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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the August edition of the Buttercross Bulletin. After a slow start 
summer arrived with a mini heatwave. As I write these notes there is much 
speculation – Will the all-time record summer temperature be broken this 
year?. That remains to be seen but the warm and sunny weather has enabled 
us to enjoy some of the activities for which our town is noted. Unfortunately 
the Soap Box Derby had to be cancelled, but already favourites such as the 
Folk Festival, the Fun Day in John Coles Park and the Carnival now in its 
third year after being reinstated have been enjoyed. The use of the Splash 
Pad in John Coles Park has shown yet again how the idea of providing such 
an asset has given much pleasure to our younger citizens and is the envy of 
many other councils 
 
Happy reading 
 
Bulletin Editor : contact details 
Mary Norton 
155 Queens Crescent  
Chippenham 
SN14  0NW 
Email mfenorton@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Anyone having suggestions or contributions on matters of interest relating to 
Chippenham for our next edition, please contact me – details as above  
 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 
www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

Like us on facebook/ChippenhamCivicSociety 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views 
expressed by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editor or the Civic Society 
 
 
 
Tuesday 21 May   ‘Fry Family History’ by John Scragg 
 
Tuesday 
 

 

 

 

.The Bulletin can be sent by email as an electronic PDF version – please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

mailto:mfenorton@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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PLANNING ROUNDUP JULY 2019    Jennifer Rudd 
 
1  19/04609/FUL 
The Mill House, Methuen Park 
 
This is an application to demolish the Mill House which is off the Bath Road in 
Methuen Park. There will then be another Aldi store built of this site. This is 
presumably to serve Corsham as Chippenham already has one. 
 
2 19/0692/LBC 
4 St Mary’s Place 
 
This is an extension which only affects the rear of the house which is a part of 
the listed terrace. 
 
3 19/06116/FUL 
Goldenley care Home, Forest Lane, Pewsham 
 
There is a plan to demolish the existing care home ‘Goldenley’ which is  
empty now, and replace it with 7 new residential units. 
 
4 19/05308/LBC 
38/39 Market Place 
 
The office of Audrey, Baily and Douglas have applied to replace the rotting 
modern windows on the second floor on the South Elevation, the side which 
faces the Market Place. This is an important listed building in the heart of the 
Conservation Area but this looks to be a straight forward like for like repair. 
 
5 19/06319/TPO 
Wiltshire College 
 
Not sure what is happening here! The original planning application asked for 
permission to fell 2 poplar trees. This has changed to 20% reduction in 2 
copper beech trees. This is of interest because we understand the college is 
back on the market again. We hear that this is because the developers do not 
want to build flats that look out on to a multi-storey carpark when they thought 
they would be overlooking the park. What a surprise! 
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6 Middlefields 
 
Work has started on building 34 Houses at Middlefields, off Hungerdown  
Lane. These are being built by GreenSquare  Housing Association. They will 
be available early 2021 for rent and shared ownership 
 
‘Objection to new gag on planning’ 
 
This was the heading in the Gazette and Herald this week which alarmed us 
somewhat! The article goes on to say Councillors believe that the proposed 
changes could be undemocratic. Being somewhat disillusioned with the 
planning process already I have been trying to find out more. I asked several 
councillors what is involved but received no reply, presumably they are as 
confused as me. 
 
The officers were more helpful though insisted I went through the 
Communications department before I used their reply. I tried but being 12th in 
the queue at this point I gave up. 
 
The main area of concern seemed to be that elected councillors contributions 
were to be limited to 5 minutes. Members said this is often not enough time to 
explain complicated issues on behalf of their community. Another member 
said the protocol says there has to be a planning reason to call in an 
application and because it is in the public interest is not a planning reason.’ 
Call in’ means an elected member can ask for the planning application to be 
discussed at a council meeting rather than it being decided by the planning 
officer. Officers can stop plans being called in by elected members if they do 
not meet the criteria. There were other problems with the document and it 
has been referred back to the Standards Committee which will, in due course, 
consider and make further recommendations to the Council. 
 
Watch this space! 
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A TRIBUTE TO DONALD LITTLE     Mike Stone 
 
Long term member of the Civic Society Donald passed away recently. He 
served as both Treasurer and edited the Buttercross Bulletin. Over the years 
he collected a huge amount of postcards, postal history, programmes and 
pictures of Chippenham. He has left his entire collection to Chippenham 
Museum for the benefit of the town he was proud to live in. Don was also 
involved in many other organisations and a fuller tribute will appear in a future 
Bulletin. If you have any memories or stories of Don then please make 
contact with Mike Stone. 
 
