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From the Editor 

 
The AGM was well attended and the business meeting was followed by excellent 

presentations by five individual members.  Bob Rudd R.I. explained his commission 

by the Chippenham Borough Lands Charity of a new painting of the Market Place; 

Betty Coleman focussed on the history of the school at Hardenhuish Rectory (see 

page 3); Bryant Vincent talked about individuals and significant buildings found in 

back copies of Kelly’s Directories; Geoff Barrett talked about his house and 

illustrated the interesting finds that can be revealed during renovations in an historic 

property and Liz Stokes gave a potted history of St Andrew’s Church, the parish 

church of Chippenham. 

As a member of Civic Voice, Chippenham Civic Society can obtain a one day pass 
for the National Trust.  The pass (one day pass per group member) can be obtained 
by writing to Gill Roxborough, Civic Voice, 60 Duke Street, Liverpool  L1 5AA, 
enclosing a stamped addressed envelope, with contact details and stating you are a 
member of Chippenham Civic Society.  This pass is transferrable and can be given 
to friends and family if you are already a member of the National Trust. 
 
Bulletin editor contact details: 
 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

Remember you can email us at: chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 

 STOP PRESS 
Wiltshire Council has just received planning applications 14/03748 for 13-16 Market 
Place and 14/03772 for the former Post Office Sorting Office in Station Hill. The 
Market Place application proposes refurbishment, retaining the ground floor as retail 
and converting the top two floors to residential. The Sorting Office proposal is to have 
a ground floor retail unit and offices above with pay & display car park retained.  
 
 Without looking in detail, in principle the Civic Society welcomes both applications.  
See February Buttercross Bulletin for our campaign re 13 - 16 Market Place. 
 

 
.  
 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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PROPOSED CULTURE AND ARTS HUB FOR CHIPPENHAM 

 
Wiltshire Council conducted a Joint Strategic Assessment of  the Chippenham Community 

Area  (Chippenham and its Villages) recently. The findings were discussed at a workshop on 

18 February at the Neeld Hall, hosted by Maggie Rae, Director Corporate Services and Cllr 

Linda Packard, Chair of the Area Board. Isabel Blackburn and Roger Backway attended on 

behalf of the Civic Society. 

 

The assessment looked at a whole range of areas of life in Chippenham, such as Health and 

Wellbeing, Economy, Young People, Transport, Housing, Environment etc. One of the areas 

was Culture and the Arts. The aim of the workshop was to split the attendees into areas of 

interest and for each area of interest to come up with a list of priorities for that area. These 

were then voted on by the whole workshop. The purpose was to help the Area Board, 

Wiltshire Council and Chippenham Town Council to set its priorities for the future based on 

the feedback. 

 

The Arts and Culture table consisted of Meril Morgan,Arts Development Officer,Wiltshire 

Council Arts Service (who acted as facilitator), Julia Stacey (Chippenham Area Partnership), 

Roger Backway (Civic Society), Jessica Phillips (Chippenham Librarian), Melissa Barnett 

(Curator, Chippenham Museum), Cllr Mark Packard, Ian Gilbert (Chippenham Lions), Steve 

Lile (Chippenham Folk Festival), Brian Reid (Chippenham FM local radio station).  We were 

asked to set three priorities for the arts in Chippenham over the next 3 to 5 years. We came up 

with the following: 

 

1. Chippenham Town Council to proceed at top priority with the enhancement of the Neeld 

Hall to provide a first class venue for amateur and professional productions and as a multi-

purpose venue. 

 

2. Development of a free standing arts and culture website for arts and culture organisations 

to use or as a portal to their own sites. It must not look like a Wiltshire Council or Town 

Council website although it would probably be local authority funded.  

 

3. Development of an arts and culture hub. In the long term an arts centre building was 

desirable. In the short term it could be (for example) a drop in centre/ coffee stop at the Yelde 

Hall where volunteers could man a desk which advertised and promoted all the arts and 

culture events and organisations in Chippenham and the local area. 

 

Since the workshop the Arts and Culture group has had an initial meeting, joined by Andrew 

Skelton from the Museum. A further meeting is planned at the end of April. We are all 

enthusiastic and agree that lots of exciting things are happening in Chippenham but they need 

to be coordinated, promoted and publicised much more. 

 

If any Civic Society members are keen to get involved at the ground floor of this exciting 

initiative please contact Roger Backway or Isabel Blackburn. 
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RSPB MEDAL PRESENTED TO THE CHIPPENHAM MUSEUM                                                                                                                  
 

Don Little describes a recent acquisition of the 

Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre.  ‘This 

brought back a lot of memories to me of my time 

whilst I was at Chippenham Secondary Modern 

School in Cocklebury Road. I too was a member 

of the schools bird and tree club and met after 

school hours.’ 

It represents a prize medal for The Bird and Tree 

Day competition given to the museum by Mrs 

Georgina Johnson. Her mother Miss Hilda Jesse 

Wise (pictured right) had won this in about 1916. 

 

  

                 

‘We were asked to study a bird and a tree throughout the year and then at the end of the 

summer term we were entered into a national competition where we had to write an essay of 

our choice.  I chose the swan and the poplar tree. The swan was an easy choice as living near 

the river in the centre of the town I could regularly go down to the riverside and watch the 

swans which gathered there. When nesting time came one pair of swans nested beneath the 

wall at the bottom of Monkton Hill just by the mill. This always caused a lot of interest with 

the public and there was always a crowd looking over the wall to see what progress was 

being made with hatching the eggs. When the little ones appeared there was always great 

excitement. Occasionally they made their nest under the huge plane tree further along the 

inlet of the river.  

