
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Spring has arrived at Ivy Lane, Chippenham!  

 
 

  

 

      Issue No 156 

              THE BUTTERCROSS BULLETIN 
 

       MAY 2015 



2 

 

In this issue: 
 

From the Editor 
Chippenham Cloth Factory 
Liz Stokes remembered 
New Committee  
Membership matters  
Mass Dials 
Reports from the AGM 
Chippenham Town Mill 
John Aubrey – new book 
New screens planned for The Astoria 
Jack’s House & Heritage Open Day 2015 
Origins of The Vikings 
Chippenham Vision is no more 
Rail Franchise extended 
Planning Matters 
Commonwealth Day 
Social programme/deadline for next issue 
 
 
Chairman 
 

Isabel Blackburn 
Astley House 
255 London Road 
Chippenham 
SN15 3AR 
Tel:  01249 460049  
Email: isabel.blackburn@sky.com  
 
Secretary 
 

Jeremy Shaw 
Zealy’s House 
53 St Mary Street 
Chippenham 
SN15 3JW 
Tel: 01249 652656   
Email: jeremydjshaw@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer      Membership Secretary 
 

Colin Lynes      Marilyn Stone 
11 Butts Croft     26 Awdry Close 
Chippenham      Chippenham 
SN15 3GQ      SN14 0TQ 
 
Tel: 01249 448599     Tel: 01249 446385 
Email: colin@crlynes.wanadoo.co.uk  Email: stone48@live.co.uk

mailto:isabel.blackburn@sky.com
mailto:jeremydjshaw@gmail.com
mailto:colin@crlynes.wanadoo.co.uk
mailto:stone48@live.co.uk


3 

 

From the Editor 

 
March heralded another excellent AGM and evening of talks about the history of 

Chippenham. A new committee (see page 8) was elected with three volunteers 

(Jeremy Shaw, Melissa Barnett and John Scragg) welcomed on. Thanks were 

extended to Lisa Baddeley–Chappell and Roger Backway for their work over many 

years. A digest of the three talks by Jeremy Shaw, Kay Taylor and Mike Stone 

(pages 9,13 and 18) are reproduced for those not able to attend. 

 

April arrived with sunny and warm weather, and the floral arrangements in gardens 

and around the town have been seen to their best advantage (see front cover).  We 

look forward to the Annual Conservation and Environment Awards evening.  Please 

note that this will be a week earlier on Tuesday 12 May.   We hope many of you 

will come to hear Jack Konynenburg talk about the projects that have enhanced the 

town over the previous year. 

 

Bulletin editor contact details: 
 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 

 
Membership of Civic Voice 

 
It was agreed at the AGM that Chippenham Civic Society would not continue its 
membership of Civic Voice.  Although this is the umbrella organisation of all Civic 
Societies, the committee considered that the annual subscription was greater than 
the benefits received.  Since joining there have been several changes to the 
structure and executive at Civic Voice and the current activities of the organisation 
duplicate rather than enhance Chippenham Civic Society. 
  
Regrettably this will mean that there will be no free entry voucher to the National 

Trust this year (entry to English Heritage was not on offer in 2015). 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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Centenary of Cloth Factory Fire                                                 Donald Little 

 
One hundred years ago on the 21st May 1915, Chippenham experienced one of the 
worst fires in its entire history. This was the fire at part of the Waterford Cloth Mill in 
Factory Lane. The main part of the mill was completely gutted. All of the 200 workers 
mostly female were put out of work as a result of the fire. The factory at that time 
was making cloth for British and French armies fighting in the war. Most of the male 
weavers were already fighting in the war which left the women and girls to produce 
the cloth for their uniforms and working under great pressure. 
 
                  

  
 

Mr Joe Buckle, the Captain, is seen standing in the foreground with his hands on his waist. 

 
 
The wool was spun, carded, dyed and woven at the factory and finally made into 
cloth. In the eighteenth century the manufacture of fine woollen cloth was the main 
industry of the town, Chippenham being a major centre for the West of England cloth 
industry. Waterford Mill was founded in 1707 and was one of about a dozen cloth 
mills in the town. It was the only one to survive to the twentieth century. After the fire 
the factory reopened but finally closed down in 1930 thus ending a long tradition in 
Chippenham. 
 
At the time of the fire Mr Joe Buckle was Captain of the Town Fire Brigade. Mr 
Buckle was the owner of the timbered Tudor building (now demolished) in the High 
Street where for many years he sold fresh fish and game. His report of the fire is 
typed up in the Council Minutes for 1915 together with his hand written statement 
dated 1st June 1915 stating that the building was now safe. Parts of these reports are 
reproduced opposite. 
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“ Call handed in at 1.04 a.m.  I ordered the Steamer to be horsed, then proceeded to 
Waterford Cloth Mills, situated in Factory Lane, Chippenham, with packed Escape 
and five Firemen; the remainder of the Brigade, under Lieut. H. Slade, taking the 
Steamer to the Electric Light Station (via Councillor Townsend’s field). On arrival, I 
found the main building on the river side, of over one hundred yards frontage and of 
four and five storeys high, well alight, raging rapidly and fiercely in every direction.  

