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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the August edition of the Buttercross Bulletin. 
 
This year three important Chippenham groups are celebrating major milestones. 
Chippenham Morris are marking their 40

th
 anniversary, Chippenham Flower club have 

reached their 55th anniversary and Chippenham Town band reformed 25 years ago this 
year. In this edition we celebrate the achievements of Chippenham Morris and the 
Flower Club starting on page 20.  We will continue the celebrations in the November 
edition with a feature on the town band.  
 
Also in this edition we catch up on a story which first came to light through the letters to 
the editor page and we find out about new acquisitions for Chippenham Museum.   
 
I hope you enjoy the summer, happy reading! 
 
Bulletin Editor 
 
Contact details 
 
Elaine Davis      
11 Parkfields       
Chippenham      
SN15 1NX  
Tel: 01249 445945     
elaine2archive@hotmail.com  
  
Please contact me if you have any suggestions for items of interest relating to 
Chippenham, past or present, contributions of articles or photos or have any comments 
that you wish to make. 
 

Deadline for contributions to the November edition is 30th September. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 
www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

Like us on facebook /ChippenhamCivicSociety 
 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed by 
contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Civic Society. 

 

 

The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version - please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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The Story of Gladys and David                                               Ray Alder  
The recent article about Chippenham’s WW1 Red Cross hospital in the Buttercross 
Bulletin produced an interesting response that led to a fascinating story of how the 
hospital changed the lives of a soldier from Scotland and a young woman from 
Chippenham. 
 
Gladys Fanny Treweke was born in Chippenham on 1st March 1900, the second child of 
Ernest and Mary, nee Baker. The family lived in Westmead Lane and Gladys probably 
attended Westmead school in Wood Lane. Both Gladys’ parents were born and grew up 
in Chippenham and Gladys, like her mother, was baptised at the parish church, St 
Andrew’s.  Her father, Ernest, as a young man joined the navy1, but by the time Gladys 
was born he had left military service and was working in Chippenham. For most of his 
life he worked at Saxby and Farmer, manufacturers of railway and signal equipment, as 
a Capstan Lathe turner.   
 
During the summer of 1914 the news of the Balkan crisis meant little in Chippenham 
and there was certainly no thought of the war. In July Chippenham was looking forward 
to the bank holiday with the promise of the flower show or the horse show where the 
town’s silver band would be performing2.  The rapid decline into war in the first few days 
of August produced great excitement in the town and when the proclamation that war 
had been declared was posted at the town’s post office, crowds gathered in the Market 
Place to hear bands playing patriotic music. A temporary recruiting office was opened 
and within two days forty Chippenham men had volunteered to take up arms against the 
Germans.  
 
The popular call was that “it would be over by Christmas”. Our brave lads would cross 
the channel and give the Kaiser a bloody nose3. For many young men, it was an 
adventure not to be missed.  For Gladys, apart from seeing many more military uniforms 
and vehicles pass through the town, and possibly friends and family volunteering in 
those early days, the war probably didn’t have a great impact on her life.  
 
By the beginning of 1915 the initial enthusiasm had waned, there had been military 
setbacks and the war continued to rage in France. The promise of over by Christmas 
was forgotten and the numbers of casualties were growing at an alarming rate.  
  
The massive demand for munitions for such a lengthy conflict had never been 
anticipated, both shortages and the poor quality of armaments became a problem for 
the government and when military leaders told the press of the problems encountered at 
the front it became known as the “Shell crisis4”. 
 
Swift action was needed and David Lloyd George was appointed Minister of Munitions 
and the Munitions of War Act was introduced. This legislation ordered that new 
munitions factories be built across the country but to meet the immediate need 
engineering companies would turn their production lines to manufacturing armaments. 

                                                 
1
 Marriage at St Andrew’s Church in 1894 describes Ernest as a Seaman RN 

2
 Wiltshire Times -8 August 1914 

3
 The military planners assumed a short war, and hadn’t predicted the logistics to service a lengthy 

conflict.   
4
 British Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Sir John French gave an interview to The Times calling for 

more ammunition and soon newspapers were reporting on the crisis. 
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Railway engineering companies like Saxby and Farmer were ideally placed with their 
large works and skilled workforce, but it was clear that as many employees had left to 
volunteer for service at the front there weren’t enough workers to meet the increased 
demand. The solution was that these companies turned to employing women in the 
factories.  By June 1917 it was estimated about 80 per cent of all weapons and shells 
were being produced by women. These women became known as Munitionettes’, they 
wore a uniform of cloth cap and smock, and proudly wore the triangular war service 
badge and worked alongside the men in the factories5. Gladys Treweke and her friends 
were amongst those who joined Saxby and Farmer and worked in the workshops 
producing shells.  She worked in the Capstan Lathe Section quite possibly alongside 
her father.  