This tree was the idol of the Misses Honniball who had their shop close by and were horrified 

when the decision was made to chop the tree down to improve the flow of the river.  The 

poplar trees I made a study of were situated in a row between The Sanitary Laundry and Ivy 

Lane School. Sadly these trees have now been pulled down.  Fellow pupils had told me that I 

had been awarded a certificate of merit but sadly as it was the end of the summer term and I 

left the school not to return after the summer holidays I never received my certificate. 
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The School at Hardenhuish Rectory   Betty Coleman 

 

           
 

In the middle of the nineteenth century the Rev Robert Kilvert was appointed to the post of 

Rector in the parish of Hardenhuish, just outside Chippenham. He moved with his wife, 

Thermuthis, into what was then a fairly new rectory at the top of Hardenhuish Lane. But the 

living of the parish was a small one and with a growing family to provide for, he decided to 

increase his income by opening a small school. He was helped in this by Squire Clutterbuck, 

of Hardenhuish House, who financed the addition of a schoolroom to the rectory.  

 

The following is a description of the school in Hardenhuish Rectory through the eyes of two 

children, Emily and Augustus. Emily was a daughter of Robert and Thermuthis Kilvert, 

Augustus was a pupil at the school. 

 

The rectory that housed the school and the Kilvert family looks today almost exactly as it did 

over 150 years ago. Augustus described it as ‘a small house, pleasantly situated on a hill, 

near an odd little Wrenian church which stood in a well kept churchyard’.  He mentions the 

garden with its laurel hedges and a large elm tree and the hot, dusty little courtyard at the 

back of the house which served as a playground. The schoolroom, as Emily remembered it 

was simple. There were pegs for cloaks, hats and bags behind the door and a fireplace with a 

great linen cupboard on one side and shelves on the other. There were lesson books on the 

lower shelves and bottled gooseberries and jams above which occasionally exploded.  

 

There were about 12 boys, aged 9 to 13, at the school, which was advertised as being for the 

sons of the gentry. Certainly Augustus came from a distinguished family of scholars and 

clerics, his ancestors including a bishop, a writer of history books and an artist who studied in 

the studio of Joshua Reynolds. A portrait of one of his ancestors as a boy, painted by Joshua 

Reynolds, hangs in the Louvre in Paris. The parents of the other boys are known to have 

included an army general, a London banker, titled landowners and clergymen of various 

ranks. The boys came not only from the towns and villages of Wiltshire but also from further 

afield, places like Wotton-under-Edge and Dorking, and several even came from Ireland.  

To the head teacher the boys at his school were ‘his little flock of lambs in Christ’s fold’. To 

Emily they were ‘a never failing source of interest and amusement’ whereas Augustus saw 

them as ‘a set of little monsters’. He describes one of his earliest roommates as one of the 

greatest blackguards he ever came across who made his life indescribably miserable. 

Another, with the splendid name of Gumbleton Ellis Houlton Pennington Whinfield,  he 
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describes simply as ‘odious’. Certainly he was shocked at their behaviour. ‘All infantile 

immoralities were highly popular, and - in such close quarters - it would have been difficult 

for the most pure and high-minded boy to escape from them. The first evening I was there, at 

nine years old, I was compelled to eat Eve’s apple quite all up – indeed the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil was stripped absolutely bare, there was no fruit left to gather.’  

 

Augustus talks little of the teachers but Emily retained clear memories of a number of them. 

They included: 

Mr Coombs the music master who came over from Chippenham 

 Mr Hadath an older, clever man from St Bede’s college who wore spectacles 

 M.Lamousie who ‘used to wipe his pen in his hair’ 

 Sergeant Reeves who drilled boys outside school on Saturdays  

 Mr Wyncott who was very kind to children and had beautiful handwriting 

 Mr George Warlow who was 18 and very good-looking 

 Mr Keene who taught drawing and ‘used to gnaw his moustache, bite his lip and smile at my 

attempts at drawing a straight line’. 

 

Rev Robert Kilvert the headmaster was a tall man with red hair encircling a high bald 

forehead. Emily’s recollections paint a picture of a happy, idyllic childhood with a dear father 

who was caring and interesting, who amused his children by reading Dickens and Walter 

Scott to them in the evenings at home. Augustus has a different tale to tell. He admits that the 

rector was a good scholar, very religious and a thoroughly good parish priest but adds that he 

was strangely impractical and ‘with no knowledge whatever of the world, still less of the 

‘boyish’ part of it’. He goes further and reports also that he was very hot-tempered and a 

figure of fear. ‘He slashed our hands with a ruler and our bodies with a cane most 

unmercifully for exceedingly slight offences. So abject was our terror of him that we used to 

look forward as to an oasis the one afternoon he went on his parish duties.’ 

 

Notwithstanding the Rev Kilvert’s reign of terror, there seems to have been quite a lot of fun 

at the school. There were the usual boyish activities of cricket in the fields, playing robbers in 

the church vault and finding and dissecting wild animals. There were special events too. 

Augustus gives a delightful description of the Guy Fawkes celebrations of 1845. All the boys 

dressed up in costumes and processed around the garden carrying Guy Fawkes and singing 

‘Remember, remember the fifth of November’. Then a cart full of firewood came up the hill 

for the evening bonfire and fireworks. 

