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From the Editor 

 
The Civic Society has been busy since the last issue of the Bulletin in August.  We 

had an amazing response to the Heritage Open Day which you can read about on 

page 12.  If anyone has ideas for next year please forward suggestions to any of the 

committee.  The opening of the revamped Neeld Community and Arts Centre by Mel 

Giedroyc from Bake Off (see photo on page 6) was a memorable occasion and the 

new venue will be a great asset to Chippenham. 

 

I know it is only November but Christmas will soon be upon us with all its activities 

and preparation.  Mike Stone has yet again arranged something exciting and 

different in December so don’t forget to buy your tickets for our Christmas Event.  

This will be ‘An Audience with Jane Austen’ presented by Kim Hicks on Tuesday 8 

December.  Full details can be found on page 23. 

Bulletin editor contact details: 
 
Prue Backway      
The Beeches       
Old Hardenhuish Lane 
Chippenham      
SN14 6HH       
Tel:  01249 658697  
prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk     
 
CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or 
the Civic Society. 
 

 Programme 2016 
Please find enclosed with this issue the programme card for 2016.  As usual Mike 

Stone has compiled an interesting and varied selection of talks as well as an exciting 

event to celebrate next Christmas.  We hope that you will renew your subscription 

(see renewal form enclosed and note in Membership Matters) so that you can enjoy 

a full year of Buttercross Bulletins and all our social activities. 

 

The Bulletin is an important part of the Civic Society and the 4 issues per year come 

free with your membership subscription so are a tangible benefit throughout the year.  

Please give us your continuing support through the renewal of your subscription.   

 

You might even consider giving membership to the society as a Christmas present – 

a gift that lasts throughout the year! 

 
 

mailto:prue@backway.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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Writing History as it Happens – the Changing Face of the Chippenham 

Gazette & Herald                                                                        Dr Kay Taylor 

 

I have always been interested in social and local history, especially the development of 

individual communities; how they function; the self-help groups that cater for the needs of 

the locals – from providing support for new mums and their babies through to social 

gatherings for the over 60s; and the way they cope with external pressures such as those from 

unwanted housing developments etc. Newspapers provide a wonderful resource for the 

minutiae of town and village life so I jumped at the chance to be part of the process of writing 

history ‘as it happens’ by becoming the Sutton Benger village correspondent for the Gazette 

& Herald.  

 

In June 1984 the outgoing correspondent, Chris Shepherd, put my name forward as her 

replacement and the Gazette’s then editor, John Mayhew, asked me to submit a sample piece 

reporting on a village event before visiting me for an informal interview. We agreed that I 

would write the village news for three months and then review how it was going. My first 

report was about a fire in the field to the south of the village and it made it to the front page 

on 9 July 1984 – the only time I have ever made the front page. At that time the newspaper 

was a broadsheet with different editions for each of the market towns, Chippenham, 

Malmesbury, Wootton Bassett, Marlborough, and so on, with each edition serving the 

villages in its main town’s hinterland. Initially the community news pages contained nine 

columns, but this soon reduced to eight columns, which made it easier to read. 

 

The Gazette supplied off-cuts of newsprint paper for 

my reports and I was also provided with carbon 

paper so I could keep a copy - in case anyone later 

queried what I had written. My early reports were 

written on my husband’s old portable typewriter.  

The deadline for each Thursday’s edition was noon 

on the Tuesday so I was able to write up any 

weekend events and catch the first post on Monday 

morning – having been supplied with priority, 

addressed 

envelopes and 

first class 

stamps. I 

would walk 

my children to 

the primary school and then stroll on to the village post 

office, which made a pleasant start to my week. 

