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From the Editor 

 
A Happy New Year to all our readers and welcome to the first Bulletin of 2015.  

Looking back over the four issues of 2014 it is good to see the continuing mix of 

articles and news.  Thank you again to those who contribute so we can cover both 

the history and the culture of Chippenham past and the wealth of activities and 

energy devoted to ensuring a vibrant modern town. 

 

We look forward to the Conservation and Environment Awards evening in May.  The 

Committee has already drawn up a list of possible nominations but don’t hesitate to 

make your own suggestions.  These can range from large new corporate buildings 

recently completed, small renovations such as replacing railings, windows in period 

houses, renovations of shops or public areas.  Look at the website 

(www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk) to see what projects have received our Civic 

Society Awards in previous years. 

 

 

Bulletin editor contact details: 

 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 
 

  
Don’t forget the AGM on Tuesday 17th March 

 
Please see the enclosed agenda.  After the AGM there is an opportunity for 
members to give short presentations on any aspect of Chippenham and the 
surrounding areas.  Please get in contact with Mike Stone to discuss your subject 
and book your slot on 01249 446385 or stone48@live.co.uk. 

 
.  
 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:stone48@live.co.uk
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 Review of the Christmas Antiques Quiz     Marc Allum 

 
The run-up to Christmas is always fraught but this year’s winter calendar was sprinkled with 

a varied selection of festive engagements, not least our invitation to host the Civic Society 

Christmas Quiz on December 16
th
. Lisa and I enjoyed the evening immensely and were 

pleased to see such a big turn-out for what we hoped would be an entertaining and engaging 

soirée.  

 
Marc Allum and Lisa Lloyd at the Quiz 

 

Paramount – I always think – is to make any quiz both amusing and enlightening. Some 

people seem to have an inherent fear of quizzes but the hope is that all those involved will go 

away a little wiser but not duly concerned about whether they have won or not. To be frank, 

choosing the objects is always difficult because the house is full of obscure, esoteric artefacts 

but hopefully the selection we arrived with on the night justified some of the head-scratching 

and puzzled faces with a resultant amusing and intriguing evening.  

 

 
 

A selection of unusual objects from Marc and Lisa’s collection 
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The questions we posed were not always ‘fair’ – it’s easy when you know the answers – and 

values can be very difficult to judge, yet the idea of picking up the odd point on a good 

‘guesstimate’ just adds to the general fun of it all. So, whether or not you knew what the 

spikey roundel was called on the Mexican spurs (Rowel) or that the death mask was that of 

Napoleon, there was no dishonour in not achieving a high score in what was – by most 

peoples standards – a fairly enigmatic quiz formed from a collection of items put together by 

two people who have made the knowledge of such objects their life’s work.  

 

We enjoyed it greatly and hope you all did too! Perhaps we will see you next year? 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 APPEAL FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS   Isabel Blackburn 

    

Firstly, I would like to wish a very Happy New to you all, and hope that you have 
enjoyed the various events organised during the last year.  This was an important 
year for the Civic Society, celebrating our 40th Anniversary. 
 
As a relative newcomer, it was very interesting to me to see articles and photographs 
from much earlier days. I was amazed and very impressed by the considerable 
achievements over the years.  Things have changed a bit since the 80s, property 
purchase being far from the reach of many these days, but we have installed the Calf 
and enabled the restoration of the Fire Engine to the Museum in the last few years. 
However, the Society does need people to do things.  Our current committee still 
strives to maintain the effectiveness of the Society, tackling issues within the town, 
representing the Civic Society at relevant meetings with various organisations, and 
running an enjoyable social programme and Heritage Open Day.  We hope in 2015 
to resume the Conservation and Environment Awards, and welcome suggestions for 
this enjoyable event from members. 
 
In order for all this to continue successfully, we are always in need of new committee 
members who can take an active part in Society functions.  This year we have 
already lost from our number Don Little, after years of sterling service, and Owen 
Pennell is standing down as Secretary after serving as Chair, then Secretary over 
many years.  Roger Backway, too, is moving on to further his other activities, so we 
shall be seriously depleted in number after March 2015. 
 
Thus, I will ask all of you to consider joining us, and I am very happy to talk to 
anyone about possibilities if they think they might have an interest.  We are a friendly 
and informal group who want to do the best for our Society, and our town, but we do 
need more people to enable us to maintain our level of activities.  I would be 
especially pleased to hear from someone who would like to take on some duties as 
Secretary (not minutes, being handled very well by Sally Lynes).  This is an 
interesting role, at the heart of committee work, but need not be onerous, as projects 
are always fully discussed, and we do spread out jobs amongst us all.   
 
Alternatively, if someone might like to take the Chair, then I could be the Secretary! 
 
Please do contact me or any committee member if you are interested in learning 
more. 
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF THE CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY 
 

As reported in the November issue of the Buttercross Bulletin the Chippenham Civic Society 

organised an exhibition and a series of three lectures in the Yelde Hall, Chippenham to 

celebrate its 40th birthday and the return of the Chippenham fire engine which was made 

possible by the Civic Society.  The three lectures given covered aspects of the long history of 

the Yelde Hall and are summarised below and on pages 11 and 15. 