 

The things that Augustus most enjoyed seemed to have been the outings. There were picnics 

at Castle Combe and Slaughterford where the children rambled about and climbed up the hills 

and rolled down again, collected nuts and ate bread, jam, cold beef and cheese. And there was 

the feast at Mr Clutterbuck’s in Hardenhuish Park at which the girls sat at little round tables 

among beautiful flower-beds, while the boys carried the tea, grapes and gooseberries. After 

the feast they all played at thread-the-needle and went in a swing and in a flying boat. 

 

There is no doubt that Augustus found parts of school life bleak. His letters home are 

punctuated with home-sick comments. ‘I dream of nothing, think of nothing, but coming 

home’. ‘It is now only ten weeks and six days to the holidays’. ‘As the holidays approached I 

became ill with excitement and joy’. ’I always kept a sort of map on which every day was 

represented by a square to be filled up when lived through. Oh the dreary sight of these 

spaces on the first days: the ecstasy when only one or two days remained white’. 
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As an adult he remembered his Harnish days as dull and dreary. In contrast to the extensive 

travelling he did with his family in school holidays it probably was. His description of those 

years makes sad reading. 

 

‘The greater part of each day was spent in lessons, and oh what trash we were wearisomely 

taught,…my mind dwells drearily on the long days of uninstructive lessons in the close, hot 

classroom, …… In three years and a half which I spent at Harnish I had been taught next to 

nothing – all our time having been frittered away in learning Psalms by heart, and the 

Articles of the Church of England. Our history was what Arrowsmith’s Atlas used to describe 

Central Africa to be – ‘a barren country only productive of dates’.  

 

The school at Hardenhuish Rectory lasted for the best part of twenty years, probably closing 

when Rev Robert Kilvert left the parish. So what happened to all the children? We know little 

of the lives of most of the pupils at the school except that some of them became clergymen 

and others joined the army, standard professions for younger sons who were not going to 

inherit the family estate. Emily met several of them later in life when she herself had married 

Colonel Samuel Jardine Wyndowe, a surgeon in the army in India. He took her to live in 

Madras for five years after which she returned to England and lived to a ripe old age until her 

death at her home in Uley in the Cotswolds. 

 

Augustus transferred from Harnish to Harrow in 1846, but due to ill health only stayed there 

for one year. However, he did later go to University College, Oxford. Under his full name of 

Augustus John Cuthbert Hare he became a prolific and well known writer and artist. His 

books are mainly of two kinds, descriptive and historical travel books and biographies of 

members and acquaintances of his family, including a very lengthy autobiography. His many 

drawings and paintings are, like his books, predominantly topographical in nature.  

 

In later life he mixed with many important society people, including a royal prince of 

Sweden. He became quite wealthy, leaving an estate of over £20,000 when he died in 1903. 

His last home was Holmhurst in St Leonard-on-Sea in Sussex. Posthumously he has acquired 

two of the most prestigious awards of our time – to have an Augustus Hare society founded 

in his honour and to have an entry in Wikipedia! 

  
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Membership matters 
 

 Welcome to our new members:  Laura Salter, Don & Diane Steele, 
Frederick Huntley, Dorothy Ings, Martin Upson, Brian & Christine 
Thompson, Chippenham 

 
 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to 

join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee – an excellent way to find out about Chippenham past 
and present. See more details on page 23 

 
 If you would prefer to receive your Bulletin by email as a PDF version 

please let us know at chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk


9 

 

The Heritage Open Day 2014 – Sunday 14 September              
 
We are pleased to announce that this year we shall be holding a local Heritage 
Open Day in September. The Heritage Open Day initiative takes place nationally, 

and enables places generally not open to the public to be made available during one 
weekend in mid September.   
 
In Chippenham, the Civic Society has undertaken, on Sunday 14th September, to 
arrange a visit to the Chippenham Masonic Hall, a conspicuous and notable 
building, which we hope will attract a lot of local interest. 
 
There will be more information in the August Bulletin, but we hope you will make a 
note of the date now. 
 

*************************************************************************** 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Greathouse in Kington Langley 1914  

   

One hundred years after the commencement of World War 1 we are commemorating the 

horrific battles which cost so many lives and led to forces returning home wounded, 

disfigured and permanently disabled. 

 

In 1914 my mother was in domestic service employed as lady’s maid to Mrs Garnet at 

Greathouse in Kington Langley. The Garnets each summer went to another estate they owned 

in Shropshire and it was here my mother met one of their employees and to be near his 

sweetheart he moved to Kington Langley working as a gardener at Greathouse.  However, he 

joined up, served in the army, was captured, imprisoned as a POW, was eventually released 

but died of malnutrition before being repatriated. 

 

Meanwhile at Greathouse attics were cleared of unwanted items to make way for furniture 

etc, removed from rooms being made ready to receive troops returning from the front who 

needed to be hospitalised until they could return home.  In Kington Langley three brothers 

returned home safely and one of them began seeing my mother.  Later they married, my 

mother left Greathouse, and living in Foghamshire in Chippenham my mother gave birth to 

my brother and myself.  Greathouse is now a Cheshire Home. 

 

Bryant Vincent by email   

 

Other Memories of World War 1  

 

The ‘Tommy Atkins’ article told its story from a different point-of-view than usual.  I had no 

idea of the seriousness of trench feet, the ‘dumping’ of dead bodies into No Man’s Land, the 

slop buckets, just to mention a few of the terrible facts of life in the Trenches.  My father 

joined up in 1916 at the age of 35.  He went into an accounting unit, and travelled up and 

down behind the front trenches, delivering pay slips and accounts.  He took with him when he 

left England a metal and canvas camp bed and a sleeping bag, and claimed he used them 

every night.  He travelled as he could, fed, took baths and got himself deloused whenever and 

wherever he could.  His health was good, but he ended up with pyorrhea and had all his teeth 
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drawn after the war by Jimmie James, whose surgery was in the Market Place next to my 

father’s shop. 

