
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Richard Cowdy’s clay model for the Calf Sculpture – see page 12 
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Editorial 
 
There was an excellent turnout for the AGM and a new committee was voted in 
without the need for any elections!  Geoff Barrett, who has been responsible for the 
website for the past year, was welcomed on as a full committee member.  There 
were three illustrated talks on Thomas Moore & Bromham, The Water Sources in 
Chippenham and our Canadian Visitor (see page 4).  We are grateful to the 
committee members (Roger Backway, Mike Stone and Isabel Blackburn) for sharing 
such diverse and interesting presentations. 
 
We are delighted that the sculpture project is advancing at such a great rate (see 
front cover for the full size calf) and more details can be found on page 12. 
 
The fine and warm weather seems to have arrived at last and we look forward to the 
Annual Conservation and Environment Awards which will be presented at the May 
meeting.  We hope that many of you will come and see the buildings and renovations 
that have enhanced the town over the previous year. 
 

Bulletin editor contact details: 
 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Remember you can email us at: chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 
 English Heritage and National Trust Free Vouchers 
Civic Voice has announced that it will be continuing its partnership with English Heritage.   
Every member of Chippenham Civic Society can obtain a free pass to visit any English 
Heritage property. The voucher can be used between certain dates throughout 2013 (to be 
advised) and is not transferable. This partnership is in addition to that with the National 
Trust which offers a free transferable voucher.  Members should email 
chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk for the link to download the vouchers, to be able to 
enjoy two free days out courtesy of Civic Voice. If you do not have internet access please 
contact Roger Backway (details on page 2) for the address and details.  
 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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FROM MONTREAL TO CHIPPENHAM - Robert Blackburn recounts the 
visit of Andre Kuczewski on 13 November 2012  

 
In May 2012, the Chair of the Chippenham Civic Society, Isabel Blackburn, received 
a very friendly e-mail from Dr Andre Kuczewski, who lives about 40 miles up-country 
from Montreal.  In it he said: 
 

“I will be travelling to your beautiful country later this fall for a two-week period of 
research and photography in preparation for a multi-volume biography of 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806-1859).  I was wondering whether a member of 
your Society could assist me with some organising arrangements, and to travel 
together from Chippenham Railway Station to view the master engineer’s famous 
Box Tunnel, and the equally famous ventilation shafts that line its route on the 
adjacent hills, amazing pantheons of industrial archaeology that they are.”  
 

Andre is a retired Professor of English History, formerly of McGill University, 
Montreal.  He has visited this country many times and has an in-depth knowledge of 
Britain.  During further correspondence he told us of his great fondness for the 
United Kingdom and, in particular, for IK Brunel and all his works.  He is in the early 
stages of a big biography of Brunel, despite the fact that many books have already 
been written about the great man. 
 
We agreed at once to his request, and three of us, myself, Isabel Blackburn and 
Owen Pennell, duly met Andre from the 7.43 train on the morning of 13 November. 
Andre’s warmth and enthusiasm were at once apparent. Immediately on leaving the 
station, we looked at the original Brunel Offices building which still stands outside the 
main entrance, and is commemorated by a Civic Society Blue Plaque. As we drove 
with Andre out to Box, we passed the house of Rowland Brotherhood, where Brunel 
lodged from time to time during the construction of the Great Western Railway.  
 

 
 
 
It was easy enough to park in a road near to the famous tunnel entrance at Box, and 
we were able to take some good photographs from the small observation area next 
to the bridge. Then we walked through the woodland, to get as close as possible to 
the actual portal, not the easiest of tasks. The area is heavily overgrown, so that the 
railway track can’t be seen properly from this point. 
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 Following this, we took Andre by car up Quarry Hill, pausing to look at the valley 
views, past the GWR seat at the top, and on to Tunnel Inn. This was where navvies 
lived during the construction of the railway; it is now a private house. An adjacent 
small building was used as a mortuary for deceased navvies. 
 
Returning to Chippenham, we went with Andre very briefly to Ivy Lane School, to see 
the Blue Plaque commemorating Robin Tanner (1904 - 1988), the well-known local 
artist.  The Headmaster, Mr Chris Cannings, greeted us very warmly and Andre 
presented him with some gifts for the children. 
 

 
 
Our final trip was to Chippenham Cemetery on London Road, where Andre was able 
to see the graves of four Royal Canadian Air Force (World War Two) men in the far 
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corner (Section 1 of the cemetery). They are of Flight Sergeant Douglas Atkinson, 
Sergeant Vernon Martin, Flight Lt. Kris Moon, and Flight Lt. Fred Pafford. 
 

 
 

Delighted with his visit, Andre presented to the Society a copy of Brunel: In Love 
With The Impossible; a celebration of the life, work and legacy of Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, by Andrew Kelly and Melanie Kelly, (Bristol Cultural Development 
Partnership, 2006).  Andre has been in communication with us since, and is planning 
to return to the area in 2013.  
 

 
Letters to the Editors 
 
Re Doreen Jennings 

 
With reference to your entry in the latest copy of the “Buttercross 
Bulletin” regarding the death of Mrs Doreen Jennings.  I have only 
known Doreen since August 2006 when I commenced writing the 
history of 1304 (Chippenham) Squadron, Air Training Corps.  This 
photo of Doreen was taken some time ago on one of her trips to 
England.  Her father was a teacher at the old Grammar School. 
 
