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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the May edition of the Buttercross Bulletin, my first as Editor. I am very 
excited to be taking over, albeit a little daunted, as I know that Prue will be hard to 
follow. However I aim to continue her excellent work and produce the high quality 
Buttercross Bulletin that you, as members, have come to expect. I want the Bulletin 
to continue to appeal to as many people as possible and will maintain the mix of 
articles on the past, present and future.   
 
Included in this edition  is the chairman’s report delivered at the recent AGM and a 
digest of talks given by members Colin Minto, John Scragg and Geoff Barrett, 
reproduced for those not able to attend. 
 
Please contact me if you have any suggestions for items of interest relating to 
Chippenham, past or present, contributions of articles or photos or have any 
comments that you wish to make. 
 
 
Bulletin editor contact details 
 
Elaine Davis      

11 Parkfields       
Chippenham      
SN15 1NX  
Tel: 01249 445945     
elaine2archive@hotmail.com  
  

Deadline for contributions to the August edition is 30 June.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE  www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
Like us on facebook /ChippenhamCivicSociety 
 
Disclaimer 

 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed by 
contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Civic Society. 

Membership matters 
 

o Welcome to our new members:  Ms Elaine Davis – Chippenham, Mrs Anne 
Parsons – Chippenham, Mrs Florence Goodway - Sutton Benger, Mr David 
Watts – Gastard. 

o  Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to join.  All 
editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the membership fee.  A 
good way to find out about Chippenham past and present. 

 

o Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version - please let us 
know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

 

o If you use social Media don’t forget to Like  us on Face book  
 

mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Planning News                                                              Roger Backway 
 
Langley Park Redevelopment - Further Plans Revealed 

 
This is an enhancement of the outline proposals disclosed in Buttercross Bulletin of 
February 2016. 

At a public exhibition at Chippenham 
Town Hall on 19 March, site owners 
MAS REI revealed detailed plans for 
the redevelopment of the site.  
 

The scheme is in three phases: 
 

Phase 1 envisages: upgrading the 

Little George roundabout by providing 
traffic lights and highway 
improvements; demolishing buildings 
near Hathaway retail park; provision of 
a small Aldi convenience store (1761 
sq.m.); a 3 storey Travelodge Hotel 
and cafe; 22 residential apartments 
facing the railway. Subject to planning 
permission the start date is 2017 with 
completion by 2018. 
Phase 2 envisages: demolition of 
remaining empty industrial buildings; 
construction of 378 houses and 
apartments; a bus way/cycle 
way/footpath linking Pew Hill to 

Foundry Lane; a linear park and landscaping adjoining the railway line. Planned start 
date is 2017 with completion by 2021. 
 

Phase 3 envisages works to transform the industrial estate part of the site into a 
modern high technology campus. This includes the potential expansion of existing 
businesses on the site, construction of new offices and employment units. Also 
planned is the installation of 1000 photo-voltaic panels, a fitness trail around the site 
and further landscaping. Planned start is 2017 with completion by 2021 and ongoing 
improvements thereafter. 
 

On the whole this seems to be a very imaginative and well thought out scheme and a 
considerable improvement on previous proposals for the site. Phase 1 should 
provide a natural extension to Hathaway retail park. The linear park will provide a 
much better view of the site from the train than at present and could perhaps be a 
good place for a railway related work of art of some sort to mark the history of the 
site? It is particularly pleasing that the developers have recognised the important 
strategic position of the site near the railway station by including a hotel, possible 
housing for commuters and a high tech business park. All of these should help to 
attract high quality jobs to Chippenham. 
 

Full details can be seen on the website www.kingalfredsgate.com. Click on the tab 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION. A planning application is expected in the next few weeks. 

Detail of display board showing the 
development area 
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Plans for New Care Home Unveiled  
 

The Orders of St John Care Trust plan to build a new 80 bedroom Care Home 
specialising in dementia on part of the Middlefield Site formerly occupied by Allington 
School. The site is bounded by Hungerdown Lane, Bristol Road, Allington Way and 
Middlefield Road. 

 
The plan is for the Care Home to occupy one 
corner of the site (around 30% of the area) 
behind Allington Way with the entrance to the 
home through Cornfields, currently a cul-de-
sac off Middlefield Road. The building will be a 
mixture of two and three storeys and will have 
a shop, cinema, cafe and hairdresser, some of 
which will be open to non-residents. There will 
be a pleasant landscaped garden. 
 

 
 
An exhibition of the proposals was 
displayed at Hathaway Medical Centre on 
17 March. It is the intention to submit a 
planning application in May 2016 with a 
start date in 2017 and completion in 2018. 
It is understood that the Trust's Seymour 
House care home will not be affected by 
this new development. 
The building seems to be a high quality 
development which is very welcome on 
this derelict site. Plans for the rest of the 
Middlefield Site are not known as Wiltshire 
Council are selling it separately. Housing 
seems to be the most likely outcome. 
 