 

The Archaeology of the Yelde Hall by Mike Stone 
 

The Yelde Hall is a Grade 1 listed building that has always stood out in the Market Place on 

the edge of the medieval shambles.  The building, when it was owned by North Wiltshire 

District Council, was completely inspected by Gifford & Partners in 1996 who produced an 

archaeological and condition survey, this survey was compiled by structural and 

archaeological personnel.  The report summarised the Yelde Hall as a building of both 

archaeological and historic significance in Chippenham town centre.  The detailed inspection 

also revealed that far more of the original fabric survived and that the building had potential 

to reveal far more archaeological evidence than was currently visible.  The report also made a 

strong recommendation that remains of the timber lining should be considered for 

dendrochronological dating.  This was funded by North Wiltshire District Council and a 

report by N Nayling was submitted in 2000 giving a date range for the felling of the timber of 

1446 to 1458.  The building therefore was probably constructed from 1458 onwards.  At the 

time of the surveys the Yelde Hall was the town museum.  This was closed and the 

collections were moved to the new Museum & Heritage Centre, which opened in 2000. 

 

The empty Yelde Hall was earmarked by 

North Wiltshire District Council for a major 

restoration and conservation project.  In the 

project design it was decided that a full 

archaeological investigation would be 

carried out.  This commenced in 2001 by 

the late Dr K. A. Rodwell and was 

completed in 2002 (see photo on left).  By 

August 2001 many of the internal panels 

had been stripped to expose the timber 

frame, which aided the archaeological 

survey.  It was a pleasure as Curator to 

work closely with Dr Rodwell and officers 

of North Wiltshire District Council, along 

with the staff of St Blaise, who were 

awarded the contract for the restoration and 

conservation of the building.   

 

The building consists of a timber-framed 

open hall of four bays and a storied north 

end of one bay with a timber-framed upper 

chamber and stone-built ground floor lock-

up beneath.  The framing of the hall is set 

on sleeper walls of random limestone 

rubble.  Detailed recording of the timber 
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structure bore out Gifford's survey showing that there was far more of the original timber 

surviving.   

 

The surviving floor levels needed to be lowered as part of the restoration programme and this 

allowed the archaeology that was sealed beneath to be recorded.  The north west end of the 

hall retained large areas of stone pitched flooring overlaying the clay.  There were a great 

deal of post holes, pits and slots, which were very difficult to give a date to due to a lack of 

dateable material.  However, it is tempting to link some of the post holes to known activities. 

Some of these post holes may well be part of the system of wooden structures that were 

erected when the hall was used for court proceedings.  Other recorded remains may indicate 

that the hall, in the medieval period, was divided up into internal market stalls. 

 

The earliest phase of the Yelde Hall was found beneath the staircase and represents a part of a 

walling sealed in the rubble core which forms the base of the porch.  This fragment of walling 

(see photo below) therefore must be earlier than the surviving building and pre-dates the 

construction of Yelde Hall.  The quality of the stonework along with the shallow pilaster 

corresponds with the position of truss two and this is a strong indicator that there may well 

have been an earlier building on the same footprint with the same bay divisions.  The pilaster 

may suggest that it supported a roof of cruck or raised cruck type, which was common in this 

area in the 14th century. 

 

 
 

The pre-15th century wall and pilaster 

 

As we sit listening to this presentation in the Yelde Hall we can clearly see the work of 

restoration and conservation, which has given the building another lease of life as it continues 

to serve the Chippenham community. 
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CIVIC SOCIETY OBJECTS TO "THE RANGE" 

 
Planning Application 14/11556 proposed a huge Southern Distribution Centre to be built 

opposite Morrison’s on the A350. The Civic Society is totally against this hideous proposal 

which we believe will bring little benefit to Chippenham but many adverse consequences. We 

have met with Howard Ham who leads a group of Allington residents opposed to The Range. 

We have also sent letters to the editors of Western Daily Press (published in the letters 

section on 10 January), The Wiltshire Gazette & Herald (published in the letters section on 15 

January) and the Bath Evening Chronicle.  Opposition to the proposal is growing (over 1,000 

objections on the council planning website). The Highways Agency (HA) has issued an order 

on behalf of the Secretary of State preventing Wiltshire Council from making a decision for 

at least 6 months. This is because the HA have stated that the applicant has not carried out a 

sufficient traffic analysis on the effect of the proposal on Junction 17 traffic flows. They 

require an in depth study to be carried out by the applicant. We need to keep up the 

pressure to ensure that this application is rejected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRESIDENT Dr Robert E. Blackburn 
M.A. (Oxon), Mus. B., M.A.(Manchester), Ph.D., LTCL, FRSA 

www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

The Beeches 

Old Hardenhuish Lane 

Chippenham 

SN14  6HH 

01249 658697 

email: roger@backway.freeserve.co.uk 

 5 January 2015 

Lee Burman 

Development Services (North) 

Wiltshire Council 

Monkton Park 

Chippenham SN15 1ER 

 

(delivered by hand am 5 January to Monkton Park Council Offices Reception) 

 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY OBJECTION TO PLANNING APPLICATION 

14/11556/FUL, THE RANGE 

 

Chippenham Civic Society is totally opposed to "The Range" development planning 

application 14/11556/FUL on the following grounds: 
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Environmental Impact 

The size and scale are totally inappropriate for a rural location. A site larger than Terminal 

5 at Heathrow is surely quite out of scale with the rural surroundings on one side of the 

A350 and the nearby extensive good quality housing opposite. The noise of a 24/7 

operation in terms of both transport movements, loading/unloading and internal operations 

would be unacceptable to residents. The visual impact would also be devastating - it would 

completely spoil a pleasant edge-of- town residential area and have an effect on property 

prices. The distant view of the iconic grade 2* listed St Nicholas Hardenhuish church 

designed by John Wood (the architect of Royal Crescent in Bath) would also be seriously 

affected. This is one of only two Georgian churches in Wiltshire. 

