
George White’s House In Chippenham High Street   
Don Little traces its fascinating history 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Messrs. Blackford and Son, Contractors, Calne are instructed to demolish this 
building and they realise that such a fine piece of Architecture is worthy of 
preservation.  Subject to any other arrangements, Messrs. Blackford and Son offer to 
carefully take down the stone frontage, mark each stone, and provide drawings for 
its re-erection, and if necessary, store the stone work for a reasonable period for the 
nominal sum of £200 in the hope that some effort will be made to preserve it.  The 
site has to be cleared with in six weeks, so that immediate action is necessary. This 
was an advert appearing in the press in 1932.The building is attributed to Wood the 
Younger 1723-82. 
 
From a press cutting December 1932 the demolition had begun and would be 
completed in a few weeks.  The house one of the old Burgage tenements was the 
home of George A H White, solicitor, it presents a richly ornamented frontage of 
Corinthian style of architecture. Tradition says that the front formed the central 
elevation of a large house at Bowden Hill erected about 1744, but the late Mr C H 
Talbot of Lacock Abbey, a great antiquary was not of this opinion.  There is no doubt, 
however, that the front was added to an older building. 
 
In 1707 the premises were purchased by Samuel Twyford, Gentleman, Bayliffe of 
the Borough in 1680.  In 1749 it was owned, together with the smaller house 
adjoining by Thomas Figgins, a well-to-do clothier, who had bought in 1735 the 



offices occupied by Messrs. W J and D Awdry, also adjoining.  Eventually after the 
demolition the façade was purchased by Kingswood School in Bath and re-erected in 
Sion Hill. 
 

 
 
 
Half of the site left vacant was purchased by business enterprise (Woolworth’s).  
There was strong opposition over the demolition of No 24 by The Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings but it was to no avail.  Woolworth’s eventually opened 
in April 1933, its first manager being H.Dawson. 
 
 