 

 

Additional Planning matters                                        Jennifer Rudd                       
 

Police station sold.  
The 2.5 acre site, which includes Westmead Junior school, has been sold to a 
developer, Codex Land PLC. No plans as to what is proposed but housing likely. 
  
The Bear Hotel 15/02805/LBC 
Permission has been obtained for refurbishment and new signage for this important 
building. 
 

 

 

 

 Artist’s impression  

Artist’s impression  

Artist’s impression  
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Chairman’s Report, AGM March 2016                        Isabel Blackburn     
 

Committee meetings     
 
The meetings during the year have been well attended, but it has been a sad time for 
the Civic Society, particularly for the Committee. Unexpectedly, our long term 
member, Owen Pennell, became ill and sadly died in May 2015. Owen was a 
delightful man and had been a valued contributor as Secretary and Chairman to the 
Civic Society for many years. He is much missed by us all. Also, Jeremy Shaw, who 
had recently joined us, was overtaken by his illness and died just before Christmas. 
Jeremy was a very kind, helpful and talented man.  We were very fortunate to have 
him join our Committee and were greatly saddened by his untimely death. 
 
Although these events have inevitably affected the running of the Society, we have 
been pressing on, particularly in efforts to attract new members to the Committee 
and to find new Officers, as I am standing down this year. We have had some 
success and there will be more on this later in the meeting after the reports. 
 
Membership  Membership stands at 216 subscriptions, with 27 new members 

joining last year. This is encouraging but we can do with more, and we are always 
looking for ways to attract new people. If you have not yet renewed your membership 
this year please will you do so as soon as possible. Also, anyone who might still be 
paying the old subscription of £11 instead of £12, please make a note for future 
reference.  
 
Website Our website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk is continuing to do well 
under the management of Geoff Barrett. Additional information is now available with 
more links and pictures. We also now have a Facebook presence and the link to this 
is available on the website. Please do look to see what’s new. 
 
Buttercross Bulletin The Bulletin continues to be very popular, providing a high 

standard both in content and presentation. Feedback from members, contributions 
and suggestions for articles are always welcome. I would especially like to thank 
Prue Backway, who is standing down from the Editorship, for producing it so 
effectively for eight years. Thanks very much, Prue. 
 
I am very pleased to announce that the Editorship is being taken over by Elaine 
Davis who has recently joined the staff at the museum. She has kindly volunteered 
to take over this important role and the next edition in May will be her first. Welcome 
to Elaine. 
 
Social Programme  Mike Stone’s excellent programme of talks was as interesting 
and varied as usual.  We greatly enjoyed Andrew Skelton telling us about 
‘Chippenham Troubles’ (1850 – 1830), and an excellent talk about the very eccentric 
William Beckford given by Amy Frost, curator of the Beckford Museum in Bath.  The 
very enjoyable Christmas event was ‘An Audience with Jane Austen’ presented by 
Kim Hicks, and 2016 started with a fascinating talk, in conjunction with Victoria 
County History, by Julian Orbach on ‘Chippenham Architecture through Pevsner’s 
Eyes’.   

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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Mike is working hard on the next year’s programme so we look forward to these talks 
continuing. Once again many thanks to Mike.  
 
Jennifer and Bob Rudd have organised the refreshments at the meetings very 
efficiently for some time and I think you would agree that this has become a popular 
feature. Jennifer is still having treatment on her knees and feels that she cannot 
continue with the refreshments.  We do have a new volunteer to take this over and 
many thanks to Jennifer and Bob for their efforts. 
 
We have a request to members, please.  At the social meetings the seats have to be 
put out and this is quite a big job, usually carried out by Mike and Marilyn.  We would 
much appreciate some help with this on a regular basis so if you think you could help 
please have a word with Mike or just come early and help out on the night.   
  
Publicity  We are still sending items to the Gazette for publication with mixed 
results.  The correspondents for Chippenham keep changing but we are trying to 
keep in touch.  As I said earlier, we now have a Facebook page which can also be 
used for publicity. 
   
Heritage Open Days   On 12th September 2015 we held a very enjoyable Open 

Day at No 2 Victoria Place, the intriguing modernist house in Chippenham, by kind 
courtesy of Jack Konynenburg and Jan Morgan at their home.  Over seventy people 
visited and we were very well guided and entertained by Jack and Jan.  The house 
itself and all the memorabilia are a treat to see and the Juke Box was a star item. 
 
Some issues and achievements in 2015 

 The annual Conservation Awards were very successful in May, with twelve 
awards being made for nine projects. This followed an informative and 
amusing presentation by Jack Konynenburg, outlining the background to the 
Awards and the impact the Civic Society has had on improvements to the 
town.  The awards included our Calf sculpture, several building remodeling’s, 
the new Sainsbury’s shop, the Rivo Lounge, the facade of the Buttercross Inn 
and the restoration of Somerford House, formerly the old Council offices.  Also 
the reshaping of a driveway, an attractive rebuilt wall, restored post copings 
and splendid new finials at the Cause.  We had a very good response from 
those invited to receive awards so it was a lively evening. 