Two deliveries were connected to the main, but I found it an absolute impossibility to 
check the progress of the conflagration. A connecting bridge between the burning 
building and the Burling and Spileing Shops, about 18 feet from the road level, 
proved a great source of anxiety to the brigade, until the roof collapsed. The iron 
door at the end of the bridge being open, the consequent draught through the 
structure was terrific, and all attention was directed in this direction until rendered 
safe. Numerous surrounding buildings being in jeopardy, the two deliveries were 
transferred to the Tan Yard (the property of Mr T.A.Smith), also an extra delivery 
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from the Steamer, and I am pleased to report the Brigade again prevented the 
outbreak from spreading.  

In the meantime I had paid a visit to the Second Officer at the opposite end of the 
factory and found that he had been fortunate enough to save the Dye House and its 
valuable contents from destruction. In about three hours the whole building except 
the Dye House was completely gutted.” 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               

    
 

 
A tribute to Liz Stokes  
 
It was sad to hear that Liz Stokes had passed away just before Easter.  She had 
borne her illness with grace and fortitude.  Many of you will have personal memories 
of a stalwart member and supporter of the Civic Society.  She was a pillar of St 
Andrew’s Church and the funeral was packed with family, friends and colleagues 
paying tribute to a unique and inspirational member of the congregation.  She had a 
great generousity of spirit and had worked hard in the church over many years.  She 
initiated, began and organised The Friends of St Andrew’s Church which brought in 
the wider community and raised funds for the church through drama, musical events 
and other activities.  One of which was the Annual Joint Heritage Lecture held with 
the Civic Society every June.  She will be greatly missed.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MARCH 2015 

 
A new committee was elected at the AGM as below.   
 
Isabel Blackburn                Chairman, Publicity  
 
Jeremy Shaw  Secretary  
 
Colin Lynes                  Treasurer 
 
Marilyn Stone  Membership Secretary 
 

Prue Backway                   Buttercross Bulletin Editor 
 
Sally Lynes     Minutes Secretary 
 
Geoff Barrett                       Web Editor 
 
Jennifer Rudd   Refreshments, Planning 
 
Mike Stone                       Social Programme, Book Sales 
 
Owen Pennell                   Bulletin Distribution  
 
Melissa Barnett  Museum Link 
 
John Scragg   From May 2015 
 
Other members can be co-opted to the committee during the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Membership matters 

 Welcome to our new members:  - Eric Mountain, Judith Britton, David 
Preston, Andrew Rumming, Stuart Beese, Paul & Carolyn Gilman - all 
from Chippenham 

 
 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to 

join.  All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the 
membership fee.  A good way to find out about Chippenham past and 
present.   See more details on p 23 

 
 Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic  PDF version  - please let 

us know at chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk


8 

 

MASS DIALS     Compiled by Jeremy Shaw and Mike Stone 

 

After the successful AGM on 17 March three members gave short presentations.  The digest 

of the first presentation is below.  It was put together by Jeremy Shaw but in his absence was 

given by Mike Stone. Dr Kay Taylor’s talk is on page 13 and the final talk by Mike Stone is 

on page 18. 

 

Have you ever noticed on the south side of churches, near the doors or porches a scratch or 

mass dial?  Quite a few of these have now been recorded in North Wiltshire and they 

normally date from the late Saxon/Norman period to about 1600.  They were usually placed 

about 4-5 feet above the ground so that they could be observed by the priest in order that he 

could attend church to give the masses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                      Typical Mass Dial 

 

The design is normally 8-9 inches across and there are a wide variety of designs known.  In 

the centre is a hole which contains the gnomon, which is normally missing, pointing straight 

out horizontally so that the sun can record the hours at all times of the year.  They should be 

seen as an event marker for church services rather than a timepiece.  Mike Stone has 

observed a mass dial on the church of St Giles at Stanton St Quintin and at the church of St 

Leonard at Minety.  One of the most interesting churches to view is the church of St Mary at 

Bishop's Canning with its seven mass dials. 

 

No mass dial has been observed on St Andrew's Church in Chippenham, however high up on 

the east side of the church, just beneath the roof line, is a very fine and ornate sundial 

(pictured below) which is dated 1705 and was put up under the vicar Sam Guise.  This is very 

late and undoubtedly reflects the fact that the church had not as yet, like most large market 

towns, had a clock installed in the tower.  This situation was remedied when John and Robert 

Hayes produced a clock in 1716.  In 1738 both the clock and the chimes were replaced by the 

clock maker Elliot Samuel from Malmesbury. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - AGM MARCH 2015               Isabel Blackburn 
 

Committee meetings    The meetings during the year have been well attended.  The new 

members last year, Marilyn Stone, Sally and Colin Lynes, have played a significant role, so 

well done to all for their ongoing support. This time Lisa Baddeley-Chappell and Roger 

Backway are leaving the committee and Owen Pennell is standing down as Secretary.  I 

would like to thank them all very much for their considerable efforts over the years.  I am 

pleased to report that we have had three new volunteers who have agreed to be nominated to 

join us: John Scragg, Melissa Barnett and Jeremy Shaw.  We look forward to having them on 

the team.  As we recently mentioned in the Bulletin we are still looking for new people so if 

you are interested and feel that you would like to have a role to play, you can contact any 

member of the committee during this evening or any other time. 