I had been advised of her death by her daughter and I regret her 
loss very much as I was looking forward to seeing her again in 
Jersey as I have in recent years. 

 
Squadron Leader AW Sims RAFVR (T) Retd, Willow Grove, Chippenham 
 
Re Doreen Jennings and Mr Lakeman 
 
I think I knew Doreen Jennings, she was the daughter of Mr Lakeman who taught Maths at 
Chippenham secondary school. She was older than me, probably one form above and she had 
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a sister named Joan, who I think I read somewhere that she had died some time ago.  I liked 
her father – he took us for singing lessons as well as maths. I remember singing Jerusalem 
with him and he made us hold on to the last word ‘land’ for ages, in fact I met another school 
friend recently and that is what she also remembered.  On my old school photograph (see 
below) I have a photo of Doreen and Mr Lakeman. On the photo is also Avice (nee 
Dickenson) who writes frequently to the Buttercross Bulletin.  Her father had a jewellery 
 

  
 shop in Chippenham where I managed to get an 18ct gold wedding ring when at that time 
only 9ct gold ones were obtainable.  I used to go to Cocklebury farm as a child as I was 
friendly with Peggy Self, the farmer’s daughter, and often had a ride on her pony. I didn’t 
know Avice worked there during the war. The last time I saw her was at a school reunion, 
therefore I find her articles very interesting. 
 
Kathleen Atwell (nee Williams) by email 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership matters 
 

 Welcome to all our new members:  Susan & Robert Taylor, Ewart Jones, 
Sylvia Gibson, Rebecca Furse & Thomas Mason, Adam Dale, Eileen Yates, 
Brian & Marion Matthews, Rebecca Purves, Roma Young ( all Chippenham) 

 Members will be sorry to hear of the death of Joyce Cumming this January & 
Anne Jarman in April 

  Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to join.  All 
editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the membership fee – an 
excellent way to find out about Chippenham past and present. See more 
details on page 23. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MARCH 2013 
 
A new committee was elected at the AGM as below.   
 
 
Isabel Blackburn                Chairman, Publicity, Vision Group  
 
Owen Pennell                   Secretary, Bulletin Distribution 
 
Roger Backway                  Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Vision Group 
 
Prue Backway                   Buttercross Bulletin Editor 
 
Lisa Baddeley-Chappell   Minutes Secretary 
 
Geoff Barrett                       Web Editor 
 
Don Little   Historical Adviser 
 
Jennifer Rudd   Refreshments, Planning 
 
Mike Stone                       Social Programme, Book Sales 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Chairman’s Report                                              Isabel Blackburn 
 
Committee meetings    The 9 meetings held during the year were well supported and, 
following changes at the Rotary Hall, these meetings will be held at the Jubilee Hall in future.    
I would like to thank all the committee members for their support and we are grateful to Lisa 
Baddeley-Chappell for her efficient recording of the minutes. Mike Braun has decided to step 
down from the committee – he will be missed and we would like to thank him for his 
considerable efforts over the years.  Also as we mentioned in the Bulletin we are still looking 
for new people to join the Committee.  This isn’t arduous and is interesting as you get to 
know more about what is going on.  You can contact any member of the committee at any 
time and we shall be delighted to hear from you.   
 
Membership   Membership still stands at about 165 subscriptions, with 8 new members 
joining recently, many following the Maud Heath talk. This is very encouraging but we can 
do with more and we are always looking for ways to encourage young members, so any 
suggestions on this would be welcomed.   
 
Website   Our website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk is looking good and is now being 
managed by Geoff Barrett.  His help is much appreciated.  During the year Geoff has used 
new software to improve the site and has updated its structure and appearance.  He has also 
suggested additional useful links to be included and made sure that all the important, existing 
links, such as the download of the membership form, function properly.   Our stats tell us that 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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the number of unique visitors to the site has increased from around 150 last March to an 
average of 300 per month which is very encouraging. 
 
Buttercross Bulletin The Bulletin continues to provide a high standard both in content and 
presentation, and this year displayed particularly good cover and end photographs. We have 
had a fine selection of articles and some interesting book reviews, so many thanks to Prue 
Backway and our contributors.  Feedback from members remains positive and contributions 
and suggestions for articles from members continue to be welcome.  The 150th edition of the 
Bulletin is due soon and plans are already in hand to make this special. 
 
Social Programme   Mike Stone arranged another interesting and varied programme of talks 
including a summer outing and a Christmas party. The outing was a visit to The Sevington 
Victorian School and Leigh Delamere church, as reported in the Bulletin.   Unfortunately the 
support for the last two summer events was very poor so we have decided not to include a 
summer outing in the programme in future.  By contrast, attendance at meetings remains 
generally good and the Christmas party and the talk on Maud Heath were especially popular.  
As always, we are keen to encourage members to suggest new topics that they would like to 
see in the programme and many thanks to Mike for his efforts. 
 
Publicity   Roger Backway has taken over producing the press reports, with some success, 
and I am still doing the posters for the monthly meetings which are displayed around the 
town and on the web site. We have had a couple of reports in the local paper of late, most 
recently describing the Calf Project, so things have improved.  We will keep on trying to 
attract their attention.  Membership forms are available in the Tourist Information Bureau and 
Museum and the website is also a useful recruiting tool. 
 
