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Committee 2017/18 
The following were re-elected to the committee at the March AGM 
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Mike Stone  
26 Awdry Close 
Chippenham 
SN14  0TQ 
Tel: 01249 446385 
Email: stone48@live.co.uk 
 
Treasurer      Membership Secretary 
Colin Lynes      Marilyn Stone 
11 Bolts Croft     26 Awdry Close 
Chippenham      Chippenham 
SN15 3GQ      SN14 0TQ 
Tel: 01249 448599     Tel: 01249 446385 
Email: colin@crlynes.wanadoo.co.uk  Email: stone48@live.co.uk 
 

Sally Lynes                             Minutes Secretary 

Geoff Barrett                         Web Editor 

Jennifer Rudd                       Planning 

Melissa Barnett                     Museum Link 

Elaine Davis                           Buttercross Bulletin Editor 

Ryan Peare                            Leaflets  

Dory Scott                              Refreshments 

Steve Lile was newly elected to join the Committee.   

 
 

Vice Chair 
John Scragg 
33 Field View 
Chippenham  
SN15 2QT 
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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the May edition of the Buttercross Bulletin. 
 
I cannot believe that it was a year ago I took on the mantle of editor. It has been a great 
year and I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has sent me articles for 
inclusion, or who have contacted me with comments and memories of people and 
places. I have loved reading them and once again I have included some of those that I 
have received, in the Letters to the Editor, pages 4 and 5. 
 
Also Included in this edition is the Chairman’s report delivered at the recent AGM and 
the Treasure’s report.  
 
Happy reading! 
 
Bulletin Editor… contact details 
 
Elaine Davis      

11 Parkfields       
Chippenham      
SN15 1NX  
Tel: 01249 445945     
elaine2archive@hotmail.com  
  
Please contact me if you have any suggestions for items of interest relating to 
Chippenham, past or present, contributions of articles or photos or have any comments 
that you wish to make. 
 

Deadline for contributions to the August edition is 30th June. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 

www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
Like us on facebook /ChippenhamCivicSociety 

 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed by 
contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Civic Society. 

 

 

The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version - please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor  
 

Remembering Dentons  
I am now in my 90s but I remember Dentons with great affection. You could buy 
anything there, and you could buy it in singles.  I recall Richard Stilgoe’s witty lyric 
lamenting the demise of the sale of the single screw: 
  
‘They come in plastic packs, they come in five or ten, they haven’t come in singles since 
I can’t remember when. They come in plastic packs, they’re easier for us to sell. They 
cost you twice the original price, and they don’t work half as well’. 
  
You could get anything in Dentons.  Well perhaps not anything.  Next door to Dentons 
was Chuter, the chemist, and opposite him was the Doctor’s surgery. One day I came 
out of the latter deep in thought and placed my prescription on the counter only to hear 
a sympathetic Mr Terry, the proprietor, say,  ‘Sorry, Mr Wicks, can’t help you this time.’ 
  
Brian Wicks 
 

Summer Day by My Avon 
My memories of a summer day by my Avon, in many ways similar to those of the 
contributor to the River Special, pre-date his (or hers) by some decade and a half. I 
fished my Avon during the war years. Since then, I have fished in many rivers: the 
Thames, the St. Lawrence, the Fraser, the Hudson. All gratifying (although usually 
fishless) but none really compared to hoping to catch a dace in the cloudy effluent from 
the Nestlé's factory. Yes, there was a group of us during those summer years, standing 
at the low wall that extended from the corner of the ‘milk factory’, at the end of what is 
now officially labelled ‘Lover’s Lane. Let me attest to the accuracy of that name, and 
apologise to those whose passion we lads might have unwittingly negated, in those long 
summer evenings. 
  
A visit to the site, some seven or so years ago, was a revelation. Such change, but we 
who remember crossing, barefoot and freezing, the flooded Town Bridge to buy a 
sixpenny fishing license at the ironmongers, the changes are relevant. But gone is the 
sandbank where the Hardenhuish Brook flowed into the Avon. In fact, it is all gone. But 
on my visit, the whole area was active – people enjoying it. In the 1940’s we saw few 
people. It was in many ways, ‘our’ spot. 
  
The family moved in 1949, my graduation years from the Chippenham Grammar 
School, to a spot near Bristol. Going to work each day I could see stretches of the Avon, 
downstream from Bristol, and marvel at my little river hosting freighters, tugs and even 
one time a submarine. Bearing in mind of course, there is a 44’ rise and fall of the tide. 
  