 

Membership  Membership stands at about 200 subscriptions, with 30 new members joining 

last year.   This is very encouraging but we can do with more, and we are always looking for 

ways to encourage new people. If you have not yet renewed your membership this year 

please will you do so as soon as possible.  This evening would be a good opportunity.  Also, 

some members are still paying the old subscription of £11 instead of £12 so if this has been 

the case please make a note for future reference.  Marilyn will be pleased to accept the top up 

payment at any time. 

 

Website  Our website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk is doing well under the 

management of Geoff Barrett.  Additional information is now available with more links and 

pictures.  Please do look to see what’s new. 

 

Buttercross Bulletin     The Bulletin continues to be very popular, providing a high standard 

both in content and presentation.  Feedback from members, contributions and suggestions for 

articles are always welcome.   Thanks to the contributors and particularly to Prue Backway 

for producing it. Prue has announced that she will be standing down from this important job 

from next year so a new Editor will be required.  Please give this your consideration and if 

you might like to be involved with this please let us know.  Perhaps a small team could be set 

up to spread the work.  We have a year, but we need to act on this as the loss of the Bulletin 

would be a considerable blow to the Society. 

 

Social Programme Mike Stone’s excellent programme of talks included a very enjoyable 

Christmas event with Marc and Lisa Allum presenting an Antiques Quiz, based on items 

from their home.  It was great fun and quite difficult to identify the strange items they had 

brought for us to see. Attendance at meetings is increasing.  The Government Underground 

Tunnels Talk in November broke all records and caught us out on seating but we shall do 

better on that in future.  Once again many thanks to Mike for his efforts.  

 

Jennifer and Bob Rudd have been organising the refreshments at the meetings very efficiently 

but Jennifer will not be available to do this for a while this year. She is awaiting dates for 

knee operations so will be out of action while she gets better.  We would greatly appreciate 

some volunteers to take this on as it has proved an enjoyable addition to our meetings.   

  

Publicity  Roger Backway has been producing the press reports.  He seemed to be able to get 

the attention of the Gazette, so he will be a hard act to follow.  I am still doing the monthly 

posters which are displayed around the town and on the website. We have also had mentions 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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on social media sites which has made quite a difference to attendance, so thanks to those 

responsible. 

   

Heritage Open Days   On Sunday 14
th

 September 2014 we held a successful Open Day in 

conjunction with the Masonic Lodge in Chippenham.  Over fifty people visited and we were 

very well hosted by members of the Lodge.  We were shown displays of the ornate regalia 

and were able to see the Masonic Temple with all its mystical artefacts and imagery.  A very 

interesting and enjoyable event.  This year we are planning an event by kind permission of 

Jack and Jan Konynenburg at their home.  More details to follow. 

 

Some issues and achievements in 2014 

 In late September 2014 we celebrated 40 Years of Chippenham Civic Society.  We 

began with a morning event in the Yelde Hall where Mike Stone and Kay Taylor gave 

well informed presentations on Chippenham past and present. This was very well 

attended and after the talks members were able to view the historic fire engine now in 

its new home, and examine the attractive and informative exhibition showing the 

range of activities undertaken by the Society over the past 40 years.  The exhibition 

continued at weekends during October.  

 The annual Conservation Awards usually take place in May, but unfortunately last 

year there were no suitable candidates.  I am pleased to say that this year we a have 

compiled a ‘long list’ and if they pass the Jack Konynenburg test we shall have some 

awards to present.  The Awards Ceremony will be held on Tuesday 12
th

 May 2015, 

a week earlier than usual owing to availability problems.  Please be sure to make a 

note of this.  Jack is always very entertaining so please do come along as usual. 

 We have monitored and commented on planning applications. The proposed Range 

development has caused some concern, and Roger’s letter on behalf of the Society on 

this matter was published in full in the Gazette and Western Daily Press. There is 

currently a delay with this proposal but we shall remain alert.  The contract for the 

redevelopment of the Bridge Centre site was cancelled at the end of last year so new 

plans are required and a detailed development brief is being prepared.  We sent a 

letter to Wiltshire Council with suggestions on this but unfortunately have received no 

reply despite following them up. 

 We have continued with some participation in the Chippenham Vision Group but this 

looks likely to be disbanded now it has produced the Chippenham Masterplan.  There 

is likely to be one further meeting. 

 We joined Civic Voice, the umbrella organisation for civic societies, when it was 

formed a few years ago, on a trial basis.  Initially it was a lively group with good 

leadership, offering events and other benefits that we felt were useful.  This has not 

continued to be the case and after discussion at our committee we have finally decided 

not to continue with membership.  It was difficult to see that the limited benefits were 

great enough to justify the cost to the Society. 