Heritage Open Days   In September 2012 a very successful Heritage Open Day took place at 
the lovely St Nicholas Church in Hardenhuish Lane.  This delightful old church was opened 
by permission of the vicar, and Debs Loveday and her helpers made the day go very well for 
us and also for the visitors from the Cycling event by chance being held on the same day.  We 
had a good turnout of around 47 visitors, keen to visit the historic building. 
 
Publications Sales of the Society’s book A History of Chippenham From Alfred to Brunel 
have been rather slow this year despite initiatives to encourage sales. Unfortunately Whitehall 
Garden Centre has ceased selling local books but ours is available at the Museum, and also 
from the Treasurer.  
 
Some issues and achievements in 2012 
 

 Continuing regular participation in Chippenham Vision Board, and meetings with 
Chippenham 2020, keeping in touch with  plans for the future of the town 

 Participation in the recent Cherish Chippenham meetings and support for the Business 
Improvement District (BID) initiative, currently going through a feasibility study 

 Monitoring and commenting on planning application:  
- Objections were raised by the Society concerning the proposed location of the 

skate park and the move of the Post Office to the One Stop shop. 
- Several development plans are on the books at present but nothing is clear at the 

moment as decisions are awaited from the planning inspector on the Wiltshire 
Core Strategy.   
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- Little news on:  Bath Road development, Focus site, Sainsbury’s extension, new 
rail bridge but we shall keep the membership informed as matters are revealed.   

 Following the success with our earlier Streetpride initiative, a further survey is 
planned for later in the year which will be reported to Wiltshire & Chippenham Town 
Councils 

 Membership of Civic Voice, supporting their initiatives 
 Designing, erecting and funding the Blue Plaque for John Coles on the pillar at the 

park gate in Park Lane.  This plaque is dear to the heart of David Powell and we were 
very pleased that David was able to contribute to and carry out the successful 
unveiling towards the end of his term as Mayor.   

 Seeking to eliminate eyesores in the town, such as graffiti.  Roger Backway has been 
very busy reporting these and monitoring progress 

 Negotiations with Network Rail resulted in important repair work being carried out on 
the Brunel railway viaduct.  Unfortunately deterioration of the stonework is still 
ongoing despite work done to stop this and further contact is in hand with Network 
Rail.   

 The annual Conservation Awards took place in May 2012, with 6 nominations and 5 
attending to receive their awards.  The list for 2013 is currently being compiled to 
continue to commend new buildings and changes to old ones, which improve the 
fabric of our pleasant town. 

 Assisting a visiting Canadian professor with his research into I K Brunel – see page 4 
 Langley Park Site Visit. In the New Year, members of the Committee visited the site 

of the proposed Langley Park development, guided by planning consultant, Sarah 
Foster.  She explained how the proposed development would fit in with the existing 
businesses and it was very interesting to see, in its current state, what had once been 
the hub of the town.  

 A Photographic Competition on the theme of ‘What Chippenham means to me’ was 
offered to all comers last summer. It was a pity that there were so few entries, and 
those received unfortunately did not fulfil the aims of the competition. Thus, as we are 
a charity and answerable for expenditure, it was decided inappropriate to award any 
prizes.  We were sorry to disappoint the enthusiastic people who did enter.  We are 
always striving to find new ways to involve the membership but some ideas work and 
some don’t.  Further ideas would be appreciated. 

 A painting by the Chippenham artist Alfred Provis had become available and the 
society has made a contribution to aid its purchase by the museum.  The illustrated 
article can be found on page 15. 

 Last but definitely not least, the Civic Society’s campaign to erect a Public Work of 
Art (The Calf) has been very successful as described in the last Bulletin.  We are 
hoping to gain planning permission in April and then we can really get going with it.  
We are still keen to find further donations for the project so if you would like to give 
something please contact Roger Backway.  I would like to thank the members of the 
Calf sub-committee for their hard work.  Well done!   

 Another enjoyable and successful year. 
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Treasurer/Membership Secretary’s Report                     Roger Backway 
 
The Treasurer's report as presented at the AGM on 19 March is shown below. The Society is 
in a good financial state with a healthy membership. As such we can afford to make a 
generous contribution towards the cost of the Calf Sculpture Project. The most significant 
change in the accounts is the substantial reduction in the value of stocks. This is entirely due 
to the revaluation of the Society's book "A History of Chippenham from Alfred to Brunel". In 
past accounts it has incorrectly been valued at the proposed selling cost per volume rather 
that the publisher/printing cost per volume. This accounts for the deficits shown in payments 
and funds and is merely a technicality. 
 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 2012 
  
Receipts    2012  2011 Payments                          2012   2011 
Membership subscriptions       2,019 2,282 Newsletter & 
Donations received                 275        -     photocopying                             921        971 
Building society interest       34         9 Room hire & speakers                 580         552 
Gift aid on donations                 369      468 Subscriptions       257        348 
Book sales                             282      286  Stationery/stamps                 233        186 
Ticket sales                             148       49  Refreshments                       11           - 
Sundry income                   55       - Miscellaneous                             100         671 
Sculpture Model   1,500        -    Travel          15           -  
                                                                        Sign                                             284            - 
Closing stocks                          3,079  8,528  Sculpture Production               1,020           - 
                                                                        Opening Stock                         8,528      9,200      
                                                                        Surplus/(deficit) of receipts 
                                                                         over payments                        (4,186)      (306) 
                                             ____________                                            __________      
                                              7,762    11,622                                                 7,762     11,622 
 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES AT 30 NOVEMBER 2012 
                                     
