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Editorial 
 
Welcome to a bumper, celebratory issue of the Buttercross Bulletin.  The Committee 
wanted to commemorate 150 editions of the bulletins and newsletters with a review 
of past activities and achievements as well as a tribute to those editors and 
contributors who have made each issue something special.  
 
In addition to the usual information and features, the four previous editors have each 
written a piece with appropriate illustrations setting out the development of the issues 
under their editorship. They have included some of the highlights of their term as 
editor which reflect the time and the technology. I hope you find it a fascinating 
glimpse both of the journey of the Civic Society and its membership, and the 
changes in the town itself.   
 
 The Bulletin is an important part of the Civic Society and the 4 issues per year come 
free with your membership subscription so are a tangible benefit throughout the year.  
It is that time of year when we need your continuing support through the renewal of 
your subscription.  The renewal form is enclosed with this issue so please fill in and 
return as soon as possible.   
 
Your 2014 programme card is also enclosed and we look forward to an interesting 
range of talks and events. Attendance has been steadily increasing so again we 
hope to see as many members as possible throughout the year. Next year will be the 
40th anniversary of the formation of the Civic Society so we have more celebrations 
to look forward to. Mike Stone is planning several talks and displays for the half day 
event on Saturday 27 September which will replace the usual Tuesday evening talk 
that month. The Fire Engine (see the November 2010 Bulletin) will be in pride of 
place in the Yelde Hall as part of the exhibition detailing the Civic Society's 
achievements over the last 40 years. 
 
Bulletin editors contact details: 
 
Prue Backway     Rebecca Furse 
The Beeches      Dibden House 
Old Hardenhuish Lane    19 Lowden Avenue 
Chippenham       Chippenham 
SN14 6HH      SN15 1LH 
Tel:  01249 658697     Tel: 01249 321854 
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk   rebeccafurse@hotmail.com    
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Remember you can email us at: chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:rebeccafurse@hotmail.com
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Letters to the Editors 
 
Re: May and June Talks  
  
 I read with interest the reports of the Kilvert lecture and the St Andrew’s lecture neither of 
which, sadly, I was able to attend. Perhaps readers might be interested in another snippet of 
information that links the two. In the middle of the 19th century there was a small school in 
the West Lodge of Hardenhuish estate. It was run by Emma Clutterbuck, daughter of the 
squire and the 1851 census records a 35 year old schoolmistress by the name of Agnes Sloane 
living there. In 1858 it was visited by an inspector who wrote: 
   
  "...30 to 40 mixed scholars are taught by a young woman, formerly a pupil-teacher at Castle 
Combe, in a very fair room, with boarded floor and wall desks, in the lodge by the gate of 
Hardenhuish Park. The mistress has a natural turn for teaching and is a good 
disciplinarian." 
  
Emily Kilvert, sister of the diarist, remembered the school with its giant swing in the garden. 
She also remembered watching from the Kilvert's home in the rectory: 
  
        "..the little procession of children...winding up the hill on Sunday mornings to church. In 
the winter the girls wore duffel cloaks with capes over merino frocks; in the Summer little 
white tippets over print frocks, but their bonnets...were always of white straw crossed 
by bands of bright scarlet braid..." 
  
The school appears to have closed by 1861, perhaps due to the death of Emma Clutterbuck or 
maybe because a new school was built in Park Lane.  
  
Of a more general nature I enjoyed the following entry in Warburton's 1859 report to the 
House of Commons on Wiltshire schools for 'Children of the Labouring Classes'. 
  
    "The mass of the population are, notwithstanding, a fine stalwart race, in whom the Saxon 
element decidedly predominates. Teachers of elementary schools in Wiltshire have no little 
additional difficulty to overcome the fact that the dialect of the people, no less than their 
physical aspect, retains much of the Saxon character; thus v is generally substituted for f and 
z for s, and en appears in the plural of nouns instead of the last named consonant, though this 
peculiarity is now rapidly disappearing. The peasantry are not, perhaps, as compared with 
those of other parts of the country, among the foremost. Yet they are certainly not among the 
more backward in intelligence and enterprise, though unhappily it cannot be said that they 
appear very sensible of the value of education for their children." 
  
 Apologies if I am repeating something that has already been referred to. And thanks for the 
excellent magazine. 
  
By email: Betty Coleman 
  
Re: Recent issues of the Bulletin 
 
Twice, in the recent copies of the Bulletin, I have seen, Miss Morgan, ex Chippenham 
Grammar School, referred to as “Headmistress”.  It all revolves around the date of Mr Tuck’s 
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retirement. It certainly wasn’t 1933, and to my knowledge, she was “Senior Mistress” all the 
time I was there from 1930 to 1936. 
 
When I started there in September 1930, H.S. Rosen was Headmaster, followed by Basil 
Fletcher in 1932, and W.H Heckstall-Smith in 1935.  When I left in March 1936, W.H.H-S 
was still there. 
 
Yours, R.A.C. Lockwood, St Mary’s Place, Chippenham 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Don Little who received a 
well deserved Civic Award from the Mayor, 
Councillor Sylvia Gibson.  The presentation 
(pictured left) took place in the Neeld Hall after 
the annual Civic Service in St, Andrew’s 
Church on Sunday 1 September.   
 
As many of you know Don has a wealth of 
knowledge about the history of Chippenham 
and another of his Then and Now pieces can 
be found on the following pages.  The 
photographs on page 9 are also courtesy of 
his vast collection of postcard and 
photographs. 
 
 
 

 
Membership matters 

 
 Welcome to all our new members:  William & Linda Hulbert, David & 

Rosemary Ballard, William Ward and Colin & Sally Lynes, Chippenham 
 

 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to join.  
All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the membership fee - 
an excellent way to find out about Chippenham past and present. See more 
details on page 23. 