 We are always seeking to eliminate eyesores in the town, such as graffiti.  We are 

continuing to identify and report, and some success has been achieved.  Following our 

recent letter mentioning the possible hazard, the pedestrian crossing between the 

library and the bus station has been repainted.  Thanks are due to Wiltshire Council 

for acting on this. 

 Another enjoyable and successful year. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT                      Roger Backway 
 

During the course of the year Lisa Baddeley-Chappell took over as Treasurer. As she was 

unable to attend the AGM Roger Backway presented the report. The accounts are as shown & 

represent a sound financial position for the Society. Some explanatory notes are given below. 

 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 2014 

Receipts     2014   2013 Payments                            2014       2013 
Membership subscriptions        2,331  1,726 Newsletter & 

Donations received                  121  1,368   photocopying                             898        988 

Bank/Building society interest        8        59 Room hire & speakers                 544         577 

Gift aid on donations                  458     619 Subscriptions       260        263 

Book sales                                81       50  Stationery/stamps                 327        230 

Ticket sales                              267     285  Refreshments                       41           54 

Sundry income                    76       79 Miscellaneous                               73           62 

Sculpture Model          0         -    Travel            -          20 

                                                                        Sign                                                 -             - 

Sculpture Production                      -            -  

Speakers and visitors      200         190 

Painting funding           -         250   

Client entertainment        82           67 

Depreciation           103        103 

Closing stocks                          2,718  2,945  Opening Stock                          2,945     3,079      

                                                                        Surplus/(deficit) of receipts 

                                                                         over payments                             587     1,248 

                                             ___________                                                      ____________ 

                                               6,060    7,131                                                 6,060     7,131 

 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES AT 30 NOVEMBER 2014 

Assets                                     2014  2013    Membership funds              2014       2013                             

                                                                           Civic society                       
Cash Building Society 1                  -        At 1.12.2013                         12,648      11,436                               

Cash Building Society 2                       -                         

Scottish Widows Bank           3,095    1,086    

Cash at Bank                          2,595    4,407   

Stocks                                    2,718    2,945 

Calf Sculpture             4,950 5,054 

Liabilities 

Deferred subscriptions             (87)     (808)      Surplus/(deficit) for year         587       1,248 

                                            _____________                                                   ______________                                                                                                  

Net Assets at 30.11.14         13,721  12,684       Funds at 30.11.14              12,684     11,436      

 

Notes:   

 

1. Although there appears to be a large increase in membership subscriptions and a large fall 

in donations, this is partly due to some donations being incorrectly credited in 2014 under 

subscriptions. The much larger figure for 2013 is due to donations for the sculpture appeal. 

 

2. Stocks are unsold books at acquisition price.  
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3. The value of the calf sculpture represents the value of the asset depreciated at 2% per year. 

It does not include installation cost and is not the cost of replacement. 

 

4. Deferred subscriptions represent mainly advance subscription payments made before the 

end of the previous financial year (e.g. payments for 2014 made before 30 November 2013). 

Up until 2012 it was categorised as "Income received in Advance" which is probably a better 

description. 

 

Thanks to Monahans Accountants, 16a Forest Gate, Pewsham, Chippenham for their 

generous assistance in producing the accounts. We are pleased to recommend them to 

any members seeking an accountant.  

 

 

  

From Domesday to Demolition – Chippenham Flour Mill 1086 -1957 

 
Below is a digest of the talk given by Dr Kay S Taylorat the AGM. 

 
It is nearly 60 years since the last flour mill in 

Chippenham was demolished and it is much lamented by 

those who remember it and how it once dominated the 

riverside, where it had stood for 140 years. Despite the 

Civic Society having placed a blue plaque on the wall of 1 

New Road to indicate that the mill had been close by, the 

sheer scale of the building is hard to visualise for the 

majority who never knew it. That it filled the site between 

the river bank and Monkton Hill comes as a surprise to 

many. The position and impressive extent of the mill site 

can be clearly seen on the map that accompanied the sale 

of the mill when the Monkton Park Estate, of which it was part, was sold in 1919 (Lot 25 in 

the sale catalogue). Help is also on hand in the form 

of the wonderful working scale model of the mill, 

made by Mike Brotherwood, which is on display in 

the Museum & Heritage Centre. This model was the 

inspiration for my research into the history of the 

Chippenham Flour Mill. 

 

A flour mill was amongst the twelve mills listed in 

the 1086 Domesday Survey of Chippenham, which 

were collectively valued at £6. Bread has long been a 

staple part of the diet and a water mill for grinding 

corn has been an important feature of the Chippenham townscape for centuries. Throughout 

this time the mill on the bank of the River Avon has been rebuilt and modified according to 

need, and in 1555 land-owners Edward and Andrew Bayntun were recorded as leasing their 

newly-built flour mill to Henry Goldney. 