Assets                                       2012  2011    Membership funds            2012    2011                              
                                                                           Civic society                       
 
Cash Building Society 1        -      2,000     At 1.12.2011            15,622    15,928                                 
Cash Building Society 2                -   3,289                         
Scottish Widows Bank   6,027        -    
Cash at Bank                             2,876   2,350   
Stocks                                       3,079   8,528  
Liabilities 
Deferred subscriptions              (545)    (545)     Surplus/(deficit) for year  (4,186)       (306) 
                                               ____________                                                _____________                                                                                                       
Net Assets at 30.11.12           11,436   15,622     Funds at 30.11.12           11,436      15,622      
 
Thanks to Monahans Accountants, 16a Forest Gate, Pewsham, Chippenham (in 
particular partner Ian Lloyd) for their generous assistance in producing the accounts. 
Monahans have been collaborating with the Civic Society for a number of years and we 
are very grateful. We are pleased to recommend them to any members seeking an 
accountant.  
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THE CALF SCULPTURE TAKES SHAPE  Roger Backway 
 
Since the report in February's Bulletin, a planning application has been submitted and 
approval has been granted (application 13/00359).  
 
We have also visited the foundry where the bronze will be cast (Sculpture Castings 
Basingstoke – pictured below).  Richard Cowdy is making rapid progress on making the clay 
model (see front page) and it is almost ready to go to the foundry.  We plan to have the 
sculpture installed in Borough Parade between July and September, depending on progress 
and finding a suitable VIP to unveil it.  Any suggestions on who it could be? 
 

 
 
You may be interested in how a bronze is produced. The following is a brief guide to the 
"Lost Wax" process which is pretty well how ours will be made: 
 
The lost wax process for bronze sculptures 
 
1. The sculpture begins with the clay model that the artist creates (see illustration on front 
page). Depending on its shape and size, the model (or maquette) may have a wire or wooden 
armature inside it that acts as a skeleton to support the clay. 
 
2. The clay maquette is then covered with silicone rubber. The rubber forms a mould of the 
original maquette, and preserves all of the surface details of the original. When the rubber 
hardens, it is covered with an outer layer of Plaster of Paris. The plaster is rigid enough to 
support the rubber and keep the mould from changing shape when the wax is poured in.  
 
3. The foundry repeatedly pours melted wax into the rubber mould to build up layers of wax 
inside the mould. When the wax is hard, the mould is removed. This makes another model 
like the original sculpture, except it's made out of wax instead of clay. A crucial difference 
between the original maquette and this wax copy is that the wax version is hollow. Its 
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thickness depends on how many times wax was added to the rubber mould. Parts of the wax 
pattern may be cut off and cast separately in order for the ceramic mould to coat the inside of 
the wax pattern as well as the outside. If this was not done, the bronze casting would be solid, 
making it too heavy and subject to problems related to the bronze being of different 
thicknesses in different parts of the sculpture. 
 
4. Wax sticks called "sprues" are attached to the wax pattern and connected to a temporary 
base. These sprues make channels inside the ceramic mould to allow bronze to be poured into 
all parts of the mould. Each piece of the wax model is attached to the base by its own sprue. 
 
5. Now the wax pattern is covered in yet another mould made of ceramic. This mould 
reproduces both the outside of the sculpture as well as filling the hollow interior of the wax 
pattern. Also, this mould has to be able to withstand the high temperature of molten bronze. 
After air-drying, the ceramic is solid. The unfired ceramic and wax are put in a kiln and 
heated to melt the wax, which can be recovered and reused. Then the ceramic is fired at a 
higher temperature to harden it and burn out the remaining wax. The wax is now "lost" and 
the remaining ceramic is now ready to be filled with bronze.  
 
6. The ceramic mould is heated in a kiln so that the sudden heat increase from the molten 
bronze won't shatter the ceramic. Bronze ingots or scraps are melted in a stone crucible and 
poured into the mould. After the bronze cools, the ceramic mould is broken away from the 
bronze casting, leaving the bronze version of the sculpture. Since the sprues have also been 
filled with bronze, they are still part of the sculpture at this point. 
 

 
 

The kiln at Basingstoke 
 

7. The remains of the ceramic are sandblasted off. The sprues have to be cut off with a 
welding torch. If the sculpture was cast in separate pieces, they must be welded together. 
Then all the seams where the mould joined need to be trimmed and smoothed, and surface 
details restored to blend with the rest of the original shape. Finally, the bronze will have a 
coloured patina applied by painting it with different chemical solutions and heating the 
bronze to oxidize the surface. 
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More Chippenham Market and Other Reminiscences    
 
Biz Murray, a Chippenham ex-pat living in Virginia, USA, has for many years run her small 
farm, grazing beef cattle and their calves and she recalls her memories of Chippenham.  
 
Reading Avice Wilson's calves-to-market story brought back so many of my childhood 
memories.  During school holidays in the WWII years, age 7-11, on Fridays I would slip out 
and walk up to the market.  We lived at Green Gables, at the corner of Lowden Hill and the 
Bath Road.  My favorite route was 20 yards up Rowden Hill then left down Gypsy Lane and 
across the Gypsy Lane fields, past where Back Avon Bridge used to be, up the little dark path 
between The Ivy and Nestles Milk Factory, over the main town bridge, into the High Street, 
and right into the cramped market.  The High Street always seemed full of cows that day, but 
being a farmer at heart, I didn't mind a bit about them or the mess they made. (My father, Dr. 
Eric Hickson always complained bitterly about Market Day, because his first stop after 
morning surgery at the house, was to the old Cottage Hospital on the London Road. He often 
had to negotiate through herds of cows being driven on the Bath road past Nestles, but that's 
how the cows got to market then.) 
 