The article has also solved a puzzle and created another.  There is a mention on page 6 
of a ‘splendid bridge’ leading to the island. I recall the building, but confess I did not 
realise it was a bridge and of course in earlier visits, it was gone, or maybe I did not 
notice. It was puzzling me. In the 1940s, it was just a building, maybe white or light 
colour, and while we were an adventurous lot, for some reason we did not explore that 
area. Maybe there exists a photograph? 
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Doctors tell us that as we age, as I most certainly have, we lose short-term memory. 
But, for some obscure reason, we can gain long-term memories. Some of which might 
be real! And quite wonderful. 

 
Syd Phillips, Beaumont, Alberta, Canada 

 
Unity and Loyalty, First World War Hospital 
I read with interest the article on the Great War Hospital. Only a few days before I had 
been talking to my cousin In Detroit about this very thing. Her Mother Gladys Treweke 
met her husband David Bulion, a wounded Scott, whilst nursing him at the Town Hall 
Hospital. When his health improved, he decided to try for a better life farming in 
Canada, this didn't work out and so he went to Detroit, spending his working life at the 
Ford Motor company. He came back to England and married Gladys after my 
Grandfather gave his permission on condition that when they returned to Detroit, he 
would bring her back to Chippenham for a visit in a year or two. This was carried out 
and they later returned bringing with them a baby daughter Rita. On returning to Detroit 
they went on and had two more children. Rita is the only surviving child and is now into 
her nineties. 
 
Andrea Chilton 
 

Swimmer Identified  
The swimmer referred to in issue 163, Page 6 was Brain Jenkins who swam in the 
Tokyo 1964 Olympics in the 200 metre butterfly and swam butterfly in the 4x100 metres 
medley. He is not listed as a medal winner. 
 
In summer 1964 I was ever present at Chippenham swimming pool and can remember 
Brain Jenkins swimming hundreds of lengths in training. I believe he lived in Swindon. In 
1964 there were only a handful of Olympic sized swimming pools in Britain, A very sad 
day when it closed. 
 
Patrick Chamberlain  
 
Editors note: Further research has 
confirmed that Brian did indeed live in 
Swindon and travelled to Chippenham to 
use the pool when the Swindon pool he 
used for training closed for 
refurbishment. Whilst he didn’t win a 
medal at the Tokyo Olympics he had 
previously won a silver medal at the 
British Empire and Commonwealth 
Games in 1962 and later became British 
Champion at the Masters in 1970.  
 
 
 
I am really enjoying the letters and emails that I am receiving please keep them coming 
either by email to elaine2archive@hotmail.com, post or via Chippenham Museum.  

Monkton Park swimming pool  
From a series of photographs of Chippenham 

donated by Mr D Shearn  
now deposited at Chippenham Museum and Heritage 

Centre 

mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
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Planning Matters Roundup April 2017             Jennifer Rudd 

                                                                                                   
 

1. 14/12118/OUT   Rowden Park, Patterdown Road.                         
Outline permission given for a mixed use, Urban Extension which will include 
residential, a local centre, new school, riverside park, allotments, roads etc. 
 

2. 17/02690/FUL   12, The Causeway.  
This is a resubmission of plans to build 2 new replacement dwellings and convert 
an existing building into a flat at the rear of this property. Although this is off the 
main highway we were pleased to see the design has been improved. It is 
important for any building to be considered carefully, it is hidden corners that give 
a town its character.  

 
3. 17/02150/FUL   60, Sheldon Road.  

This is one of 2 applications to demolish walls and convert the front of the 
property into parking spaces. While we have sympathy for the need for extra 
parking these days it is a shame to lose the setting for what is an attractive 
Victorian terraced cottage. To replace the front garden with a concrete slab which 
water can only run off does not help. We would far rather see shingle used in this 
situation and space for some planting. 

 
4. 17/02410/FUL   2, Bristol Road. 

This is the second application to remove a garden wall to make more parking 
spaces. 
 