 
 
 
By November 1915 the number of casualties returning from the battlefields had reached 
proportions never before anticipated and the military authorities urgently needed to 
establish more hospital facilities. As a result, Chippenham Town Council agreed the 
local Red Cross Voluntary Aid Detachment would open the town hall as a Convalescent 
hospital. 
 
With dozens of convalescing soldiers in the town the men needed to be occupied and 
offers to entertain the men came forward. Free film shows were provided at the cinema 
while Saxby and Farmer, who boasted their own sports ground and social clubs 
organised sports days and musical evenings for the wounded men. Gladys was known 
for her excellent singing voice and no doubt was a member of one of Saxby and Farmer 
musical groups. Ernest Scammell, who worked in the machine shop, was very active in 
the Saxby and Farmer social club and he organised a musical show to entertain the 
patients. 
 
The local newspaper reported on one of the concerts in 1917 by saying: 

“….the enjoyable entertainment given by the employees of Messrs Saxby and 
Farmer Ltd on Saturday to about 100 wounded soldiers in the Chippenham Red 

                                                 
5
 Although working alongside men, women received half the wages of a man. 

Gladys as a Munitionette  
in the centre 

Group of Munitonettes’ from Saxby and Farmer Gladys is front row 2nd 
from right - courtesy of Don Little 
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Cross Hospital” and went on to describe the scene by saying “There was a 
symbol of the spirit that is going to win, with the typification of the united effort of 
both sexes in one common aim. The soldiers in their blue hospital uniforms, the 
women munitioners in their regulation overalls, the nurses in their familiar 
costume – it was a pretty picture, one that none of the participants will forget6”. 

 
The programme comprised vocal and instrumental 
items where the men joined in the popular 
choruses. During the interval the hostesses (the 
ladies of Saxby and Farmer) “flitted” amongst the 
soldiers laden with cigarettes, fruit and crackers. 
The show closed with the Saxby and Farmer 
Ladies Band, conducted by Mr Scammell and the 
vocal group the Street Vendors.  
 
The concerts were quite regular and would include 
all manner of entertainment from monologues to 
dancers and comedy turns. Gladys Treweke would 
certainly have taken part in these concerts.   
 
Gladys also decided to use her spare time to help 
the war effort and after a day’s work at Saxby and 
Farmer she volunteered at the convalescent 
hospital serving meals to the patients cleaning and 
helping in the kitchen. It is likely that it was whilst 
helping at the hospital that she first met David 
Bullion.  
 
 

David Bullion was born on 2nd January 1898 near Dundee in Scotland. When war broke 
out he decided to step forward and enlist and so in September 19147 he reported to the 
recruiting office in Dundee ready to join up. He declared that his age was 19, when in 
reality he was only 16½, but the recruiting officer turned a blind eye and David Bullion 
was assigned to 72 Brigade Royal Field Artillery as a Driver. After undergoing training 
David and his colleagues arrived in France on 9th July 19158. 
 
72 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, was part of Kitchener's Second New Army and their 
first major engagement with the enemy was in the Battle of Loos in September 1915 
and in 1916 they took part in the Battles of the Somme9.  On 12th October 1916, the 
Brigade was in action when David Bullion was badly wounded being hit in the leg with 
shrapnel and gunshot. He was evacuated to the military hospital at Rouen, but his 
injuries were such that he was evacuated back to Britain and arrived at the Beaufort 
War Hospital in Bristol on October 17th.  
Before the war the Beaufort hospital had been the Bristol Lunatic Asylum, but with the 
increasing numbers of wounded during 1915 it had been requisitioned by the military 

                                                 
6
 Garlick scrapbook Chippenham museum. 

7
 Much of this information has been gathered from the WW1 records that were damaged by fire and water 

during the Second World War. They are incomplete and the information must be treated with caution.  
8
 Medal Index Card  

9
  www.wartimememoriesproject.com 

Gladys dressed up ready for a  
performance. 

http://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/
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command and the patients of the Asylum were dispersed around the area. Ironically 
some of the patients remained to help in the laundry and kitchens. 
 