In the market I mingled with the animals all I could, climbed up the sides of the pens when 
no-one was looking, was horrified when the farmers beat them and shouted at them, and 
thought it was cruel to crowd them, terrified, into such small quarters, while secretly longing 
for some cow to get loose (which did happen) and lead everyone on a merry dance round the 
area.  I don't remember much about watching the actual selling and the auction ring, or the 
subsequent drive up to the station the cows took where they were loaded into wagons.  For 
me the thrill was just being amongst the animals themselves as much as possible and for as 
long as possible, until I had to tear myself away and go back home to lunch. 
 

Another very fond childhood memory popped up while I rummaged through my market 
memories.  The GWR had a Goods delivery waggon (flat bed) drawn by a magnificent horse 
called Champion, driven by a little, bow-legged man, they were a grand sight as they went 
about the town on deliveries.  The driver loved that horse, 17-18 hands, a bay with white 
blaze, four white socks, moustaches and an underhanging lower lip we said was to keep his 
valuables in.  The driver became a friend of mine, and often gave me a ride on the waggon, 
once at least with my Dalmatian dog, Bertha, my constant companion.  One of my parents, I 
forget which, happened to pass Champion while we were aboard and couldn't understand 
WHAT Bertha was doing on top of a GWR cart!  Champion and waggon always took part in 
the annual Chippenham horse show, groomed to the nines, brasses shining and ribbons 
everywhere.  
 
But my own private adventure happened because the driver couldn't always control 
Champion. On this occasion I was aboard, luckily without Bertha, at the top of Rowden Hill, 
just coming out of the old Workhouse (St. Andrews later). Champion suddenly took off, and 
started galloping down Rowden Hill at full speed, his driver totally unable to cope, standing 
up and pulling on the reins calling out "stop, Champion, stop" with absolutely no effect. I 
believe he finally slowed down at the Bridge traffic lights, ME of course absolutely thrilled to 
the core by the whole escapade!  I did hear one other story about Champion, but cannot claim 
to have been present.  He ran away again going UP Station Hill, the waggon carrying a load 
of huge barrels which dropped off the back and rolled down the hill, making a fine old 
situation, but as I say, I can't claim to have been an eyewitness. 
 



15 
 

ALFRED PROVIS - A CHIPPENHAM ARTIST – Melissa Barnett, Curator, 
Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre writes about the new acquisition 
 

   
 

The Civic Society together with Chippenham Town Council and the Friends of 
Chippenham Museum has helped save an important work of art for the town. 
The work, oil on an oak panel, is by local artist Alfred Provis (1818 -1890). It shows a 
typical Victorian cluttered cottage interior scene of a girl, a man and a cat on a chair. 
It is signed and dated 1867. 
 

 
 

Alfred Provis was a prolific artist. He exhibited 48 works at the RA (Royal Academy) 
between 1846 and 1876, 35 at the BI (British Institution) 1847-67, and 31 at the SBA 
(Society of British Artists) 1843-86 and various other venues. For forty years he 
‘commanded a ready sale, at from 130 to 180 guineas each’ (Rev.J.J.Daniell –The 
History of Chippenham 1894) with many works being sold in America and France. 
His work is still popular today and there are works held at Aberdeen Art Gallery and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum.  Provis revelled in the love of old buildings and 
objects, and by far the greater number of his works are pictures of old houses and 
cottages with detailed interiors of women and children performing household chores 
The paintings are small often 1ft x2ft and are worked up with exquisite care and 
finish, so that the objects stand out on the canvas as real and living things. He used 
luminous browns in order to draw the eye around the whole interior.  This style and 

Don Little and Ray Alder representing 
Chippenham Museum Friends of the Museum and 
the Civic Society with the Provis painting  
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subject matter shows affinity to T Webster and the Cranbrook Community. The Art 
Journal (1865, p170) listed him among 20 artists who 'follow the varying yet always 
literal and naturalistic practice of the Dutch cabinet painters’.  
 
The painting purchased for Chippenham is a fine example of Provis’s technique and 
skill 
 

Alfred Provis was born in Chippenham 
on February 18th 1818. His Father John 
Provis, a timber-merchant and builder, 
was the son of John Snr. a carpenter 
known to live in Cook Street and who, it 
is thought, was involved in the building of 
the Bear Inn.  John Jnr. owned a number 
of properties.  He was known as a man 
of “thought and reading in advance of his 
age” ,had a fair library and collection of 
fossils, and gave lectures, amongst other 
subjects, on the History of Chippenham’ 
(Rev.J.J.Daniell –1894).  Alfred’s Mother, 

Ann Banks, was the daughter of a Bromham maltster related to the north west 
Wiltshire family of Bayliffe. It is not known when she was born or died but in the 1851 
census John Provis is recorded as being widowed.  The family were known to live in 
the house now called ‘Orwell House’, 54-55 New Road, Chippenham which was built 
by John Provis jnr in 1812.  (This was later sold to Roland Brotherhood in 1852). It 
faced J Provis’s timber yards and business premises, a large area, the boundary of 
which was New Road and Old Road.  After the early deaths of Alfred’s brothers 
(Henry and Edwin John) and sister (Ann Elizabeth), who are buried at St Nicholas 
Hardenhuish, his father, built a studio for his remaining son over the stables at 
Orwell House and put him under a course of tuition in painting in oils.  
 