 
 Please find enclosed the form to renew your subscription.  Speedy 

return of the forms to Roger Backway would be much appreciated 
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 THEN AND NOW                                                        Donald Little 
  

 

 

 

Milk Carts waiting to unload their milk at the Nestles Factory 
 
 
 

 
 

The current view of the building  
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The first photograph shows the Nestle Milk Factory circa 1900 with the farm wagons 
waiting outside to deliver their milk. The factory was opened in 1873 and closed in 
the early 1960’s. At some time in the 1920s or 30s the top two stories of the factory 
were removed.  
It was the oldest condensed milk factory in the world. Its own brand of condensed 
milk was “Milkmaid” but other brands produced at the factory were  “Carnation”, 
“Fussells”” and “Tip Top”. You would find other brands produced bearing labels for 
foreign countries. In the early days the tins were packed in wooden boxes, but in 
more modern times cardboard boxes were used. The tins were filled through a small 
hole in the top of the tin and then soldered but eventually one end of the tin was left 
open and then a whole end was fixed in place. You would often see lorry loads of tin 
plate waste being carried up to the station which was the waste where the tins had 
been cut from the large sheets. Scattered on the road could be found sixpenny sized 
pieces of tin which were the inserts for the ends of the tins. The factory took up both 
sides of the top of Bath Road. One side was the production side and the other the 
stores and an office house. 
When the factory closed the stores side was made into a car park and the production 
side into offices. 
 
The photograph below shows the end of the factory during the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II. The whole flat roof was planted with hundreds of flowers and, although 
not clear in this image, the walls were painted with local scenes. 
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THEN     /     NOW 
 

    
 

Sheldon Road 
 

    
 

Hathaway Retail Park 
 

    
 

West End 
 

Send us your own ‘Then and Now’! 
 

Show us how your street has changed. 
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CALF SCULPTURE UNVEILED 
 
On a dull but fortunately dry Saturday 7 September the Civic Society's calf sculpture was 
officially unveiled at 11am by BBC TV Points West presenter Amanda Parr who very kindly 
agreed to travel over from Bristol for the event. Amanda is currently on maternity leave from 
the BBC and she was accompanied by her two young children and husband who were 
dispatched to the playground in Monkton Park to keep them happy.  
 
A large crowd of all ages watched the unveiling including the Mayor of Chippenham Cllr 
Sylvia Gibson (see back page for selection of photos).  After an introduction by our President 
Dr Robert Blackburn, Amanda talked about the importance of recognising the market in the 
history of the town, particularly for younger people and future generations. She then unveiled 
the calf (the first time she had seen it) and was delighted with the resulting bronze. Sculptor 
Richard Cowdy has so faithfully captured the cute and delightful character of a young calf. 
One of those present was a former employee of the cattle market and he was very 
complementary about the accuracy of the image. After the ceremony Amanda was presented 
with a bouquet of flowers by the Civic Society. We are very grateful to her for sparing the 
time, particularly with a 5 month old baby in tow! 
 
The comparatively relaxed unveiling masked a good deal of frenetic activity leading up to the 
event. The sculpture itself was finished several weeks before whilst we tried to sort out a 
suitable date. The concealed concrete plinth on which it is fixed is below the pavement and 
that too was finished some time ago. On the day itself, the sculpture and the plaque had to be 
transported early in the morning from Jack Konynenburg's house to the site. Holes needed to 
be drilled through the pavement and plinth, the dust removed with a bicycle pump and quick 
setting resin applied to fix both plaque and sculpture in place. Getting the alignment correct 
proved to be a tricky operation and the task was only completed about 45 minutes before the 
unveiling! The Civic Society is very grateful to Jack Konynenburg, David Purton and 
Richard Cowdy for their tremendous efforts on Saturday morning. We would also like to 
thank Jack for the time he spent on preparing the planning application and the ground works. 
Earlier on Saturday morning Roger Backway was interviewed on BBC Wiltshire Sound at 
7.20 am about the sculpture - several early birds did mention that they had heard it! We also 
had good local press coverage and an article and photos are to be included in a monthly 
national trade magazine for the retail trade called "Shopping Centre". 
 
We are very grateful for the support we have received from Chippenham Borough Lands 
Charity, Mountgrange LLP (Asset Managers of Borough Parade) and Ashdown Phillips and 
Partners (Facility Managers of Borough Parade). We were only slightly over budget with the 
project with no state or local authority funding of any sort - thanks to all members for their 
support. 
 
Finally as well as being meaningful to those who remember the market and an attractive 
feature in the town centre, we hope the sculpture will encourage the younger generation (see 
a few already admiring it on the front cover). We would like to stimulate collaborative 
projects between local schools and Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre to learn more 
about the market and its place in the history of Chippenham.  
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Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre - Golden Jubilee 1963 - 2013 

 
On Wednesday 23rd October 1963 a new museum for Chippenham was opened in 
the recently restored Yelde Hall by the Town Mayor of the time Councillor Mrs. G 
Moss. In her opening speech Councillor Moss stated that the event was a milestone 
in the town’s history. She considered that she couldn’t visualise Chippenham ‘50 
years hence’ - the only thing she was sure of was that “it would change.” Fifty years 
later the museum is preparing to celebrate its Golden Anniversary with a month of 
special activities and events including a “People’s choice,” exhibition of artefacts, a 
“Memories of Chippenham” project and a 60's themed party in the Yelde Hall exactly 
50 years after the museum was originally opened. 
 
So much has happened to Chippenham and the museum in those intervening years. 
The museum though has never looked back. Much is indebted to the succession of 
splendid volunteer Curators, Mr J G Chamberlain in 1963, then Mr. C. Smith, Mr. F. 
‘Bimp’ Simpkins and Mr. T. Pearce. In 2000 Mr. Mike Stone became the first 
professional Curator presiding over a new town council run museum in a new 
location in the Market Place. A lottery bid and assistance from the Rotary Club and 
the Borough Lands allowed further developments and an education wing. 
 
Mike Stone is recorded paying tribute to these groups and the many volunteers and 
stated how impressed the Heritage Lottery Fund was with the community 
involvement. The Civic Society awarded the town council its prestigious conservation 
and environment award for this development of what was a disused magistrate’s 
court into the popular heritage centre. 



