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Lord Hinton of Bankside O.M., K.B.E, FRS, F.Eng. 

12 May 1901 – 22 June 1983 
 
 

 
 
 
Christopher Hinton was born on 12 May 1901 in the schoolhouse of the village of Tisbury in 
Wiltshire. His father was Headmaster of the boys’ school there. Later in life Christopher 
bought the school building for the village in memory of his parents. All four of his 
grandparents were school teachers and his mother had been a children’s nurse. He was one of 
three surviving children with an older sister and younger brother. The memory of his parents 
remained with him throughout his life. He reflected that no one had commanded his love and 
respect more than his mother but from her he had inherited the shyness and reserve which had 
prevented him from making close friends. His father whom he greatly admired was an 
exceptionally good teacher with a deep love of the countryside, music, archaeology and 
church architecture. He wrote many papers on Wiltshire history. In later years the father-son 
relationship was close and happy but in his early childhood his father was very harsh with 
him which he remembered with resentment. 

 
After a brief interval in the Isle of Wight his father became head of a new elementary school 
in Chippenham, which Christopher attended. He later went on to the town Secondary (later 
Grammar) School in 1913. Before he even went to the secondary school his father had taught 
him Euclid, Algebra and binomial theorems. Christopher entered for the Preliminary Oxford 
Certificate examination at the age of 12 and was third from the top in all England. He was 
also very good at sport. 



  
He left school in 1917. His sister considered more able than he, had gone to University, 
requiring financial support, and his brother suffered from an expensive illness. Christopher’s 
wish to be a surgeon was therefore impossible and so he decided to be an engineer. This 
meant an apprenticeship and part time study and at the age of 16 went first to a firm in 
Kilmarnock. He was very lonely so far away from Wiltshire and he begged to return to 
Wiltshire and so he apprenticed to the Great Western Railway Company at Swindon. 
 
In 1923 he received the William Henry Allen grant from the IMechE and went to Trinity 
College, Cambridge. After graduation he was turned down for employment by GWR and so 
he went to Brunner Mond Company, which became Alkali Division of Imperial Chemical 
Industries. 
 
At the age of 29 Christopher became Chief Engineer at ICI, just before the 1930’s depression. 
From 1941 he was Deputy Director-General of the Royal Filling Factory organization, 
overseeing the operations of nine major plants, each employing 20 to 30,000 workers. 
 
After the war Christopher became head of the Atomic Energy Authority’s industrial 
production base at Risley.  In 1957 he was appointed the Chairman of the Central Electricity 
Generating Board. He moved the industry from entirely coal-based to a more diverse mixture 
of coal, oil and nuclear power stations. Before leaving the CEGB Christopher was 
responsible for major conventional plant construction and an upgrading of the grid. 
 
Upon his retirement Lord Hinton of Bankside took on several different roles, including 
advising the World Bank on energy matters, and serving as President of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. A Fellow of the Royal Society and awarded the Order of Merit., he 
was one of the most honoured engineers of his generation.  
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