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From the Editor 

 
A Happy New Year to all our readers and welcome to the first Bulletin of 2016 which 

will be my last as Editor.  Hopefully it will not be the last of the Buttercross Bulletins – 

please read and respond positively to the Chairman’s urgent request on page 7 – 

‘Your Society Needs You’. 

 

Looking back since 2008 when I began editing the Bulletin, it is good to see the 

continuing mix of articles and news.  Thank you again to those who contribute so we 

can cover both the history and the culture of Chippenham past and the wealth of 

activities and energy devoted to ensuring a vibrant modern town. 

 

Once again it is that time of year when we look forward to the Conservation and 

Environment Awards evening in May.  The Committee has begun to draw up a list of 

possible nominations but don’t hesitate to make your own suggestions.  These can 

range from large new corporate buildings recently completed, small renovations such 

as replacing railings, windows in period houses, renovations of shops or public 

areas.  Look at the website (www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk) to see what 

projects have received our Civic Society Awards in previous years. 

 

Bulletin editor contact details (until March 2016): 

 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 

Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 

 
Don’t forget the AGM on Tuesday 15th March 

 
Please see the enclosed agenda.  After the AGM there is an opportunity for 
members to give short presentations on any aspect of Chippenham and the 
surrounding areas.  Please get in contact with Mike Stone to discuss your subject 
and book your slot on 01249 446385 or stone48@live.co.uk. 

 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:stone48@live.co.uk
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A HUNDRED YEARS OF SPEED WITH SAFETY 
 
 Andrew Law writes this review which first appeared in the Wiltshire Archaeological & 
Natural History Magazine, Vol 108, 2015. 
 
Those who attended the Wiltshire Archaeological 
and Natural History Society railway themed 
conference in November 2014 will have received 
an excellent introduction to this book from Mike 
Stone, Chairman of the WANHS Industrial 
Archaeology Committee. As one of the editors, 
Mike was well placed to talk on the subject of this 
book which was written at the direction of 
Westinghouse to celebrate the company’s 100th 
anniversary in 1981.  
 
When commissioning this work O.S. Nock was 
the obvious choice, partially due to his renown as 
a railway scribe, although probably more so 
because of his lifelong employment in the 
company. Sadly the production of the original 
draft coincided with the acquisition of 
Westinghouse by Hawker Siddeley, and as a 
consequence the manuscript remained 
unpublished for over 20 years. Rediscovered, it 
was published by the current editorial team in 
2006.  
 
The text has been revised in a second edition, reviewed here. The work has been 
increased in size, more than 70 additional photographs have been added and an 
epilogue included which brings the history of the company right up to date. The work 
describes chronologically the incorporation of the Westinghouse Brake Co. Ltd. 
along with the histories of a number of competitors such as Saxby & Farmer, and 
McKenzie Clunes & Holland, which were to eventually combine with Westinghouse, 
forming the Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd. in Chippenham. The wide 
repertoire of the company’s products is described in detail, as are the technology-led 
innovations that enabled levels of safety to match the increasing speed and density 
of rail travel. Overseas subsidiaries and associated companies are discussed along 
with products developed for the mining, maritime and rapid transit industries. 
Helpfully the editors have added a series of information panels which supplement 
O.S. Nock’s text, providing additional information where necessary. This book is 
important; an impressive record of a famous local railway engineering company, and 
one that has benefitted by revision. The current editors are to be applauded for 
ensuring this work is once more available. It will be of great interest to students of 
railway engineering who will, no doubt, appreciate the level of detail provided by O.S. 
Nock.  
 
Purchasers will be pleased to learn that the publisher, Polunnio Ltd., is a not-for-
profit organisation committed to publishing the social and industrial history of North 
Wiltshire. Money raised from sales of this book will support further publishing 
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projects and help protect the Westinghouse collections and archives in their various 
homes. This publication is recommended.       
 