150th Issue Special Edition 
 
 

11 
 

Top left: The opening of the new Town Museum 23rd October 1963 
Top right:  Mr Chamberlain- the first volunteer Curator 1963 
Bottom left: Mr F B ‘Bimp’Simpkins, Curator 1982-1987 – in the Town lock up in the Yelde Hall 
Bottom centre: Mr Mike Stone at the opening of the stage 2 lottery project at the museum in 2001                                                                
Bottom right: Mrs Melissa Barnett welcomes Mr Norman Whalley of Corsham who was the museums 250,000th visitor in 2011  
 
 
 
 

After 10 years of development and change the museum is still flourishing and 
recently welcomed its 250,000 visitor since the museum opened and its first female 
Curator, Melissa Barnett. The museum's main strength continues to be its volunteers 
and the community. During 2012 a “Friends of the Museum” organisation was 
established to provide extra support. The museum was also delighted that the Yelde 
Hall was returned to the museum service after being used as a Tourist Information 
Centre for a number of years.  Fifty years after the Chairman of the General 
Purposes Committee, Alderman N.E. Park, described the Yelde Hall as one of the 
town’s greatest treasures, the building remains a jewel in Chippenham’s Crown.  
 
If you have any memories or photographs of the museum and the people who ran it 
please contact the museum so that we can include them in our archives and 
commemorative booklet. 
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‘FIGHT - AND WE MAY GET THE BEST’: EARLY NEWSLETTERS 
 
Sally Jefferies 
Editor from 1980 to 1989   
 
I had no idea what a Civic Society was or what it did until 1979 when I met some of the 
committee members trying to prevent the demolition and decay of Chippenham’s historic 
buildings. From that first meeting I became passionately involved in trying to protect my 
adopted town from unwelcome development and to make it a nicer place in which to live. 
 
I offered to produce a newsletter because my work involved writing and editing and I was 
cross about a lot of things going on in the town: the neglect and decay of The Ivy, the 
proposed demolition of the Nestle’s buildings, the environmental impact of traffic, the 
endless debates about a relief road, to name but a few. All of us on the committee felt driven 
to make changes. 
 
Members wrote articles on anything that affected Chippenham’s built and historic 
environment, from littered streets and ugly shop fascias to the vandalism of developers and 
the lack of sympathetic restoration. We sent the newsletters to the local journalists – the first 
edition (October 1980) made headlines in the Chippenham News: “Fight – And We Might 
Get The Best” and that really did describe how we felt. The newsletter was our means of 
promoting a more focused interest in the future of the town and to try to get people to believe 
that things could change for the better. Looking back, I’m amazed at how fearless we all 
seemed to be! 
 
We were lucky in many respects. Civic Societies across the country were campaigning to 
save the best of our heritage. People were fed up with living in an environment arranged 
entirely in favour of the motor car. We had a thriving local press who gave us great publicity. 
The Council had people who listened and risked giving us a chance when we declared we 
could save cottages in Foghamshire (pictured below). 
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The 1980s were more affluent than today. People helped us raise money for restoration 
projects in Foghamshire and The Causeway (pictured below), for writing and publishing 
books about Chippenham, for bringing back the Buttercross to the Market Place. We wrote it 
all up in the newsletter for our members, news that was picked up by both the press and local 
radio and broadcast to the whole community. 
 

 
 
I remember helping to type some of the first issues of the newsletter on an old typewriter (the 
sort that had a black and red ribbon), using a lot of those tippex correction tabs. Some early 
editions were on foolscap paper, donated by a member who had packs in that size. By the 
mid-80s we had progressed to computers and were producing copies on a photocopier in our 
dining-room (my husband rented the photocopier for his business but it soon got 
commandeered for Civic Society purposes). There are still marks on the wooden floor from 
the horrible liquid ink cartridges. Many members helped but it still took ages to type, copy, 
collate and staple the newsletters and then to get them all delivered by volunteers from 
amongst the members. It was definitely a labour of love. 
 
We kept a close eye on planning applications, a central feature of the newsletter. It was much 
more difficult in those days to include photos but we did manage to add sketches or plans, 
initially all hand-drawn by members who pored over plans in the Council offices. There is a 
good deal of handwritten annotation in the early editions. Later, we managed to acquire plans 
so that we could photocopy relevant drawings to paste into the master copy of the newsletter 
to show our members. I envy our energy in those pre-internet days! 
 
A lot of people helped to produce the newsletter during the years I was editor. I am proud to 
have been there at the start and delighted that it has reached its 150th edition, nurtured by 
dedicated editors and contributors over the past 33 years. Keep going! 
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‘THE TIMES (AND THE NEWSLETTER) THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ 
 
 Geoff Barrett 
Editor from 1989 until 1992 
 
I would imagine it’s true in most voluntary organisations. As a member it’s never quite clear 
why you end up doing what you do for free! So it was, when I took up the editorship of the 
newsletter. As chairman of the Civic Society at the time, I hoped to be able to continue the 
good work started by Sally Jefferies in producing an informative and regular newsletter for 
the society. The Newsletter was, and still is, a prime means of involving the membership in 
the affairs conducted by the committee in the name of the members.   
 
Combining the role of chairman and editor is perhaps the most efficient communication route 
between the nominal head of an organisation and the membership of the society. It meant I 
was able quickly, to include newsworthy articles in the often mad dash to have something 
ready for the publication deadline. At the same time it was the best means of keeping 
everyone up to date with what we were doing and when we were meeting if dates changed.   
 
But the reliance on one person to fulfil both roles is blessed with both good and less good 
consequences. One of the unintended outcomes was the freedom I had to include not only the 
view of the committee but also my own personal opinions in the articles I wrote and edited 
for the Newsletter. Such was my passion for the environment about us, that without the 
restraining and measured hand of an unbiased editor, I was able to write about topics which 
interested me or which I felt affected the people of Chippenham. 
 
The titles were often aimed at provoking thought and encouraging reflection on what was 
happening to the historic fabric of Chippenham and its traffic choked streets. I relished the 
freedom to publish articles such as: ‘Please Sir, why do we have legs? – A sideways look at 
transport, traffic and what the motor vehicle is doing to our way of life’, or ‘What price 
conservation? Open spaces or school facilities’.   
 