In the 1841 census (see below), at the age of 20 (?) and whilst still listed as living in 
Chippenham at Town Bridge (?), Alfred’s occupation is listed as ‘artist’ 
 

 
 
 
Alfred Provis left Chippenham at an early age, and studied in London under John 
Wood. Except for very short periods, and at long intervals, the rising young painter 
rarely visited Chippenham.  
 
After his marriage to Ellen Andrew in 1851 he lived in Brentford Ealing (now west 
London, then a village) afterwards at Kingston Lisle, where Provis was occupied with 
Berkshire scenes; he painted also in North Wales. He frequently left England, for 
many months in the year, and travelled in Brittany and Normandy, where the grand 
old churches and chateaux, crosses, wells, and especially the cottages of the 

View of the garden and rear of Orwell House, New Road 
Chippenham c 1870. Chippenham Museum Collection 
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peasantry, unchanged in their primitive condition and character, furnished an 
inexhaustible supply of subjects for his paintings.   Alfred and Ellen had two 
daughters, Ellen and Mary. Ellen Agnes Provis was a remarkable woman, an 
engineer of private means, who married the geographer, Vaughan Cornish. Her 
husband published the Travels of Ellen Cornish: being the memoir of a pilgrim of 
science after her early death in 1911 
 

Provis died at Kingston Lisle, 
near Wantage, Berks, Aug. 10, 
1890, aged 72 years. It is known 
that he left unfinished many 
interesting sketches in the 
neighbourhood of Chippenham. 
It is known that he painted 
Chippenham Market Place and 
various local interiors (see 
left).However it was noted that 
three years after his death there 
were very few of his oils 
remaining in his native town. 
(Rev.J.J.Daniell –1894) 
We are delighted that thanks to 
the generosity of the people of 

Chippenham, at last one painting has now been returned to Provis’s place of birth. 
This will be on permanent display at Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre. 
 

 

 
1881 census 

Interior of a ruined mill near 
Chippenham by Alfred Provis  
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Mike Banks, Mountaineer 1922-2013                               Avice R. Wilson   
 
The Times, The Independent and The Daily 
Telegraph all included lengthy obituaries of 
Mike Banks who died in February 2013. 
 
Mike attended the Chippenham Secondary 
School at Cocklebury from1936 to1940.  Those 
of us who were at the school then will easily 
remember him as an all-round athlete and 
outstanding scholar. Extraordinarily handsome, 
a charming character, he never wasted his time 
and didn't suffer fools gladly, so he often 
presented a brusque front which made one wary 
of approaching him.  His athletics extended 
beyond school sports and events, 

announcements of his prowess with other local teams would be read out by the headmaster, 
W. Heckstall Smith at morning school attendances.   
 
In the summertime, he attracted a following of fellow-pupils at the river Avon swimming site, 
particularly females!  Mike was related to the Hathaway family, makers of butter churns and 
carpet sweepers at premises in Factory Lane.  His mother married an engineer in 1919, and 
after Mike was born at Chippenham, the family left to live in Malta.  Mike came back in 1936 
to continue his schooling at the Secondary school, returning on a cargo ship, supposedly 
working his passage.  A. K. Morgan, the school headmistress, often proudly stressed his 
initiative.   In 1940, he joined the Royal Marines, and was commissioned in 1942.  He told 
me years later that it was unusual for a secondary school pupil to gain a commission, but he 
felt his high-scoring mathematics, taught to him by J. A. Chamberlain, had done the trick.  
News of Mike's exploits during the war came to me from his mother who had returned to live 
at Chippenham in 1940.  
 
Mike served in the battleships Malaya and Valiant, as a lieutenant, and then became involved 
with amphibious landings in Burma.  He always credited the dropping of the atomic bomb as 
saving his life, for it came just before he was to make a particularly dangerous landing.  He 
then acted as aide-de-camp to a General in occupied Hong Kong for a year after the war had 
ended.  In 1947 he joined the RM Commando Cliff Assault Wing, honing his rock-climbing 
skills on the Cornish cliffs, the beginning of his life-long love affair with climbing.  Either in 
Royal Marine service, or on organized expeditions, for the next fifty years, he climbed 
mountains on nearly all the Continents.  He had a knack for creating adventure and liked 
getting away from civilization. He climbed Mont Blanc by moonlight (a particularly 
dangerous feat), led a snow-tractor team 800 miles across an Arctic ice sheet, and climbed 
strategic mountain tops in the Aden protectorate, beating local tribesmen climbers to the top 
of one of them. 
 
A two-year stay in Greenland 1952-4 with the British North Greenland Expedition created an 
opportunity, among other things, to explore new ways  to manage dog teams, pioneer 
different forms of foods and clothing for Arctic conditions, many of which became standard 
practices for later expeditions, (and aided Mike in his Travel Adventure tours he arranged 
after he retired).  On his return from Greenland Mike and other leaders were awarded the 
Polar Medal with clasp. Later, he published his second book, High Arctic, as his personal 
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account of the Expedition.  His first book Commando Climber had been written during the 
long dark nights endured by the Greenland Expedition.  
 