5. (17/03417/OUT)  land south-east of Junction 17 of M4  
St Modwen has submitted a planning application for the  erection of up to 
1,000,000 square feet of Class B8 (storage and distribution) employment space 
and associated infrastructure on 79 acres of land in the parish of Kington Langley 
south-east of Junction 17 of M4 Motorway and accessed from the B4122 
motorway spur road. Concerns have been raised with regards to the impact for 
all the local parishes, Chippenham, and the access to the motorway. Closing 
date for comments about this application is Thursday 11th May   
 

 
You may have seen in the local paper people are being asked to give their opinions on 
parking in the town. This is a complicated area; on the one hand we are encouraged to 
use public transport instead of cars. This needs to go alongside cheap, available 
parking near train and bus stations if it is to make a difference. Submit your views to 
Chippenham Town Council who are acting as consultees.   
 
 
Applications can be viewed on the Wiltshire Council website. Views can be 
submitted via the web site or in writing, quoting the above application number to..  
Wiltshire Council, Bythesea Road Trowbridge Wiltshire BA14 8JN. 
 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning.  

 

 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning


7 

 

Baron Glanely of Lackham House              Roger Backway 

Lackham House between Chippenham and Lacock is a fine Georgian mansion which is 
now part of Wiltshire College. In its time it has had many owners, none of whom has 
such a fascinating and varied career as William Tatem, Lord Glanely. 

William James Tatem, 1st Baron Glanely (6 
March 1868 – 28 June 1942), known as Sir 
William Tatem Bt, between 1916 and 1918, 
was a Cardiff ship-owner and thoroughbred 
racehorse owner and breeder. William Tatem 
was born in Appledore, North Devon from 
where he originally went to sea. He moved to 
Cardiff at the age of 18 and began work at a 
local shipping office. In 1897 he founded the 
Lady Lewis Steamship Company with a ship 
of that name and in 1910 this became the 
Tatem Steam Ship Company. Tatem married, 
on 14 September 1897, Ada Mary, daughter 
of Thomas Williams of Pengam, Cardiff. The 
couple had one son, Thomas Shandon 
Tatem, born 20 July 1898, who died on 14 
June 1905 aged six years. The shipping 
company expanded rapidly to become one of 
the leading tramp shipping companies in the 
UK. 

He was a benefactor of Cardiff University and 
donated the money to build the 1904 
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Chemistry and Physics block. He was created a Baronet in 1916 and raised to the 
peerage as Baron Glanely of St. Fagans in the County of Glamorgan, in 1918.  Lord 
Glanely purchased Lackham in 1919.  It is said that in January 1920 he moved to 
Lackham and booked a special train to move his household “lock, stock and barrel, 
including the animals, from Cardiff”. 

The Tatems were a part of the county set by 1921.  The report on the Beaufort Hunt 
Ball, held in January 1921, records they attended (Wiltshire Times Saturday January 15 
1921). Formerly a JP and High Sheriff for Glamorgan, Tatem became a JP for Wiltshire 
in 1922. The family was often elsewhere - Lord Glanely had property at Exning House 
near Newmarket and Danehill at Stockbridge in Hants, as well as Lackham.  

After owning Lackham for eight years he sold the estate to Major Holt. This was early in 
1927 and Major Holt paid £78,000 with a 10% deposit.  Major Holt moved in sometime 
between late January 1927 and mid March of the same year, when the outlying portions 
of the valuable agricultural property known as Lackham Estate, extending to an area of 
1,030 acres and having an actual and estimated rent of about £3,000 per annum were 
sold off by auction at Chippenham Town Hall. 

During the Spanish Civil War Glanely was part of widespread Welsh support for the 
Spanish Republic. In 1937 he helped the National Joint Committee for Spanish Relief to 
open a home in Caerleon for 50 Basque child refugees. He let the Basque Government 
charter his two oldest steamships, S.S. Molton and S.S. Pilton, to bring Republican 
refugees out of the Republican-held part of northern Spain, which was encircled by 
insurgent forces. On 14 July Molton tried to enter Republican-held Santander but the 
insurgent cruiser Almirante Cervera captured her and an armed trawler took Molton to 
Bilbao, which by then had fallen to the insurgents. Pilton was more successful, firstly 
carrying many refugees out of Santander, and then on 27 July 1937 bringing refugees 
from Avilés to France.  

In the interwar period he was one of the 
leading owners in British flat racing. He 
bought the Lagrange stables at Newmarket 
in 1919 and maintained it until it was 
requisitioned by the Army in 1939. He was 
British flat racing Champion Owner in 1919 
and 1941, and was elected to the Jockey 
Club in 1929. His horses won six British 
Classic Races: Epsom Derby - Grand 
Parade (1919), Epsom Oaks - Rose of 
England (1930), 2,000 Guineas - Colombo 
(1934), 1,000 Guineas - Dancing Time 
(1941), St. Leger - Singapore (1930), 
Chulmleigh, (1937). 