 

Production of flour and its cost to consumers became a political hot potato in the 19
th
 century 

when the controversial Corn Laws controlled the price of corn at a time of high 
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unemployment following the end of the Napoleonic Wars. In 1816 the mill proprietor and 

local dignitary Ralph Hale Gaby made the disastrous mistake of ignoring an anonymous letter 

threatening to burn down the mill if prices were not lowered, and suffered the inevitable 

consequences of his inaction – although it is debateable just what he could have done against 

an anonymous arsonist. 

 

The last Chippenham flour mill was built on the site of its predecessors in 1817 and was 

operated by various members of the Collen family from 1837 to 1948. In 1893 Daniel Collen 

commissioned Henry Simon Ltd of Manchester to undertake a thorough renovation of the 

premises, which included the addition of steam power. As part of the Monkton Park Estate, 

the flour mill was auctioned along with other Estate properties in 1919. It was purchased by 

Messrs. McKenna & Co of London but continued to be operated by the Collen brothers under 

the name of Pound, Tayler & Collen Ltd.   

 

In 1944 the mill was acquired by Spillers Ltd but retained the name of Pound, Tayler & 

Collen. The post-war period saw the mill pass into the ownership of Hosegood Industries Ltd 

of Bristol, and then to H. R. & S Sainsbury, Agricultural Merchants of Trowbridge in 1948. 

Still known locally as Collen’s Mill, the premises were updated through the installation of 

electric power in 1950 but were reaching the end of their economic life and production there 

ceased in 1956. 

 

The process of demolishing the mill, clearing the site 

and filling in the mill stream was carried out in 1957 

and a utilitarian row of shops was erected in its 

place. The cover of my book shows the mill in the 

early 1910s in contrast to the view of the same site 

some 100 years later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projects that the Civic Society might like to consider in connection with the Flour Mill 

include putting up a marker on the actual site of the mill and some information on the stone 

balustrade alongside what is now the Rivo Lounge (formerly Global Furniture). This is the 

only surviving remnant of the old town bridge balustrade which once extended across the mill 

frontage. A plaque on 1 New Road to show that, as Mill House, it was the home to the mill 

proprietors from 1837-1948 could also be considered. Another project, suggested by Geoff 

Barrett, could involve raising the millstones from their burial place in the island park to create 

a lasting monument to the last Chippenham Flour Mill. If this could be achieved in 2017 it 
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would serve to mark the bicentenary of the building of the mill and 60 years since its 

demolition. 

 

My thanks go to the Museum & Heritage Centre and Chippenham Town Council for 

publishing my book, which is the third in the Chippenham Studies series and is available 

from the Museum, price £6.95. 

 

 

 

AN IMPORTANT BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN AUBREY IS PUBLISHED 

 

 

   

John Aubrey FRS (1626 – 1697) was an English antiquary, natural philosopher and 
writer. He is perhaps best known as the author of the Brief Lives, his collection of 
short biographical pieces. He was a pioneer archaeologist, who recorded (often for 
the first time) numerous megalithic and other field monuments in Southern England, 
and who is particularly noted as the discoverer of the Avebury henge monument.  

The Aubrey holes at Stonehenge are named after him, although there is 
considerable doubt as to whether the holes that he observed are those that currently 
bear the name. He was also a pioneer folklorist, collecting together a miscellany of 
material on customs, traditions and beliefs under the title "Remaines of Gentilisme 
and Judaisme". He set out to compile county histories of both Wiltshire and Surrey, 
although both projects remained unfinished. His "Interpretation of Villare 
Anglicanum" (also unfinished) was the first attempt to compile a full-length study of 
English place-names. He had wider interests in applied mathematics and astronomy, 
and was friendly with many of the greatest scientists of the day. 

For much of the 19th and 20th centuries, thanks largely to the popularity of Brief 
Lives, Aubrey was regarded as little more than an entertaining but quirky, eccentric 
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and credulous gossip. Only in the 1970s did the full breadth and innovation of his 
scholarship begin to be more widely appreciated. He published little in his lifetime, 
and many of his most important manuscripts (for the most part preserved in the 
Bodleian Library, Oxford) remain unpublished, or published only in partial and 
unsatisfactory form. 

Aubrey was born at Easton Piers or Percy, near Kington St Michael, to a long-
established and affluent gentry family with roots in the Welsh Marches. His 
grandfather, Isaac Lyte, lived at Lytes Cary Manor, Somerset, now owned by the 
National Trust.  Richard Aubrey, his father, owned lands in Wiltshire and 
Herefordshire. For many years an only child, he was educated at home, with a 
private tutor, "melancholy" in his solitude. His father was not intellectual, preferring 
field sports (hunting) to learning. Aubrey read such books as came his way, including 
Bacon’s Essays, and studied geometry in secret. He then studied at the grammar 
school at Blandford Forum, Dorset. He entered Trinity College, Oxford in 1642, but 
his studies were interrupted by the English Civil War.   

His earliest antiquarian work dates from this period in Oxford. In 1646 he became a 
student of the Middle Temple. He spent a pleasant time at Trinity in 1647, making 
friends among his Oxford contemporaries, and collecting books. He spent much of 
his time in the country, and in 1649 he first discovered the megalithic remains at 
Avebury, which he later mapped and discussed in his important antiquarian work 
Monumenta Britannica. He was to show Avebury to Charles II at the King's request 
in 1663.  