A Hundred Years of Speed with Safety. The Inception and Progress of the 
Westinghouse Brake & Signal Company Ltd. 1881-1981, by OS Nock. Second 
Edition: Revised and Updated. Edited by Stuart Angill, John Francis, Mark Glover 
and Mike Stone. Polunnio Ltd, 2014, 227 pages, soft back, black and white 
illustrations, £14.95, ISBN 9780956736215. 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                
 
 
AN AUDIENCE WITH JANE AUSTEN 

 
 

                  
 
 
 
The ticket above was a foretaste of the entertainment on offer at the 2015 Christmas 
Event.  Members, family and friends of the Civic Society were treated to ‘An 
audience with Jane Austen’ on Tuesday 8 December in the Rotary Hall.    Kim Hicks, 
an established and talented actress gave a spirited and amusing performance which 
delighted the packed audience. 
 
She was dressed (see illustration on the back cover) as of the period and seated at 
her ‘work table’ read extracts from Jane Austen’s most famous and lesser known 
novels.  Her choice of pieces included some short satirical selections from some of 
the minor works not necessarily known but of excellent literary merit.  The main 
performance revolved around well known selections depicting courtship and 
marriage proposals which were familiar and well loved by many members. 
Characters from novels such as Pride & Prejudice and Emma were brought to life 
with her inspired recital.
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A Tribute to Jeremy Shaw 
 

It is with great regret that we have to announce the sad 
death of Jeremy Shaw, who was the Secretary of our 
Society during the past year.   
 
Jeremy agreed to stand and was elected to the 
Committee last March, despite the fact that about that 
time he discovered that he was seriously ill.  Jeremy 
undertook tasks and attended meetings as much as 
possible but as the year progressed he became 
increasingly less able to participate, though retaining 
his position in a consultancy capacity.   
 

 
Jeremy had lived in Chippenham for some years and, having a varied business 
background, he was a much valued member of the Committee.   Professionally, he 
had developed a successful Public Relations and Marketing Agency and was a fund 
raiser for various charities.  He was a local campaigner, and was active in river 
conservation and the location of the proposed skate park in Chippenham.  His other 
interests included sailing and house building. 
 
He was a very warm and kind person who would apply himself to assist others and 
enhance their lives.  He will be greatly missed. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to offer condolences to Jeremy’s wife, Leonie, 
and their family, from all the members of Chippenham Civic Society. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership matters 
 Welcome to our new members:  David Delaney, Marilyn & David 

Adcock, Robin Catt, Stephen & Margaret Lile, James Adman & Beth 

McNally from Chippenham and Dr Rosalind Johnson from Salisbury 
 
 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to 

join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee.  A good way to find out about Chippenham past and 
present.   See more details on p 23 

 
 A reminder if you have not renewed your subscription. Speedy 

return of the forms to Marilyn Stone would be much appreciated. 
If you do not renew this will be your last issue of the Bulletin. 
Also please ensure that if you pay by standing order this is for 
the correct amount (£12) 
 

 Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic  PDF version  - please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

 

mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk


7 

 

URGENT MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN REGARDING THE COMMITTEE 
 

For some time now, we on the Committee have regularly been sending out pleas 
trying to encourage additional members to join us, to participate in the running of our 
Society. Encouragingly we have had a number of new committee members over the 
last couple of years.  However through unforeseen circumstances I am sorry to 
report that we are now reaching a CRITICAL POINT for the following reasons: 
 

1. Deaths - During the last year two members central to the Committee, Owen 

Pennell and Jeremy Shaw, have sadly died unexpectedly and suddenly 

following serious illness. Jeremy had only just joined the committee as 

Secretary and Owen had served on the committee in a variety of roles 

including previously as Chairman and Secretary. Their active contributions will 

be much missed and now we find the committee seriously depleted in critical 

roles.  Other members have been standing in to cover their roles where 

necessary but increasingly we have been finding lack of resources to be a 

real problem in determining the activities that the Committee can undertake. 

2. Departures -  Following a year’s notice, at the AGM in March Prue Backway 

will be retiring from Editorship of our much loved Buttercross Bulletin, due to 

increasing family commitments.  Thanks to her for many years of diligent 

work.  We urgently need someone to take over this task to ensure the 

Bulletin’s continued existence.  It would be a great pity if it had to be 

abandoned after such a long and successful period of publication.  

3. Chairman - I have decided to stand down as Chairman, also at the AGM after 

serving on the committee as Secretary and Chairman over a number of years. 