David remained at Beaufort until January 1917 and by all accounts the patients were 
well looked after over Christmas, with those who were able being taken to the 
pantomime and theatre.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once his wounds had been treated, and this may have involved a number of operations, 
David was ready to be transferred to a convalescent hospital. On January 13

th
 1917

10 
he 

was moved to Chippenham Red Cross VAD hospital. He arrived in Chippenham by train 
and was met at the station by men of the Chippenham Voluntary Aid Detachment who 
motored him to the hospital in the Town Hall. 
 
It was during his stay at Chippenham Hospital that he befriended Gladys Treweke as 
she volunteered at mealtimes. He would have gone to the performances organised by 
Saxby and Farmer and saw another side to Gladys when she sang and danced on 
stage. Their friendship over the following months blossomed and when in April 1917 he 
was declared fit and was transferred to Ripon Command Depot they agreed to keep in 
touch. 
 
David Bullion returned to the front and saw service in France and Germany and was 
finally released from his Army Service in March 1920. He returned to Scotland to his 
family home, but he was restless and decided to start a new life on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 
 
He emigrated to Canada but in 1923 moved to America where he found work with the 
Ford motor company in Detroit.  David and Gladys kept in touch and their friendship 
blossomed, no doubt David told her about his life in America. On a visit to Chippenham 
he asked her if she would marry him. Gladys said yes and when David asked for her 

                                                 
10

 The dates for Chippenham hospital are assumptions based on the damaged WW1 records. 

Patients and Nurses Chippenham Red Cross VAD hospital April 1917 David Bullion 
is bottom row on the far right 
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father’s permission he also agreed but on condition that if Gladys moved to America she 
would regularly visit her family in Chippenham.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the summer of 1925 the couple married in Chippenham and then left for their new life 
in America. Gladys and David were true to their word and regularly visited Chippenham, 
and when the family grew they continued to cross the Atlantic to visit the Chippenham 
family.  
 
David and Gladys remained in Michigan for the rest of their lives, they settled in 
Dearborn near Detroit. Gladys passed away in 1990 after a long and, I think, happy life 
with David. A life that was all due to the chance meeting at Chippenham Red Cross 
Hospital in 1917. 
 
Acknowledgement and Thanks 
Rita Bullion Jackson, daughter of David and Gladys for her memories of her parents 
and the family photos. Andrea Chilton, Niece of Gladys, for bringing this wonderful story 
to our attention. Don Little and Chippenham museum for the use of the pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘On war service’ badge as worn by Gladys 
as Munitionette 
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Planning Matters Roundup July 2017             Jennifer Rudd 
 
The civic society have voiced concerns over (17/05828/FUL) an application to 
demolish the old college building and build flats, see below for why we feel that 
the building should be saved. 
 
Other planning matters  
 
1 17/03902/LBC 
St Andrew’s Church hall. 
The Church has been given permission to build new toilet facilities and build a new 
entrance with disabled access. 
 
2 17/05672/FUL 
Permission sort to build 6 new dwellings in Forest Lane, Pewsham This will include 
landscaping and related works. It will also affect the Care Home nearby. 17/05671/VAR 
 
3 17/05775/FUL 
45a The Butts. 
Permission is being sort to build a new house on land east of Common Slip, St Mary 
Street. This is being kept well back from the river but will still affect the view from the 
golf course and riverside walk. We are concerned that the green screen is kept and 
have written about proposals to demolish the old stone wall. 
 
4 17/05815/LBC 
Chippenham Railway Station 
Plans are out to refurbish a lot of the public area of the station including refurbishing the 
ticket hall and installing automatic gates. There will also be a new footbridge and 
changes to the car park. 
 
5 17/06293/FUL 
32a/33 Park Lane 
Change of use applied for to convert from commercial to residential. This includes 
demolishing the shop front. No plans available at time of writing. 
 
6 Eddie Cochran Memorial 
There is an on-going project to renovate the memorial on Rowden Hill. This is a plaque 
to mark the spot where the singer died. We have been contacted with a request for 
help.  
 

 

Chippenham College - Why we believe the original building 

should be saved from demolition. 