This year we have decided to defer the Awards but Jack has kindly offered to 
do a special talk for us on that evening which will be advertised nearer the 
time. Please do come along as usual. 

 We have monitored and commented on planning applications. The proposed 
Range development caused much concern but there are reports that this 
development plan seems to have now been shifted to Avonmouth. Further 
monitoring of planning is likely to feature more when the new building starts 
around Chippenham.  If there are any members who have an interest in this 
area and would like to help by looking up planning applications etc, Jennifer 
Rudd, our Planning committee member, would be pleased to hear from you. 

 We are always seeking to eliminate eyesores in the town, such as graffiti. We 
are continuing to identify and report, and some success has been achieved. 
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Signs, Symbols and Icons – A personal perspective on visual 
communication in the public space                              Geoff Barrett    
                                                    
After the AGM on 15 March four members gave short presentations. The digest of 
the first presentation is below. Colin Minto’s talk is on page 12 and John Scragg’s 
talk is on page 14. The final talk by Mike Stone will appear in the next edition of the 
Bulletin 
 

Signs in the public space are part of our lives.  They shape our society and affect the 
environment around us, but they go beyond being just words and symbols. Their 
design or position can influence the way we react to them - often unintentionally.   
 
Can you imagine a world without signs? In 1940 we took down all our road signs in 
an attempt to confuse any invading enemy. Today we depend on signs to instruct, 
prohibit, warn, persuade and inform at all levels in our lives – but do they themselves 
leave us confused? We are surrounded by them on every street and sometimes it 
can seem as if there are too many of them.  
 

Should we be concerned 
with how signs look?  
Signs are designed to 
influence us or grab our 
attention, so good design 
is important. The 
Council’s policy on shop 
fronts has discouraged 
large plastic illuminated 
signs.  
 

 

The small independent traders 
often attract our attention with 
panache. Using witty names and a 
variety of typefaces they say 
something unique about the wares 
they sell.  Each one helps to add 
interest and vitality to our streets.  
They have a human, quirky touch 
which appeals to our sense of 
interest and makes us feel 
comfortable and safe. 
 
What about forgotten signs?  Do 
we still interact with them or are 
they invisible to the people who 
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pass them every day? Temporary signs look decidedly forlorn when they start to 
fade or are out of date. Graffiti and fly posting are visual intrusions which often cause 
damage and nuisance.   

Producing brief and informative signs is a challenge.  It’s 

important to get the type-face right, get the information 

right, get the spelling right, and above all get the 

punctuation right. Get it wrong and the meaning is 

confused or people can react negatively.  

Conversely, signs often work 

better when humour is used 

to convey the intended 

message.  Even without 

humour, signs can be 

appealing in other ways.   

They can even appear to be 

a victim of their own advice.   

Or can quickly become 

redundant, irrelevant or just 

plain stupid. They can induce 

us to conform or resist with 

equal measure.  

Signs do need to stand out to 

be noticed, but even the 

mundane can be made to fit 

in, to look cared for, have 

purpose, presence and 

command respect. Signs can even become a thing of beauty that enhances the 

environment. 
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Treasurer’s Report                  Colin Lynes    
  

The accounts, which are reproduced below, represent a satisfactory year for the 
Society and show that it ended the year in a sound financial state.        

 
RECEIPTS AND PAMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 2015 

 
Receipts 2015 2014 Payments 2015 2014 

Membership 
subscriptions 2,286 2,331 

Newsletter & 
photocopying 917 898 

Donations received 418 121 Room hire & speakers 652 544 

Interest received 12 8 Subscriptions - 260 

Gift Aid on donations - 458 Stationery/stamps 274 327 

Book sales 95 81 Refreshments - 41 

Ticket sales 230 267 Miscellaneous 78 73 

Refreshments 25 - Christmas social 114 - 

Sundry income 91 76 Website costs 64 - 

   Speakers & visitors - 200 

   Client entertainment - 82 

   Depreciation 103 103 

Closing stocks 2,623 2,718 Opening stocks 2,718 2,945 

 
  

Surplus of receipts over 
payments 860 587 

  
                    

      
                    

       
                    

     
                    

     

 5,780 6,060  5,780 6,060 

 
                      

 
                      

  
                      

 
                     

 

 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 30 NOVEMBER 2015 
 
Assets 2015 2014 Membership funds 2015 2014 
Scottish Widows Bank 3,107 3,095 At 01/12/2014 13,271 12,684 

Cash at bank 4,437 2,595    

Stocks 2,623 2,718 Surplus for the year 860 587 

Calf sculpture 4,847 4,950    

Prepayment 50     

      
Liabilities      

Deferred subscriptions (933) (87)    

 
                       

  
                       

   
                       

  
                       

  

Net Assets at 30/11/2015 14,131 13,271 Funds at 30/11/2015 14,131 13,271 

 
                       

 
                       

  
                       

 
                       

 

 

NOTES 
 

1. A Gift Aid claim was made in the year and £437 was received after the year-end. 
 

2. The costs of providing speakers for the social programme, in the year to 
30 November 2015, are all included under the heading ‘Room hire and speakers’.  