Subjects like these seemed relevant to many of the changes which shaped Chippenham 
during the late 1980s. Out of town development was just starting, school playing fields were 
being sold off, new roads were being built and public facilities were under threat. And, we 
were listened to! There were often occasions during that period when the local paper or the 
local radio would ring me for a quote about a local issue they had seen discussed in the 
Newsletter. How I wonder at my five minutes of fame! 
 
It was also a time when we started the change from the analogue age to the digital one, not 
least when it came to producing the newsletter. Moving into the modern age meant 
abandoning a typewriter to compose and publish some of my first newsletters on a desktop 
computer.  I used an Amstrad 1640 double disk drive computer with 512k of memory and 
NO hard drive to produce Newsletter 49 published in April 1990. It was four pages long, 
printed on A3 paper with an additional flyer to promote the next social meeting. It had 
illustrations, clip art, different fonts, and two columns per page - you couldn’t do that on a 
typewriter! This was a step forward into the 90s! But oh, how frustrating it could be. 
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The Amstrad had its own desktop publishing software which was uncannily like the later 
Apple Mac programs. Without a hard disk, the program had to be loaded every time the 
computer started. Computer crashes were an occupational hazard.   
 
I remember the calamity of 
losing a nearly completed 
issue as I approached the 
publishing deadline for Issue 
56. It was to be a very thin 
issue to say the least, padded 
out with the text of a speech 
I gave at the Save the Neeld 
Hall Public Meeting in 
March of that year (1991).  
 
We had until that time been using the Civic Society headed note paper as the basis for the 
front page.  I took it upon myself to trial newsletter 55 of January 1991 with a new front page 
but without the headed notepaper. My first attempt at this saw me strip away the cluttered 
headings, introduce a bold clean look, and to jokingly call the newsletter by the imaginative 
title of:  “The Newsletter”. 
 
Complete with an italic font in the style of the recently revamped Guardian newspaper, I was 
breaking new ground, testing my new dot matrix printer to its limit, - as well as giving the 
world a subtle clue as to the main source of my daily news material. In issue 56 we were back 
to the headed notepaper, but the seeds of transformation had been sown. Technology was 
changing and the need to update the format of the newsletter was also apparent. 

 
By June 1991 I was using a Windows PC and it 
was time to change the look of the newsletter 
yet again. In issue 57 I introduced the title 
which was to last until June 1995. I don’t 
recollect how I came by it, but henceforth the 
newsletter went by the grand title of ‘The Civic 
Journal’. It had grown to eight pages with 
illustrations and included coverage described as 
‘News, Views and Information about 
Conservation and Environment.’ 
 
Issue 59 was my last issue as editor before 
passing the baton on to Caroline Long.  During 
the 3 years I had edited it we had seen many 
changes in Chippenham as well as the 
introduction of the computer in the home. The 
Society successfully campaigned on many 
issues at the time and our humble newsletter 
was our collective voice of protest and the 
effective form of social media of its day.  
 

 
 



Issue 1.
October 1980.

Issue 49.
April 1990.

Issue 57.
June 1991.

Issue 76.
September 1995.

Issue 113.
Autumn 2004.

Issue 150.
November 2013.



Issue 1. October 1980.
The first quarterly newsletter, put together 
by Sally Jefferies, was an important step in 
communicating what the Civic Society was 
trying to achieve to a wider audience. This was 
so successful that it even made the headlines 
in the local news.

Issue 49. April 1990.
Geoff Barrett’s first computer-produced 
newsletter marked a change in format which 
allowed for more content, greater illustration 
and graphic design.

Issue 57. June 1991.
The introduction of ‘The Civic Journal’, which 
Carolyn Long edited from 1992, continued the 
move towards a magazine-style approach and 
featured a large picture on the front page.

Issue 76. September 1995.
Tony White’s first issue, and the first edition of 
‘The Buttercross Bulletin’, coincided with the 
project to return the Buttercross to the heart of 
Chippenham. The issue also shows the new 
Buttercross logo.

Issue 113. Autumn 2004.
Another refresh when Tony put down his 
trusty scissors and glue and the edition was 
produced entirely on his computer.

Issue 150. November 2013.
Our 150th edition, celebrates the continuing 
work of the Civic Society and its latest 
project, the bronze calf in Borough Parade, 
commissioned to commemorate the cattle 
market.

THE ISSUE TIMELINE
To celebrate 150 editions of Civic 
Society bulletins, we thought we would 
take a look back at six key issues that 
show how far we’ve come!



150th Issue Special Edition 
 

18 
 

 
THE TOWN CENTRE TRANSFORMED 
 
Carolyn Long 
Editor from October 1992 to 1995 
 
I have lived in Chippenham for over 35 years and have been a member of The Civic Society 
for much of that time.  I served on the committee for a while and edited The Civic Journal, as 
it was then, from 1992-1995. From 1994-1995 I was also Chairman of The Civic Society 
which sometimes helped with the editing though sometimes seemed a lot of work at the time 
even though rewarding. Looking back over those three years there was a lot going on and it 
was exciting to have been involved in the great changes that took place in Chippenham. 
 

One of the main stories we covered was 
the pedestrianisation of Chippenham town 
centre and the return of The Buttercross. 
The Civic Society owned The Buttercross 
which was in a derelict state in a garden 
at Castle Combe. It was returned to The 
Market Place in Chippenham not far from 
its original site where Barclays Bank now 
stands, as part of the pedestrianisation 
scheme. The Society needed to raise 
£200,000 to restore and bring back the 
Buttercross and to provide trees, seating 

and good quality paving in the Market Square. The appeal was launched in May 1993 at the 
first Chippenham Business and Community Exhibition and was covered extensively in The 
Civic Journal and the local newspapers. The Civic Society produced a certificate which was 
awarded to anyone who donated over £15 to the appeal (illustrated on the right). 
 