Plans have been submitted to demolish the former Chippenham College in Cocklebury 

Road.  Part of the old college complex is the original Chippenham Secondary and 

Technical School Building which was constructed in 1900.    
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The Chippenham Civic Society is opposed to the demolition of the original building on 

the grounds that the building has clear historic local interest in regard to the history of 

Secondary Education in Chippenham.  It is also an important reference for many people 

who grew up in the town.  We believe it is precisely this kind of building which gives the 

town its sense of community and identity in a fast changing world. 

Historical Significance 
 
As an example of late Victorian design for the state secondary education sector, the 

original building represents a significant step change in the provision of education 

facilities in Chippenham at the turn of the 20th Century.   

After the Technical Instruction 

Act of 1889, local authorities 

were empowered to set up 

schools to provide instruction 

in the principles of science and 

art as applicable to industry 

and agriculture.  By 1899, the 

growing number of pupils 

attending the existing school in 

Chippenham, forced the Rural 

District Council to construct 

this purpose built Technical 

and Secondary School in 
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Cocklebury Lane.  The building has fulfilled this function for over 120 years and its loss 

would leave a significant gap in the history of Chippenham’s growth. 

Plans for the Chippenham District Technical and Secondary School in Cocklebury Road 
were first submitted to the Rural District Council in 1898 as part of a building design 
competition.   
 

 
 
The project was overseen by Alderman John Coles, a noted local benefactor and 
townsperson who also provided money for the local park named after him.  The chosen 
design was a scheme submitted by Robert Brinkworth (born 1871), who worked for the 
Bath architect Thomas Hall Silcock.  (Silcock and Reay of Bath).  The building was 
opened in 1900 and the first chair of governors was Alderman John Coles.  

 
Robert Brinkworth was articled to the Bath company of Silcock and Reay, who were 
responsible for many other churches and local schools in the South West, including 
Swindon Technical College which has many similar characteristics and has been 
recently listed and saved from demolition.   

(See:http://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/13714693.New_life_for_Swindon_s_old_tech
nical_college/#/) 
 
Robert Brinkworth commenced his practice in Chippenham in 1896 and completed not 
only the Chippenham Technical School, but also Secondary Schools in nearby 
Malmesbury (now demolished) and Devizes (later Devizes Grammar School, now 
owned by Wiltshire Council). Its construction was made possible by using both local 
council money and public subscriptions. (The latter amounted to over £1170 - nearly 
25% of the total cost). 

 

http://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/13714693.New_life_for_Swindon_s_old_technical_college/#/
http://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/13714693.New_life_for_Swindon_s_old_technical_college/#/
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At the turn of the 20th Century the Borough Council intended to name and dedicate the 
school building to the memory of King Alfred the Great who is associated with 
Chippenham both by residence and by important events in his reign exactly 1000 years 
previously. 
 
Architectural Importance 
 
The Chippenham Technical and Secondary School building represents a style of 
architecture in favour when secondary technical education was introduced in 
Chippenham at the beginning of the 20th Century.   
 
Building work began with the laying of the foundation stone on 7 October 1899 by Lady 
Dickson-Poyner. The building costs were fixed at £3,500 but the total to build and equip 
the school amounted to over £6000. The school was built of red brick and the roofs 
were to be covered in green slate.  This was later changed in favour of red tiles due to 
costs.  The proposed plans show a rear assembly room but this was never built. 
 
The Building has been boarded up for several years but when fully functional was an 
attractive and important building and can be seen from the windows of the frequent 
London to Bristol Trains. It therefore has a significant visual presence for visitors as well 
as for local people who have been educated there. 
 
This style of public building, built as it is in red brick, is unique in Chippenham where the 
predominant construction material in older buildings is Bath Stone.  It is the oldest 
building left on the original Chippenham College campus, part of which has recently 
been redeveloped.  It was described in the Chippenham Area Appraisal of 2007 as a 
'building of note'.  It is mostly in original condition inside with parquet flooring throughout 
the classrooms, although it has been deliberately neglected in recent years.  
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The front windows are large and 
imposing, letting light flood into 
the main classrooms.  An 
original arched doorway to the 
front has been blocked up, but 
could be reinstated.  It has 
architectural merit in that it is 
well proportioned and has 
elements of the then popular 
Arts and Crafts movement in its 
design, namely the overhanging 
eaves, and ventilation louvers 
on the imposing roof.    It has an 
additional lean-to extension to 
the rear of the East side and is 
attached to large modern 

extensions to the west and south elevations.  These were built in the late 20th century 
and could be demolished.   