 

Over the years there have been a considerable number 

of changes to the Gazette and the way in which I 

submit my reports. The paper changed from broadsheet to tabloid size with six columns on 

the community news pages; the number of editions reduced so each covers more towns, 

resulting in more villages competing for space on the community news pages; and the 

deadline for community news copy was moved forward to noon on Monday, then to noon on 

Friday, and a few years ago to 9am on the preceding Thursday. The wider use of emails 

means that copy can be sent directly to the Gazette’s sub-editor, although this was still a 

cumbersome process in the days of dial-up, before broadband speeded up the system. Since I 
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now have an electronic copy of every report, the carbon paper and portable typewriter have 

themselves been consigned to history. The greater use of digital photography has seen less 

visits by staff photographers to cover local events and more amateur photos being used. 

 

When I started as the village correspondent I used to regularly check the village noticeboard 

for details of forthcoming events and spent time getting to know the secretaries of the various 

groups to ensure I was kept informed of their activities. Nowadays most villagers know 

where to find me and I receive the bulk my information by email. In my early reports I was 

encouraged to give a mention to local people, especially children, as families love seeing 

their names in print. Greater public sensitivities and worries over child protection has seen a 

reversal of this, with permission having to be gained from parents before pictures of children 

can be included. 

 

My role at the Gazette has led to some interesting additional activities and I have had the 

pleasure of working with the local schoolchildren on two occasions. The first was in 1986 

when the BBC launched its project to survey every community in England to create a modern 

version of the 1086 Domesday Book. The school acquired one of the ‘state of the art’ BBC 

computers and we had great fun researching the village and inputting all the data. This is now 

available on-line as Domesday Reloaded. The second occasion was when the village primary 

school was invited to compile their own page of news in one edition of the Gazette. I gave the 

class tips on how to research for news items and how to write their reports. I then took four of 

the children to look around the Devizes offices and to meet editorial staff, where they 

watched them layout the page ready for printing. The resulting page appeared on December 

6, 1990 and I was presented with a framed copy at a school assembly.  

 

I have seen many changes of staff at the Gazette over the years, having worked under three 

different editors and numerous sub-editors. The changing trends in accessing news and the 

financial climate led to the closure of the Chippenham office and then to the main offices in 

Devizes, but there is still a place for community news in the modern world. 

 

Life for me has changed over the 31 years too. My children have grown-up and both left 

home when they went to university. Encouraged by my daughter I also embarked on a 

full-time university degree, gaining a first in History from UWE. I continued as a part-time 

post-graduate student and gained my PhD in History in 2006, at the age of 54. I served as a 

parish councillor for 25 years, standing down at the elections in May 2013 and I am still a 

trustee of a local charity that I rediscovered during the course of researching the village 

history in 1988. I have written and published three local history books and helped to edit two 

others. Alongside my role as the Gazette’s village correspondent I have also contributed the 

Sutton Benger news to the joint monthly newsletter for the parishes in the Draycot Benefice 

since 1984. 

 

I am now a grandmother and officially an OAP, drawing my pension, but I still enjoy writing 

and can’t see a time when I won’t be putting pen to paper – or rather fingers to the keyboard. 

 

 

 
The Masthead today 
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PLANNING – A ROUND UP OF RECENT NEWS 

 
15/06467/FUL Wedmore Farm. Pewsham  
Chippenham Town Council applied for permission to construct a fishing lake, ponds, 
football pitch and car parking on this land. There has been some discussion about 
flooding in the area. We wondered why this development couldn’t include a 
skateboard park.  
 
15/08320 M&S, Bath Road  
There has been an application to vary the planning conditions to allow food to be 
sold in Unit 1 only. The original conditions said no food. The Civic Society has 
objected to the change of use (what is the point in drawing up guide lines when they 
can be changed so easily) and stated that we would like to see this shop in the town. 
 
5/07367/FUL Emery House, Emery Gate  
Permission has been given to change the ground floor flat into a 
Hairdressers/Beauty Salon 
 
15/09171/FUL 1a Burlands Road  
Permission has been given to build a 1 bed town house in the space now occupied 
by 2 garages. This looks to be a design which fits in with the houses nearby. 
 