Lord Glanely and 1930 St Leger winner 
Jockey Gordon Richards 
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During his career Lord Glanely had many influential posts in the shipping industry and 
other industries in South Wales. He was also a director of the Great Western Railway 
Company, Anglo-Equadorian Oilfields and Lobitos Oilfields Ltd. 

Lady Glanely died on 10 April 1930. Lord Glanely was killed in an air-raid in Weston-
super-Mare in 1942, aged 74, when his titles became extinct. This was during one of the 
worst raids Weston experienced. The first bombs fell on Weston in June 1940 but 
blitzes in January 1941 and in June 1942 destroyed large areas of the town. Many 
people were killed in the two raids in 1942. It has been suggested that Lord Glanely had 
moved “temporarily” to Weston to avoid the bombing in Cardiff, which was becoming 
intense in the middle of 1942. 

Five months later the Tatem Steam Navigation Co. Motorship Lady Glanely was 
torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine 400 miles west of Ireland. She went down 
with all hands. The company continued under different ownership until 1973 when its 
last ship was sold.  

 

Quite why Lord Glanely chose to live at Lackham is something of a mystery - perhaps it 
afforded a more convenient location than Cardiff for visiting London in pursuit of his 
many business interests. 

I am indebted to Tony Pratt for some of the source information.  His excellent 
history of Lackham House can be found on www.lackham.co.uk 

 

S.S. Winkleigh built in 1927, a typical Tatem steamship, sunk by a U-boat in 1939 on route from 
Vancouver to Manchester with a cargo of grain and lumber. 

http://www.lackham.co.uk/
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Chairman’s Report at the AGM on 21 March 2017 and a 
Review of the Past Year                                             Mike Stone 

 
Committee Meetings.  As your Chairman I have now completed my first year and it has 
been a pleasure to work with our very able committee, who has met 5 times over the 
last year.  All of our committee have their own tasks to perform on behalf of the society 
and I would like to thank them for carrying out the work. 
 
Membership.  Membership now stands at 224 and over the year we attracted 24 new 

members.  Can I make a please on behalf of the Membership Secretary that you pay 
your renewal subscriptions by 31 December each year, otherwise we have to politely 
chase you up, which has financial costs. 
 
Website.  The website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk and Facebook page is ably 
managed by Geoff Barrett.  We regularly have a large number of enquiries.  Have you 
looked at our web page and Facebook page?  
 
Buttercross Bulletin.  Our new Editor, Elaine Davis has now completed her first year 

and she has done a remarkable job in maintaining the standard set by the last Editor 
Prue Backway.  At committee meetings she has lots of new ideas on how we can both 
improve and develop the Buttercross.  She is always looking for articles, whether they 
are long or short covering aspects of Chippenham and the parishes around. 
 
Social Programme.  The April meeting last year started with a celebration of Robin 

Tanner with 3 speakers and it linked to the excellent exhibition mounted at the 
museum.  Due to a lack of potential awardees our main meeting covering conservation 
and environment did not take place.  However, Jack Konynenburg stepped into the slot 
and gave a fascinating presentation on Georgian architecture versus modern 
architecture in the world heritage city of Bath.  
 
Our June meeting was at St Andrew's Church and the heritage talk was given by Lord 
Lansdowne on our National Heritage.  His presentation was very much linked to 
Bowood and he clearly showed the ups and downs of running a large heritage site. 
 
In September we had a lecture which was very well received by Ian Mock, who talked 
on the work of the Bristol Avon Rivers Trust. This was followed in October with a talk by 
Ray Alder on Chippenham VADs and the World War I Red Cross Hospital, which was 
linked to both events and an exhibition in the Yelde Hall. 
 
In November Bob Clarke updated us on the rich prehistory of Wiltshire and guided us 
through all the new discoveries at both Stonehenge and Avebury.  Our Christmas event 
was 'The Majesty and Magic of Glenn Miller' by Bill King who, with Powerpoint 
presentation and music, gave us an evening that was truly magical.  In January the 
Chairman of the Wiltshire Buildings Record took us through the work they carry out in 
the county, ranging from farm to villages and towns.  We owe a great debt to them as 
they are busy recording our past, often before it is altered or destroyed.  In February 
John Girvan, who is a well known guide and author based in Devizes, gave an amusing 
account of doing time in Wiltshire: Police Prisons and Lockups. 
 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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I am always looking for ideas for speakers, if you have heard a good presentation 
please let me know the details. 
 