 

3. Stocks are unsold books at acquisition cost. 
 

4. The heading ‘Deferred subscriptions’ represents income which was received in 
the period but which relates to the following year. 

 

Thanks to Monahans Chartered Accountants for their work on the preparation of the 
accounts. 
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Fairways Retirement Village                                             Colin Minto 
 
 

"Fairways" was the first retirement village to be 
established in Chippenham in 2014.  The idea of 
the village is that it allows older people to live 
independently in their own flat for longer than may 
be possible in a traditional flat or house. 
 
The village consists of 70 flats, mainly of 1 or 2 
bedrooms each, and the provision of selected 
services and facilities. The most important service 
is the availability of 24 care assistance in case of 

need. The flats are all private and when you close your front door it is like any normal 
flat except that you have an alarm cord which when pulled will be immediately 
responded to by a qualified care assistant. 
 
In addition the village has a swimming pool, a gymnasium, 
a snooker room, a library, a cinema, a craft room, short 
mat bowls, putting and minibus into Chippenham twice a 
day, all of which are exclusively for the use of residents 
and their visitors.  There is also a restaurant where three 
meals can be purchased every day.  Discussion groups 
are also set up according to need and outside entertainers 
and trainers come in.  The outside entertainers and 
trainers have to be paid so there are entry charges for 
these but no individual charges are made for the other 
services which are covered by the monthly service charge.  
For the author the total costs are slightly less than the 
costs of running his previous detached house. 
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Sign of theTimes                                                              Elaine Davis  
 
Continuing with the theme of signs from page 8, our cover story considers two that 
have recently made a reappearance. 
 
In any vibrant town centre changes are inevitable. Whilst the closure of any shop is 
tinged with sadness, an element of anticipation as to what may follow is ever 
present. We all watch and wait for a sign as to what shopping experience we may be 
able to enjoy.  However the reappearance of an old name above the door of a recent 
shop refurbishment caused a flurry of excitement. Was this an old favourite re 
opening? Sadly no, but it was a chance to indulge in a little nostalgia.  

 
The shop sign in question is for 
Carlton Bakery and was 
uncovered whilst refurbishment 
was taking place. The proprietor 
of Carlton bakery, W C Hurley, 
was an award-winning baker 
famous for his bread and lardy 
cakes.  

 
Originally from Castle Combe, Hurley moved to 
Chippenham in 1937 (1) taking over premises 
previously listed as F.E Wheeler.  

 
 
 
 

Census records (2) suggest that the Wheeler family 
had traded in Chippenham for a number of years. 
Frederick E.Wheeler is listed in the 1911 census as 
confectioner and employer as is his sister Clara. In 
the 1881 and 1891 census, both Frederick and Clara 
are listed as assistants to their mother Hannah.  
Hannah was the widow of William Wheeler, a taylor 
and draper, working from premises in New Road from 
at least 1861 to around the mid 1870’s.  
  

Medal engraved ‘Awarded at Weymouth 
1932 to Mr W.C Hurley Castle Combe’ held 

at Chippenham Museum and Heritage 
Centre 

Postcard dated 1900 with F.E Wheeler visible on 
the left. Chippenham Museum and Heritage 

Centre collection 

Advertisement for F E Wheeler 
c1900 
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By the early 1980s it is believed that 61 New Road was a bookshop, later becoming 
"Quetzel", a Mexican shop selling china and trinkets.  
 

With a number of 
refurbishments taking place on 
the High Street it was 
inevitable that the Carlton 
Bakery sign has not been the 
only blast from the past. The 
rebuild of 56 New Road 
unveiled signage for Bulsons. 
The builders recognised its 
interest and after careful 
removal were happy for it to be 
removed to the museum.  

 
From at least the 1930’s Bulsons supplied and 
maintained wireless and electrical equipment in 
Chippenham as well as (by the 1950’s at least) 
Devizes and Calne. Originally located in Park Lane an 
advertisement shows that by 1979 Philip Bulson was 
running his photographic business from the premises 
in New Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our town centre continues to change we wonder what else may make a fleeting 
reappearance.   
 
Source  
1 http://history.wiltshire.gov.uk Wiltshire Community History Castle Combe 
2 Census returns dates: 1861, 1871,1881,1891,1901 and 1911 
 
If you have information on any of the shops mentioned above please contact the 
editor elaine2archive@hotmail.com  
 
 

 

 
1930’s advertisement 
for Bulson Brothers 

 

1970’s advertisement for 
Philip J Bulson 

 

http://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/
mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
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Swindon Works – 175th Anniversary of its Opening        John Scragg 
 
This year Swindon celebrates the 175th anniversary of the railway works, and pays 

tribute to Daniel Gooch, a young engineer recruited by Brunel to be ‘Superintendent 

of Locomotive Engines’ who recommended Swindon as the location for the railway 

works and designed the first successful locomotives for the GWR.  