 

Most distribution centres are located adjacent to Motorways e.g. Tesco Magor Distribution 

Centre at Junction 23A M4 near Newport, Argos and Morrisons adjacent to the M5 at 

Bridgwater, the huge Magna Distribution Hub near Lutterworth in Leicestershire (which 

houses a host of companies) sited in the M1, M6, M69 triangle. There are very good 

reasons for these locations - they are well away from large residential areas and being 

adjacent to motorways, noise and disruption are kept to a minimum even for 24 hour 

working. The proposed site in Chippenham does not meet any of these criteria. 

     

 

Impact on Chippenham Town Centre of the proposed Retail Store 

To allow an out of town retail store selling a large range of comparison goods would have a 

devastating impact on Chippenham Town Centre retail businesses at a time when strenuous 

efforts are being made to regenerate the town centre. We believe that the impact assessment  

The Range developers have carried out is totally inaccurate in claiming that the only effect 

will be on existing out of town retail stores. The range of products that a typical The Range 

retail store stocks includes: furniture, decor, bedding, curtains, DIY, kitchen, household and 

electrical appliances, rugs, carpets, artists materials, garden plants and equipment, toys, 

cycles, camping, clothing and pet supplies. All of these products are core retail offerings in 

Chippenham town centre. Therefore the proposed The Range retail store is in effect an 

out of town Department Store which would  seriously impact on the health of 

Chippenham town centre and this criterion alone constitutes sufficient grounds for 

rejecting the application based on Wiltshire Council and Government planning 

guidelines.  

 

Alternative Sites 

We understand that The Range is also looking at alternative sites. A possible site near M4 

junction 17  provided that it was for the Distribution Centre only would  be less 

damaging on the environment and have no effect on Chippenham town centre retail.  

 

New jobs created and effect on existing jobs 

We believe that the number of new jobs to be created has been grossly exaggerated. 

Distribution Centres do not create large numbers of jobs, due to the nature of the work and 

the degree of automation that they employ. Furthermore it is understood that The Range 

existing Southern Distribution Centre at Cribbs Causeway would close and the posts there 

will be relocated if the application is agreed. This is within easy daily travelling distance 
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so that the existing staff will almost certainly commute daily, adding to the already 

considerable traffic congestion on the A350. Therefore the net jobs increase is likely to be 

much lower than what we believe to be the already exaggerated number of 1,000 jobs 

claimed by the developer. Any net increase in jobs would have to be offset by the loss of 

jobs at the existing out of town retail parks in Chippenham and the town centre. The 

proposal does admit the impact on the existing out of town retail parks in terms of loss of 

percentage business but does not quantify the number of jobs lost in out of town or town 

centre businesses.  

 

Warehouse, Training Academy and Retail Integration 

The proposal also makes a business case for integrating Warehouse, Training Academy 

and Retail on the same site. However to our knowledge there is no other example in the 

UK where such an integration has taken place.  Other planning authorities rightly do not 

permit a company’s retail store to be sited right next to the same companies huge 

distribution centre and thus threaten existing town centre retail. The environmental 

considerations for a large retail and a large 24 hour industrial operation are completely 

different. The business case for integration is also unconvincing as the nearest The Range 

retail outlet is a short distance away in Swindon. 

 

Contrary to Wiltshire Council's Own Planning Policy 

The site is not identified in the Chippenham Strategic Site Allocation draft (December 

2014) produced by Wiltshire Council in response to the HM Planning Inspector's 

comments on the Wiltshire Core Strategy (where it was also not identified as a 

development site). Wiltshire Council would benefit from a substantial S106 contribution if 

the development goes ahead. We believe that the current financial pressures facing 

Wiltshire Council in its attempts to balance its budget may have led to Wiltshire Council 

encouraging this application contrary to its own planning policy and the legitimate 

concerns of its residents and existing businesses.  

 

The lack of transparency and legitimacy of the application process 

We  understand there have been extensive pre-application discussions  between the 

developer and Wiltshire Council over many months despite the prospective application 

being contrary to Wiltshire Council planning guidelines existing at the time and still 

current now. This leaves open the question of  whether the process followed for the 

application is flawed and open to challenge should the application be approved.  

 

Submitting and processing the application just before Christmas in the knowledge that 

time available for comment by the target date was limited over the Christmas period 

reinforces this view. The limited availability of the Wiltshire Council planning website 

portal over the Christmas period to view a planning application running into thousands of 

pages also demonstrates in our view that the consultative process itself has been unduly 

weighted towards the applicant. For an application of this magnitude to be made public 

only a short time ago certainly gives the appearance of an attempt by the developer to 

steamroller it through, giving little time for any detailed comments to be made. Our view 

is that the process has been unfair, unbalanced and unreasonable in its timescales for 

submitting substantive comments. 
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************************************************************** 

 

 

The Yelde Hall in War and Peace by Dr Kay Taylor  

 

The 40th anniversary of the Chippenham Civic Society was just one of many notable 

anniversaries in 2014, others including the centenary of the outbreak of World War I; 75 years 

since the outbreak of World War II; and 70 years since the D-Day Landings took place. 

Therefore, to mark the Society’s anniversary event at the Yelde Hall it seemed appropriate to 

look at the role played by the Hall within the town, in both times of war and of peace, over the 

course of its long history. 