I have a story about Yatesbury in WWI.  My grandmother who planned the catering and 

cooked at the Neeld Hall convalescent hospital, with other helpers, used to take groups of 

soldiers to Cherhill by charabanc for picnic teas in the summer.  In July 1918, she witnessed a 

crash at Yatesbury.  Somehow she contacted the father of the young officer who was killed in 

the crash, and after her demise, we found the resulting correspondence among her papers.  I 

obtained official air force records of it all, and with the letters, I deposited them all at Calne. 

Avice Wilson by email 

Wendy’s cat and a 1947 recipe 

I am enclosing the text of a cutting I found in my old recipe file, the latter I brought with me 

to the USA in 1946.  The family sent it because my grandfather G.H. Williams, the 

Chippenham Vet, operated on Wendy’s cat, and became very fond of her.  I wonder if anyone 

would know anything about her, she would be 77 this year?  The biscuits have no flour, 

perhaps because at the time flour was rationed.  As was sugar (8ozs per person per week) and 

eggs (one per person per week).       

Wendy is a Good Cook: At 10 Years Old (from the Daily Telegraph, June 1947)  

“A Born Cook” is a phrase rarely applied nowadays, but it is true of 10-year-old Wendy 

Stopford of Dryfield, Bristol Road, Chippenham.  Her mother writes to say that she evolves 

her own recipes and “the family think she excelled herself” with these crisp, delicious 

biscuits. 

CHOCOLATE PETITS-FOURS:   

1oz cocoa, 3oz semolina, 4oz castor sugar, 1 white of egg, a few chopped nuts and glace 

cherries, almond essence.   

Sieve cocoa, semolina and sugar.  Add chopped nuts, and essence.  Whisk white of egg 

slightly, add gradually.  Work until smooth.  Shape in teaspoonfuls in the hands into smooth 

round shapes, slightly hollow at the top.  Glaze with yolk of egg and top each with a piece of 

glace cherry.  These quantities make 18.   

Cook on baking sheet 15-20 minutes in a moderate (375ᵒF, gas No 5).  Stand on a wire tray to 

harden.      

Avice Wilson by email 

Appeal from Avice – would any member know of someone who might like to research the 

saga of the American forces around Chippenham 1942-45?  If so please send your ideas to 

the Editor. 

 

June talk at St Andrew’s Church 

We look forward very much, in our 10th year, to welcoming you to St Andrew's Church on 

Tuesday 17th June, 2014, at 7.30pm for the free Annual Heritage Lecture, when Richard 

Broadhead will be telling us about Chippenham Soldiers and WW1.  We are surrounded by 

their names in the great Christopher Whall Window, the Rolls of Honour and the Memorial 

Screen. 

 
Liz Stokes, Chair of The Friends by email 
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THEN AND NOW        Prue Backway 
 

 
 
We recently found this postcard that was sent to my mother-in-law when we moved 
to Chippenham in 1984.  The one below I took recently.  Not much appears to have 
changed but we all know how much the traffic flow has improved and how the aspect 
from the The Angel is so much more pleasant 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MARCH 2014 

 
A new committee was elected at the AGM as below.   
 
Isabel Blackburn                Chairman, Publicity, Vision Group  
 
Owen Pennell                   Secretary, Bulletin Distribution 
 
Roger Backway                  Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Vision Group 
 

Prue Backway                   Buttercross Bulletin Editor 
 
Lisa Baddeley-Chappell   Minutes Secretary 
 
Geoff Barrett                       Web Editor 
 
Don Little   Historical Adviser 
 
Jennifer Rudd   Refreshments, Planning 
 
Mike Stone                       Social Programme, Book Sales 
 
Other members can be co-opted to the committee during the year. 
 

 

 

 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT      Isabel Blackburn 
 

Committee meetings    The eleven meetings held during the year were well supported, and 

our move to the Jubilee Hall has been successful.  I would like to thank all the committee 

members for their support, and we are grateful to Lisa Baddeley-Chappell for her efficient 

recording of the minutes.  Also as we mentioned in the Bulletin we are still looking for new 

people to join the Committee.  If you are interested and feel that you would like to have a role 

to play, you can contact any member of the committee during this evening or any time. 

 

Membership  Membership stands at about 170 subscriptions, with 22 new members joining 

last year.   This is very encouraging but we can do with more, and we are always looking for 

ways to encourage young members. Any suggestions on this would be welcomed.   

 

Website  Our website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk under the management by Geoff 

Barratt has had an overhaul and now displays a more modern image. We hope you will like 

the new style, and please do let us know what you think about it. 

 

Buttercross Bulletin     The Bulletin continues to be very popular, providing a high standard 

both in content and presentation.  Feedback from members, contributions and suggestions for 

articles are always welcome.  The 150
th

 Special Edition of the Bulletin was produced in 

November 2013.  The articles by previous Editors were fascinating and illustrated how both 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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the town and the Civic Society have changed over the forty or so years.  Thanks to the 

contributors and particularly to Prue Backway and her team for producing it.  

 

Social Programme  Mike Stone arranged another interesting and varied programme of talks 

including an excellent Christmas event.  Tommy Atkins and the ‘appropriate refreshments’ 

were quite a hit.   Attendance at meetings is increasing, and as always, we are keen to 

encourage members to suggest new topics that they would like to see in the programme.  