 

Thus, after the AGM, we shall be short of two Executive Officers (Chairman and 

Secretary) without whom the Society cannot effectively function as a registered 

charity. We have a good number of members for the rest of the committee. Colin 

Lynes, the other Executive officer, is continuing as Treasurer and we have six other 

committee members (subject to re-election) covering the following roles: 

Membership Secretary, Social programme, Planning matters, Minutes Secretary, 

Website and other issues. We are considering reducing the number of committee 

meetings from 10 to 6 per year. 

 

It is vital that we fill the posts of Chairman and Secretary as the Society cannot 
function without these two posts. The Buttercross Bulletin is an important 
means of communication and influence for the Society and if we cannot find 
an editor a drastically reduced publication is the inevitable consequence. We 
have nearly 200 members in the Civic Society. It is difficult to believe that there 
are not individuals out there who could devote a little of their time. Members! 
it’s now up to you.  It will be your call at the AGM and I appeal to volunteers to 
come forward. I have found my time to be enjoyable and rewarding.  Please 
give some thought to above and if you feel you can help in advance of the AGM, 

please contact me or any member of the Committee.    Isabel Blackburn, Chairman 
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PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 
15/11107/LBC The Bear Hotel 
Application for external and internal work and improving courtyard area. Some timely 
renovation! 
 
15/11153/OUT Land East of Forest Farm, Pewsham 
This is an application for outline planning permission for a mixed development to 
include 200 houses and more. We have already commented on this, saying we are 
not happy about it especially as it falls outside the Chippenham Site Allocation Plan 
for new housing approved by Wiltshire Council. 
 
15/10195/LBC The Yelde Hall 
Application to remove some materials previously used in repair work and replace 
with alternative materials including works to infill panels and timber frame.  
 
15/11233/FUL 41, Market Place (The Old Post Office Building) 
Application to build a 3 storey extension to the rear to provide additional office space 
which will be used by Mander Duffill accountants who will have 83 staff. 
 
15/1084/LBC 7, St Mary's Place 
This is an application for major internal alterations and external repairs. These would 
appear to reinstate some parts lost and generally be an improvement to the building. 

 
15/11886 Construction of a bridge across the Railway Line as an extension to 
Parsonage Way 
This planning application proposes the construction of a road bridge across the 
railway line to provide access to the proposed Rawlings Farm housing development. 
As the housing development has not yet been approved, the planning application 
seems at best premature. It has been extensively reported in the local press. 
 

THE RANGE PULLS CHIPPENHAM DEVELOPMENT (14/11566) 
After a long and controversial campaign, The Range has decided to build its huge new 

distribution centre on a site at Avonmouth rather than at Cepen Way, Chippenham.  The 

Civic Society has been totally opposed to the Chippenham development - it would have been 

the largest warehouse in the South of England (15 times the size of Wembley Stadium) and 

the proposed site was totally inappropriate for such a scale.  The site at Avonmouth already 

has the required planning permission and is expected to be completed by the end of 2017. We 

welcome the fact that common sense has prevailed.  When pressure is applied and a rational 

argument put forward developers can be persuaded to change their minds. 
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 NEW PLANS FOR LANGLEY PARK REVEALED 

                                       
In 2013 Wiltshire Council approved outline plans for the redevelopment of Langley Park (the 

Westinghouse Site) submitted by the then owners Hansteen Holdings.  The site was 

subsequently sold to property investment company MAS REI, a South African- German 

company with property holdings predominantly in Germany. 

 

 
 

MAS REI have considerably revised the original proposals and hosted a public consultation 

in Chippenham Town Hall on 15th December 2015 with the intention of submitting a 

planning application in early/mid 2016.  The original Hansteen proposals envisaged a fairly 

large supermarket, a number of small retail units together with housing and industrial units. 

There was also space for a hotel although no firm intention. 

 

The revised ideas from MAS REI are significant in that they now propose only a smallish 

discount store (Aldi or Lidl?), have a definite site for a budget hotel (Premier Inn or such 

like?) and seem to be rebranding the industrial units as a high tech business park.  This all 

seems an improvement on the earlier application and shows a much better strategy for an 

important site so near the railway station.  The housing part of the development has the 

proposed name King Alfred's Gate - does Mike Stone know of any trace of King Alfred in 

that area? 

