
CHIPPENHAM CONSTITUTIONAL CLUB CENTENARY                                      
         Don Little 
 
The Constitutional Club building situated in Foghamshire celebrates its Centenary 
this year. The style of building is classed as free English Renaissance Style and has 
a total frontage of 89 feet to the main thoroughfare. The contract for the building was 
signed on 21st September 1908 and the building took 6 months to complete at a cost 
of £2,427. The Club was officially opened on 5th May 1909. To allow for the building 
the Club had to purchase cottages in Foghamshire numbers 37 to 43. Cottages 
Nos.37-39 cost a total of £350, No.40 was £150 and Nos. 41-43 £230. The site was 
purchased from Sir Henry Fludyer. 
 
                                                                    

           
 
Five of the cottages fronted Foghamshire and two were at right angles to them. The 
contract for the building of the Club was placed with Messrs. Downing and Rudman 
of Chippenham. 
Chippenham was a very different place in those days. Beer was 1 shilling and 2 
pence per gallon with a 15% discount and whisky was 17 shillings and 9 pence per 
gallon. 
Special Guest of Honour for the opening of the Club was Viscount Ridley, Chairman 
of the Tariff Reform League. The other main dignitaries present were Lieutenant 
Colonel Sir Audley Neeld. C.V., M.V.O., the Hon. Lady Neeld, Mr and Mrs George 
Terrell, Sir Prior Goldney, C.V.O., C.B., Colonel M.Neeld and Mr H.H.Palairet. 



 
 
             The row of cottages demolished to make way for the new Club. 
 

 
 
 
The new Club opened in 1909. This has changed very little in 100 years except the 
gates on the side entrances have been removed and solid doors fitted. 
 
The front and ends are of Atworth stone masonry, with Bath Stone dressings. The 
main and central entrance is emphasised by a slightly projecting porch of Iconic 



columns and bases, carrying an entablature and circular balustraded balcony with 
enriched mouldings, and this feature is continued in the upper story with enriched 
pilasters carrying an entablature over which is arranged a circular panel, containing 
the Borough Arms and flanking date panels the whole being finished with a moulded 
coping of domestic Gothic treatment. The other entrances are of arched Bath Stone 
construction, one leading to the rifle range and skittle alley, the other by means of a 
glass loggia to members entrance to saloon and dining room. From the central porch 
the hall leads directly to the main saloon, 35 feet by 15 feet, fitted with serving 
counters 26 feet long and heated by an open dog grate in a recessed fireplace with 
oak settle and windows glazed with tinted leaded light. Overlooking the road and 
directly accessible from the main saloon are a spacious smoke room and a members 
dining room. 
 
A prominent feature of the ground floor is the billiard room, which is accessible from 
all parts, this being 35 feet long by 26 feet wide with two full sized tables. The room 
is fitted with oak panelled seating. 
 
A private residence for the steward adjoins the club with a spacious kitchen and grill 
for serving the dining room. Extending along the greater part of the western 
boundary is the large building containing the skittle alley and rifle range with a floor 
area of about 2500 square feet. The rifle range will allow several marksmen to fire 
together. The building can be readily used as an assembly room as all the fittings are 
moveable. The seating capacity estimated at approximately 480. 
 
The above describes the club on its opening day but the inside of the building has 
changed a great deal since then. It is interesting to note that following the outbreak 
of the First World War in 1914, Captain Barrett of the 16th Queens Lancers which 
were attached to the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry was given permission to use the rifle 
range to train recruits. Captain Barrett was the father of Charlie Barrett a past 
Chairman of the Club. 
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