Many thanks are due to Mike for his efforts.  

  

Publicity  Roger Backway has taken over producing the press reports, with some success, 

and I am still doing the monthly posters which are displayed around the town and on the web 

site. We have had a couple of reports in the local paper recently, so things have improved, 

and we will continue to try to attract their attention. 

   

Heritage Open Days   We didn’t hold an Open Day last year but on Sunday 14
th
 September 

2014 we shall be having an event in conjunction with the Masonic Lodge in Chippenham.  

This will be listed in the HOD directory and more information will be available on this soon. 

 

Some issues and achievements in 2013 

 In September 2013 we were very proud to unveil the statue of the Calf in Borough 

Parade.  This was quite an achievement, so well done to all concerned!  The ceremony 

was conducted by the delightful Amanda Parr from our local BBC Points West and 

we had a very good crowd for the event.    

 Last year we realized that some of our lovely Blue Plaques were looking rather dull 

and tired. Geoff Barrett has done a wonderful job with step ladder, soapy water and a 

toothbrush to clean them up throughout the town.  They do look so much better, so 

many thanks to Geoff for this.  

 The annual Conservation Awards took place in May 2013, with six nominations.  We 

had a record number of winners attending to receive their awards, and the hall was 

full.  We have been attempting to compile a list for 2014, commending new buildings 

and changes to old ones, but this year the possible candidates are so few that we have 

decided not to make any awards.  However, Jack Konynenburg will still be presenting 

on the evening of 20
th

 May, so please do come along as usual. 

 We have monitored and commented on planning applications. The location of the 

Skatepark was finally agreed by Wiltshire Council following a public meeting. The 

planning application has not yet been submitted but will be scrutinized to ensure that 

the surrounding area is landscaped to best effect. 

 We continue regular participation in Chippenham Vision, and the Chippenham Area 

Board, keeping in touch with plans for the future of the town. 

 A further Streetpride survey has been made in conjunction with Wiltshire and 

Chippenham Councils and we await their report. 

 We continue with membership of Civic Voice, supporting their initiatives.  Passes for 

the National Trust are available this year (see page 3), so do remember to make use of 

these. 

 We are always seeking to eliminate eyesores in the town, such as graffiti.  Roger has 

been very busy reporting these and monitoring progress and has had particular success 

with promised improvements at 14 Market Place. 
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 Following discussions with Network Rail we have learnt that there will be a proper 

refurbishment of the Viaduct in 2015 prior to the electrification of the line (due to be 

up and running in 2017). Thanks to Roger for his hard work in these and many other 

areas. 

 The Civic Society’s campaign for Public Works of Art continues.  You may have seen 

the article in the Bulletin about a proposed mural for Emery Gate, and negotiations 

are in hand at Langley Park for a sculpture or other art work to commemorate the 

important role of Westinghouse in the town.  We hope there will be more news on 

these later. 

 Another enjoyable and successful year. 

 

 

AN IMPROVED ASTORIA 
 

At last it is good to see that, under 

new management, The Astoria 

Cinema has had a refit even if this is 

only on the outside!  The colour 

scheme (the red, blue and yellow 

fascias) is bright but the major work 

has taken place on the roof and the 

signage has improved with relevant 

information provided at the entrance. 

They are also screening some live 

National Theatre productions 

http://www.astoriachippenham.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

LICENCE AGREEMENT SIGNED FOR CALF SCULPTURE 

 
On 4 March 2014, the Civic Society signed a Licence Agreement with the owners of the Borough 

Parade shopping centre (Jeeves Investments Limited Partnership) for the calf sculpture. This is a legal 

document which agrees the following between both parties: 

 

- The sculpture remains the property of Chippenham Civic Society. 

- The Civic Society has the right to use the location to exhibit the sculpture for 100 years at a 

peppercorn rent. 

- Either side can give 3 months notice to terminate the licence in which case the Civic Society 

will remove the sculpture. 

- The owners of Borough Parade undertake to insure the sculpture against damage, theft and 

other insured incidents. 

- The owners of Borough Parade undertake to maintain and keep the sculpture in good 

condition. 

 

We are pleased with this agreement which clarifies the legal position on ownership, insurance and 

other matters. 

 

http://www.astoriachippenham.co.uk/
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 TREASURER’S REPORT                      Roger Backway 
 

The accounts as presented at the AGM on 18 March are shown below. They are slightly 

different to normal in that they include financing of the calf sculpture and inclusion of it as an 

asset.  

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 2013 

Receipts    2013  2012 Payments                            2013       2012 
Membership subscriptions       1,726  2,019 Newsletter & 

Donations received              1,368      275   photocopying                             988        921 

Bank/Building society interest      59       34 Room hire & speakers                 577         579 

Gift aid on donations                  619     369 Subscriptions       263        257 

Book sales                                50     282  Stationery/stamps                 230        233 

Ticket sales                              285     148  Refreshments                       54           11 

Sundry income                   79       55 Miscellaneous                               62          100 

Sculpture Model               1,500  Travel          20           15 

                                                                        Sign                                                             284 

Sculpture Production                      1,020  

Speakers and visitors      190   

Painting funding      250    

Client entertainment        67 

Depreciation           103     

Closing stocks                          2,945  3,079  Opening Stock                          3,079        8,528      

                                                                        Surplus/(deficit) of receipts 

                                                                         over payments                          1,248     (4,186) 

                                             ___________                                                      ______________ 

                                              7,131    7,762                                                 7,131        7,762 