 

Further details can be found on the website www.kingalfredsgate.com  and 

www.langleyparkchippenham.com .  Some of the display boards taken from the exhibition 

are illustrated below. It is still early days but the signs are quite encouraging.  

http://www.kingalfredsgate.com/
http://www.langleyparkchippenham.com/


10 

 

             
  

Plan showing proposals for split between residential and industrial use 

 

 

                                                    
   

Plan showing proposed allocation within the site 
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Chippenham Civic Society on Facebook                              Geoff Barrett 

 
Most members will be aware that we have had a website for some years and that it contains 

information about our aims and past achievements.  It also provides up-to-date details about 

our next social meetings.  The website is visited regularly by people from all over the country 

as well as a regular stream of viewers from other parts of the world.  

 

To further spread our presence on the internet, the Society now has a Facebook page!  

Facebook is a much more interactive medium which is better for highlighting short topics, 

showing pictures and providing the opportunity for anyone to interact and share their views 

about Chippenham. 

 

 
 

We would encourage all members to look at the Society’s page.  Even non-Facebook 

members can view the page and see what people are saying.  Facebook members can login 

and contribute to the topics thereby helping others appreciate why Chippenham is such an 

interesting town.  

 

The more who join, the further our message spreads. By liking us on Facebook, even more 

people will get to hear about what we do. 

 

 Find us by searching for: facebook/ChippenhamCivicSociety and help bring the Civic 

Society into the digital age! 
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CHIPPENHAM -WHAT'S IN A NAME?                                    Roger Backway 

 

I confess that place names fascinate me.  Why are some more attractive than others?  Would 

you be encouraged to visit Workington, Scunthorpe, Hartlepool, Gravesend, Hull, Methil? 

They don't sound very inviting places.  I have been to all of the above and was pleasantly 

surprised by most of them.  Football nerds will instantly notice that all have football teams 

(Methil is the home town of East Fife in the Scottish League).  Most of my childhood was 

spent in Fife and Kent so both areas are dear to me, Gravesend in particular being a town I 

have fond memories of.  I visited Scunthorpe on the way to Hull (where else could I be 

going) when I had problems with the car. The local garage (who could not be more 

hospitable) fixed it and so I wandered around the town while waiting.  I was pleasantly 

surprised - a nice town centre with a vibrant theatre and arts centre and very friendly people. 

As for Hull, it is one of my very favourite places with lovely public buildings and probably 

one of the best range of museums outside London - a very worthy winner of UK City of 

Culture 2017. 

 

So what about places with attractive, exotic or mysterious names? I always wanted to visit 

Stornoway in the Outer Hebrides which sounded so wild and remote. I have been there and it 

was just as I imagined. Golden Hill, on the other hand sounded idyllic - it's an industrial 

suburb of Stoke-on-Trent and it was anything but golden, a pretty bleak area. But it must 

have been nice once. 

 

So what about Chippenham?  I have always thought its name sounds romantic and rolls off 

the tongue nicely, unlike Bath which needs Spa added to it to give it any attraction.  This 

made me think about what other Chippenhams there may be in the world and why.  My 

search started with the village of Chippenham in Cambridgeshire.  It's a small village just 

north of Newmarket. 

 

                
 

As you can see it has a very nice village sign - rather better than the town signs here which 

are looking very tatty and need replacing!  The derivation of the name is Cippa's Meadow, 

just like our own.  It is a neat tidy village with a manor house and attractive church and 

cottages.  Has anyone been there?  Perhaps we should form a link? 
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My search then inevitably centred on the USA.  Given Chippenham's ancient history it is 

surprising that there are no Chippenham towns there.  The only place I could find was 

Chippenham Village which is a district near Richmond, Virginia. It is so small that it is not 

recorded in the US census.  Surprisingly though, there are a great many Chippenham Drives 

all over the US.  I found examples in Baton Rouge (Louisiana), Birmingham (Alabama), 

Dublin (Ohio), Hixson (Tennessee), Roanoke (Texas), and San Jose (California).  All were 

nice residential areas as the picture shows.  I wonder why they were so named?  

 

 
                                    A house in Chippenham Drive, Hixson, Tennessee 

 

There is also the Chippenham Parkway (Route 150) which is a 15 mile Interstate Highway 

near Richmond.  It is quite near the Chippenham village mentioned above. 