Publicity.  We still send accounts of our meeting to the Gazette & Herald for publication 
but we don't score very highly in the community pages.  Posters are produced and 
placed around the town and we are using our new Facebook page with good results. 
 
Issues and Achievements 2016.  I would like to thank Jennifer Rudd for continuing to 
monitor and comment the many planning applications in Chippenham.  We have had 
good discussions on some of these at committee meetings, the results of which are put 
into the Buttercross.  We continue to monitor and, hopefully, remove eyesores in the 
town such as graffiti.  As a society we must ever vigilant in reporting eyesores either to 
your committee or to the relevant bodies. 
 
Our Treasurer took us through the accounts for the last financial year and the 
committee is continuing to monitor the costs of the Buttercross Bulletin and there are 
some potential increases in room hire.  Therefore there is a very strong possibility that 
we will need to increase subscriptions at the next AGM. 
 
My last comment in reviewing the year is particularly to thank all those members who 
work with Geoff on delivering by hand the Buttercross to members in Chippenham.  We 
really do value this service you carry out on behalf of the society.  
 
 I am sure that the next year will be exciting and rewarding as we continue the aims and 
objectives of the Chippenham Civic Society. 

 

Please note the following changes to the programme 

Conservation & Environment Awards Evening - 17 May.   

Please note this has been moved from 16 May to 17 May and will now be held at The 
Cause in The Causeway, Chippenham.  Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.  There will 
be a presentation by Jack Konynenburg on our awards, followed by a presentation of 
certificates to the successful awardees. 

Friends of St Andrew's Heritage talk in association with Chippenham Civic 
Society - 27 June 

This has been moved back a week to Tuesday, 27 June in St Andrew's Church.  Doors 
open at 7pm for 7.30 pm start.  Our speaker is Marc Allum, who will talk about the 
anatomy of collecting in part 1.  After a break, with refreshments, he has offered to look 
at any small antique or collectable items that members wish to bring (please only bring 
on item per person). 

All other dates issued in the programme remain the same. 
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Chippenham Photographers                               Donald Little  

Photographers of Chippenham are known from very early when photography was first 
invented. The earliest recorded photographer in Chippenham was 1865. Most of the 
early photographs are what is termed carte de visite, which were first introduced in 
1859. The photographs were mounted on card with details of the photographer on the 
reverse and sometimes their names on the bottom front. The cards measured 64mm x 
123mm. They were in general use from 1860. The cards do not carry dates so there is 
no way to tell the first Chippenham date. It appears that the vast majority of cards by 
Chippenham photographers were portrait and studio photos, very few were 
topographical of the town or district. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topographical photographs of Chippenham are not plentiful by Chippenham 
photographers and most of those that are known were taken by R.Wilkinson of Church 
Street, Trowbridge. 

By the beginning of the 1870’s, carte de visite were replaced by ‘cabinet cards’, which 
were photographs, but larger, mounted on cards 110mm x 170mm. These were popular 
into the early 20th Century when postcards became popular.  
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This is how the backs of the carte de visite look giving photographers details and how to 
place an order for further copies. 
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List of Chippenham photographers  
 
Edwin Thomas 

Studios, The Causeway 1865 to 1880 
 
 

Alfred Taylor  

Studios, New Road 1867, High Street 1875, 
Market Place 1879 to 1880 
 

James W. Miell 

New Road, also studios in Salisbury. From his 
logo on the reverse of photos he claims to be 
photographer to the Royal Family. Research 
has so far found no proof of this.  
 