The Civic Society was also closely involved with all aspects of the pedestrianisation scheme 
which included the new bridge over the River Avon and the establishment of the Heritage 
Centre and Museum. 
 
Other stories covered during my time as editor included the fight against the opening of a 
gravel pit at Showell between Chippenham and Lacock, the development and design of 
Borough Parade shopping centre and the restoration of The Woodhouse in St Mary's Street 
by members Richard and Ginny Baines. 
 
In 1994 The Civic Society took part in the first Heritage Open Day and organised a tour of 
three houses in St Mary Street (including The Woodhouse) and guided visits to St Andrew’s 
Church and the attics and cellars of The Angel Hotel.  There were seven 1 ½ hour tours in 
one afternoon! 
 
Looking back at these issues I am amazed at what the Society achieved and proud of the fact 
that we were closely involved with all three local councils at the planning and development 
stages.  For myself I am amazed at what I managed to produce considering that I had only 
just acquired a computer and learnt my way around it by compiling and editing the 
newsletter. This may go some way to explaining the sometimes rather idiosyncratic 
appearance of my Civic Journals! 
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THE BUTTERCROSS BULLETIN 
 
Tony White 
Editor from 1995 to 2007 
 
My one abiding memory of Chippenham dates back to a late 1940’s August Bank Holiday. 
The occasion was a visit to the town’s once famous horse show. Apart from that singular 
excursion, the town was another location along the A4 to London. In 1966 however my 
perception of Chippenham was about to change. 
 
Having spent the entire early years of my life in the City of Bath, the need arose to move into 
a larger property with my family.  Working in Corsham at the time, the decision was taken to 
settle in Chippenham. Within weeks of moving, I soon became engaged with the local 
community. A meeting had been called to formulate a Sunday Football League for 
Chippenham and the surrounding area. A Committee was duly formed and I served as a 
founder member for over 20 years. During my capacity as Press Officer, I did acquire a very 
rudimentary knowledge of journalism.  In this respect I transcribed for the local newspapers, 
a weekly roundup of matches played. 
 
In the meantime, I had joined the Chippenham Civic Society, following a shop window 
display to encourage new members. The purchase of three books published by the society 
also fuelled an interest in local history. It wasn’t long before I began to officiate as a 
committee member. Then in 1995 the opportunity arose to become editor of the society’s 
journal. Having retired two years earlier, I took up the challenge. Never having owned a 
computer, the only tools I had available for the editorial task was a hurriedly purchased 
typewriter from a charity shop and a good pair of scissors. 
 
From my edited draft layouts however, computer assistance was at hand to produce the final 
pages. Where illustrations were to be incorporated, picture captions were inserted beneath 
blank spaces. My trusty pair of scissors, together with a pot of glue, then came into action, as 
pictures were physically stuck, pasted and applied to the appropriate gaps.  My first 12 page 
edition rolled off the photocopier as issue No.76 in 1995. The occasion coincided with the 
society’s ambitious project to return Chippenham’s 16th century Buttercross to the heart of 
the town. To commemorate the momentous event, it seemed fitting to change the title of the 
society’s newsletter to The Buttercross Bulletin - a heading which became immediately 
familiar. 
 
From the closing years of the 20th century into the dawn of a new Millennium, major changes 
took place throughout Chippenham’s town centre.  A host of public and commercial projects 
emerged, all of which were reported on during my initial years in the editor’s chair.  It soon 
became apparent however, that the local history was also top of the agenda for members, 
particularly following the society’s three publications. In this respect searching out the 
personal recollections of residents and one time local traders, proved to be a memorable part 
of the editorial task. Being a warden at the town museum, a trail often began whilst 
conversing with visitors. Material was gathered on a regular basis with sufficient becoming 
available to increase the Bulletin size from an average of 12 to 24 pages. 
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The use of colour was generally prohibitive 
due to the cost but on certain occasions was 
utilized on the covers. A taste was 
introduced for the first time with issue 
No.84 in 1997. This featured on the front 
cover, a television set with an image of the 
Market Place and Buttercross superimposed 
– see illustration left.   
 
The connecting article covered 
Chippenham’s starring role in a West 
Region BBC2 programme, which focussed 
on the plight of town centres created by out 
of town shopping developments.   
Chippenham was cited as a town fighting 
back and emphasised the many changes 
taking place.  
 

                                                                                                                              
Another important use of colour was when 
the Queen visited in 2002 – an important 
event to capture on the front cover of Issue 
103. 
 
A major change of direction arose in 2004, 
when a further offer of assistance enabled 
my trusty pair of scissors to be finally laid to 
rest. The Autumn issue No. 113 and 
subsequent editions were entirely put 
together by computer.  My draft layouts plus 
illustrations and photographs, were all 
deposited and eventually returned as the 
final pages for publication. 
 
There were many highlights during my term in office but one in particular began with a 
photograph published in the society’s book “100 Pictures of Chippenham Past”. A 10 year 
old letter found among society records then led to the discovery in Yatton, Somerset, of a 
1920s snapshot taken at Clevedon. On the left of a quartet of happy day trippers was the 
earliest known image of my own mother. 
 
Following 12 years of endeavour covering 50 editions, the curtain came down on my watch 
as editor in 2007 with the winter issue No.126 - a bumper edition of 32 pages which 
concluded my reign. The knowledge of having left behind a legacy in excess of 1,000 pages 
containing morsels of local history and contemporary issues, made the whole exercise so 
worthwhile. Along the way I met or corresponded with numerous former and current citizens 
of Chippenham with a story to tell. A process which generated a great deal of pleasure, 
enjoyment and even more lasting memories to accompany that of the once distinguished 
horse show. 
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 TO THE NEXT 150 EDITIONS! 
 
Prue Backway 
Editor from 2008 -  
 
When Tony White announced his ‘retirement’ the committee was hard pressed to find a 
single replacement. Don Little did a sterling job as guest editor for one issue but everyone 
had a job and other commitments.  However, the Bulletin was too important not to be 
continued so a collaborative approach was explored.  We were lucky that Mavis Allam had 
offered her help and with Lorely Purton and myself there was a team to tackle the challenge.  
We were very keen to keep the mix of the old and the new to satisfy our broad range of 
readers. At the beginning we relied on articles from the committee supplemented by letters 
from members.  After trying out various software packages and losing Mavis’s help due to 
illness, Lori and I settled into the job and each issue started coming together with fewer typos 
and good content.   
 