Many buildings of the former works 

site have now disappeared but a few 

can still be seen. Housing has 

replaced most of the western works 

but the Weigh House remains as a 

restaurant and micro-brewery, the 

Pattern House (with water tank 

above it) is now an Italian 

Restaurant, and a locomotive 

turntable is located in the middle of 

the car park.  

 

 

The western end used to be 

dominated by ‘A’ Shop, 

which was built in two 

stages for the assembly of 

locomotives. This was a 

massive building, the 1920’s 

extension, the interior of 

which can be seen here, 

covered 11 acres. It was 

demolished in 1986 after the 

closure of the works.  

 

 

 

 

To the east of Rodbourne Road, many earlier buildings remain, now converted to 
new uses including the Designer Outlet, the GWR STEAM Museum and the Historic 
England Archive formerly known as English Heritage, National Monuments Record 
Centre. 

The Designer Outlet retains much of the fabric of the former works and some of the 

overhead gantries and cranes. Some of the walls of the original 1840’s buildings are 

now internally located as, over time, the buildings were merged under a single roof. 

Two of the remaining features of the western 
end, the ‘Pattern House’ and the turntable.  
 

Interior of ‘A Shop’, some Southern Region electric 
trains are being refurbished in the bays to the left, 

works open day March 1985. 
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Well placed plaques describe the functions of the former workshops and GWR 

steam locomotive ‘Hinton Manor’ is on display by the main food court.  

Interior of the Design Outlet 

Shopping Centre, showing 

original wall (part of the works 

opened in 1846).  

The space between here and an 

adjacent building was roofed 

over in 1890 to form the current 

building. 

 

Externally, there remains the ‘Hooter House’ with its roof mounted works hooter. 

These could be heard over some distance rousing workers in time to walk to work, 

although the fabled 25 miles reach may be an exaggeration. 

The hooter last sounded on 26th March 1986 when the works finally closed. Exactly 

thirty years later, a large crowd gathered outside the STEAM museum. To hear a 

replica hooter, built by local engineer Colin Hatch and powered by his traction 

engine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The railway works extend through a foot tunnel under the railway to the south side of 

the tracks, along with the railway village and what remains of Swindon’s historic 

canal network, which was integrally associated with the construction of the railway.  

 
 

 
Newly refurbished area around the 

Hooter House with the steam 
powered hooters on the roof of the 

boiler house. 
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Music, Organs and Composers of St Andrews’s Parish Church, 
Chippenham                                                           Dr Robert Blackburn  

 

Dr Robert Blackburn reports on the talk by Dr Christopher Kent at The Cause, 

Chippenham, Tuesday 16 February 2016. 

Dr Christopher Kent, and Rachel Gilliam (soprano) 

Dr Christopher Kent was born in Chippenham, and is a well-known musician and 

organist who is a regular recitalist in the West Country and beyond. He was on the 

teaching staff of the Music Department at Reading University for many years, and 

was Acting Head of Department in 1998-9 when the Department was merged with 

Education. He gave a talk on the 

development of music at St Andrew’s 

Parish Church, ably assisted by the 

soprano Rachel Gilliam. Dr Kent, whose 

doctoral thesis (1978) was on the musical 

sketches of Sir Edward Elgar, is Secretary 

of the British Institute of Organists. Rachel 

Gilliam was trained at the Birmingham 

Conservatoire and the Royal Academy of 

Music, and is a well-known local soloist. 

John Aubrey, locally-born 17th century author of the famous Brief Lives, referred to 

the organ loft of St Andrew’s church in the sentence ‘Steps are being erected to the 

organ loft at the order of Ohre Stapleton’.  There is also an 18th century watercolour 

by William Davis of Chippenham Parish Church chancel, showing the organ as it 

was then. Dr Kent showed images of a stained glass window in Warwick, illustrating 

an early positive organ, and a replica of an early Tudor church organ based on 

remains discovered in Suffolk. Also shown was Buckler’s painting of the chantry 

chapel. The organ was set in the south wall of the Sanctuary, above the sedilia, in 

1878. 

In the sixteenth century, plainsong was sung, alternating with the organ. There was a 

demonstration of this by Rachel and Christopher, who played verses by the great 

Tudor composer Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) on the organ of The Cause. Dr Kent 

showed an image of the earliest printed edition of Psalm 100 (‘All people that on 

earth do dwell /Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice’) from 1560-in the Anglo-German 

Collection of Manchester College, Oxford. 