15/09186/PNCOU West End Club  
This is for a change of use from offices to 3 flats on the first floor. There is already 1 
flat on this level. 
 
15/08689/FUL 202, London Road  
Plans for a new detached house on the corner of the way into Hardens Mead, in the 
garden of no. 202, have been submitted. 
 
15/07180/LBC The Town Hall  
Members will have noticed work going on here, it all sounds very exciting and should 
be a great asset to the town.                                                                                            

 
This follows the opening of the 
revamped Neeld Community 
and Arts Centre with its 
retractable tiered seating, 
alterations to the bar area, wc’s 
and redecoration.  Photo left 
shows Mel Giedroyc cutting the 
cake at the opening ceremony 
(courtesy of the Gazette & 
Herald). 
 
The main reception area and 
exhibition space should be 
completed before Christmas. 
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15/08994/FUL 22, Hardenhuish Lane  
This is a plan to replace the existing bungalow with a modern 2 storey house which 
would appear to be an improvement to the area. This is opposite the church, near 
the car park, so an important site. 
 
15/06657/ADV 41, Market Place (The Old Post Office)  
There are various plans to modify this important building which occupies a prominent 
position in the Market Place. It is believed that accountants Mander Duffill are 
moving there from St Mary Street. 
 

 15/09470/DEM Bridge Centre To Be Demolished & Bath Road Development 
Consultation Event     
As part of the programme to redevelop the Bridge Centre/Bath Road Car Park site, 
Wiltshire Council has submitted a planning application for the demolition of the 

Bridge Centre (pictured 
left). The derelict 
building is an eyesore 
and its demolition is 
welcome. At the same 
time Wiltshire Council 
convened a public 
consultation at the Town 
Hall on Tuesday 20th 
October where 
members of the public 
and local organisations 
were invited to give their 
views on what form of 
development was 
appropriate for the site.   

 
The Civic Society was present but was very disappointed to discover that the 
consultation did not have any significant input from Wiltshire Council.  The event was 
advertised as an opportunity to "comment on three options that the Council was 
considering as the basis for a design brief".  In the event there was no mention of the 
three options and all that transpired was Wiltshire Council seeking the views of those 
present on what they would like to see.  We are also disappointed that since the 
contract with ING Chippenham was terminated in November 2014 very little seems 
to have happened and Wiltshire Council appears to be dragging its feet.  At the very 
least we feel that the Council should have engaged some town planning consultants 
to provide some schematics and possible solutions for the site.  It would have 
enabled much more informed comments and suggestions to be made. 
 
Let us hope that the Council now proceed in taking their responsibility seriously for 
developing this important site.  Although some consultation is welcome, it needs to 
be done in a structured way against a series of suggested options. The Council 
cannot abrogate its responsibility for leading on this important site.  Perhaps the 
Chippenham BID also needs to be more involved? 
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FAMILY FORTUNES          Tony Townsend 

 

From the Archives – 20 years ago.  Recalling an article that appeared in the Buttercross 

Bulletin November 1995 

 

Standing beneath the solid roofing of the newly restored 

Buttercross or Buttery as it was referred to in my 

childhood, I recalled many memories of my paternal 

grandfather, Albert John Townsend and his vivid tales of 

business life and public service in Chippenham. 

 

He was a grocer and baker by trade although he dabbled 

in numerous other ventures.  Living and trading in 4 The 

Causeway he was a Freeman of the Borough, an 

Alderman and twice Mayor during 1903/04 and 1915/16.  

 

For some years he was chairman of Colbourne’s or 

Freeman’s Charity and together with the old Borough 

Lands Committee supported the former Secondary 

Grammar School or Technical School in Cocklebury 

Road 

 

 

In the meantime I would like to recall anther ancestor William ‘Dobber’ Townsend.  He was 

a butcher trading in the area known as the Long Shambles until it was burnt down in the 

middle of the 19
th

 century.  The butchers subsequently transferred their stalls to the 

Buttercross until in its turn was demolished in 1889.  Poor William had a sad end – it is 

recorded in the family bible that he pricked his finger on a rose thorn, then went straight to 

butchering, only to develop lockjaw from which he died shortly after. 