In 1967, English director Patrick Garland created a one-man show, "Brief Lives", 
based on Dick's edition of Aubrey's work. Starring Roy Dotrice, it became the most 
successful one-man production ever seen, with Dotrice giving over 1800 
performances across forty years on both sides of the Atlantic. In 2008, Aubrey's Brief 
Lives was a five-part drama serial on Radio 4. 

Aubrey knew Chippenham well and a chapter of the *Civic Society book "A History of 
Chippenham from Alfred to Brunel" is devoted to him.  In one quote in the Natural 
History of Wiltshire he wrote "the rough stone about Chippenham (especially at 
Cockleborough) is full of petrified cockles". 

The biography by Ruth Scurr was given an excellent review in The Times on 7 
March. It covers his long career as the archetypal, questing, gentle Englishman. He 
spent his time writing, socialising, experimenting, visiting and dodging creditors. 

John Aubrey: My Own Life (Ruth Scarr) published by Chatto & Windus 544pp £25 

 

 *Copies of the Chippenham Civic Society book are still available to buy 
at £5 each. Please contact Mike or Marilyn Stone (details on page 2) 
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New Screens planned for the Astoria 
 
K C Suri, who owns the Astoria Reel as well as 14 other Reel cinemas across the 
country, has announced a multi-million pound investment to transform the 
Chippenham cinema.  He is going to pump £2m into the Marshfield Road building to 
upgrade it from two upstairs screens to five screens across two floors.  This will allow 
wheelchair users to go to the cinema in Chippenham for the first time since the 
1960s, with wheelchair access on the Dallas Road side. 
 
The plans involve turning the old bingo hall downstairs into three brand new screens 
and adding a cafe bar, plus refurbishing the front of the building and the two upstairs 
screens.  The development would take the 370 seater up to 655 seats and increase 
the staff from seven to twenty.  Mr Suri aims to provide the local community with a 
modern leisure facility showing all the latest films on the release date.  He is also 
planning a senior citizen’s club and a children’s club on Saturdays, Sundays and the 
school holidays. 
 

********************************************************************************** 
 Jack Konynenburg’s house for Heritage Open Day 2015  
 
We are delighted that Jack and Jan Konynenburg have agreed to allow their house 
to be open to the public, on behalf of Chippenham Civic Society, as part of the 
Heritage Open Days in September – more details will be in the August Bulletin.   
 
Some of you may have caught a sneak preview when watching ‘Collectaholics’ on 
BBC 2 in early April.  Jack and Jan showed the presenters their various collections 
which have been housed in the purpose built 1950s style modern building. 
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The Origins of the Vikings & the Wars with the Angles & Saxons 
 
The third presentation by Mike Stone at the AGM followed on from his account 
published in the Buttercross Bulletin issue number 155 on King Alfred and the origins 
of Chippenham.  The Vikings and Danes are referred to, culminating with the famous 
attack on Chippenham by King Guthrum and the heathen army on Monday, 6 
January 878, when they attempted to capture King Alfred and his Court.   This digest 
answers the question ' who were the Vikings and Danes?' and summarises our 
knowledge of this important period in early English history. 
 
Origins of the Vikings 
 
Well before the earliest Viking raids on Anglo-Saxon 
monasteries the Anglo-Saxons used an old English word 
(German in origin) of wicing, the word appears to be a 
collective description of any Scandinavian raiders between 
the early 9th and 10th centuries.  Its meaning is 'pirate' or 
'piracy' and later came to mean 'a Scandinavian sea 
raider'.  In the old Norse language there was the spoken 
word viking and this is translated as 'a seaman' who came 
from the Vik district of Oslo Fjord and came to be identified 
as meaning 'a seaborne warrior'.  Both the elements of 
these two words reflect the early seaborne raids and 
pillaging which the Vikings carried out. 
 
The very different landscapes throughout Scandinavia came to play a crucial role in 
determining the course of later history.  The rugged landscape of Norway, Sweden 
and Denmark only left good farming land around the coast and Fjords, which 
became the main habitable coastal strips for the emerging Viking nations.  Because 
of the high rugged landscape communication was early on by the use of boats from 
probably as early as 8000 BC. By about 4000 BC farming and livestock herding 
allowed a more settled lifestyle and this was followed, from about 2000 BC, with the 
introduction of bronze tools.  In the Iron Age from 500 BC the climate was warmer 
and the increasing population made good use of the new technology of iron working.  
With the collapse of the Roman empire in the 5th century AD there was a chaotic 
movement of peoples in western Europe, which caused pressure on the 
Scandinavian peoples and became the dawn of both exploration and Viking raids. 
 