Organs were generally introduced into Wiltshire churches in the early to mid-18th 

century. The one at Calne, for example, appeared in 1729—the year, as it happens, 

in which Bach’s St Matthew Passion was first performed under the composer’s 

direction at St Thomas’ Church, Leipzig, Saxony. In 1752 a special vestry meeting of 

St Andrew’s Church was called to authorise west gallery alterations, so as to fit the 

new Brice Seede organ. This had a substantial crenelated pediment, with Corinthian 
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capitals on the outer towers, surmounted by 

angel trumpeters. There are poppy-head 

finials on the top, cherubim figures at the north 

end of the case, and an elegantly-carved 

frieze. The first organist to use it was James 

Millard.  

James Morris Coombs was Organist of St 

Andrew’s for many decades in the late 18th 

and early 19th century. He was a distinguished 

provincial figure in his own right, well thought 

of by the Organist of the Chapel Royal. Coombs performed at Salisbury Cathedral, 

and was also organist at Bowood Chapel. He was still organist at Chippenham in 

1819, when his Divine Amusement: A Collection of Music was published, described 

as ‘Devotional music for voice, organ, or pianoforte’, and containing pieces by Martin 

Luther, Marcello, Handel, Haydn, William Boyce, and others. Vincent Novello’s 

arrangement of a piece by Mozart (‘Splendente te Deus’, K.V. Anh. 121) is attributed 

to Coombs, who may also have composed the hymn and anthem for the service at 

Chippenham Church on February 16, 1820, marking the death of King George III. 

Coombs regularly imported professional musicians, and was a highly esteemed 

citizen; he was among other things, Returning Officer for General Elections.  

In 1852, the organ-builder Holditch from London modernised the organ. Pedals were 

added, and a range of new pipes. There is a record of an SPCK service in 1820 at St 

Andrew’s in which ‘Mr Loder’ of Bath accompanied. David Loder was a member of 

one of the leading musical families in the south-west. At this point Rachel sang the 

anthem Acquaint thyself with God by Maurice Greene.  

 At the Chippenham Music Festival on 7 August 1822, there was ‘A Grand selection 

of Sacred Music by Handel, Mozart, Haydn and Graun’ attended by the Vicar, 

Churchwardens and ‘the Most Noble the Marquis of Lansdowne’. At the same time 

there was ‘A Grand Concert of Vocal and Instrumental Music’ in the Angel Inn 

Assembly rooms. The ‘leader of the band’ was Mr David Loder of Bath, with ‘several 

vocal soloists, all directed by Mr Coombs’. 

In the mid-19th century, Canon John Rich, a fine musician, was responsible for the 

enlargement of St Andrew’s Church, helped by his Oxford contemporary Sir 

Frederick Ouseley, who became Professor of Music at Oxford, and President of the 

Royal College of Organists. Canon Rich doubled the salaries of the church 

musicians, and appointed William Theodore Bradshaw as the first of a series of 

organists who held RCO qualifications. A Kyrie by John Rich was performed at this 

point ---‘Lord have mercy upon us / And incline our heats to keep this law/ We 

beseech Thee.’ 

First printed Edition of Psalm 

100 Manchester College Oxford 
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The architect Darley drew up plans for the church’s 

enlargement. As part of this, the organ was rebuilt by 

Gray and Davison in 1879, and the imposing Seede 

case was place in the east end in the North Aisle. It 

was converted to pneumatic action by another organ-

builder, Adkins, in 1931. During the Second World 

War, The National Monuments Record photographed 

the Seede organ in case the church was blitzed. This 

proved to be a wise move, as some West Country 

churches, in Bath (St James in Stall Street) Plymouth, 

Bodmin and Bristol, were lost to enemy bombing. 

A Festival of Britain performance of Handel’s Messiah 

was given on 11 April 1951 in St Andrew’s, with the 

organist J.C.Tomkins, piano accompaniment by Thomas Wanless, and the following 

soloists: Rita Mckerrow (soprano), Molly Leaper (alto), Arthur Carron (tenor) and 

Arthur Reckless (bass). This was six years after the end of the Second World War, 

when towns and villages across Britain were celebrating the National Festival on 

London’s South Bank with their own local events. The South Bank Festival was, of 

course, overwhelmingly designed to look forward to the future of Britain, in every 

field of science, design, technology, and the arts, rather than looking backwards  

nostalgically to a distant time. 

The 1960s and early 1970s are familiar to us now as a period when many perfectly 

fine and worthwhile buildings, and other artefacts, throughout Britain were wantonly 

demolished and destroyed in the interests of ‘progress’.  In St Andrew’s, The Gray 

and Davison chancel organ case was removed in 1964, and replaced by a detached 

console by Percy Daniel & Co. in the following year. The Choir stalls were removed, 

and the present organ hidden in the South Aisle. Fortunately, a ‘brake’ was applied 

to changes, yet fire extinguishers were still attached to the handsome Seede organ 

case. Christopher showed the plan of the St Andrew’s Project of 2005, by the 

architect Christopher Romaine. This included the possible relocation of the organ in 

a new, restored West Gallery, but the plan was later abandoned. Dr Kent 

commented on the future restoration of the organ, and expressed a hope that it 

might find its home in a restored West Galley at some future date. 