Mike joined an expedition to climb the Himalayan mountain Rakaposhi (7,788m) in 1956. It 
failed due to terrible storm encountered just 650m below the summit. Mike and his 
companion climber had to retreat, both were avalanched and suffered snow blindness.   
Nothing daunted, Mike returned to Rakaposhi two years later leading a British Combined 
Service expedition.    After the final five hour climb, his companion told Mike to go ahead to 
the top, politely but insistently saying:  "After you, Mike."  For being the first person ever to 
reach the summit of Rakaposhi, Mike gained an MBE.  After leading several other Service 
expeditions, Mike retired with the rank of major in 1968.  With his wife Pat, whom he 
married in 1955, he set up Travel Adventures, including dog-sledding holidays in Greenland.   
These expanded to climbing parties, often for older men, in China and other countries, and 
included a trek across the Western Australia's Great Victorian desert with 12 camels!  

 
 I reconnected with Mike and his wife in the 1980s.  He was still taking parties to remote 
places, Tibet and northern India, among them.  While I knew him then, between the ages of 
68 and 77 he accomplished the feat of climbing the Old Man of Hoy three times. In his 
sloping garden at South Stoke, near Bath, he had a twelve-foot limestone wall built, and used 
it for exercise when away from his beloved mountains.  By then both Mike and Pat enjoyed 
being vegetarians, and neither drank much alcohol.  Mike and I walked Maud Heath's 
Causeway about 1990.  The same day, with Pat, we visited Morgan Perkins, who had taught 
us both at the Secondary school. Then, after an Indian meal at a restaurant in Foghamshire, 
we attended a Civic Society meeting where we heard the recorded voice of J. A. 
Chamberlain, our Maths teacher.  
  
Sadly I lost touch with Mike and Pat.   They had to move to a local nursing home, and Pat 
pre-deceased Mike by four years.   His funeral was attended by more than 60 old friends, 
many of them, of course, climbers with the same love of mountains.  He had lost an elder 
brother and his father in WWII.  He and Pat had no children.    
  
 
PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 

 
Bank House 13/00087/LBC 
Application to replace 3 triangular roof lights with rectangular opening roof lights. 
 
56 St Mary Street 13/00362/ADV 
Permission sought to repaint the existing sign on the side and erect a hanging sign. This 
follows application to change this building from a tea room to a children’s nursery. 
 
Erection of Full Size Bronze Calf 13/00359/FUL 
The Civic Society has been given approval. 
 
Nat West Bank 13/00430/FUL & 13/00430/LBC 
Proposal to erect security railings on the front side elevations of this listed building and 
enclose rear fire escape.  The Civic Society made an objection on the basis that to put black 
railings on the front elevation seemed crude and intrusive, and would spoil the appearance of 
this elegant building. 
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Pew Hill House  13/00611.FUL & 13/00612/LBC 
Proposal to change the use of this listed building from offices into flats. As this does not 
appear to affect the outside of the building it would seem desirable to return this important 
building to residential use.  
 
15 St Mary Street 13/00752/LBC 
This large house has had various uses including offices and a Vicarage, and it is good to see 
work being done here. There are several minor changes including widening an external door 
at the rear. This is an extremely interesting house and the planning applications include some 
interesting history and pictures of the house.  It is good that Jack Konynenburg is in charge of 
this important project! 
 
Planning Application for Restoration of Pewsham Locks Complex 
submitted by Wilts & Berks Canal Trust (13/00330/FUL) 
 
 

 

Colin Fletcher, Director of the Trust at Pewsham Locks near Chippenham 
(photo courtesy of the Wiltshire Gazette and Herald) 

 
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust hopes to give the derelict flight of locks at Pewsham a new 
lease of life as an attraction for tourists and schools. The charity wants to transform the 
former lock-keeper’s cottage into a visitor centre and cafe on the ground floor with a holiday 
let above. The dry-dock would be rebuilt, the lime kiln restored, and a nearby engineering 
workshop could also be used as an outdoor classroom with a natural slate roof. The 
volunteers have already restored a significant stretch of the waterway between Chippenham 
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and Lacock and say breathing new life into Pewsham Locks would be the most ambitious 
phase yet. The project is expected to cost hundreds of thousands of pounds but, if planning 
permission is granted, the trust would apply to national bodies such as the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for cash. 

The Inland Waterways Association has provided £1,690 towards the planning fees and much 
of the design was provided free of charge by the trust’s own volunteers. Colin Fletcher, 
director of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, said: “The charity has been working on this 
scheme for around 18 months. The Pewsham stretch already attracts lots of people of all ages, 
from families with pushchairs to joggers and cyclists, but we believe there is so much more 
potential – particularly once the link to the Kennet & Avon Canal near Melksham is restored. 
It would be a big boost to tourism and raise awareness of an important part of our heritage." 

The Civic Society fully supports this exciting initiative. Members will recall that we gave the 
Trust a Conservation Award in 2011 for their work on the locks at that time. The extensive 
planning application 013/00330 can be viewed on the Wiltshire Council Planning Website. 
See back page for some of the detailed drawings. 