The Vikings in Myth and Fact 
 
Most people's idea of the Vikings is a horned-helmeted fighting man who drank a 
great deal and pillaged the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms.  There has been a great deal of 
renewed interest in the Vikings, which was recently displayed in a major exhibition at 
the British Museum.  Recent authors have given their views and it is worth putting 
some of these into this article. 
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'The Vikings active in the West during 
the reigns of Alfred the Great and 
Aethelred the Unready, were decided 
unfriendly, unpleasant and unwelcome' 
- Simon Keynes 
 
'I think they've been unfairly treated by 
history actually.  The problem is that 
the people who wrote about them were 
primarily monks and they have every 
reason to portray the Vikings as wicked 
and evil because, of course, the 
Vikings were pagans' - Olwyn Owen 
 
 
 

 
'The popular image of the Vikings has definitely stayed blood and thunder down 
throughout the centuries and I don't think we'll eradicate that.'  - Anna Ritchie 
 
'What an amazing bunch the Vikings were: raiders, traders, farmers, settlers, 
fearless adventurers and ultimately adaptable.  I wouldn't have trusted a Viking as far 
as I could throw him but in a scrap, I know who's side I would rather be on.' - Julian 
Richards 
 
The Viking Raids and Settlements In England 749 To 1016 Ad 
 
In the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle the first recorded raid was on Portland (Dorset) and 
this heralded the beginning of many further spring and summer raids on the Anglo 
Saxon Kingdoms, these are called the campaigns of the great heathen army from 
the years 866 onwards.  In 871 AD King Alfred came to the throne, being the last of 
four brothers, and had to contend with the great heathen armies who were now 
trying to wrestle control of the Kingdom of Wessex away from the new king. 
 
In 872 the army, under King Guthrum, left York and marched down to Torksey and 
wintered in their fortress at Repton.  In 874 they marched to Cambridge and by 875 
they were based at Wareham in Dorset, which was in the Kingdom of King Alfred's 
Wessex.  In the spring of 876 the army moved to Exeter and wintered in the old 
Roman city, then in 877 they marched to Gloucester, which became their winter 
fortress.  From the Gloucester fortress the events that took place on Monday, 6 
January 878 were to be pivotal, and all this took place in Chippenham.  In 899 King 
Alfred died and was succeeded by King Edward the Elder, by 903 King Edward was 
taking the fight to the Danes and this proactive policy was continued by King 
Athelstan, who was buried in Malmesbury Abbey.  From 1012 to 1016 there were 
further Viking attacks on both Exeter, Canterbury and a failed second attempt to 
capture London.  In 1016 events moved rapidly with the death of  
King Aethelred II, followed by that of Edmund Ironside, leading to King Canute 
succeeding to the English Kingdoms. 
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DNA Research 
 
In 2002 the BBC, in association with University College London, produced a series 
on TV entitled 'Blood of the Vikings'.  Various locations around the UK were selected 
for DNA testing to see if Viking markers of ancestry could be found.  As 
Chippenham, for about five months, was a Viking settlement, the Museum played 
host to a Saturday testing of males who lived within 10 miles, including their past 
three generations, to my surprise just over 100 men turned up to be tested.  After 
many months the results came back, all of the men tested including the writer, were 
solid Anglo-Saxon.  Further research took place in 2014 and there were national 
headlines in many of the daily newspapers with headlines like 'True Brits? Our DNA 
is 45% French', what this new survey showed, and compared to the earlier survey, is 
that most of southern England is made up of Anglo Saxon and French ancestry.  It is 
only in areas of Yorkshire, the Orkneys and Shetland, parts of Ireland, the Isle of 
Man and North Wales, which were areas of known Viking settlement, that the Viking 
DNA markers are still within the current living population. 
 
Stop Press! 
  
Continuing the project in 'Seeking Saxon Chippenham' Mike Stone, in association 
with Chippenham Museum, will be carrying out further excavations to the rear of St 
Andrews Church beginning on 2 August 2015.  We are still hoping to find some 
evidence of the Saxons in Chippenham. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHIPPENHAM VISION TO BE WOUND UP 
 

At the Vision Board in February it was announced that the Vision Board would be 
wound up. Cllr Fleur De Rhé-Philipe (Wiltshire Council - Cabinet Member for 
Economic Development and Strategic Planning) said that "Since 2009 when the 
Visions were set up, things have changed with the emergence of the SWLEP 
(Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership) and Area Boards.  The Visions 
have been successful but Wiltshire Council now has to look at its resources and 
rationalise support that is provided.  It is, with regret, that support from the Wiltshire 
Council team for the Visions (Chippenham, Trowbridge & Salisbury) will stop.  It 
could be that the Area Board or Chippenham Town Council takes on some of this 
role." 
 
It was agreed that there would be one more meeting of the Chippenham Vision to 
decide how things should be taken forward. Chippenham Civic Society has been a 
member of the Vision Board since its inception and we regret that this important 
forum has not been as effective as it might have been. Our view is that it needed to 
deliver some results that were visible to the public, such as short term quick wins, for 
it to have credibility. It seemed to us to develop into a blue sky bureaucratic group 
with no tangible outputs.  We believe that it could have delivered so much more than 
it did. We have severe reservations about whether the Chippenham Area Board or 
Chippenham Town Council have the necessary expertise or resources to take on the 
role. We hope that the business led Chippenham BID (Business Improvement 
District) will be more successful. 
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Extension of First Great Western Franchise and Electrification 

 

The Gazette and Herald (Thursday 25 March ) reported on the new deal agreed with 
First Great Western (FGW) which means that billions of pounds will be spent on train 
services through Chippenham over four years. 
 