 
Cultural and Community Value 
 
The teaching of practical lessons 
continued in the building from its 
early days right through to the 
21st Century.   The loss of this 
important building now would 
remove a central part of 
Chippenham's cultural heritage.   
 
The building is included in the 
Chippenham Conservation Area 
and is noted in the Conservation 
Area Appraisal document dated 
2007  as one of the few buildings 
of architectural note in this area of 
Chippenham; the other main 
buildings being the 1856 Railway Station, the 1935 Public Telephone Exchange and the 
art deco Westinghouse building across the railway line. 
 
The present day college continues in a brand new building on the adjacent site, but this 
original building forms a backdrop to the modern world of education and is a vital part of 
Chippenham's social identity.  This building should be retained for use and could be 
converted to become the historical gateway to a new development at the rear of the 
complex as was achieved when the college extensions were built.   
 
We therefore oppose its demolition and would encourage the owner to incorporate it in 
a more sympathetic development at the rear of the site. 
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Conservation & Environment Awards 2017 
                                                                        Jack Konynenburg 
 
The Conservation & Environment Awards evening was held on May 17th at The Cause.   
Below is a synopsis of Jack Konynenburg talk on the award winners. 
 
Following a two year lull in projects deemed suitable, this year saw a bumper crop for 
the Society’s Conservation and Environment Awards. All of high quality, they fell into 
distinct ‘Chapters’ in terms of 
their location and relevance to 
Chippenham’s history and 
character. 
 
The first was related to the 
oldest part of the town: the 
environs of St Andrew’s 
churchyard. This area and the 
surrounding buildings between 
St Mary Street, the Upper 
Market Place and the start of 
the Causeway, was the 
location of the original Saxon 
settlement. During subsequent centuries the area has maintained its importance as the 
iconic and spiritual heart of Chippenham. Tucked almost out of sight adjacent to the 
South Eastern part of the churchyard, and behind a listed building in the Causeway, is a 
very exotic new housing scheme. Comprising four flats arranged around a lovely 
courtyard, it has a mixture of materials under a varied roof scape behind wacky railings. 
Contributing to the mix of styles around the churchyard, it is a worthy award winner. 
 
The second chapter concerned the cattle market, and associated industries. When that 
was in the Market Place, the Shambles area included a cheese market the centre of 
which was the Buttercross. When in the 1830’s this was considered too small and 

unhygienic it was moved to the arches 
under the newly built Town Hall, and in the 
1850’s to the Neeld Hall. Following the 
Market’s move out of town these two 
buildings went through numerous changes 
when during the 20th Century they were 
adapted for community and performance 
uses. The latest scheme, by Chippenham 
Town Council, has improved the Neeld Hall 
with retractable seating and a new bar on 
land once used by ‘Baby Boots’ which was 
once at the rear of the main Boots shop. 
However the most radical change has been 
to link the Neeld Hall to the High Street via 
a foyer located in the Town Hall arches, 
creating a welcoming and beautiful space 
serving both buildings. 
 



15 

 

Then there is the chapter for governance. The Yelde Hall was once Chippenham’s 
Town Hall where the Burgesses (the Councillors of their day) would meet. Following this 
relocation to the Town Hall the building went through many changes including use as a 
fire station and latterly the Museum. Early this century a major restoration took place 
which included the rebuilding of the large opening at the front. However restoration of 
the timber framed walls was incorrectly done, leading in areas of render becoming 
detached. Now a further, much more thorough and appropriate, restoration has been 
carried out, and the building has never looked better.   
 
The fourth chapter relates to Chippenham’s Charter and the Borough Lands. Queen 
Mary granted both to the town in 1552, to provide funds for sending two MP’s to 
parliament, and maintenance of the Town Bridge. Over the centuries this has resulted in 
a substantial investment of funds available for the benefit of people of Chippenham, 
through grants from the Chippenham Borough Lands Charity. The Borough Lands 
themselves have been gradually restored by the Charity as a natural park incorporating 
cycling and walking routes, and extensive tree planting. The award that was granted 
was for a very useful parking area and connecting paths off Pewsham Way, which has 
been very sensitively carried out. 
 