 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES AT 30 NOVEMBER 2013 

Assets                                     2013  2012    Membership funds              2013       2012                              

                                                                           Civic society                       
Cash Building Society 1        -         -        At 1.12.2012                         11,436      15,622                               

Cash Building Society 2                -       -                         

Scottish Widows Bank          1,086    6,027    

Cash at Bank                         4,407    2,876   

Stocks                                    2,945   3,079 

Calf Sculpture             5,054  

Liabilities 

Deferred subscriptions            (808)    (545)      Surplus/(deficit) for year     1,248  (4,186) 

                                            _____________                                                   ______________                                                                                                  

Net Assets at 30.11.13         12,684  11,436    Funds at 30.11.13              12,684     11,436      

 

Notes:  The above figures represent running costs for the year.  Therefore they do not include 

payment of £10,657 for all sculpture costs, nor the receipt of £5,500 in grants towards the 

cost.  The balance was paid out of Civic Society funds (see reduction in bank assets above). 

Depreciation of sculpture is at 2% per year for 50 year life.  Asset value of sculpture is the 

acquisition cost to the Civic Society and not the replacement cost. 

 

Thanks to Monahans Accountants, 16a Forest Gate, Pewsham, Chippenham for their 

generous assistance in producing the accounts. We are pleased to recommend them to 

any members seeking an accountant.  
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 PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 

26 The Causeway, Chippenham 14/01469/FUL  
Plans have been submitted to convert this terraced house into 4 small flats.  

 

6 & 7 The Causeway 4/02462/ FUL and 14/02777/LBC 

Application for permission to convert this office into 6 residential units with a new store. This 

has been a sorry building for a while and it would be good to see it brought back to life.  It is 

a large listed building in the Conservation Area 

 

12 The Causeway 11/01811/FUL 
Members will have noticed the great work going on at this address.  Skilled stonemasons 

have spent some time restoring the original features to the building.  So far there is a porch 

and repaired stone work where the large windows were inserted in the 50s. This is a building 

we were concerned about when permission was given to convert it to flats without any 

external alterations. After we pointed out the building featured in the Chippenham 

Conservation Area Management Plan this was amended. The building (see photo below) is 

being converted into 4 one bedroom flats with a 2 bedroom house at the back.   

 

 
 

Wiltshire College 13/06704/FUL 

Permission has been given to demolish the existing College buildings and erect a new 

building. We understand that this does not include the old, original school building. 
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1 The Hamlet 14/0080/LBC  

Permission was refused to build a single story rear extension on this listed building. 

 

40 Market Place 14/02602/FUL 

Application for permission to alter the shop front of what was once the Salad Select shop. 

This is in the Conservation Area so needs to be done sympathetically. 

 

18 St Paul Street 14/02163/FUL  

Application for permission to demolish outbuildings and erect a single storey extension. 

 

Elm Tree Farm, Rowden Lane 14/02899/FUL 
Application for permission for extensions and alterations. 

 

48 The Market Place 13/05818/LBC  

Approval has been given to convert the premises above the former Chas Hart Jewellers into 2 

flats. 

 

World of Wood 2, The Bridge 

Approval has been given to convert this shop next to the bridge into a café. Rivo Lounge 

hopes to be open by the end of April. This position by the river does seem to be an 

appropriate place and it is to be hoped that the area next to it will be improved and enhanced.  

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

PROPOSED CHIPPENHAM BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 

 A consultation exercise is currently underway to determine whether the town centre of 

Chippenham will become a Business Improvement District (BID). Many towns in the country 

have acquired a BID (the nearest is Bath). Isabel Blackburn, Owen Pennell and Roger 

Backway recently met the newly appointed BID Manager Carolyn Brownell to find out more 

about it. 

 

A BID is a Government supported initiative to  improve  town centres through an additional 

levy on business rates that is ring fenced, business led, and must be spent on agreed town 

centre improvements and related initiatives. An initial feasibility was carried out and Mosaic 

Partnership (www.themosaicpartnership.co.uk ) was awarded the contract to take the BID 

process forward. Caroline Brownell is the Chippenham BID Project Manager. She previously 

worked on a successful BID in Solihull. 

 

The first stage in the BID is to define the town centre and so far it is broadly the area of the 

High Street, New Road and the Causeway (the precise area is still under consideration). 

Within this area there are (according to Wiltshire Council Official figures) around 500 

businesses that pay Business Rates.  Only businesses that actually pay the Business Rate are 

eligible. Just under 1/3 of these businesses are retail. Other include food, leisure, offices etc. 

Once a definitive area has been agreed and there is a good level of support for the concept, 

the next stage is to initiate a ballot of the businesses for a BID levy to be introduced. 

Typically a levy of 1 to 2% of the business rate per year is the norm. Caroline suggests a 

figure of 1.5% would be desirable. Based on the 500 businesses identified this would raise 

around £200,000 per year. 

 

http://www.themosaicpartnership.co.uk/
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A Task Group of businesses and local authority representatives is overseeing the process. The 

ballot of the businesses is due to be held in October/November this year. For the BID to go 

ahead over 50% of businesses must vote to accept and it must also be 50% by value as well. 