The talk ended with the playing of a tape, made in December 1976, by Christopher 

Kent himself, of Liszt’s great Fantasia and fugue on B-A-C-H (second version, 1870). 

Christopher Kent wrote the chapter on ‘Music in Rural Byway and Rotten Borough’ in 

the symposium Music in the British Provinces, 1690-1914, edited by Rachel Cowgill 

and Peter Holmes, and published by Ashgate in 2007. He has been editor or co-

editor of several volumes of the Complete Edition of the Works of Sir Edward Elgar. 
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Report by Dr Robert Blackburn, FRSA, Former Principal Lecturer  in Music, Bath 

Spa University, and Convenor, Literature and Humanities, Bath Royal Literary and 

Scientific Institution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  ------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Upcoming talks  
 

17 May - Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
  
Due to insufficient nominations for our Annual Conservation & Environment Awards 
this has been postponed to 2017.  The Civic Society is very thankful that Jack 
Konynenburg will give a presentation on 'Sinners and Saints' - he will cover how 
modern architecture can coexist with Georgian Bath.  The subject is very relevant to 
Chippenham, which was once called 'Little Bath' owing to its large collection of 
Georgian buildings. 
  
21 June - St Andrew's Church, Market Place, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
  
Our next joint presentation with the Friends of St Andrew's Church will be on the 
subject of 'Our National Heritage', our speaker is Lord Lansdowne, who has been 
actively involved with our national heritage and locally with his house and estate at 
Bowood. This should be an interesting and stimulating presentation from an expert in 
the heritage field. 
  
A reminder that there are no meetings in July and August. 
  
Mike Stone 
Chairman & Social Secretary 

 

Painting of St Andrew’s Church 

Chippenham, in naïve style by E. Dowding, 

1810 
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‘From Old Chapel Field –                                                       

the artist Robin Tanner (1904-1988) 

at home in Kington Langley.’  

 
An exhibition at Chippenham Museum.  
 
May 17 to September 17 2016  

 

“I believe that the arts must be at the very 

centre, the core of our lives. I believe that if 

the proper dignity of every human being 

were respected and his or her native gifts 

well nourished and cherished we should 

then reach our full stature and come into our 

rightful heritage – and help others to theirs.”  
 

Much has been published about the ‘teacher and etcher’ Robin Tanner (1). He and 
his wife Heather wrote many books, biographies, pamphlets and letters about their 
work and beliefs during their lifetime and there has since been a number of scholarly 
retrospective exhibitions and reviews (2)  
 
Tanner’s etched work is now being collected and admired by a wide audience and 
has acquired an important place in twentieth-century art. Bristol City Museum and Art 
Gallery and the Ashmolean hold large collections of his work whilst the Crafts Study 
Centre now housed in Farnham, which Tanner helped establish in Bath in the 1970s, 
also hold much of his personal archive plus the generous bequest of the family’s vast 
collection of twentieth century craftsmanship. 
  
However, it was his work as an educationalist of which Tanner was most proud. Now 
seen as pivotal to the development of art in education, Tanner advocated a child 
centred approach to learning with the full integration of art and design into the 
syllabus. He believed strongly that the study of natural things and the exploration of 
arts and crafts, music and poetry were essential for the development of teachers and 
children alike. There are many local people who have been inspired by his radical 
and experimental methods of teaching.  
 
Chippenham Museum’s latest exhibition will go some way to opening up new 
dialogues about Tanner’s work, although the focus is upon the Tanners’ relationship 
with each other, their home and how their ideas and beliefs shaped their work. Their 
acknowledged rather rich and charming life, built on the Ruskinian ideals and made 
popular by the artist William Morris, proves to be even more compelling than the 
etchings that the art world are so eagerly collecting.  
 
Much of the museum’s growing collection of Tanner memorabilia has been donated 
by some of the innumerable friends who were welcomed into the Kington Langley 
home where the family lived for over 50 years.   
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In a tribute to Tanner, 
following his death in 1988, 
art historian Francis 
Greenacre, who was a 
personal friend of the family, 
commented that ‘Old Chapel 
Field’ was a haven and 
lifelong source of inspiration 
to him. ‘A retreat from which 
all visitors left refreshed’. 
Many visitors were rewarded 
for their time with an etching, 
a card or a lovingly written 
and illustrated thank you 
letter. Greenacre further 
observes ‘the unfaltering 
welcome that all visitors enjoy 
disguise lives of almost 
unremitting industry and 
extraordinary fruitfulness’. (3) 
 