Chapter five is about historic 
industries. The River Avon has 
had a huge influence on 
Chippenham’s growth and 
prosperity, and it is no surprise 
that many of its industries were 
located adjacent to it. Nestle’s, 
where condensed milk was 
made, was once a major 
employer and when it vacated 
the town its fine riverside 
premises became derelict. In 
the early 1980s The Civic 
Society led a stubborn 
campaign of opposition to its 
demolition, and gave the 
building its first award for 
conversion into offices in 1987. 
As part of the restoration 
scheme a small single storey 

building was built on the corner of the bridge and Bath Road for public use. Over the 
years this has had many uses including restaurant, pub and night club- none too 
successful mainly due to the building being too small. A scheme has improved the 
building, created a first floor with dormer windows, and created a fine outside eating 
area and landscaping. Appropriately named ‘Grounded’, it certainly sits well in this 
prominent corner of Chippenham. 
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Opposite and further downstream of Nestle’s was an area with a history of food 
production, most recently by Hygrade. This was an unattractive group of buildings 
prominently in view from Avenue La Fleche. The new development, called Bowles 
Court, is housing for the over 50’s which is a very good use for this town centre site. 
The three storey design is beautifully executed and, unusually for this type of housing 
devoid of chintz details and modern in style. The elevation facing the river is particularly 
bold and successful. 
 

The last chapter is community 
initiative. Chippenham has 
many examples of this, not 
least those carried out by the 
Civic Society. At the junction 
between Gladstone Road and 
Avenue La Fleche, by the 
pedestrian crossing, is some 
attractive planting with signage 
to say: Welcome to ‘Ivy Village’ 
from here you can follow a path 
to an area to the rear of homes 
in Charter Road, where a 

beautiful communal garden area has been created. Incorporating some Arbors, seating 
areas, wildflower meadow, and vegetable growing beds- all created and maintained by 
a group of resident volunteers. A very worthy award winner. 
 
 

 

 
Membership matters 
 
Welcome to our new members:  Mr & Mrs Bishop - Chippenham. 
 

 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to join, All 
editions of the Buttercross are included in the membership fee. A good way to 
find out about Chippenham past and present 
 

 The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version – please let us 
know via the website WWW.Chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

 

 If you use social Media don’t forget to like us on Facebook 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/


17 

 

 News from the Museum 

Chippenham Museum have acquired a collection of objects, formerly in the care of 

Corsham Civic Society. The collection is a mix of items found at various dates and 

locations in and around Corsham, given to the Civic Society for safe keeping. 

Chippenham Museum, whose collecting area includes Corsham, is delighted to have 

become the permanent home for these items. 

Museum volunteer Clive Green is now in the 

process of cataloguing and packing the 

collection. The objects are being photographed 

and added to our digital database. They are 

then being packed in individual conservation 

friendly clear boxes so they can be easily 

handled and seen.  

The collection is mostly made up of coins and 

tokens. One of the more intriguing in the 

collection is a silver Drachm coin. It features the 

head of Menander I, ruler of the Indo-Greek 

Kingdom (155-130 BC; approximate reign). Menander ruled parts of Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and Northern India. He is the only Indo-Greek king to be noted in the works of 

Western Historians, and was also a principal character in a later Buddhist work the 

Milindapanha. The reverse of the coin features Athena, who can be seen holding a 

shield and brandishing a thunderbolt. 
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The collection also contains, silver long cross pennies of Ethelred II. The coins show the 

king in profile with a Christian cross on the reverse. Ethelred was about 12 when he 

became King of the English and his reign was marked by repeated attacks by the 

Danes. His ill-conceived and futile policy, of paying the Danes to save the country from 

repeated attacks, led to his nickname ‘the unready’. 

However his coinage shows a developed monetary system. As designs for the coins 

were changed, old batches were recalled and new batches issued, allowing control of 

the economy. The designs on the coins tell the story of Ethelred’s reign and royal style.  

Tokens have been used as unofficial currency from the medieval period and the 

collection contains a number that were issued by traders such as one by J.Sanders, 

Methuen Arms Hotel, Corsham.  

A very exciting object in the collection is a Roman lamp in the shape of a foot in a 

sandal. Believed to be a Shrine Lamp it was found in a ditch at Neston, excavated in 

1920, along with a bone dice.  