One innovation was the new logo.  We had some good suggestions and based on these Bob 
Rudd designed the logo which has given the Civic Society a more modern image and the 
front cover of The Bulletin a fresh look. The most gratifying aspect of my job is that there has 
been a steady increase in level of contributions for each edition (a bonus when Lori had to 
give up due to work commitments) and these have covered both the past and the present with 
a few setting out the future.  This means that the Bulletin remains an informative archive and 
a window on the current developments happening in Chippenham.  My thanks to everyone, 
especially Rebecca Furse who has provided the graphic input to this edition, and keep the 
content coming!  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

'Open Studio 2013' 
After a break last year when Bob had an exhibition in the Victoria Art Gallery in 
Bath, we are holding another Open Studio Weekend at home this year. All Civic 
Society members are welcome to come and see our paintings at 38, The Causeway, 
Chippenham.  
 
We will be showing our work from Friday, 29th November to Sunday, 1st December. 
For more information phone Bob and Jennifer Rudd on 01249 653007 
 

 
See images on Bob’s website at: http: www.bobrudd.com  

 
 

http://www.bobrudd.com/
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Electrification of the Great Western Main Line                                              John Scragg 

 
 

 
 

The Great Western Main Line (GWML) is a national asset of both historic and modern day 
importance. It dates from 1838-41, during the pioneering era of railways, and retains 
throughout its length the imprint of one of Britain’s most celebrated figures, Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel (1806-1859). The line between Chippenham and Bristol is of exceptional 
significance, being the part of the main line that best exhibits the way it was originally laid 
out. It has an unequalled cluster of Grade II and II*listed structures. The most well-known of 
these are the Box Tunnel, Sydney Gardens (Bath) and Bath and Bristol Temple Meads 
stations. However, Chippenham has some notable structures, the most prominent of which 
are the station, which is Grade II listed and the New Road Viaduct which has received Grade 
II* listing.   
 
I wrote this article after attending a presentation given to Wiltshire councillors and officers 
on 19 June 2013 by representatives of the Network Rail project team responsible for the 
construction phase of the electrification of the Great Western Main Line (GWML).  I have 
attended further presentations and have gathered information from various key documents 
available on line.  
 
The programme covers the electrification of the Great Western Main Line west of 
Maidenhead. The main line from Paddington to Heathrow (or Stockley) Junction near Hayes 
was electrified for the Heathrow Express in 1998 and electrification is under way as part of 
the Crossrail project beyond to Maidenhead. GWML electrification will extend to Bristol, 
Cardiff and Swansea, with spurs as far as Oxford and Newbury. The main line bifurcates at 
Royal Wootton Bassett – the ‘cut-off line’ running direct to Bristol Parkway and South Wales 
and the original GWR main line through Chippenham and Bath to Bristol Temple Meads. The 
line connecting Bristol Temple Meads to Bristol Parkway will also be electrified.  
Chippenham currently has the only station in the Wiltshire Unitary Authority area that will 
be served by the electrified lines. 
 
Network Rail has emphasised that there is no serious alternative to the use of 25kv (ac) 
overhead line equipment (OLE) for the electrification. Third rail (750v dc) is obsolete and 
inefficient, is unsuitable for operation of trains in excess of 100 mph and does not conform 
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to European or UK main line inter-operability standards.  There will be an increase in the use 
of electric traction for freight as well as for passenger trains.  Not least among the many 
schemes that the government has approved, is the construction of a south-north high-
capacity ‘electric spine’ along existing lines from Southampton, on the GW main line from 
Reading to Didcot & through Oxford to the Midlands to link with electric lines to the north.  
 
Suggestions have been made in connection with the line through Bath World Heritage Site 
that there might be breaks in the electrified lines through the most sensitive sections. 
Network Rail categorically stated that this would be a non-starter. It would require the 
universal use of bi-mode electric/diesel traction trains which are heavier, more expensive in 
capital and operating costs and cause greater track wear than pure electric trains. (Details of 
orders placed for the trains for the GWML are given later in this article). Network Rail will 
seek to minimise the visual impact of the overhead and associated infrastructure and will 
take account of views expressed and suggestions made during the full programme of public 
consultation that they plan to have with towns and parishes along the line of route.   
 
Initiatives in 2010 and earlier to seek World Heritage Site designation for the Great Western 
Main Line failed to obtain government support but since then there has been a 
comprehensive appraisal of structures along the line. Network Rail’s advisers Alan Baxter & 
Associates worked closely with English Heritage to produce a Route Structures Gazetteer 
(published in April 2012) to provide a baseline for assessment of the significance of every 
railway structure and building along the GWML.   The outcome of the review was that 35 
more structures have been listed, one has been modified and seven existing listings have 
been upgraded to better reflect their significance.  This exercise has ensured that, in 
advance of electrification, all heritage assets deserving protection have been identified and 
can be appropriately managed during the project.   
 
River Avon Viaduct.  Newly listed Grade II. Visible 
from Sutton Lane between Langley Burrell and 
Sutton Benger. A Brunel-designed river crossing 
consisting of five low spans: three 40 ft. semi-
elliptical arches flanked by 15 ft. semi-circular 
flood arches. Red brick with extensive refacing, 
but otherwise this is one the least altered Brunel 
viaducts on the GWML.  