Charles H. Evans  

New Road/Station Hill 1879 to 1880. Known 
as Gainsborough Studio 
 

Sydney Porter 
St Pauls Street 1880, New Road 1885 to 
1904, Landsend (later renamed Marshfield 
Road) 1897 to 1931 
 

Robert Pearman 
Cook Street (St Mary Street) 1880 
 

John Robert Singer  

30/31 High Street 1895 to 1899 
 

F. Reynolds  

Moseley Terrace 1898, Later & Sons 1899 
 

Thomas A. Trotman 

31 High Street 1903 to 1904, 52 New Road 
1907 to 1939  
 

Trotmans in 1904 listed as Vandyke Studio, 
late J.R Singer 
 

Edgar Allen Basevi 

Station Hill 1915, St Pauls Street 1917, New 
Road 1919 to 1920. Basevi also operated from 
a Studio in Malmesbury  
 

Chivers  

18 The Causeway (Three Crowns Inn) 1917 to 
1919 
 

James Bothwell 

48 New Road 1923 to 1939. Bothwells carried 
on trading as a shop with Harry Lacey as the 
photographer. 

 

Photograph of The Causeway by Wilkinsons of Trowbridge 
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Postcards  

When postcards were introduced only three of the photographers were involved. Singer 

was the only one to date who produced a court card; which has been described in an 

earlier edition of the Buttercross. The other two producers of postcards were Porter and 

Trotman.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An illustration of a cabinet card 
showing a soldier of the 3rd Battalion 

Wiltshire regiment  
by J.J.Hunt of Calne.  

Hunt was known to come to 
Chippenham to take photographs. 

Postcard by T.A Trotman of a childrens procession coming down New Road  
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Museum News                                               Melissa Barnett  

The new Spring/ Summer Programme is now launched and we have some fantastic 

events over the coming months.  

Our Heritage Walks & Talks series begins on Wednesday 10 May 7.30pm with a talk on 

‘WWII and the home guard in Wiltshire’ with the Wiltshire Home Guard re-enactment 

group. Cost £4 per person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A follow-up walk, by Museum staff, takes place on Saturday 13 May at 2.30pm cost £5 

per person. To book a place telephone the museum on 01249 705020 or email 

heritage@chippenham.gov.uk.  

Call into the museum to pick up a brochure with our full programme, or visit the website 

http://www.chippenham.gov.uk/chippenham-museum-heritage-centre 

Postcard by Sydney Porter of Chippenham Ladies Football team 
taken at Chippenham Sports Ground 

mailto:heritage@chippenham.gov.uk
http://www.chippenham.gov.uk/chippenham-museum-heritage-centre
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Phipps & Son Plough                                     Harry Henderson  

I have had a long interest in early farm tractors, so when an opportunity arose to own a 

1917 International Harvester Titan 10-20 tractor, delivered, new to Anglesey it had to be 

worth a look.  

As part of the World War One ‘Ministry of Munitions’ food program the tractor was 

purchased by Lloyd George’s government from International, based in Chicago USA, 

and supplied to the Llangaffo Threshing Society via the County War Agricultural 

Committee. This was set up to ensure Britain did not run out of food during the U-boat 

blockades by the German forces.  

Spring forwards 100 years, and the tractor is still in North Wales, for sale, and I am on 

my way to see it.  

It was just what I was after; tractor, ripe for restoration. It was reasonably complete and 

came with a detailed history and original manual, old style logbook, modern DVLA V5 

documents and bill of sale to its second owner. After some negotiation, the tractor was 

mine.  The seller then informed me that the original plough that the Titan had spent its 

working life with was still on Anglesey and possibly for sale too.      

I needed to get the tractor paid for and brought back to my workshop in Lincolnshire. 

But I didn’t forget about the plough. I assumed it would be either Ransomes, built near 

Ipswich or an International, brought over on the same ship as the tractor.   

After some enquiries I obtained the phone number of the fellow who owned the plough 

and gave him a call. I explained that I owned the Titan and would like to buy the plough. 

“Have you still got it?” I asked. “Yes, it’s a Phipps! Have you ever heard of a Phipps?” I 

had to say I hadn’t. “Well come and have a look” he said enthusiastically. So, back in 

the car and a 450 mile round trip to the farthest westerly coast of Anglesey, near 

Holyhead.   

Upon seeing the plough 

it did indeed say 

‘Makers, Phipps & Son, 

Chippenham’ on each of 

the two plough legs; the 

cast iron forgings that 

attach the plough body 

or mouldboard to the 

frame. The plough was 

similar in appearance to 

the Ransomes RSLD 

(Ransomes Self Lift 

Double) that was the top 

selling tractor draw 

plough after World War 

One had ended. 

Remember tractors and tractor drawn ploughs where very new with the horse draw 

plough being by far the most common option.  
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After another round of negotiations and another purchase, the Phipps was on its way to 

Lincolnshire to re-join the Titan.  