A limited company would then be set up to manage the funds and determine how the money 

should be spent per year. The limited company would have representatives from all the 

business sectors in the BID so it is very much a business led initiative. In typical BIDs 

elsewhere, funds  have been spent on Marketing/Promotion, Safety/Security, Additional 

Cleaning, Additional Signage, Street Scene etc. It cannot be used as a substitute for local 

authority services. For example if the BID (as in Bath) decided to employ cleaners it would 

have to be an additional service to that provided by the Local Authority. Assuming  a Yes 

vote in October/ November, the setting up of a limited company and agreement on priorities, 

it is anticipated that the BID could be up and running by Mid 2015. It  lasts for 5 years and 

then has to be reballoted. So there is the potential for around £1million to be spent over 5 

years in the town centre by businesses that are actually located there and without outside 

interference. 

 

The Civic Society warmly welcomes the BID concept, and we would particularly like to see, 

as one of the outcomes, better Marketing and Promotion of Chippenham as we feel that it is 

being undersold at present. We fully support Carolyn in this important initiative. 

 

 

Chippenham Housing Core Strategy - Site Allocation 
 
Readers will be aware that there has been much debate about the location of future housing 
in Chippenham. HM Planning Inspector rejected in late 2013 the Wiltshire Core Strategy 
Housing Allocation for Chippenham, because in deciding on the Western Option, Wiltshire 
Council had failed to fairly consider the Eastern Option (on land owned by Chippenham 
2020). As a result Wiltshire Council is now to produce a Chippenham Housing Site Allocation 
Development Planning Documnet (DPD) where all the options (including the Eastern Option) 
will have to be freshly examined in a fair and objective manner. The timetable for this fresh 
evaluation is as follows: 
 

 Initial consultation on the scope of draft plan February – March 2014 
 

 Plan preparation April – September 2014 
 

 Pre-submission consultation October – November 2014 
 

 Plan preparation (including processing of representations and revisions to document) 
December 2014 - February 2015 

 

 Submission to Secretary of State March 2015 
 

 Examination (including hearing and receipt of Inspector’s report) March – June2015 
 

 Adoption July 2015  
 
This means that by July 2015 the sites for future housing development in the Chippenham. 
Area will hopefully have been settled once and for all. The Civic Society will be ready to 
comment on any draft plan at the appropriate time, once there is something on the table. 
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THE SUFFRAGETTE MOVEMENT AND CHIPPENHAM 
 

Andrew Skelton, Learning and Outreach Officer at The Chippenham Museum and Heritage 

Centre gave the January talk to the Civic Society following up the article published in the 

August 2013 Bulletin. 

 

‘The Suffragette Movement’ has become the universal catchall phrase most people use if they 

are asked to explain the struggle women underwent to gain the vote at the beginning of the 

last century. Although this movement was crucial in helping raise people’s awareness of the 

inequality experienced by women in the 19
th
 and 20

th
 century, the term only relates to one 

specific group within the franchise movement and then only to a short time period in the long 

struggle undergone by women, and some men, to gain female emancipation. 

 

The Loss of the Vote 

 

It may seem incongruous, but until the Representation of the 

People Act 1832, female suffrage was not legally an issue. 

Although women’s rights were severely restricted, they were 

not legally barred from voting. The issues stopping women 

from voting were more those of property ownership and 

wealth, rather than any specific legal barrier to voting.  

 

The Act of 1832 changed all this though, by making reference 

for the first time to the gender of the voter. By including the 

word ‘male’ before the reference to ‘voter’, women’s right to 

the vote was effectively removed, and they were banned from 

the voting register.  

 

This then is the start of the women’s suffrage movement. 

 

 

 
The Suffrage Movement Begins 

 

The 1832 Act may have removed women’s right to vote, but this did not mean that this was 

going to be accepted without a fight. Although the more 

militant actions of the suffrage movement were not to begin 

until the 20
th

 century, women were soon organising talks, 

debates and societies to tackle this inequality. Barbara 

Bodichon, was a key founder in this movement, organising 

talks that raised the issue of women’s rights, including the 

right to vote and to divorce. She founded the ‘Women’s 

Suffrage Committee’, recognised as probably the earliest 

unofficial suffrage group, in 1866 and swiftly gathered 1,500 

signatures on a petition demanding the vote for women. 

 

 John Stuart Mills, MP, proposed an amendment to allow 

‘enfranchisement of all householders regardless of sex’, 

presented this to parliament, to be applied to the Second 

Reform Act of 1867, but the amendment was rejected. 
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The same year the Second Reform Act was being debated 

in parliament the first ‘official’ suffrage movement was 

created by Lydia Becker; the Manchester Women’s 

Suffrage Committee.  Lydia Becker had been a keen 

follower of Barbara Bodichon, having attended many of 

her talks and debates. Although the Committee had little 

success in gaining support in parliament, Lydia Becker 

continued to actively campaign, both publicly with a series 

of speaking tours, and privately, as editor of the Women’s 

Suffrage Journal.  

 

It was at one of Lydia’s talks, in Manchester in 1874, that 

a fifteen-year-old Emmeline Pankhurst was to hear her 

first talk on women’s right to vote. Emmeline Pankhurst 

was, of course, to go on to be a far more famous activist 

for women’s emancipation, but was it here listening to 

Lydia Becker that her determination was first formed? 

 

 
What About Chippenham? 

 

Although the debate about women’s votes was gaining popularity nationally, there is very 

little evidence of the Suffrage Movement touching Chippenham to any great degree.  

 
The first written record I have been able to verify of the suffrage issue affecting Chippenham 

meeting is the above reference in the Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette 6
th
 November of 

1873. This article does not refer though to a Chippenham Suffrage Group, but rather to a 

meeting debating the cause of Women’s Suffrage. After this the issue is untouched in the local 

press until it surfaces in two articles in the Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette, where passing 

reference is made in two political speeches, one by Mr Walter Long MP, in 1889 and the 

other in 1890 by Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice. Neither is addressing a Suffrage group, but 

rather showing their disdain for the suffrage movement. 