Pottery lamps were used as 

a source of light throughout 

the Roman Empire however 

the number of lamps found 

in Britain is much lower 

than in other parts of the 

Empire.   

Lamps functioned by 

adding oil through a central 

hole, and burning a wick, 
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commonly made from pieces of linen, placed, in this case, into the toe area.  

The sandal design is uncommon and is associated mainly with the Roman army. The 

shallow base of the lamp would have meant it could only be filed with a small amount of 

oil. The more complex design and its impracticability suggests it had a more ceremonial 

purpose rather than a practical use. 

Dice, usually hand carved from a 

single piece of animal bone, were 

carried all across the Roman 

Empire by marching legionnaires 

during the 1st to 3rd centuries 

AD. Many have been found near 

Roman military encampments 

further suggesting a military 

connection for the two items.   

 

Once the collection has been fully catalogued there are plans to put many of the items 

on permanent display in the museum.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chippenham Museum is working with the Civic Society and other local organisations to 
plan a programme of open doors and events to celebrate Heritage Open Days, taking 
place between 6th to the 10th September. Included in the festival of heritage will be 
guided walks, talks, demonstrations and a chance to go inside a number of buildings in 
the town centre.  
 
A full programme of events will be available shortly from the museum and on the 
Heritage Open Days website.   
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A Summer of Chippenham Anniversaries 
 
This year marks the anniversaries of three notable Chippenham groups. Chippenham 
Flower Club are celebrating their 55th anniversary, Chippenham Morris their 40th and 
Chippenham Town band the 25th anniversary of their reformation. In this edition we find 
out about the beginnings of the Flower club and Chippenham Morris Men. In the 
November edition we will find out about Chippenham Town Band (editor). 
 

Chippenham Flower club 
 
In 1962 the local newspaper carried the following piece… 
 

A new venture by a group of Chippenham women began on an encouraging note 
on Monday when an enthusiastic audience filled the Liberal Hall, Chippenham for 
the first meeting of the Chippenham Floral Art Group. 

 
The group was the idea of Monica Blake who along with a few friends decided to form a 
club like those they knew in neighbouring towns. The Chippenham Floral Art Group 
began with 10 members, but soon attracted more and today has over 100 members. 
Meeting once a month the group have encouraged the enjoyment and fellowship of 
flower arranging and have filled the town with floral displays. 

  
 
 

Sybil Lovelock Chippenham Flower Club Chairman (1979-80 and 1986-87) showing 
one of her displays at Monkton Hill Methodist Church Flower Festival 
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Known today as the Chippenham Flower Club, the group celebrates its 55th anniversary 
this year. They are still inspiring the community with their displays and their recent show 
on the theme of nursery rhythms in St Andrew’s Church attracted many visitors.    
 

 
 

Chippenham Town Morris Men        John and David Coleman  
 
Founder member of Chippenham Town Morris Men, John Coleman, remembers how 
the group began. 
 
The ideal of a morris side in Chippenham was first put forward by Hans Christian 
Jensen. Hans was an accomplished melodeon player and whilst playing around pubs in 
Bristol he met Betty Reynolds whose husband, Tubby, was a well-known morris dancer 
who had started or resurrected several morris sides. Hans fell in love with the music and 
decided that Chippenham should have its own side.  
 
Around Christmas 1977 Hans, raised the subject with friends and a meeting was 
tentatively arranged in the Rose and Crown. The following is the best available record of 
those present; Hans Christian Jensen, John Coleman, Edwin Taylor and their sons 
David Coleman and Vince Taylor, Tubby Reynolds, Phil Butler, Keith Hillier (Clanger ) 
and Chris Hunt. (If there were others I’ve missed please don’t be offended and I will be 
happy to add you to the list). It was agreed that we would find a suitable practice room 
and Tubby Reynolds and Phil would visit once a week for 6 months to teach us the 
rudiments of the Cotswold tradition.  
 