How did I know the plough spent its life with the Titan? Both of them where featured on 

a Welsh language TV program called Cefn Gwlad (Countryside).It featured the Titan 

and Phipps on the farm that the pair arrived at in 1933, after being sold by the threshing 

society.     

And so started the search for some information on the plough!  

Some internet searching found it won 2nd prize at the 1920 Tractor Trials held near 

Shrewsbury for its innovative self-lift system and was awarded the prize at the 1920 

Royal Show held at Darlington. A look on eBay found a full catalogue for the show at a 

reasonable price. I bought it and looked for the awards section. Sure enough, at the 

show, held from the 29th June to 3rd July 1920 on stand number 253 Phipps and Son, 

Art Ironworks, Chippenham, Wiltshire displayed one 3 furrow and two 2 furrow ploughs 

along with tractor drawn cultivators and a horse plough. At the show the new plough 

was awarded the R.A.S.E. (Royal Agricultural Society of England) Silver Medal for the 

innovative self-lift mechanism.  

Phipps must have proud of this 

achievement because it appeared 

on their sales leaflets long into the 

1920’s.  I made the trip to the 

Museum of English Rural Life where 

I was able to copy a sales leaflet for 

cultivation equipment, which was 

very helpful. I recommend MERL if 

you are interested in anything to do 

with rural life.    

My plan for both the tractor and 

plough is to restore them to full 

working order, both being a 

challenge but not insurmountable. 

The biggest challenge with the 

plough will be finding mould boards, 

the original ones are completely 

rusted away. Clearly Phipps boards 

are not available, so will Ransomes 

fit? And they will be difficult to find 

anyway.  The whole plough is also 

seized in every way; wheels, lift 

mechanism, depth control, 

everything. Careful use of heat 

(oxygen/acetylene gas) and a great 

deal of patience are the way 

forwards. Patience being of greatest 

importance.  
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The things I don’t know are what colour would it be painted? There are traces of blue 

paint of the frame and orange paint on the wheels, was this the colour scheme? How 

many did they make? And what ultimately happen to Phipps and Son, Chippenham? If 

you know any answers to my question I’d be very pleased to hear from you.  

I will keep you posted on my restoration progress with another article in due course.  
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Treasurer’s Report                           Colin Lynes    
  

The accounts, which are reproduced below, were presented at the AGM on 21 March 

2017 

Receipts & Payments Account for the year ended 30 November 2016 

Receipts  2016 2015 Payments  2016 2015  

Membership 
subscriptions 

2,219 2,286 Newsletters & 
Photocopying  

1,024 917 

Donations  209 418 Room hire & Speakers  571 652 

Bank interest  12 12 Stationary & Stamps 253 274 

Gift aid donations 437  Miscellaneous 30 78 

Book sales 80 95 Christmas Social 290 114 

Ticket sales  234 230 Website Costs 50 64 

Refreshments 10 25 Donations to Museum  550 - 

Sundry income 44 91 Donations to VCH 200 - 

   Accountancy 324 - 

   Depreciation 103 103 

   Opening Stock 2,623 2,718 

      

Closing stocks  2,440 2,623 Surplus (deficit ) of 
Receipts 

(333) 860 

   Over Payments    

      

 5,685 5,780  5,685 5,780 

 

Statement of Assets  & Liabilities at 30 November 2016 

Assets  2016 2015 Membership Funds  2016 2015 

Scottish Widows Bank  3,119 3,107 At 01/12/15 14,131 13,271 

Cash at Bank 3,748 4,437    

Stocks 2,440 2,623    

Calf Sculpture 4,744 4,847    

Prepayment  13 50    

      

Liabilities       

      

Deferred Income  (366) (933) Surplus (deficit) for year (333) 860 

      

Net Assets at 30/11/16 13,798 14,131 Funds at 30/11/16 13,798 14,131 

 

NOTES 
 

Stocks are unsold books at acquisition cost. 
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Chippenham War Memorial                                     Elaine Davis  

A proposal for a memorial to commemorate the men of Chippenham who had died in 

the Great War of 1914-18, was made to the Town Council in May 1919. The people of 

Chippenham were asked “to submit any schemes they may have”1 for a memorial and 

these were considered at a meeting on the 18th November. From these it was proposed 

that “the Memorial take the form of a suitable erection in a prominent position in the 

town”.2 At the meeting it was agreed to set aside £25 to be offered for an approved 

design on the site of the present fountain, in the market place. This was seen as a 

prominent position where everyone travelling along the London Road would see it. The 

design would need to preserve the fountain, with the cost not exceeding £500 

By January 1920 a design by Grittleton architect, G Parker Pearson, had been agreed. 