RECENT BI-ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY    Mike Stone 
 
The Bi-annual Awards took Place on Tuesday, 18 June in St Andrews 
Church. The event was hosted by Jack Konynenburg. Recently Jack was 
involved in an accident and a full report of the evening event will appear in  
later edition of the Buttercross Bulletin.  
 
 
 
All members of the Civic Society wish Jack a speedy recovery 
 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS     Mike & Marilyn Stone 
 
A reminder of the remainder of our Social Programme for 2019: 
 
Tuesday 17 September  ‘Operation Wansdyke’ by Jeremy Dix 
 
Tuesday 15 October    ‘Saving Britain’s Art Treasurers’ in ww11 b
      by Nick Mc Camley  
 
Tuesday 19 November   ‘Meadow in my Garden’ by Paul Jupp 
 

THE CHRISTMAS EVENT 
 

Tuesday 17 December‘  Wiltshire Follies’ by Jonathan Holt 
      Christmas event at The Cause 
 
 
There now follows on the next pages articles by Don Little 
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CHIPPENHAM CARNIVAL      Don Little 
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THE MAYOR OF LOWDEN     Chris Dallimore 
 
The Mayor of Lowden was a title given to a resident of Lowden elected by his 
fellow villagers to represent them and highlight any issues or concerns on 
their behalf. 
 
Mock mayors (sometimes also known as Sham mayors) were predominantly 
found in the West Country. In more recent times they have had a mini-revival, 
especially in Cornwall. In fact my early research suggests that although not 
solely a West Country phenomenon, it was more common place here. 
 
The Mock mayor ceremonies often became intertwined with folk tradition. 
Maybe we could restore the office of Mayor of Lowden and link this up with 
the Folk Festival or even have a float in the reborn Chippenham Carnival? 
 
A new Mayor of Lowden was chosen at a banquet every November. Thomas 
Sims was the host of the banquet for many years, as landlord of the Plough 
Inn. Before this, the event took place in the Rowden Arms around the corner. 
A special licence was required to extend the opening hours of the public 
house, often as late as 11pm. 
 
The Plough Inn may not be familiar to all our readers. It was situated on the 
main road through Lowden, now a busy ‘rat run’ for commuters and a built up  
residential area. The pub was where Chequer’s Yard is today, closing in 1968 
and then demolished in 1972.  
Originally it was a ‘fetch and carry’ pub. There was no bar. Instead the 
landlord would take the customer’s glass, either kept at the pub or brought 
along with them, go down into the cellar to get the drink straight from the 
barrel. He would then carry it back to the main lounge, known as the ‘tap 
room’. The ladies however would be required to all sit in the ‘little room’, as it 
was customary for men and women to separate.   
 
Another service provided was a ‘jug and bottle door’ on the side of the pub. 
This was used as a kind of takeaway serving hatch. Often children would be 
sent by Father to get his pint, possibly with an occasional sip to prevent 
spillage. 
 
Lots of effort went to the Mayoral ceremonies. ‘Seals of Office’ are mentioned 
and Mr F Thatcher painted a room in the Plough Inn for use as a banqueting 
Hall. 
‘Constable, was another role linked to this occasion. It was often recorded 
that he was never called upon! 
Below is an example of a Mayor in full regalia, I wonder who he was?  
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When the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 was passed, Lowden fell 
outside of the Corporation of Chippenham. Self-identity from Chippenham at 
this time was important to those in Lowden who were generally unhappy with 
becoming part of the town. This was because they felt that the town did not 
do the best of jobs with the upkeep of local amenities, roads etc. 
 
It was poking fun at the establishment, but was met with good humour on 
both sides. This sentiment often changed if there was criticism of crime and 
public health issues. 
Still, the ‘establishment’ such as the Neeld’s  and Goldney’s were often cited 
as donors. The gathering brought all classes together and promoted 
constructive discussions. 
 
The banquet, and the title of Mayor, is believed to have died out due to the 
food shortages during the First World War. 
 
Also related to the Mayor of Lowden Office, was the more serious issue of pig 
farming. In response to landlord’s lack of support during difficult times for pig 
farmers, The Lowden Pig Insurance Society, known as the ‘Pig Club’ was  set 
up in 1888. Swine fever had spread through the area several years earlier. By 
1890, 269 pigs were insured, and the club also met at the Plough. There 
were lots of piggeries in Lowden including at St Peters Close and the 
Quadrangle. 
 
Timeline 
 
1835 – the Corporation of Lowden was created when 178 Boroughs across  
           the country, including Chippenham, were reformed. 
 
1870 – Believed to be the first year of an Annual Banquet to formally elect  
           the new mayor for the ensuing year. 
 
