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From the Editor  
After a somewhat kinder winter than last year, Spring flirted in and out, but finally arrived in 

time for Easter and the Spring School Holidays. As I write, the sun shines, the sky is blue 

and the many flowers and shrubs in our beautiful town blossom. Who knows though, often 

‘Mother Nature has a final fling with winds and showers before we can really hope for Spring 

and Summer. 

In this edition the planning matters are extended by Jennifer Rudd’s detailed report of the 

application submitted by Wiltshire Council for the development of the Olympiad car-park. 

This has been treated as a separate issue in view of its importance. Many people think the 

outcome was ‘done and dusted’ before the hearing. We shall keep a close watch on how it 

develops. 

The Vauxhall Railings have been saved as can be seen from the article by Geoff Barrett 

later in this Bulletin. 

Happy reading 

Bulletin Editor : contact details 
Mary Norton 
155 Queens Crescent  
Chippenham 
SN14  0NW 
Email mfenorton@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Anyone having suggestions or contributions on matters of interest relating to 
Chippenham for our next edition, please contact me – details as above  
 
Letters Page 
I would like to revive the letters page, so please let me have your comments 
on ‘The Buttercross’ e.g. any subjects you would like to see included, 
comments on current issues etc. 
Deadline for contributions to the August edition is 30th June 
 
 
 
 
T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 
www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

Like us on facebook /ChippenhamCivicSociety 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed by 
contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Civic Society. 

 

 

The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version - please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

mailto:mfenorton@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Planning Roundup      Jennifer Rudd 
 
1 18/01202FUL 
The Causeway Vauxhall garage site 
  
There has been some confusion over this application, a lot of planning 
recommendations from the Planning Officer were ignored. However this was 
re-submitted as 18/0820/FU in reply. Mainly this was about changes to 
materials and the front design which we felt were much more sympathetic to 
the Conservation area. This has now been approved with conditions and 
demolition of the garage is well under way. We hope this will be an 
improvement to this historic road. 
 
2 18/11596/FUL 
Land adjoining Westmead Lane and Wessex Water 
 
This is the application by the Chippenham Borough Lands to develop a 
recreation area to include a skate park and climbing wall. 
We feel this is an exiting opportunity to get these much needed facilities in 
the town. There is some opposition from local residents but mostly it is 
welcomed by the town. There is still some ongoing discussion and 
clarification on details has been asked for, but we look forward to this. 
 
3 18/10267/FUL 
Monkton Park Carpark off Sadlers Mead 
 
This is the plan to build a 5 storey carpark and office block in Sadlers mead 
carpark. We are very much against this development as were the Town 
council and many other people in the town but at a recent meeting in 
Trowbridge it was approved. (See article) 
 
4 19/01653/FUL 
24/25 High Street 
 
This covers Emery Gate and Poundland where a new shopfront is proposed. 
 
5 19/01653/TCA 
British Telecom, applicant Wiltshire Council 
 
Permission has been granted for ‘Crown reduction and pruning to allow for 
construction on adjacent Sadlers Mead carpark site (subject to planning) 
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6 19/03423/FUL 
19 Gladstone Road (Sweet Briar Cottage ) 
 
I was very disappointed to see the application to build a terrace of 7 houses 
in the garden of this house. Many of you will have looked round this garden, 
that was open for charity for many years. Paul and Joy Gough had developed 
the large area to the side of their house and planted a beautiful extension to 
their garden. They were expert plantsmen and I received lots of advice from 
them, always generously given. I believe this area was allotments at one 
time. 
 
7 17/09217/FUL 
Union Road 
 
Permission has been given for 16 apartments on the garage and carpark site. 
The original warehouse is to be reinstated. There will be an additional 4 new 
blocks incorporating a retail unit. 
 
8 19/00215/FUL 
Land off Cornfields 
 
This is land between Bristol Road and Allington Way where permission has 
been given for a new Residential Care Home. 
 
9 94 London Road 
 
An application to replace the 5 windows on the front of this listed building has 
been approved. 
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CIVIC SOCIETY SOCIAL PROGRAMME FOR 2019  Mike Stone 
 
Tuesday 21 May   ‘Fry Family History’ by John Scragg 
 
Tuesday 18 June   By-annual Civic Society Environment   and 
     Conservation Awards at St Andrew’s Church 
     Presented by Jack Konynenburg 
 
Tuesday 17 September ‘Operation Wansdyke’ by Jeremy Dix 
  
Tuesday 15 October  ‘Saving Britain’s Art Treasurers’ in WW11 by 
     Nick Mc Camley 
 
Tuesday 19 November  ‘Meadow in my Garden’ by Paul Jupp 
 
Tuesday 17 December  ‘Wiltshire Follies’ by Jonathan Holt Christmas 
     Event at The Cause. 
 
 
 
Membership Matters 
 
Welcome to our new member – Miss Joanna Claridge 
 
Outstanding Subscriptions 
 
There are still a number of outstanding subscriptions due from members. 
Please make every effort to continue your valued membership. Payment can 
be made at a meeting or by post to the Membership Secretary. 
 
For your subscription you receive a quarterly copy of the Buttercross Bulletin 
and also a very lively and interesting social programme on the third Tuesday 
of every month (excluding July and August). Plans are also underway to put 
up four further blue plaques in Chippenham commemorating people and 
events from the past. 
 