 

As a newly-built civic and administrative space in the 15th century the hall stood ‘alone by itself 

in the midst of the street’. At this time the Hall had many uses, serving as the church hall for the 

nearby St Andrew’s Church where religious plays and Church Ales (social fund-raising events) 

were held. Queen Mary granted a charter to Chippenham in 1554, by which a bailiff and 

burgesses were appointed to oversee the administration of the town, and they also met at the Hall. 

Various legal processes, such as the manorial courts, also heard their cases in the Hall, while 

shops and market stalls soon began to cluster around it in the Market Place. The existence of 

these retail outlets became a source of dispute between the local elites over who should be 

entitled to the dues from the traders. Things came to a head in 1566 when Henry Sharrington’s 

servants ‘in riotous manner’ cut down the market stalls surrounding the Hall.  Nevertheless the 

principle of trading in the area was well-established and by 1580 formal permission had been 

granted for shops to be erected adjoining the Hall.  

 

 

Setting a Precedent 

To allow the proposal would set a precedent for uncontrolled and low quality 

development outside the natural A350 boundary of Chippenham, contrary to 

Wiltshire Council's own planning guidelines. 

 

Summary 

We believe this proposal will bring very little, if any, benefit to Chippenham, many 

adverse consequences and will destroy forever the character of the town and its 

surroundings.  

 

We urge Wiltshire Council to reject the application in its totality. 

 

Roger Backway 

for and on behalf of 

Chippenham Civic Society 

The Beeches 

Old Hardenhuish Lane 

Chippenham 

Wiltshire SN14 6HH 
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The building later to 

be used by Long’s 

Umbrella Hospital and 

then Wood’s 

Tobacconist, was 

attached to the hall at 

that time. The half-

timbered gable 

building, most 

recently used by 

Teagle auctioneers, 

was erected on the 

south-east corner of 

the hall in the 17th 

century. The town’s 

lock-up for 

accommodating 

drunks overnight or holding prisoners en route to the county assizes was at the north-west end of 

the Hall and in the early 17th century a purpose-built Council Chamber was erected over the lock-

up.  

 

This Council Chamber was used to debate all aspects of town life and those attending meetings 

there had to cope with the burdens placed on the town by the ebb and flow of the English Civil 

Wars (1642-1649).  Chippenham’s MPs Sir Edward Baytun and Sir Edward Hungerford 

supported Parliament’s cause but local garrisons, such as the one at Malmesbury, changed hands 

frequently during the battles. The Chippenham bailiff and burgesses were forced to ‘contribute’ 

three times to the Parliamentarian cause and twice to Royalist cause in 1642-43. William Kite’s 

account books for 1643-1644 reveal that the town had to bear its share of the costs of a £300 fine 

levied on the borough by Robert Long and His Majesty’s Commissioners, as well as paying a rate 

of 5s 6d to Sir William Waller for horses, 3s 6d rate for ‘pressing of soldiers’ for Col Chester, 2s 

9d rate for provisions to Malmesbury and £3 0s 8d towards a fine of £100 imposed on the 

Borough by the Parliamentarian Col Massey. The Yelde Hall was briefly in the thick of the 

fighting when Parliamentarian forces swept down through Foghamshire and chased the Royalists 

through the Market Place and along St Mary Street, clearing them from the town for the last time. 

In 1648 Col Massey changed sides to support Charles I, but picked the wrong side as the Royalist 

cause was waning and the King was executed in January 1649. 

 

Despite the town’s support for the Parliamentarian cause in the 1640s, Chippenham’s bailiff and 

burgesses were quick to make their public expressions of congratulations to Charles II on his 

Restoration to the throne in 1660, spending £5 16s on the proclamation and accompanying bell 

ringers as well as wine and beers for the celebrations.  They were less generous when his brother 

became King James II in 1685, spending 5s 6d ‘making ye Address to Congratulate the Kings 

peaceable accession to his throne’ and £1 8s on marking the coronation day. 

 

Even during periods of civil unrest the Hall continued to be used for routine purposes connected 

with the administration of the town’s affairs and with dispensing local justice. When the quarter 

sessions had to be adjourned to Chippenham from Marlborough in 1647 Edward Shickman and 

his brother were paid 1s 4d ‘for setting up a bar in the Guildhall’. The accounts book also shows 

that it cost 1s 2d to borrow curtains from Allington for the session and then return the same. 

Evidence of the bar for prisoners was discovered by archaeologists during the modern 

renovations to the Hall. 
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The next impact of war felt in the town occurred during the Napoleonic era (1799-1815). As a 

cloth-producing town Chippenham had benefited from orders for uniforms for the soldiers 

fighting on the continent but suffered a reversal of fortunes once Napoleon had been exiled and 

peace returned. The town experienced a slump in the cloth trade resulting in high unemployment, 

which was made worse by the influx of returning soldiers vying for the jobs that were available. 

Freak weather patterns led to poor harvests and high corn prices, so it is not surprising that there 

were reports of an affray in the town in 1816. The bailiff and burgesses had to try to calm the 

situation and in 2006 the ensuing debate in the Council Chamber, chaired by bailiff Ralph Hale 

Gaby, was recreated in a tableau installed there by the Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre. 

    

An unusual, but more peaceful, use for the Hall was provided by The Chippenham Savings Bank. 

This Bank was open for investors to visit between noon and 1pm every Saturday from 1822 to 

1846. 