 ***************************************************************************** 

FIX MY STREET - HOW TO REPORT PROBLEMS 

If you have a problem in your area with potholes, fly tipping, street signage or 
anything to do with the state of your street then Fix My Street can help to solve it. 
The procedure is simple - log on to the website www.fixmystreet.com. You are then 
asked to identify the location by postcode or street name, describe the problem in a 
few words, pinpointing its location on a map on the website. You can also attach a 
photo as well. Fix My Street then notify the appropriate section in the local council to 
get the problem sorted. Importantly the problem appears on the Fix My Street 
Website and map until it is fixed. There is also the ability to update the problem. 
Thus it is a good way of naming and shaming the council to get the problem sorted. 
The Civic Society has used the system on quite a few occasions and it does really 
work although 100% success is not guaranteed! The alternative is Wiltshire Council's 
"Clarence" reporting system. This is also reasonably effective but unlike Fix My 
Street does not have the ability to attach photos or pinpoint the problem on a map. 

In a typical week Fix My Street processes around 3,000 reports nationwide with such 
examples as dumped mattresses, potholes, broken glass, vandalised road signs, 
defective street lighting, fly tipping, blocked drains etc.  The Civic Society is aware 
that several members regularly report problems using the site. We encourage you all 
to make use of this excellent system to help improve Chippenham. 

Visit www.fixmystreet.com  

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
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THE HISTORY OF WILTSHIRE NEWSPAPERS                       Mike Stone 
 
Many members of the Civic Society would have read the article recently in the Gazette & 
Herald concerning the closing of their Chippenham offices in the Market Place.  Bruno 
Clements, contacted me for some historical background, which I supplied with pictures of 
their offices on early postcards from Don Little’s collection.  Before considering the story of 
the Gazette & Herald in Chippenham I thought it would be useful to give a bit of background 
to the story of newspapers in Wiltshire and the surrounding counties. 
 
Without a doubt newspapers are a very valuable resource for local historians, for they contain 
a wealth of information (though not always accurate!) about places, people, events and 
advertisements of local industries.  The earliest record of a newspaper can be traced back to 
ancient Rome, when daily sheets of information were stuck to walls in the Forum.  In 
England most of our local newspapers started in the middle of the 18th Century but many of 
these were only a few pages and only lasted a few years with closures due to financial 
problems and takeovers.  The early newspapers, particularly in Wiltshire, give a very 
confusing picture.  To date only a couple of published books tells the histories of newspapers, 
such as ‘Family in Print’ by Anne Hayes which is the story of the Bailey Newspaper Group  
who covered Marlborough and Malmesbury in Wiltshire, along with ‘Hold the Front Page’ 
by James Belsey which covers the sixty years of the Bristol Evening Post.  The Wiltshire 
Local History Forum published a guide to Wiltshire newspapers in 2003 and this is an 
excellent small pamphlet which shows the complexity of newspapers in Wiltshire. 
 
City/town Bath 

area 
Calne/Chippenham Devizes Trowbridge Marlborough Salisbury 

No of 
papers 

6 5 6 4 4 8 

Earliest 
paper 
publication 

1755 1876 1816 1854 1771 1715 

 
The above chart shows the number of early newspapers along with the first date of issue.  
Also there are the many local newspapers published in Gloucestershire and Hampshire, 
which also had large circulations in Wiltshire.  On the 4 January 1816 Mr George Simpson 
published Simpsons’s Salisbury Gazette which ran until 1819 when he ran into serious 
financial problems with lost libel cases.  On 24 June 1819 he moved to Devizes and renamed 
the paper as Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette which ran until 1909.  From 18 November 1909 it 
was renamed as The Wiltshire Gazette which ran until 1956.  In 1956 the Wiltshire Gazette 
amalgamated with the Wiltshire Herald and Advertiser and was published under the banner 
of the Wiltshire Gazette & Herald.  From the 1960s it was published in three separate editions 
for Swindon, Chippenham and Devizes, in 1988 the Chippenham and Devizes editions 
became separate papers titled Chippenham Gazette & Herald and Devizes Gazette & Herald, 
leaving the main paper to be Swindon based which had the largest circulation.  Today the 
Chippenham issue also covers Calne, Corsham, Malmesbury and Royal Wootton Bassett. 
 
In the Gazette’s 175th Anniversary issue, published in 1991, the local reporter Bernal 
Daulman reminisced about his first impressions when he arrived in Chippenham in 1953.  
The Gazette office was then at The Bridge in a very long and narrow building, after a further 
move it ended up in Newspaper House in the Market Place where it closed earlier this year.   
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2012/13 
 
 Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting 
at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 
Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. As from January 2013 there will be a charge of £2 for 
non members and visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks and has proved popular, so 
please participate.  If you could help with this, volunteers would be appreciated. 
 
 
May 21st  
Annual Conservation and Environment Awards 2013 
 
June 18th  
The Friends of St Andrew’s Heritage Talk – The Story of Education in Chippenham. 
David Powell and a Panel of Speakers – at St Andrew’s Church. 
 
July 
No meeting 
 
August 
No meeting 
 
September 17th 
Mike Stone will give an illustrated talk on ‘An Artist and Collector in Chippenham’ 
 
  
Suggestions for talks for the future are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or 
any committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £11 per year per household (£6 
per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Town Hall, 
Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. Copies can be 
purchased from the Museum and Heritage Centre and from the membership 
secretary, Roger Backway (contact details on page 2) 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 30 June 2013 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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The Exciting Planned Restoration of Pewsham Locks  
 

     
Pewsham lower lock - a recent photo     Lock keeper's cottage as planned 
 

 
                                     Middle lock - proposed restoration 
 
 

   
Restoration in progress    The proposed lime kiln rebuild 
 

            
The dry dock restoration in progress           The proposed covered dry dock rebuild  