 
Green Overbridge (as viewed from Cocklebury 
Lane Bridge). Newly listed Grade II.  A 
particularly handsome variant of the standard 
Brunel triple-arched overbridge, built to a 
contract of June 1839. The central arch is clearly 
built to a width to accommodate dual GWR 7ft ¼ 
in broad gauge track. Many bridges on the line 
have been refaced with later materials or 
widened but the west side visible here is largely 

as built with Bath stone ashlar. This structure is only for footpath and farm access. Current 
indications are that the track will be lowered beneath the bridge. 
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Chippenham Station. The entrance and 
attached platform canopies are Grade II 
listed (1978). The original station was 
built in 1841 to an Italianate design 
(similar in style to the listed building – 
‘Brunel’s site office’ - in the station 
forecourt). This was too small to cope 
with traffic generated by the new line to 
Weymouth and was replaced by the 
current structure designed under 
Brunel’s direction by JH Bertram and 

built by Rowland Brotherhood in 1856-58. The canopies were installed c1899 probably to 
replace an all-over roof. The station building, incorporating the booking office, is clad in fine 
Bath stone ashlar.  
 
New Road Viaduct (Western Arches). Listed 
Grade II*.  A Brunel designed viaduct, opened 
in 1841, widened in 1857 and later refaced 
extensively (‘unforgivingly’) in standard red 
and purple GWR brick presumably because 
the original Bath stone was of poor quality. 
One of the notable monuments on the Great 
Western Railway and the beginning of the 
Roman styled section of the line.  It still 
makes a classical gateway to the town, and is 
a structure of considerable importance in the 
local townscape. 
 

Bath Road Underbridge. An impressive and 
well preserved underbridge designed by 
Brunel for the Bath turnpike (A4), and 
therefore with larger dimensions and 
greater architectural presence than the 
normal underbridges on the route. A single 
semi-elliptical arch faced with Bath stone 
ashlar, dating from c. 1840-41. The 
excessive tree growth on the embankment 
currently prevents views from both west 
and east of crossing trains. 

 
Network Rail employs Atkins as consultants to provide independent assessments of the 
environmental impact of the GWML electrification.  Atkins stated that there will be a 
moderate adverse effect on the character of Chippenham Station.  Although in need of 
some repair and maintenance, it is easy to observe the station largely as it was constructed 
in the mid-to-late 19th century. The canopies are generally unaltered. Chippenham Station’s 
setting would be altered by the installation of the overhead line equipment, masts and 
cables, distracting from views of the surviving historic elements of the structure.  An 
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associated initiative by Network Rail is a Masterplan they are developing for Chippenham 
Station to ensure that capacity and layout is adequate to handle a forecast increase of 40% 
in the number of passengers using the station over the next ten years. Representatives of 
the team responsible for this project provided a short presentation at Chippenham Town 
Hall in early September to the Town Council’s Chief Executive, the local Wiltshire Councillor 
and the Chairman of Chippenham Vision.  It was generally welcomed that continuing 
dialogue on this would be helpful to ensure co-ordination with the Chippenham Town 
Centre Masterplan and the Langley Park redevelopment especially in terms of facilitating 
the creation of better links across the railway into the centre of the town. 
 
Many bridges and tunnels on the line will have to be modified to provide increased 
clearances for the overhead wires.  Bridges will either have to be raised or the track 
lowered, or in some cases they will be demolished and then, unless they are considered 
redundant, reconstructed or replaced by new structures.  Track lowering, which will be 
applied in tunnels as well as being an option for bridges, is far from straightforward – the 
profile of the lines approximately 1.5km either side of such bridges will require modification.  
Re-profiling and track lowering could increase the risk of formation of puddles beneath the 
bridges. Whichever method is employed, road closures will often be required but there are 
plans for the installation of temporary bailey bridges at three locations, including Cocklebury 
Road Bridge. It is not the intention of this article to venture into the detailed arrangements 
for the construction phase but Network Rail stated that it will avoid clustering of work 
(concurrent work on neighbouring structures) to ensure that diversionary routes are not 
compromised. West of Chippenham the bridge at Notton Lane is due to be reconstructed 
between May and August 2014 and that at Thingley Road between April and August 2014, 
while parapets will be increased to some 3.5m on several bridges to conform to 
requirements over lines equipped with overhead wires. Network Rail will manage the visual 
impact of this – the preferred option is to use a ‘steeple’ design to top the parapets. They 
will aim for consistency of treatment throughout the GWML. Residents close to the line will 
be given 6 months’ notice of planned work.  
 
Substantial vegetation clearance will be required within track-side boundaries. All woody 
plants and trees that are located within 6.6m of the outside rail on both sides of the track 
will be removed. This will clearly impact on flora and fauna although it could improve the 
visibility of some heritage structures. Clearance work on the line in Chippenham is planned 
for January-February 2015.  
 
Containerised electricity supply equipment will be installed along the line. New technology 
will be employed for electricity supply which will, compared with earlier schemes, drastically 
reduce the number of electricity feeder stations (essentially transformers to convert the 
national grid supply to 25,000 volts). There will be just three along the GWML. One will be 
based at Thingley on the sidings to the north of the main line. This will be fed through wires 
that will run along the railway line from the National Grid node at Melksham. Construction 
works at Thingley will take some eleven months. Switching stations will be installed at 
intervals along the line, in Wiltshire at Wootton Bassett and  Christian Malford (on the line 
via Chippenham) and Little Somerford and Hullavington (both on the direct line to Wales). 
There will inevitably be some disruption to train services and disturbance to those who live 
near the line.  However, a new ‘factory train’ known as the High Output Plant System has 
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been delivered from Germany which incorporates the latest technology to substantially 
reduce the time taken to prepare foundations and install masts and overhead wires and it 
will allow train services safely to continue operating on the adjacent track without closing 
the whole line.  It will also reduce the amount of access required by contractors’ road 
vehicles to the track-side. Residents with property next to the railway will be given early 
warning by Network Rail of impending construction work on the railway.  
 