 

Council business transferred to the newly erected Neeld 

Hall (given to the town by MP Sir Joseph Neeld) during 

the 1840s and other uses needed to be found for the 

Yelde Hall. From 1846 to 1911 the Chippenham 

Volunteer Rifles B Company used the north-west end of 

the building, including the council chamber, as an 

armoury. The recesses in the benches under the window 

still show where their rifles were stored, although those 

on the opposite wall no longer survive. In 1892 Major 

Brinkworth applied to the Corporation to use the old 

lock-up ‘for the purpose of a magazine instead of storing 

ammo in the armoury’. The Corporation agreed and the 

town clerk was tasked with asking the Police Authority 

for the key.  

 

The Chippenham Volunteer Rifles continued to use the north-west bay in the Yelde Hall up to 

1911, when they relocated to The Ivy, and in 1870 the Fire Service was granted permission to use 

the two bays in south-east portion of the Hall, erecting a partition to separate them from the 

Volunteers. The Fire Service made major changes to the Hall, cutting doors into the end wall to 

allow for the movement of their equipment. They also laid a concrete floor, put in a bell cote and 

installed a sky-light in the roof. Over the years the Fire Service progressed from the horse-drawn 

fire engine now on display in the Hall, through the steam engine beloved by Captain H. G. Phipps 

in 1908, to motor vehicles. Captain Joe Buckle ran the Service in the 1930s and 1940s, and his 

team was even deployed to assist the Bristol crews following bombing raids in November 1940. 

Change was in the air following the end of the war, and the Fire Service moved to its new 

premises in Dallas Road in 1946. 

 

Although the Fire Service was the major 

user during the 1939-1945 War, the Hall 

was once again pressed into service for 

military use during this time of national 

need, with recruitment posters 

festooning its walls and the local 

defence volunteers meeting within. 

 

Grand plans were in hand for the 

redevelopment of the town centre and 

these included the demolition of the 
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shops that had clung to the Yelde Hall for centuries. Despite opposition from the Ministry of 

Local Government and the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, the premises housing 

the 17th century half-timbered gable rooms of Teagle’s auctioneers and P.Wood hairdresser 

(previously used as Long’s Umbrella Hospital, and then Wood’s tobacconist), were torn down in 

the late 1950s/early 1960s. The Yelde Hall once again stood in splendid isolation. 

 

 

But what to do with the Yelde Hall now? The building was restored, with the double doors 

removed and the end wall filled in. The skylight and fire bell were also removed and internal 

repairs carried out. In 1962 council workmen had been ordered to remove the long table from the 

Council Chamber and break it up. Fortunately residents discovered this in time to prevent such 

wanton destruction and the table was restored by experts in Bath and returned to its rightful place 

in the Chamber.  

 

A museum for Chippenham had first been suggested by Dr Arnold Platts in 1909 and the vacant 

Hall provided the perfect opportunity to make this a reality. Dr Platts and Joseph Chamberlain 

had revived the idea at the end of the war, but it was still to take nearly 20 years to become a 

reality. With Mr Chamberlain as its first honorary curator the town’s first museum opened to the 

public on 25 October 1963. Initially intended to open all year round Mr Chamberlain made the 

decision in December 1963 to close it for three months because of the exceptionally bad weather. 

The Hall underwent restorations again in the 1980s and curator ‘Bimp’ Simpkins was pleased to 

be able to display the finds made in the lock-up at that time. My personal connection as a 

museum volunteer warden started in the mid-1990s when I was recruited by curator Tam Pearce. 

I was on duty at the Yelde Hall a couple of days before it closed as a museum in October 1999 

and fortunate to be on duty in the new museum on the day it opened to the public in March 2000. 

 

The Yelde Hall was again vacant so the opportunity was taken to completely refurbish the 

building between 2000 and 2003. In line with the 21st century requirements for public buildings, 

double doors were again installed in the end wall to provide good access for disabled visitors and 

for the ease of moving large items. The Hall’s new occupant was the Tourist Information Centre 

who used the premises for nine years (2003 to 2012). The lock-up became their store room while 

the museum staff cared for the Council Chamber. 

Assistant curator Beverley Hoff oversaw the 

installation in the Chamber of the tableau 

depicting the 1816 council debate. 

 

When the Tourist Information Centre relocated to 

premises adjoining the Town Hall in February 

2012 the Yelde Hall was returned to the care of 

the Museum & Heritage Centre. It is used as a 

valued community space for exhibitions, not only 

by the Museum but also by local artists and for 

other functions, including as a venue for Folk 

Festival Workshops. 

 

The Yelde Hall has been an important part of the 

fabric of Chippenham life for many centuries, 

serving the town in a variety of ways, and it looks 

set to be a focal point of the community for 

centuries still to come. 
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A Short History of Fire Fighting in Chippenham by Mike Stone 

 
As our ancestors began to live in larger and larger urban centres, which are often built of 

organic materials, the risk of fire remained a constant threat.  There are many historical 

records of fires throughout the cities of the ancient world.  One good example is a record 

from the Governor of Bithynia in the early 2nd century AD; Pliny informs us he had 'to 

provide such machines as are of service in extinguishing fires, enjoining the owners of houses 

to assist in preventing the mischief of fire from spreading and, if it should be necessary, to 

call in the aid of the populus'.  The earliest record for Chippenham is in 1597 and it echoes 

Pliny's account, the record states 'water stands. Item it is ordered, that eurvy psone beinge an 

householder wtin the Burrough shall yearelye ffrom the first of Maye until the VIIIth of 

September have an sett at his dore in the streete one Barrell, standard, Payle or other 

sufficient vessel full of water dureinge the saied tyme upon payne to eurye pursone for eurve 

nighte makeinge defaulte after warneinge given in that behalf ijd (ijd is equivalent to two 

pence in the 16th century)'. 