We look forward to your continuing support. 
 
Marilyn  
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Starlettes Reunited at Chippenham Museum  Elaine Davis 
 
 
 
Former members of the Chippenham Starlettes were reunited with its founder, 
Betty Hooper when they came to hear her talk at Chippenham Museum on 
Friday 29 March 
 
As part of Chippenham Museum’s Objects in Focus series of free talks, Betty 
spoke about a portrait of herself and her husband Bill, on show in the museum, 
and told of its presentation to her on the night of the last Starlettes show in 
November 1979. Betty went on to share tales of her time running the Starlettes 
and spoke with affection of the group’s very successful 25 years. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Chippenham Starlettes were formed in 1953 by Betty and Bill Hooper as 
a dancing a school for children. The group held their first performance, ‘Dick 
Whittington’, at the Neeld in 1954 and continued to stage popular performances 
both in Chippenham and at the Theatre Royal in Bath.  
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This year marks the 40th anniversary of the ‘Starlettes’ last performance so it 
was wonderful to have Betty take part in the museums series of talks and bring 
together former members. 
 
The museum would like to celebrate the anniversary further and want to hear 
from anyone who has memories of the group, or memorabilia which we could 
use in a display. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This  is a photograph of a scene in the popular pantomime ‘Cinderella’, one of 
the many productions organised by Betty and Bill Hooper for the enjoyment of 
not only the people of Chippenham but by the actors  taking part. 
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Celebrating Commonwealth Day     Mary Norton 
 
Chippenham is noted for enthusiastically supporting Local, National and 
International events and this was evident on Commonwealth Day on 11 March 
this year. 
 
Distinguished guests including Dr David Hemery CBE Deputy Lieutenant of 
Wiltshire, Nicky Alberry High Sheriff of Wiltshire and other Dignitaries were 
greeted by the Mayor and Mayoress of Chippenham Councillors Andy and Nina 
Phillips. Town Councillors, Officers and staff from the Town Hall, all 
congregated on the steps of the Town Hall and many members of the public 
watched the ceremony from the High Street together with 150 pupils 
representing Chippenham schools. 
 
Chippenham has close links with 9 Regiment The Royal Logistic Corps and we 
were delighted that they had returned from their latest overseas posting and 
were able to parade down the High Street. Lt Col Andrew Geary took the salute 
from the Town Hall steps where the flag folding ceremony also took place. 
 
Dr Hemery read the message from the Queen, together with the 
Commonwealth Affirmation, and the Commonwealth flag was raised.  
 
Following these events, the participants including the pupils then moved into 
the Neeld Community and Arts Centre where members of ‘9 Regiment’ gave a 
number of very entertaining presentations on the cultures of the 
Commonwealth member states. Very popular, and much enjoyed were the 
singing of a Fijian choir, and a Haka dance. The ‘Haka’ being quite awesome 
in person as opposed to seeing it on the TV at the start of a rugby match 
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Following the presentations in the Neeld Arts and Community Centre it was 
back upstairs to the Town Hall where refreshments were served. Here were a 
number of stalls arranged by the members of ‘9 Regiment’ from the various 
Commonwealth countries represented, and their citizens were delighted to 
answer the many questions put to them, especially by the pupils from the 
schools. Sporting activities, culture, music and especially food and drink were 
among the many subjects raised.  
 
 

 
 
 
Following the return of the pupils to their schools the general public were invited 
to join in with the celebrations in the Town Hall and many took the opportunity 
to do so. 
 
The Town Council was delighted by the number of people attending and 
expressed its thanks to Lt Col Geary and all of ‘9 Regiment’ for a very 
entertaining morning. 
 
The Editor expresses her grateful thanks to Mike Ormondroyd, the Deputy 
Macebearer, for volunteering to send me all the images shown in this article, 
(his were so much better than mine!). 
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St Nicholas School Keep Special Schools Local – Update Mary Norton 
 
 
Our February Bulletin briefly reported on the Wiltshire Council Plan to close our 
school together with three others, and to replace it with one large school at 
Rowde. There were many protests, representations, a petition etc., and a fund 
was set up to enable the school to take the matter further by legal action, and 
an application for a Judicial Review was made. 
 
The Judicial Review permission hearing was held in Cardiff on 15th March and 
the judge ruled in favour of the school. The implication being that the Council 
had not carried out a consultation properly. 
 
On 25th March an out of court settlement was reached with the Council meaning 
that the proposal for the ‘Super School’ was withdrawn as was the statutory 
notice to close the three schools. As a result the position then became the pre-
publication stage of consultation. 
 
Closure of the three schools has not been stopped but the process has 
been halted and the Council will stop and listen. 
 
Do not think it is now settled, the children attending their local special schools 
are entitled to be treated just like their peers at other local schools, such as: 
Being educated locally 
To participate in their local communities 
Travel times similar to other children 
To be able to walk to school 
Flexible education for individual needs 
Provision for over 16 year old students  
 
You can help in a practical way by writing to your MP, your Wiltshire and Town 
Councillors and the local press. There have been consultation meetings 
already watch for notice of any more or any further fund raising activities, we 
need to keep up the pressure on Wiltshire Council.   
 
This may be our last chance to save our school. 
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Betty and Bill Hooper, the founder members of Chippenham Starlettes. 
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