This ‘silent and secluded’ place where the Tanners made their home was purchased 
by Heather for £150 as her husband, then a teacher at Ivy Lane School, had spent 
his savings. In April 1931 Heather’s Uncle, a pupil of Voysey designed a small arts 
and crafts styled house for the couple as a wedding present. The couple dedicated a 
lifetime to make the house and gardens beautiful following William Morris’s edict 
‘Have nothing in your house that you do not know to be useful, or believe to be 
beautiful’ 

 
For me said Tanner ‘it would be a return to the place where I belonged, and from 
here Heather could see the stretch of downland where her forbears once farmed’ (4)  
 
Many of Robin’s etchings were created at his house and were of local scenes. For 
Tanner his home and the Wiltshire countryside was his inspiration ‘a pastoral dairy 
country with small meadows and high hedges. There is an ancient church every 
three miles or so in any direction’. He remarked that ‘all I wanted to say on 
copper…is contained in a few square miles of N. W. Wiltshire – a land of Cotswold 
stone, but a countryside that is Cotswold with a Wiltshire difference’. 

Old Chapel Field and the original plans for the 

house. Courtesy of Mr Rice 
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 Although born in Bristol, on Easter Sunday 1904, 
most of Tanner’s life was spent in Wiltshire. The 
third of six children, he spent his teenage years in 
Kington Langley, the birthplace of his mother. In 
1915, he was schooled at Chippenham Grammar 
School (now Hardenhuish School ̀ ) and in 1921, 
he was a student teacher at Ivy Lane School, 
Chippenham. By 1922, he had enrolled at 
Goldsmith’s College, London, to undertake 
teacher training. Tanner remained in London for 
the next two years whilst teaching at Blackheath 
Road Boys School.  
 

In 1928, Tanner returned to Wiltshire and after a 
short while trying to make a living from his 
etchings began teaching at Ivy Lane School, 
Chippenham where he became a permanent 

member of staff in 1930. He achieved highly memorable work with the children there. 
Later, when an H.M. Inspector of Schools (1935-1964), Tanner reluctantly left 
Wiltshire for a while. 

        
 

Robin Tanner teaching at Ivy Lane School 1929. Civic Society plaque in honour 
of Robin Tanner renowned etcher and educationalist 1929- 35 
 

From 1931, the date of his marriage to Heather Spackman (1903-1924), Tanner 
moved to Old Chapel Field. Heather was a writer, and they produced some works 
together, such as ‘Country Alphabet’ and ‘Woodland Plants’, using Heather’s text 

and Tanner’s etchings.   
 

In 1939 the Tanners offered asylum to a 
young Jewish refugee from Germany, 
Dietrich Hanff, whose family was 
murdered by the Nazis. Dietrich, who 
also became a teacher, lived happily with 
them for the rest of his life. 
 
Sometimes criticised as overly romantic 
and nostalgic, Tanner, a Quaker and  
pacifist saw the mechanisation and 
intensified cultivation of modern farming 

Robin (left) and Heather (right) 
prefects at Chippenham 

Grammar School. 

Chippenham branch of CND. 
Greenham Common c1980 with 

Heather and Dietrich 
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as an act of violence against nature – he railed against ‘the craze for insecticides’. A 
staunch supporter of CND, he and Heather were also proud to be conscientious 
objectors during WW2. 

 

Tanner, like Paul Drury, William Larkins 
and Graham Sutherland, can be 
considered as part of the Neo-
Romantic tradition. Inspired by the 
Palmer retrospective (5) he visited in 
1926, Tanner made his first etching 
that same year, A Tithe Barn (1926). 
 
In 1927 he produced ‘Alington in 
Wiltshire’ A composition based on the 
Wiltshire village of Allington but with 
much of the countryside repositioned or 
altered. He used his own spelling of the 
name to differentiate it in his mind.   

 
When Tanner retired from teaching in 1964 he continued to produce etchings, often 
composites of various local places and scenes. In 60 years he produced 50 etchings 
celebrating his beloved Wiltshire countryside. 
 
 

We have been greatly assisted by the support of Robin Tanner’s family who have 
kindly supplied the museum with family memories, photographs, that have not been 
published previously, and personal artefacts from the families own collections. They 
have also generously supported the production of the exhibition.  
  
Footnotes  
 
1. Robin Tanner himself insisted that he was a teacher first  
2. Ashmolean Museum of Art, Oxford 1981 ‘Robin Tanner’ and the Fine Art Society, London 2004, 
Visions of Landscape: ‘Samuel Palmer & Robin Tanner’                                                                                                     
3. Frances Greenacre ‘Tributes to Robin Tanner’ 1904-1988  
4. ‘Figures in a Wiltshire Scene’ Ken Watts 
5. Samuel Palmer, the visionary Victorian romantic painter, depicting a world of thatched ricks, 
hedges, gates and stiles  

 

 
 

Melissa Barnett  
Curator, Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre 

‘Alington in Wiltshire’ (1927) 
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Copyright Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery  
 
 

‘Portrait of the Artist’s Wife, April 1934’ by Robin Tanner 

 
 
 