 

The growing town of Chippenham in the 16th century would have been almost entirely 

constructed of timber houses roofed with thatch or shingles.  Examination of the bailiffs 

accounts in the 17th century often refer to the cryer who would give warnings about fires and 

the need for ladders to be available so that the building thatch could be pulled off.  Another 

ongoing problem was that the historic town centre around the Market Place was high up 

above the river and therefore water could be a problem.  In 1766 there was a demand that the 

town pump in the Market Place be reopened along with a further new pump so that an ample 

supply of water could be used.   

 

On 24 May 1848 a letter from Jacob Phillips, Church Warden was sent to various people in 

the town, referring to the fact that a fire of some considerable extent had occurred last 

evening.  He proposed calling a meeting of the parishioners to take into consideration the 

need to raise a fund for the purpose of purchasing a new engine, pipes and buckets.  The 

outcome of the appeal was about £154 from 69 contributors, including 9 insurance 

companies.  The amount raised allowed the purchase of a Carriage Fire Engine from 

Merryweather for £96 plus hose, buckets, lamps and drag chains.  On 7 March 1849 it was 

recorded that the town fire brigade consisted of 12 able-bodied respectable mechanics who, in 

case of fire received 5 shillings each.  

The new Chippenham brigade was 

commanded by a Superintendent 

who received 2 guineas per annum 

plus a sum for each fire he attended.  

The fire engine was kept beneath the 

arches of Brunel's viaduct, which is 

recorded in a photograph of 1899 in 

the museum.  In 1903 the fire 

brigade took over the Yelde Hall and 

turned it into a fire station.  A new 

floor was put in which both 

damaged and sealed in the 

archaeological story of the Yelde 

Hall referred to on page 6.   

 
   Captain Joe Buckle and his men outside the Yelde Hall in 1935 
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In the Yelde Hall today you can see the restored fire engine, which through the efforts of 

members of the Civic Society and the staff at the Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre 

has been restored and returned as an exhibit.  Readers of the Buttercross Bulletin can find 

further accounts of the fire engine in the November 2014 issue, which have been pulled 

together by Tony White, former editor of the Bulletin. 

 

 
 

Mike Brotherhood and Mike Stone unloading the fire engine at the Yelde Hall 

 

In celebrating 40 years of the achievements of the Chippenham Civic Society the three 

presentations, along with the exhibition, clearly demonstrate that the membership has had a 

most positive effect on both raising and preserving Chippenham's heritage.  Hopefully many 

of us will raise a glass when the Civic Society is 50 years old! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership matters 
 Welcome to our new members:  Bob & Pat Nation, Mike Bailey, Rev 

Robert Toogood, Stuart & Kay Bird - all from Chippenham 
 
 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to 

join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee.  A good way to find out about Chippenham past and 
present & an excellent Christmas present!  See more details on p 23 

 
 A reminder if you have not renewed your subscription. Speedy 

return of the forms to Marilyn Stone would be much appreciated. If 
you do not renew this will be your last issue of the Bulletin. 

 
 Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic  PDF version  - please let 

us know at chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Maurice Banks Remembered 
 
Many members will remember Maurice Banks who died just before Christmas. 
 
As a local businessman he ran a fruit and vegetable shop in the town which was 
noted for its high quality and excellent service.  He was also a well respected and 
well liked man who was a pillar of St Andrew’s Church where he was deputy church 
warden for many years.  The church was full for his funeral where his modesty and 
inherent goodness was praised. 
 
He was a devoted family man, a real gentleman but a shrewd judge of character with 
a sharp sense of humour.  He was always positive even after the tragic death of his 
wife, Penny. 
 
He was an active member of the Civic Society, serving on the committee for many 
years.  He will be greatly missed. 

 
Editor’s note: I’m sure many people will have memories of Maurice which they may 
wish to share. 

 

 

 

LANGLEY PARK SOLD BY HANSTEEN TO MAS REI 

Langley Park has been sold to a property investment company called Mas Rei. MAS Real 

Estate Inc. is a real estate investment company that has been established to invest in high 

quality real estate initially in the UK, Germany and Switzerland. The Company’s objectives 

and investment strategy are “aimed at investors seeking European commercial property 

opportunities that yield stable returns and portfolio diversification.  The Company aims to 

provide an investment to shareholders that maximises shareholder value by adopting a high 

income distribution policy. To enhance return, the Company will also invest in properties that 

stand to benefit from capital return improvement through active asset management”. 

On the 18 December 2014 the Company transfers its listing on the AltX to the Main Board of 

the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, the Company is also listed on the Euro-MTF in 

Luxembourg. Their notice to shareholders is shown below. Let us hope that this development 

shows some movement soon. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MAS Real Estate Inc. 
Registered in the British Virgin Islands 
Registration number 1750199 
Registered as an external company in the Republic of South Africa 
 

ACQUISITION OF INVESTMENT PROPERTY IN THE UK 
INTRODUCTION 
Shareholders are advised that MAS has, through two wholly owned subsidiaries, 
completed the acquisition of an industrial warehouse and office park situated close to 
the town centre of Chippenham, UK (the "property") for a purchase price (before 
acquisition expenses) of  EUR 40,250,000 (the “acquisition”). 
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PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 
Melksham Rd, Patterdown 14/08985/OUT   

Permission was refused to build 6 new semi-detached houses. 
 