 

In the UK, Chippenham Drive in Milton Keynes is a rather uninspiring industrial estate! 

 

.                      

                                            Chippenham Drive, Milton Keynes 
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The London Connection 

 

The best known connection with Chippenham is probably in London.  This was mentioned in 

an article in Buttercross Bulletin 117 of Autumn 2005.  Sir Joseph Neeld, Chippenham's 

greatest benefactor, acquired large tracts of land in the Maida Vale/Paddington area of 

London in the 1820s.  To ensure he left his mark, he named many streets in the area after his 

Wiltshire estates.  Thus there are Chippenham Road, Grittleton Road, Lanhill Road, 

Sevington Street, Goldney Road and many others.  He also built two pubs The Neeld Arms 

on Harrow Road and The Chippenham on Shirland Road.  Sadly the Neeld Arms is now 

closed and being converted into flats but The Chippenham (now renamed The Chippenham 

Hotel) is still going strong.  Note the pub sign.  My son has had a pint there! 

 

 

 
                                   

The Chippenham Hotel, Maida Vale, London 
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Just behind Paddington Station on the canal basin is a large new office and retail complex, 

part of the Paddington redevelopment.  This is Sheldon Square, a modern tribute to Neeld and 

Chippenham. 

 

 
                                         

Sheldon Square, Paddington 

 

Editor: If any members can add any further information to this fascinating connection, 

contributions would be gratefully received 

 

The Architecture of Chippenham - Civic Society January Talk 

 
At a packed Town Hall on 19 January, Julian Orbach gave a presentation on the Buildings of 

Chippenham.  He is currently preparing a new edition of the Pevsner guide to Wiltshire in the 

Buildings of England series.  In a fascinating talk he mentioned that as a young man  he had 

met Pevsner and was struck by his enthusiasm for Wiltshire.  The guide will replace the one 

published in 1975 and the basis of the talk was to describe some of the buildings omitted by 

Pevsner that will be included in the new guide.  Some were examples of  the many fine non-

conformist chapels, such as The Cause, others were notable buildings erected since the 

previous guide such as the  iconic Herman Miller warehouse (Nicholas Grimshaw) and the 

fine St Peter's Church (Frank Roper interior).  He also demonstrated how many buildings in 

Chippenham were much older than they appeared from their external frontage, particularly in 

St Mary Street.  With the benefit of new dating techniques it was also notable that the Yelde 

Hall has now been dated to the 14th Century and not as Pevsner stated the 16th Century.  As 

such it is one of the most important and oldest surviving municipal buildings in England. 

 

One of the purposes of the talk was to publicise and raise funds for the forthcoming Victoria 

County History of England volume on Chippenham.  From the proceeds for the evening 

Isabel Blackburn presented a  cheque to Victoria Landell-Wills, chairman of the Wiltshire 

Victoria County History Trust. 
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The Story behind Tugela Road, Chippenham?             Prue Backway 
 
 

 
I too am interested in finding out 
the origins behind names and in 
this case a street name in 
Chippenham.   
 
I was told it was named after a 
battle in the Boer War and the 
date 1902 on the plaque of one 
of the houses (number 47) 
backed this up. 
 
The following account can be 
found on Wikipedia: 
 

 
Battle of the Tugela Heights 
 
The Battle of Tugela (or Thukela) Heights, consisted of a series of military actions 
lasting from 14 February through 27 February 1900 in which General Sir Redvers 
Buller's British army forced Louis Botha's Boer army to lift the Siege of Ladysmith 
during the Second Boer War. 
 
Buller's army had made three earlier attempts to raise the Boer siege of Ladysmith. 
The battles of Colenso, Spionkop and Vaal Krantz each resulted in embarrassing 
British defeats at the hands of Botha's army of Boer irregulars. In three months, 
British casualties rose to 3,400 men while Boer losses were much lower. On 12 
February, Buller ordered a fourth attempt to relieve Ladysmith. He hoped to exploit 
his ten-to-one superiority in artillery and four-to-one advantage in numbers. The 
direct route to Ladysmith lay along the railroad, which ran mostly north and south. 
The railroad crossed the Tugela River at Colenso, ran along the north bank of the 
river, snaked between Railway Hill and Pieters Hill and continued to Ladysmith. 
While their main defences were north of the river, the Boers also held a number of 
ridges south of the river and east of Colenso. The Tugela runs generally east to 
Colenso, but near the railroad bridge the river turns north, then northeast. Along the 
northeasterly stretch, the river and railroad are commanded by a series of hills which 
represented the Boer main line of defence. 