1875 – First year that Mr J Brown filled the role of Chairman. He was to carry 
           out this duty for many years. 
 
1877 – Banquet held at the Rowden Arms courtesy of Mr Drewett. 
 
1888 – Lowden and District Pig Insurance Society was started. 
 
 
 



.. 

1890 - ‘Massive’ chain of office donated by W Gardner of the High Street.  
     .     This came with a badge with the initials ‘B.O.L’ for Borough of Lowden 
 
 
 
1894 -  New chain of office used, which is the one now on display in 
           Chippenham  Museum. What Happened to the old one? 
 
1914-1918 -  The great War ends the tradition in Lowden. 
 
Mayor of Lowden 
 
1878  John Bristow 
 
1880  Joseph Brinkworth  
 
1886  F Beale 
 
1887  Joseph  Brinkworth 
 
1888  J C Barter 
 
1889  F Thatcher 
 
1890  Thomas Sims 
 
1891   Mr Scott 
 
1895  Thomas Sims 
 
1896  F Thatcher 
 
1897  T Bristow 
 
1898  E Stallwood 
 
1899  C W Spencer 
 
1900  D Fry 
 
1901  F Rowley 
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1904   W Hillier 
 
1906   James Rose 
 
1907   Harry Ball 
 
1908   C W Spencer 
 
1909  S Sims 
 
1911  Mr Blanchard 
 
 
 
An important part of our town’s history which few people know about. Do visit 
the museum to see the ‘New’ chain of office donated by W Gardner in 1890. 
It would be wonderful if the old one could be traced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
. 
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Secret Spitfires       Claire Selman 
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Chippenham says Farewell to the HST’s   John Scragg 
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Volunteering is a Family affair for Peggy              Elaine Davis 
 
In June each year Volunteers’ Week highlights the contribution millions of volunteers make 
to organisations and charities across the UK. For the museum this national celebration is 
an opportunity to say a massive thank you to over 50 volunteers who generously give their 
time, enthusiasm and knowledge. One such volunteer is Peggy Burgess. 
 
Peggy joined Chippenham Museum in 2001. “I didn’t want to retire” she says” but my 
husband was unwell so we retired and I looked after him and it was alright during the first 
summer but after the first winter of being at home I knew I needed to get out and do 
something more…… but what?”“ My first love was nursing but my second was history” she 
continues “so I phoned up the Museum and they said come in for an interview! Well that 
was a laugh, my daughter Miranda came with me and she said Mum doesn’t want to 
volunteer she wants to be an exhibit, and they phoned the next day!” Peggy became a 
regular volunteer on the front desk and also ran a number of children’s activities, but, not 
content with volunteering herself, over the years Peggy has encouraged other members of 
her family to come along. 
 
Daughter Miranda is also a volunteer and along with her mum is one of the founding 
members of the ‘Create and Donate’ museum group. This talented group of crafters 
produce items for sale with all the proceeds going to the Friends of Chippenham Museum. 
Peggy has now also recruited Granddaughter Ruth “I’ve been coming to various clubs and 
workshops at the Museum since I was young with my parents and grandparents” Ruth 
says “I’ve always loved the opportunities provided by the Museum to bring families, with all 
different interest together. By volunteering just a little it is a positive thing for the 
community.” 18 Years on Peggy is still an active member of the Museum’s wonderful 
volunteering team “I don’t do as much as I did” she says “ but I love events like this.” 
 
Peggy refers to the commemorations of the 75th anniversary of the D Day landings. Peggy 
along with Ruth and Miranda, has been welcoming visitors to the “We’ll Meet Again” 
display created by local historian Richard Broadhead, in Chippenham’s medieval Yelde 
Hall. 
 
“I enjoy every minute of volunteering” Peggy says “I have not been absent much only 
when Mike (Peggy’s husband) died. I took a week off but then phoned up and said I want 
to  come back, I was told that I didn’t have to but I needed to, I needed to get back to get 
my brain in order” 
 
In 2018 the museum marked Peggy’s contribution at the Volunteers’ Christmas party. This 
annual event for the Museum is an opportunity for the Town Mayor to give Volunteer 
Service awards to recognise 5, 10, 15 and more years of support. For the first time the 
Museum gave a Lifetime Achievement Award to celebrate the 17 years of dedication and 
enthusiasm shown by Peggy. 
 
“I get so much enjoyment from volunteering” Peggy says “I have said many times that the 
Museum is stuck with me” 
 
And the Museum would have it no other way! 
 
The Museum would like to thank all its volunteers for all their work and continued support.  
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Volunteer Peggy Burgess, and her Granddaughter Ruth also a volunteer 


