasion in both the museum and towns 
history. The target for the completed artwork, including having it 
framed and securely mounted in the museum is £1000, after three 
years of fundraising they are almost there and have launched the 
final fundraising “push” to achieve their goal.  
 
If you would like to support the Friends of the museum to achieve 
this unique piece of art work, please send a cheque, payable to 
Friends of Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre to The 
Treasurer, Friends of Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre, 

c/o Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre. Alternatively you 
can call at the museum with any donation you would like to 
make.     . 
 
Still Seeking Saxon Chippenham  

 
Archaeologists Mike Stone and Clive 
Green continue in their quest to find 
the origins of Saxon Chippenham. For 
the third year they have excavated the 
garden of the BBC Antique 
Roadshow’s Marc and Lisa Allum in 
search of clues.  
 
No Saxon artefacts have been found 
this year but all material unearthed will 
be going to the museum 
 
 

Events  
 
The story of Chippenham’s WW1 Red 
Cross hospital on the 100th annivesary of 
its opening in the Neeld   
 
Tuesday August 9 2016 at 7.00pm  
 
A talk by Local historian Ray Alder The 
Neeld Chippenham Tickets - £2.50 
concessions £1.50 Friends of The 
Musuem FREE (please book) 
 
To book online visit www.neeld.co.uk or 
call the box office on 01249 446699 

Sketch showing Peters 
design for the window 
in progress. 

http://www.neeld.co.uk/
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The Yelde Hall under wraps - Remedial and Restoration Work                                                                  

Part 1 - Preparation                                                  Elaine Davis  

Previous issues of the Buttercross Bulletin from winter 2001 and 2002 reported on 

restoration work carried out on the Yelde Hall.  Issue 101 expressed the hope that the 

work would secure the Grade 1 listed building for generations to come. However in April 

the Iconic building was once again shrouded in scaffolding and protective covering 

whilst it under went remedial and restoration work.  

This latest intervention was prompted by problems with the front elevation, where 

plaster had started to come lose.  Wiltshire based Heritage Restoration were contracted 

to undertake the work, project led by Francis Stacey from F.E.Stacey &Co, who is 

experienced in restoration lime work.  

Exploratory work was carried out to understand why the 

plaster was failing. Although problems were evident it was not 

possible to fully understand them 

until some deconstruction of the 

existing plaster took place. It was 

soon clear that the problems 

were more serious than initially 

thought and the team had to deal 

with the threat of large pieces of 

plaster coming away as they 

worked, the extent of which can 

be seen left and right. 

 

On inspection it was evident that one issue was the original plaster mix lacked the 

addition of horse hair, a vital component to help 

the plaster to bind and form ‘nibs’ which secure 

the plaster to the lathes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A large piece of the failing plaster 

work 

Illustration panel showing ‘nibs’ which 
have formed at the back of the lathe and 

plaster 
Font of the 

panel showing 
three layers of 

plaster 

An ideal plaster mix containing horse hair   
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Nibs also failed to form due to densely packed wool behind the lathes. This had been 

added for insulation but meant that the plaster had not been sufficiently pushed through 

and behind the lathes. It was necessary therefore to reduce the amount of insulation. 

This was a challenging task with the only suitable tool for the job being traditional 

design, hand sheep shears.   

Two pairs of gloves offered only 

minimal protection from painful 

blisters and the work took over a 

week to complete.  

 

 

 

As well as the reduction of the wool insulation, 

preparatory work on the building in the first few weeks 

included the removal of tar from all of the wood. This 

process took the team of three a month to complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the next edition of the Bulletin we follow the team as they restore the building.  
 

Using sheep shears to reduce the 
amount of wool insulation Some of the wool removed from 

behind the lathes 
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Yelde Hall under wraps 
Ready for remedial and restoration work  