A 500 feet (150 m) high ridge named Hlangwane rose northeast of Colenso on the 
south bank and overlooked the railroad. During the Battle of Colenso, a British attack 
on Hlangwane was repulsed. Since that time, the Boers had greatly strengthened the 
ridge. With Hlangwane in his possession, Buller could dominate the Boer positions at 
Colenso, and safely cross there. To capture Hlangwane, Buller realized that he 
would first have to rout the Boers from all their positions south of the river, but even 
with the south bank in his possession, Buller would still have to fight through the 
Boer-held hills to the north on the river 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redvers_Buller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redvers_Buller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Botha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Ladysmith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Boer_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladysmith,_KwaZulu-Natal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Colenso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Spion_Kop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Vaal_Krantz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladysmith,_KwaZulu-Natal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladysmith,_KwaZulu-Natal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tugela_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colenso,_KwaZulu-Natal
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Battle on the south bank 

On 12 February, Lieutenant-Colonel Julian Byng led a reconnaissance in force to 
Hussar Hill, a position southeast of Colenso. The position fell on 14 February to 
Colonel the Earl of Dundonald's mounted brigade, and 34 artillery pieces soon 
crowned Hussar Hill. With the support of the guns, Major-General Neville Lyttelton's 
4th Infantry Division struck to the northeast on 15 February. Cingolo Hill, to the 
northeast of Hussar Hill, fell next. On 18 February, while, hundreds of miles to the 
west, General Kitchener's army was fruitlessly attacking Piet Cronjé's surrounded 
army, an event known as Bloody Sunday, Major-General Henry J. T. Hildyard's 2nd 
Brigade captured the 1,000 feet (300 m) height of Monte Cristo, and Major-General 
Geoffrey Barton's 6th Brigade cleared Green Hill. The outflanked Boers abandoned 
Hlangwane and the south bank entirely on 19 February. Immediately, the British 
installed heavy artillery on the summit of Hlangwane.  

Battle on the north bank 

Buller preferred to avoid the obvious route north along the railroad, but his 
intelligence officer informed him that an advance north across the river from Monte 
Cristo was impracticable. Therefore, the British were forced to find a way to 
overcome the main Boer positions. British infantry occupied Colenso on 19 February 
and the railhead was advanced to Colenso Station. On 21 February, the pontoon 
bridge was positioned under the western brow of Hlangwane and the army began to 
cross. Major-General Arthur S. Wynne's 11th Brigade captured Boer positions at 
Horse-shoe Hill and Wynne's Hill 3 miles (4.8 km) north of Colenso on the evening of 
22 February. Major-General Fitzroy Hart's 5th (Irish) Brigade attacked the next high 
ground to the northeast, Hart's Hill on 23 February. Not waiting for all his battalions 
to arrive, Hart sent his troops up piecemeal and they were repulsed with almost 500 
casualties. Two battalions of reinforcements arrived in time to prevent a rout. Two 
colonels were among the dead and the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers lost 72% of their 
officers and 27% of their rank and file.  During this engagement Edgar Thomas 
Inkson carried a young officer, who was severely wounded and unable to walk, for 
three or four hundred yards, under very heavy fire, to a place of safety for which he 
was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