Rowden Park, Patterdown Road 14/1118/OUT   
Application for outline planning permission for mixed use urban extension to include 
residential, primary school, open space, riverside park, allotments, roads etc.    
 
Wavin Plastics, Parsonage Way 14/10828/FUL   
Application for planning permission for Factory extension of 8200 sq. metres plus 2 
storage warehouses and other buildings. 

The purchase price for the acquisition was entirely funded from the proceeds of 
the capital raising undertaken in February 2014. The property extends to almost 20 
hectares of land in total, split over three zones, with zones 1 and 2 comprising 11.7 
hectares of industrial, warehouse, office and storage space. Zone 3 is a mix of 
short-term and vacant industrial and warehouse buildings comprising 7.7 hectares 
of space. The initial net yield on total purchase price is 4.6%. 
 
RATIONALE AND SALIENT TERMS OF THE ACQUISITION 
MAS believes that this property is very well-located within one mile of the town 
centre and adjacent to the town's train station. The solid industrial and office 
tenants, several of which are large multi-jurisdictional businesses, in zones 1 and 2 
of the property fit well with the Company's income strategy and the forecast 
average core income yield is 6.5% from these two zones alone. Zone 3 is suitable 
for short-term lets but primarily offers strong development potential. This 
acquisition will become the largest single asset in MAS property portfolio in terms 
of both size and value and demonstrates the increased profile of the Company in 
the European commercial property marketplace. The effective date of the 
acquisition is 15 December 2014 and the current annual rent roll is EUR 2,314,000 
per annum. 
 
17 December 2014 
For further information please contact: 
Helen Cullen, Company Secretary, MAS Real Estate Inc. +44 1624 625 000 
Java Capital, South African corporate advisor and JSE Sponsor +27 11 283 0042 
Charl Brand, M Partners, Luxembourg +352 263 868 602 
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John Miller Garden Machinery, Bath Road 4/11024/FUL   

Application for planning permission for extension to car park. 
 
Parklands, Malmesbury Road 14/11382/FUL also 14/11619/LBC  
Following the exhibition some time ago, this is an application for planning permission 
to convert the existing listed building into 4 flats and demolish the flat roof extensions 
to the rear and side.  Six houses would then be erected plus one coach house. The 
existing 4 bungalows will remain.  It will be good to see this large, important site 
restored and improved.  
 
Westinghouse Recreation Ground 14/11556/FUL  

Application for the variation of condition 5 of original planning application 
N/11/00134/FUL 
 
New Sainsbury’s, Station Hill.  

The Civic Society wrote an objection to the new 9 foot sign. We considered the sign 
was too big and a 6 foot one would be more appropriate. 
 
The Range Land North of West Cepen Way 14/11556/FUL  

Application to build a storage, distribution and retail centre. See full letter of objection 
on page 8. 
 
The Bridge 14/11798/FUL 

Application for planning permission for new café, ‘The Bridge,’ to erect canopy over 
the courtyard and some external seating. 
 
Land in Baydons Lane 14/11995/FUL 

Application for planning permission to build 8 residential dwellings with associated 
works in land off Baydons Lane. This site is between the Millennium Wood and the 
road. The houses all front on to the lane. A section of land has been left as a ‘badger 
zone’! 
 
St Paul’s Church Hall, Malmesbury Road 

Permission has been given to demolish the hall and erect 5 dwellings. The end of an 
era, many will remember using the hall over the years for all sorts of activities.  
 
Neeld Hall Redevelopment 14/10742 

An application has been submitted to allow the former ‘Baby Boots unit’ to be 
incorporated into the main building and for change of use. The application for Listed 
Building Consent for the major changes to the Neeld Hall is expected to be 
submitted very shortly. 
 
New Footbridge and Lift at Chippenham Station 

 
Network Rail has begun work on the new footbridge and lift at Chippenham Railway 
station.  The old footbridge is now closed and preparatory work on the platforms has 
been started.  Photos on site show the finished works which are due to be completed 
in July 2015.  This is excellent news and we hope that progress is fast! 
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 KING ALFRED AND THE ORIGINS OF CHIPPENHAM   
 

Mike Stone reprises the talk he gave to the Civic Society on 20 January 2015 

 

Alfred’s battle with the Vikings 

  

The Saxon town of Chippenham is attested in many Anglo-Saxon records, mostly written 

during the reign of King Alfred, who spent a considerable amount of time in the Royal Ville 

in the town.  The main documents are the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and Asser's Life of Alfred, 

who was the king's official biographer.  The events that took place in 877 and 878 AD were 

to be pivotal: would King Guthrum and the Viking Armies overrun the kingdom of Wessex 

or would King Alfred triumph and maintain his kingdom's borders? 

 

In the winter of 877 AD King Guthrum and his army retired to Gloucester for the winter.  In 

Alfred's Wessex the king had moved to his hunting lodge at Chippenham, where he would 

celebrate Christmas, which would culminate in a ceremony on Twelfth Night.  King Guthrum 

was well aware of what was to happen at Chippenham and he made his move with a lightning 

strike from Gloucester through Cirencester crossing the rivers north of Chippenham and he 

timed his attack on Twelfth Night (Monday, 6 January 878), probably reasoning that Alfred's 

Court would not be expecting this sudden surprise attack.  The details are given in two 

accounts:  

 

 

  
Popular image of King Alfred but in reality he did not have a beard! 