At the time, the Little George was undergoing renovation and we were allowed the use 
of an upstairs room free of charge (more than compensated for by the beer consumed). 
Tubby came and brought his colleague Phil Butler who supplemented the music. Very 
soon the numbers grew with the addition of Torquil McInnes, John Thurston, Dennis 
Mills with his melodeon, John Webb, Ian Mills, John Teller, Frank Gibbs and eventually 
enough to have three sets of six practicing simultaneously. During the first lesson Tubby 
had pointed out that Morris dancing was a traditional form of musical entertainment 
including singing but, by that time, those who had agreed to join were in too deep to 
back out with dignity! 
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To get some idea of what we might be facing Hans arranged for a visit to Bampton to 
see their famous sides perform on May Day 1978. The side later visited Priston Mill and 
were invited to a ceilidh at Bath University where Betty was a lecturer.  
 
The first dance in public was probably outside the Little George to entertain an elderly 
lady resident on her birthday but the first serious outing is believed to have been at 
Christian Malford fete followed by a few more visits to local village pubs such as the 
New Inn, Segary and the White Hart, Ford during the remainder of 1978. The year 
ended with a series of Christmas activities including a social at the White Lion, 
Corsham, a lunch time dance at the White Horse, Biddestone and Boxing Day with the 
Bath Men and Women Side. 
 
In his programme notes Hans wrote “This is the first Christmas we have been together 
as members of the Morris, there will be many, many more” I doubt if even he believed 
there would be 40 more. 
 
John’s son David, one of the founder members, gives a insight into the activities of the 
group today. 
   
The Chippenham Town Morris Men are committed to preserving and fostering an 
enthusiasm for traditional English dance, music, and song. The 20-25 current members 
participate in community events always dancing in the name of Chippenham and 
promoting the town in a positive light.  The group have performed on stages all over 
Europe with national folk teams from Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Portugal, 
Mexico, Kosovo, Lithuania, Brazil, Dagestan, Italy, the Ukraine, Serbia, Slovenia, 
Slovakia, the Czech Republic, China and others. Where possible, they have hosted 
reciprocal visits to Chippenham for groups they have danced with overseas.  
 

Chippenham  Morris c 1978/9 in Corsham High Street. Hans Christian Jensen can 
been seen playing the melodeon 
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The group has always been happy to take part in local charity events as well as giving 
performances. Past and present work undertaken includes teaching Morris Dancing to 
local scouts, guides and school groups; giving light entertainment performances in care 
homes, village fetes and schools; running the schools’ day and dance workshops for the 
Chippenham Town Folk Festival; and dancing in support of local events and venues 
such as the turning on of the Christmas lights and open days at the town museum and 
the Heritage Centre.  Wider exposure of the team includes radio, TV shows, films, CDs 
and stage shows 
 
There are obviously strong links between Chippenham Town Morris Men and the 
Chippenham Folk Festival and with other folk dance sides in the area, particularly the 
Elderflower women’s dance group.  
 
The group also maintains the England's Social Centre on behalf of the wider local 
community and handles all bookings for the hall and currently supports an aid project in 
The Gambia and an education project in Cambodia. 
 
Chippenham Town Morris Men have danced in Europe on behalf of the Twinning 
Associations of Chippenham, Royal Wootton Bassett, Salisbury and Cricklade, and 
have represented the town at numerous international festivals.  They received particular 
praise for their performances and willingness to ‘pitch in’ from the organizers of the 
international festivals staged in Barcelona in 2008 and at Chateau Gombert in 
Marseilles in 2016.    
 
The organisation of most Morris 'sides' revolves around 3 positions: 
  

1. the Squire is the chief / captain / figurehead and officially represents the side 
[currently Peter Causer] 
 

2. the Foreman is responsible for teaching and honing dances, and often for 'calling' 
the moves of a dance during displays* [currently Torquil MacInnes] 

 
3.  the Bagman handles the side's finances [currently Nigel Strange] 

  
*Chippenham dance what is loosely known as the Cotswold Tradition.  Each region of 
England had [and has] its own variant on folk dance.  Within a region like the Cotswolds 
there could be any number of villages with their own distinct dance tradition [different 
hand movements or stepping patterns].  The majority or our dances come from a cluster 
of Cotswold village’s north-west of Oxford.  We also created a Chippenham 'tradition' 
with its own set moves and style. 
  
Each dance has a set pattern of movements, very often broken by a 'chorus' much like 
the structure of a song.  You can imagine that a side with a large repertoire of dances 
[we have a working body of about 30 dances, though we probably know over 50 in total] 
from many different villages might struggle to remember the moves, so the Foreman or 
nominated 'caller' calls each move just before it is danced to remind the rest of the side. 
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