In the largest train fleet upgrade in a generation, the company will introduce new 
Super Express trains with more seats and free wi-fi on the London Paddington to 
Bristol and South Wales network from summer 2017.  Trains running between 
London and Bristol via Chippenham will increase from two to three an hour.  
Services at peak times will have ten carriages with 15 percent more seats in 
standard class.   
 
From 2016/17 ticket barriers will be installed at Chippenham Station and the iconic 
railway arches (pictured below) will take on a new look with the addition of the  
gantries due to the electrification of the line. 

 

 
 
 
FGW has said that the TransWilts service which since 2013 has connected Swindon 
and Westbury via Chippenham will continue to operate until at least the end of April 
2019.  This is excellent news for rail passengers who will be further aided by the 
addition of the lifts and new bridge at Chippenham Station this summer. 
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PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 
The Hawthorns, Hawthorn Road 15/01850/FUL 
Application for planning permission for 4 x I bedroom flats plus parking and 
landscaping in grounds. 
 
Baydons Lane 15/01850/FUL 
Permission was refused to build 8 houses on this derelict plot. 
 
Ivy Lane School 15/02048/FUL 

The school is asking permission to build a tree house! 
 
Somerford House, The Causeway 15/02276/FUL 
Application for planning permission to develop the land at the rear of these recently 
converted flats. The Civic Society has commented that the plans are very ordinary 
and  not in keeping with the excellent job done to the main building 
 
88 Bristol Road 14/11708/FUL 

Permission has been given to build 2 x 2 bedroom bungalows on this plot  
 
23 St Mary Street, Common Slip 15/02574/LBC 
Application for planning permission to demolish a modern kitchen block and build a 
new kitchen and dining room. 
 
Land West Of Cepen Way 15/00645/TPO 
Permission has been given to fell some trees. This land is owned by Wiltshire 
Council  and the trees have already been felled.  It is unclear why this has been 
done as they were healthy and apparently made an owl homeless! The reason given 
is to ‘implement the dualling of the A350 around Chippenham which is within the 
Strategic Economic Plan…and the increased benefits of the increased road capacity 
warrant their removal’. The Applicant is asked to replant 28 Oaks underplanted with 
yew and holly upon completion of the road.  
 

The Range: Mike Stone has advised that the Roman Villa site, which is on the 
proposed development, has now been listed by English Heritage. 

 
 Jennifer Rudd will not be able to look at the planning applications for the 
foreseeable future due an operation on her knees.  The committee would be grateful 
if a member/members could offer to scan the planning applications in her absence.
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Commonwealth Day is marked by 300 troops 
 
The 9 Logistic Regiment of the Royal Logistic Corps is one of the most culturally 
diverse regiments in the British Army and Chippenham was able to witness this on 
Monday 9 March.  Three hundred soldiers marched through the town centre to mark 
Commonwealth Day.  The Mayor, John Scragg welcomed them to the town, read the 
Commonwealth Affirmation and raised the Commonwealth flag at the Town Hall. 

 
 

 
 

Communities from Fiji, the Caribbean, India and Africa as well as the Ghurkha 
community in Nepal are represented in the regiment.  A free Commonwealth Fair in 
the Neeld Hall also marked the diversity of cultures with officers, soldiers and their 
families showcasing different traditions through food tasting, dance and national 
dress (see illustration on the back cover). The Neeld Hall was packed and everyone 
(including children from the local primary schools) enjoyed the spectacle and exotic 
food on offer. 
 
Sue Wilthew, chief executive of Chippenham Town Council, which helped to 
organise the event said: 
 
“Chippenham feels a great affinity with many Commonwealth countries largely due to 
our links with the Regiment. We’ve been delighted by the enthusiasm of our friends 
from 9 Regiment” 
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2015 
 
 Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting 
at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 

 
May 12th  - Please note the change of date 

Annual Conservation and Environment Awards 2015. Jack Konynenburg will 
introduce the projects that have been selected for awards. 
 
June 16th  

The Annual Joint Civic Society and Friends of St Andrew’s Church Heritage Lecture. 
Dr Amy Frost – William Beckford and Wiltshire at St Andrew’s Church 
 
July 

No meeting 
 
August 
No meeting 
 
September 15th  

Nigel Pocock will give an illustrated talk on Caribbean Slaves in North Wiltshire 
 
Suggestions for future talks are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or any 
committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £12 per year per household (£7 

per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Chippenham 
Town Council, Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. 
Copies can be purchased from the membership secretary, Marilyn Stone (contact 
details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 30 June 2015 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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Celebrating Commonwealth Day in the Neeld Hall – see page 23 
 

  
 

Women in traditional Nepalese costume   
 

 
 

Beware the Fiji Warrior! 