On 25 February, a six-hour armistice was arranged to recover the British wounded 
on the upper slopes of Wynne's and Hart's Hills. On one section of hillside, 80 dead 
and only three survivors were recovered. Buller began to look for another way to 
flank the Boers. It turned out that in front of the Boer positions, the Tugela entered a 
gorge. The pontoon bridge was moved north to the mouth of the gorge so British 
soldiers could cross and move to the northeast along the riverbank, unseen by the 
Boers. Meanwhile, a trail was located by which the British artillery was moved into 
supporting distance on the south bank. Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Warren's 5th 
Infantry Division was directed to attack the Boer left flank. The brigades would strike 
from east to west, first at Pieters Hill, then Railway Hill and finally Hart's Hill. 
Meanwhile, Lyttelton's division would threaten the Boer center and right flank. For 
once, Botha failed to anticipate Buller's moves.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Byng
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Cochrane,_12th_Earl_of_Dundonald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neville_Lyttelton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Infantry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kitchener,_1st_Earl_Kitchener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piet_Cronj%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1900)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_J._T._Hildyard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Barton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Wynne_(British_Army_officer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fitzroy_Hart&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Inniskilling_Fusiliers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Thomas_Inkson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Thomas_Inkson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Warren
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_Infantry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_Infantry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
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Barton's brigade attacked Pieters Hill shortly after noon on 27 February. Behind an 
early use of the creeping barrage by field artillery pieces as heavy as 4.7-inch naval 
guns, the 6th Brigade's advance was rapid at first. Then, about 14:00, as the British 
infantry moved out of artillery observation and Botha reinforced his threatened flank, 
the attack stalled. The reserve was put in at 14:30 and repulsed due to tough Boer 
resistance and enfilading fire from Railway Hill to the west.  

 
The photo left shows a 4.7-inch 
naval gun firing on Boer positions 
on Pieter's Hill  
 
Copyright - B.W. CANEY - This 
image is available from the 
Collection Database of the 
Australian War Memorial under the 
ID Number: P00653.078 

 

 
At 15:00 Colonel Walter Kitchener's 5th Brigade attacked Railway Hill. After working 
their way slowly uphill, the soldiers carried the nek (saddle) between Hart's and 
Railway Hills in a brilliant bayonet charge, capturing 48 Boer prisoners. The last to 
move forward, Major-General Norcott's 4th Brigade, began its assault on Hart's Hill. 
The close artillery support proved decisive, as trench after trench was overwhelmed 
by direct fire. A final infantry charge cleared the crest, compelling a Boer retreat. As 
Botha's men fell back from the heights, the British infantry gave out a cheer.  
 
Aftermath 
 
On 28 February, the besieged defenders of Ladysmith observed a great column of 
Boer horsemen and wagons moving rapidly north, just outside artillery range. Some 
time after 5:00 pm, two squadrons of British mounted infantry commanded by Major 
Hubert Gough from Buller's army rode into Ladysmith and ended the siege. Botha 
retreated to a new defensive line 60 miles to the north. 
 

 

The Footbridge at Chippenham Railway Station 
 

Pictured on the front cover is the new footbridge and lifts which 
were opened on 22 January by the local MP, Michelle Donelan. She 
commented that this has been a long time coming but will be an 
asset to all who travel to and from Chippenham.  It blends in fairly 
successfully with the Grade 2 listed Brunel station. Network Rail 
have done a good job! 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrage_(artillery)
http://www.awm.gov.au/database/cas.asp
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Australian_War_Memorial
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P00653.078
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Kitchener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hubert_Gough
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2016 
 
*Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill at 7.30 
pm (doors open at 7 pm for a prompt start) on the third Tuesday of the month.  
 

Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night** 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 
February 16th 
Christopher Kent will talk about the Music and Instruments of St Andrew’s Church 
and will make use of both the organ and piano to perform extracts from music 
composed for St Andrew's Church.  Selected songs will be performed by Susan 
Coates. The doors will open at 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start.  *Please note that this will 
be in The Cause.   

 
March 15th   
Annual General Meeting.  After the main business we are calling for members to 
contribute e.g. 5/l0 minute presentations on aspects of Chippenham and any other 
subject.  Please contact Mike Stone, the Social Secretary, to book your slot on via 
email stone48@live.co.uk or telephone 01249 446385.  
 
April 19th  
Robin Tanner: A Celebration of the life of both Robin & Heather Tanner.  Speakers 
will be advised later.  This event is in conjunction with a special exhibition that is 

being mounted by Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre.  
 
May 17th  
Conservation and Environment Awards 2016 
 
** Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £12 per year per household (£7 
per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Chippenham 
Town Council, Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. 
Copies can be purchased from the membership secretary, Marilyn Stone (contact 
details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 31 March 2016 

 

mailto:stone48@live.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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An Audience with Jane Austen - See article on page 5 