 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (B), 878:  

 

'Here the raiding-army stole away in midwinter after Twelfth Night to Chippenham, and 
overrode and occupied the land of Wessex, and drove many of the people across the sea, 
and the greatest part of the others they over-rode - and the people submitted to them - 
except for Alfred the king, and he with a small troop went with difficulty through the woods 
and into swamp fastnesses.' 
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Asser's Life of Alfred: 

 

 'In the year of the Lord's incarnation 878 (the thirtieth of King Alfred's life) the Viking army 
went to Chippenham, a Royal estate situated in the left-hand part of Wiltshire.' 
  

During the attack King Alfred and a body of his warriors managed to slip away and went 

west to hide and regroup in the swamps of Athelney.  From the 6 January Chippenham then 

became a Viking stronghold and they would have probably strengthened and added to the 

bank, ditch and wooden palisade.  To understand what was happening we must return to 

Asser's account which relates: 

  

'At the same time King Alfred, with his small band of nobles and also with certain soldiers 
and thegns was leading a restless life in great distress amid the woody and marshy places of 
Somerset.  He had nothing to live on except what he could forage by frequent raids, either 
secretly or openly, from the Vikings as well as from the Christians who had submitted to 
Guthrum's authority.' 
  

In May of 878 the war clouds were hanging once again over the conquest of Wessex, King 

Alfred raised a large army and marched to Edington.  News of this reached Guthrum in 

Chippenham and he too marched out of the fortified town and headed to Edington.  The 

Royal House of Wessex under Alfred gained a great victory and the Viking army and 

Guthrum fled back to Chippenham where they were besieged for two weeks before 

surrendering and signing the Treaty of Wedmore. 

  

Where was Saxon Chippenham? 

  

The historian Michael Wood, when he was researching his book The Dark Ages, visited 

Chippenham in 1980 and was the first to look at the topography and ask the question 'where 

were the defences and the site of Alfred's hall?'  While I was a lecturer in archaeology at 

Chippenham College I carried out many small excavations in the heart of the medieval 

town.  Later, when curator of Chippenham Museum, I was again involved in further 

excavations.  The information from the excavations was summarised in 'The Archaeology of 

Wiltshire Towns: An Extensive Urban Survey - Chippenham 2002'.  Finds of Saxon material 

from the excavations consist of Saxon chaff pottery, a clay loom weight and a bronze stylus, 

all of which were found in a central area of the town around St Andrew's Church.  From north 

of Chippenham a highly decorated Viking stirrup was uncovered and many years ago, in 

Emery Gate, Chippenham, an iron spearhead was found.  Looking at the topographical layout 

and the fossilised street plan it is possible to suggest an area which could have been the 

Saxon settlement.  The wall that runs along on the north east side of the church in St Mary's 

Street is highly likely to be the line of the Saxon defence.  I have been looking for some time 

to identify possible locations to test this theory.  The front garden of Marc Allum's house 

provided an excellent opportunity.  When I approached Marc he readily agreed to allow an 

excavation, which began on 19 August 2014. 

  

The excavation attempted to find the large earthen bank which was at the back of the wooden 

palisade.  If this was found then for the first time we would have concrete evidence of the line 

of defences on one side of the town which saw the events that took place on the 6 January 

878. 
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What did we find? 

 

Over a period of fourteen days, with only a slight interruption for bad weather, the excavation 

was carried out.  We did not find any evidence of the Saxon defences, but we did find a great 

deal of pottery, animal bone and bronze and iron pins and knives.  The pottery dates from the 

Roman period, with a few Saxon shards, and a great deal of pottery from the medieval period 

through to the present.  A selection of finds will be on display in the museum in April 2015.  

Plans are actively being put together to carry out further work in an attempt to find the Saxon 

defences. The search goes on .....! 

 

 

DO YOU RECOGNISE THIS HOUSE? 

 

 
 

 

The photo above was sent in by John Lewin as he thought readers might find it of 
interest. This follows his piece in the November 2010 Bulletin featuring ‘An extract 
from the Architects’ Journal for January 13 1952 – Peter’s Farm near Chippenham 
with alterations and additions.’  

Further research has found that it is called Pitter’s Farm.  It’s an unlisted building 
between Sandy Lane and Derry Hill, Calne Without.  The photo is reproduced by 
kind permission of the Wiltshire Buildings Record. 
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2015 
 
 Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting 
at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 

February 17th 
Chippenham Troubles 1815 -1830.  Andrew Skelton, Chippenham Museum and 
Heritage Centre, will present an illustrated talk on this aspect of the town’s history. 
 
March 17th 
Annual General Meeting.  After the main business is concluded, members are 

invited to talk about their particular interest in Chippenham. This might be a building 
of historic or architectural merit, an object, event, organisation or personality. We 
would be grateful if members could bring along photos, artefacts, books or written 
information and be prepared to speak to the audience for no more than 5 minutes 
each. Please let Mike Stone know in advance if you would like to take part. 
 
April 21st  
Wiltshire Wonders.  Mrs Dina La Vardera, author of The Little Book of Wiltshire, will 
talk about some fascinating facts concerning the county. 
 
May 20th 
Conservation and Environment Awards 2015 
 
Suggestions for future talks are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or any 
committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £12 per year per household (£7 

per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Chippenham 
Town Council, Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. 
Copies can be purchased from the membership secretary, Marilyn Stone (contact 
details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 31 March 2015 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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The Horse Chestnut Trees planted by the Civic Society in Lovers Lane, 
Chippenham 

 
 

 