After some indecision the memorial was built at a cost of £760.00 and unveiled at a 

ceremony on the 4th September 1921.  

The Wiltshire Times 

covered the ceremony 

featuring a speech by Field 

Marshall Lord Methuen  

The design accepted takes 

the form of a cenotaph 18 

feet in height…It stands 

upon the site of the old 

drinking fountain… This 

fountain in recent years had 

fallen into decay, and the 

idea of the architect was to 

retain the useful proportion 

of the same and substitute 

the remainder with a 

substantial and dignified monument. The result being is one of the best memorials in the 

West of England. One half of the drinking trough for cattle has been retained, and the 

public drinking fountain refixed at the rear of the memorial whilst suitable portions of the 

other half, being of granite have been incorporated in the design. The Cenotaph as 

seen from the London Road is approached by 4 steps and is flanked on both sides by 

piers and balustrades. The Cenotaph itself is of masonry with renaissance columns at 

each angle supporting an entablature and casque. The names of the fallen, numbering 

some 160 are inscribed in a recessed panel between the front columns and will form a 

lasting tribute to their fame. A niche is formed at the back there in is a sprinkling 

fountain, the water rising through a pitcher overflowing into a granite basin, then into a 

larger basin and finally into the cattle drinking fountain, while at the same time, water 

                                                
1  Council Minute Books 6th May 1919  
2 Council Minute Books 18th Nov 1919 

A disabled former soldier laying a wreath during service for the 
unveiling of Chippenham War Memorial 
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discharges at other points connected direct to the town's water mains. The whole of the 

new masonry is of stone from the Hornton quarries, Oxfordshire. The durability of the 

stone being proved by the fact that there are memorials existing today in a good state of 

preservation which were erected many centuries ago.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The monument was intended as a fitting and lasting memorial to the men of the First 

World War and in January 1923 a plaque was added, at the request of ex-servicemen, 

commemorating the fallen. However the structure was beset by problems. Numerous 

complaints are recorded in the council minute books, regarding people sitting and 

standing on the steps of the monument and the proximity of the market. This led to the 

placement of a spiked chain with stone pillars, at an estimated cost of £50, being 

approved by the council to protect the memorial.   

Bigger problems arose in 1947 when it was reported that,  
“There is distinct evidence of grave decay taking place generally throughout” “It 
could not be regarded as a dangerous structure at present, but the balustrading 
of the south wing is approaching a state of collapse”4 

 
It was suggested, due to its poor state, that the monument be rebuilt. The British Legion 
further suggested that a more suitable position, preferably John Coles Park, be 
considered and that the names of the men who fell in the Second World War be 
incorporated on to the memorial. However the rebuild never took place and instead after 
a few years of indecision, remedial work ‘to arrest further disintegration’5 was done and 

                                                
3 Wiltshire Times speech by Field Marshall Lord Methuen September 1921 
4 Council Minute Books 18th Nov 1947 
5 Council Minute Books 24th Sept 1954 

Fountain and War Memorial c1921 
 
The drinking fountain, which 
previously stood in the Market 
Place, was used as the base of 
the Memorial. The fountain had 
been put in place to 
commemorate the installation of 
the town's waterworks in the 

1870s.  
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a plaque with the names of the fallen of World War two was added and unveiled at a 
Dedication Service in 1956.   
 
However the problems of decay have continued to threaten the monument. Further 
Attempts have been made to address the issues but none had identified the cause. Two 
years ago the Town council drew up a six year plan to secure the monument for future 
generations.  
 

The initial job was to identify why the stone 
was eroding. Samples taken from the 
stone showed that it was rich in Iron 
meaning the stone was rusting away. This 
gave the masons, working on the 
monument a big problem, as nothing could 
be done to stop this process. Therefore a 
full survey of the monument was 
undertaken, with drawings, photographs 
and measurements taken of every detail. 
This has allowed one of the most corroded 
parts of the monument to be re carved and 
on Good Friday it was fitted into place.  

 
  
Unfortunately the corrosive nature of the stone will mean that further areas will need to 
be replaced. However the detailed work done to record the design and pattern of the 
original monument means that these can be replicated by the skilled masons involved. 
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Commonwealth Day Monday 13th March 