The Trains  
 
I diverge briefly from the construction programme to refer to high-speed rolling stock plans 
for the Great Western. The new trains are to be procured through the IEP (Intercity Express 
Programme), a private-public partnership scheme initiated by the Department for 
Transport.  The programme will also be supplying similar trains for the East Coast Main Line. 
They will be built by Hitachi at a new factory in Newton Aycliffe, County Durham.  There will 
be two types of train: an order was placed in 2012 for 21 nine-car electric and 36 five-car bi-
mode trains (369 carriages) for use on Great Western routes.   It is the intention to operate 
the electric trains over the fully electrified lines (to Bristol and Swansea) and the heavier and 
less economical bi-mode (electric and diesel) trains to destinations involving travel from 
Paddington but which go beyond the electrified lines including Oxford to Hereford and 
Swindon to Cheltenham. Further orders may follow to replace the remainder of the High 
Speed Trains to the West of England.  They are due to enter service in 2017. The train 
operator will be determined through the process to replace the current First Great Western 
franchise which runs to 2016. Network Rail states that electric services to Bristol via 
Chippenham will commence in May 2017 although this would appear to depend on the 
delivery of the new trains which commences in 2017.  
 
Planning Issues 
 
Network Rail is entitled to implement the electrification scheme using its Permitted 
Development Rights under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) Order 1995, as amended.  Planning Consent could be required for permanent 
works that extend beyond the existing railway. Listed Building Consent will still be required 
for works that require physical change to Listed Buildings. There is also a requirement to 
obtain Prior Approval Consents from the various planning authorities where work extends 
onto, or affects, public highways.  
 
There are other projects underway including the re-modelling of Reading Station (where 
trains currently lose a lot of time waiting for platform space) and re-signalling throughout 
the GWML (concentrating control at Didcot). We need to protect the Great Western legacy 
but I think that Brunel would be pleased to see that his railway is moving with the times and 
would have approved of the investment that is being made in the future of the line.  
 
 
 



150th Issue Special Edition 
 

28 
 

BOOK REVIEW         John Lloyd 
 
History needs a context. Pictorial illustrations, and especially photographs, have always been 
a great help and this is amply demonstrated in Mike Stone's latest book about Chippenham 
'Through Time'. 
 
By juxta-positioning old archive pictures with recent photographs taken from the same 
viewpoint (as shown below) and adding scholarly commentary, Mike (well known to Civic 
Society members) has served us well. 
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Sepia gives way to colour on every page and in between are short passages full of fascinating 
material from a lifetime's study of our town.  Not his first, this is possibly Mike Stone's best 
book about Chippenham. Don Little (also an active member of the Society) is acknowledged 
as having loaned most of the illustrations, so between them the two have given us a book that 
is sure to delight all who live or work in the town. 
  
CHIPPENHAM Through Time by Mike Stone 
 
Amberley Publishing ISBN 978 1 4456 0913 3 
£14.99 (or £9.60 from amazon.co.uk) 
 
 

 



150th Issue Special Edition 
 

30 
 

PLANNING - A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 
 

Starbucks Coffee Shop, Market Place, 13/03733/FUL 
Application for change of use from A1/A3 to A1.  The notice on the window indicates 
another charity shop – Julian House, Bath. 
 
Hygrade Factory site 13/01714/CAC 
Permission has been given to demolish all the structures on both sides of this site in a 
Conservation area (CAC). 
 
Queens Crescent School 13/03467/FUL 
The school has applied for permission to install a wooden shelter with side panels and all 
weather surfacing. 
 
36, The Market Place 13/03000/LBC 
Application for permission to change the use of the ground floor from A1 to A2 use. 
 
Britannia Building Society 13/03188/ADV 
Britannia has applied for permission to install an external, illuminated fascia sign as well as 
an internal projecting sign. This is in a Conservation area and we were pleased to see a 
similar request on 29 High Street was refused. 
 
Burlands Road 13/03595/CAC 
Application for permission to demolish a garage and construct a town house in the 
Conservation area. 
 
War Memorial 13/0021/LBC 
Permission has been given to clean and do minor restoration work. 
 
Comet store at Bumpers Farm 13/02840/VAR 
 Permission granted on variation to planning conditions 1 and 2. Wiltshire Council has eased 
these conditions to allow B & M Retail to take it over. They are a fast growing “variety” shop 
selling soft furnishings, food, toiletries, toys, non fashion clothing,  electricals etc – a bit of 
an out of town Wilkinsons.   
 
Proposed Skate Board Park 
The Chippenham Area Board agreed the recommendation of the Task Group that a skate 
board park should be sited in Monkton Park next to the Olympiad. The Civic Society had 
concerns about the process that had been followed to reach this decision and argued in a 
submission to the Task Group that more than one option should have been evaluated. Despite 
this the overwhelming view of the Area Board was to agree the Monkton Park 
recommendation. The next stage is that a planning application will be submitted. The Civic 
Society will examine this application most thoroughly and reserves its position for the 
moment. 
 
Lifts at Chippenham Railway Station 
This application has been delayed while Network Rail has made revised proposals about the 
paint colour scheme so that it blends in better with the station. It was due to be determined at 
the North Wiltshire Planning Committee on October 23rd. 
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2013/14 
 
Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting at 
7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 
Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. Entrance is free for members and there is a charge 
of £2 for non members and visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks and has proved popular, so 
please participate.  If you could help with this, volunteers would be appreciated. 
 
November 19th  
Melissa Barnett returns to talk about Chippenham Museum Past, Present & Future 
 
December 17th  
Annual Christmas Event: Tommy Atkins ‘Christmas on the Home Front and in the 
Trenches’.  This should be a memorable evening as there will be an authentic 
reconstruction of a trench and a selection of food which would have been eaten at 
the time will be served. Tickets at £5 each will be on sale at the November 
meeting and after that at the Museum (ask for Jewels) 
 
January 21 
Andrew Skelton, Learning and Outreach Officer, Chippenham Museum and Heritage 
Centre, will talk about The Suffragette Movement and Chippenham 
 
For the full programme for 2014 please find the card enclosed with this Bulletin. If 
this card is missing contact Roger Backway (details on page 2). 
 
Suggestions for talks for the future are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or 
any committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £11 per year per household (£6 
per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, Chippenham Community and Visitor Centre or 
download one from the website www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Town Hall, 
Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. Copies can be 
purchased from the Museum and Heritage Centre and from the membership 
secretary, Roger Backway (contact details on page 2) 
 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 31 December 2013 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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