 

The NUWSS 

 

Whilst Chippenham may not have been active in the Suffrage Movement, this did not mean 

that the issue was not gaining popularity throughout the country. By 1897 the various 

Suffrage Movements had come together under the leadership of Millicent Fawcett, and the 

National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) was formed. This is the Suffrage 

Movement that we are referring to when we discuss Suffrage, but they were a political 

lobbying group, determined to stay within the law. It was up to a second group, led by 

Emmeline Pankhurst, to bring us the term Suffragist. Though it is this group that organised 

the Great Suffrage Pilgrimage in 1913 (please see Paul Connell’s article in the August 2013 

Buttercross Bulletin)   
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The WSPU 

 

The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) was Emmeline Pankhurst’s breakaway 

movement. Frustrated by the NUWSS’s lack of success, they decided that the only way to 

gain the vote was by actions outside the law. This led to women disturbing political meetings, 

chaining themselves to government buildings, attacking prominent anti-female emancipation 

figures, destroying MP’s houses and even throwing stones at the Houses of Parliament! 

 

Back to Chippenham 

 

This final action may not appear as drastic as other activities undertaken by the WSPU, but it 

is this that brings us back to a link with our area. The actions of the WSPU at Westminster 

are referred to in this article from 1908. Although the article refers to a meeting at Bath, the 

presence of Miss Annie Kenney at the meeting does give us a link to Chippenham, as we 

know she was active in our area, raising support for the WSPU. Although I have found no 

direct reference yet to a Suffragist group from Chippenham, it is highly probable that women 

who sympathised with this cause would have travelled to Bath to listen to such a prominent 

speaker. This theory gains more credence with the appearance in 1909 of the report in the 

local press of prominent Suffragists from Bristol visiting Chippenham to organise meetings, 

though, again no reference to the actual meetings has yet come to light.      

 
 Finally, recent research revealed that, although Chippenham was not a 

hotbed of suffrage activity, our near neighbours at Corsham were 

certainly involved. The article refers to a window smashing campaign 

that the NUWS undertook locally, and the involvement of Annie 

Kenney, the local ‘rabble rouser’ as the authorities saw her.  

 
Bath Spa Archive 2013 

The recount is from a student who was resident at Corsham Court, the 

Bath Spa teaching facility. Again, it seems highly unlikely that 

Chippenham supporters of the suffrage movement would have 

excluded themselves from the actions of our Corsham neighbours, 

especially with Miss Kenney having been so active in our area, and so 

keen to spread the word and actions for female emancipation. 

 

How did it end? 

 

In the end, the WSPU and the NUWSS’s actions were overtaken by events outside their 

control. In 1914 the First World War began and both the WSPU and the NUWSS ceased their 
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activities in a show of patriotism, and their members focused instead on the war effort.   

Women in Chippenham, just like their sisters across the land, joined in this war effort. 

Chippenham established a VAD Hospital at the Neeld Hall to care for the wounded, as well 

as other work, including the creation of munitions at Saxby & Farmers factory.  

 

 
Saxby & Farmer Munitions Workers 1918 

 

Unknown to them though, this action and the actions of the millions of women who entered 

the workplace, contributed more to the cause of women’s suffrage than all the actions of the 

Suffrage Movement, and in 1918, at the end of the Great War, the Representation of the 

People Act recognised this and gave women the vote. Finally, in 1928, the Representation of 

the People (Equal Franchise) Act, removed all discrepancies between male and female voting 

criteria and true universal suffrage was brought to all adults, irrespective of gender.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATEST ON PROPOSED MURAL FOR CHIPPENHAM 

 
The proposal was described on page 17 of the February Bulletin. Since then we have had 

another meeting with the artist Rosalind Robinson and Michael Bryant, Development 

Manager of Emery Gate. We now have a better understanding of the design options and 

costs. Michael Bryant is discussing the matter with the Directors of Eagle One (owners of 

Emery Gate) and we await his feedback on whether the project is a possible starter or not.

Andrew Skelton, Learning & Outreach Officer 
Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre 

 

10 Market Place 

Chippenham 
Wiltshire SN15 3HF 

 

| : 01249 705027 | Fax: 01249 705025 | : askelton@chippenham.gov.uk 

  www.facebook.com/ChippenhamMuseum 

 

 

mailto:askelton@chippenham.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ChippenhamMuseum
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 SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2014 
 Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting 
at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 

May 20th 
Annual Conservation and Environment Awards 2014.  Jack Konynenburg will 
present a review of the projects that have been commemorated over the past years.  
He will illustrate the range and variety of the buildings, houses and environmental 
areas that have been given awards. 
 
June 17th 

The Annual Joint Civic Society & Friends of St Andrew’s Heritage Lecture.  Richard 
Broadhead – Chippenham Soldiers and World War 1 at St Andrew’s Church. 
 
July no meeting 
 
August no meeting 
 
September 27th 

Celebrating 40 years of Chippenham Civic Society – more details in the August 
bulletin and on the website.  This half day event will be in the Yelde Hall on 
Saturday morning. 
 

Suggestions for talks for the future are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or 
any committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £11 per year per household (£6 

per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Town Hall, 
Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. Copies can be 
purchased from the Museum and Heritage Centre and from the membership 
secretary, Roger Backway (contact details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 30 June 2014 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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The view of St Mary Street from the river – a veritable mix of architectures! 