 

Returning to my grandfather Albert, I recall an episode in his life which could have had tragic 

consequences.  As a young man, in order to diversify his business interests, he purchased the 

entire brick yard which was situated on the London Road towards Calne.  Complete with clay 

pits and kilns, Albert employed a skilled brick maker and a boy.  In the course of time he 

secured a large local authority contract to make thousands of bricks which duly produced and 

beautifully stacked.  An official was sent to inspect the bricks and disaster struck.  All the 

bricks had been made to the wrong dimensions and not as specified in the contract.  On 

hearing the news, grandfather galloped along London Road in a pony and trap.  In his fury he 

gave the brick maker a thorough beating and threw him in the pond. He then drove straight to 

the police station to report that he had just killed a man.  Meanwhile however, the brick 

maker had dragged himself from the pond having survived the ordeal.  Albert was almost 

ruined by the amount of compensation he had to pay to the victim in order to keep the affair 

from the courts.  With such a vast quantity of bricks of the wrong size to dispose of 

grandfather sold them at a knock down price to a local builder, Albert Bush, who used them 

to build the terrace houses in Ashfield Road and Hawthorn Road. 

 

After getting his finances back in order, grandfather married Emily Dolman and raised 5 

daughters and 6 sons, one of whom was my father also named William Townsend.  My uncle 

Albert George Townsend followed in grandfather’s footsteps and became Mayor of 

Chippenham in 1932/33. Uncle David was a butcher and his shop in Marshfield Road was 



9 

 

eventually demolished to provide the extension for the West End Club.  Auntie Geraldine, or 

Gee as she was affectionately known married Dr Arnold Platt who wrote a history of 

Chippenham published in 1947.  Five of grandfather’s sons volunteered for duty in the First 

World War, the sixth being too young.  Thankfully all returned safely but my father was 

wounded. 

 

Another business venture of my grandfather Albert was the purchase of a small farm situated 

within the boundary of the old Chippenham Borough.  Complete with cow sheds, diary, 

stabling, implement sheds, rick yard, pig sty, chicken house and a 4 acre paddock the farm 

was located on what is now the premises of Flower & Son, Metal Merchants and was known 

as Bulls Hill Farm.  The present photographic studio on the site was the farmhouse.  

Grandfather eventually sold the farm to my father William when he returned from service in 

the Great War.  Father built up a business as a dairy farmer, milking his own small herd of 

cows and stabling his 3 milk round horses at the farm.  As his round grew larger hr could not 

produce enough supplies of milk from his own resources and had to purchase additional 

quantities of milk from Wiltshire Farmers Depot.  This was situated in Cocklebury Road 

where the telephone exchange and car park now stand. 

 

My grandfather and several sons were all Freemen of the Borough which enabled my father 

to use Westmead and Englands for grazing both cows and horses.  Each Freeman was entitled 

to grazing rights for 6 cows and 2 horses.  When I lived at 6 the Causeway I also took up my 

grazing rights and well remember the ceremony when I registered, paid my fees and swore 

allegiance to the Crown in the Town Clerk’s office.  I also received an annual payment of £5 

for the sale of grass at Westmead for making hay.  This was by public auction and notices 

advertising the sale together with notices giving dates and times of the annual stocking of the 

Borough Lands were published by law and one curious place a notice was displayed was at 

the town cemetery.  My father eventually sold Bulls Hill Farm to George Flower and moved 

to Pewsham where he continued farming for many years.  On retiring he sold his land which 

ultimately became part of the Pewsham estate. 

  
 

  
Membership matters 

 

 Welcome to our new members: Chris Grabowski, Marlene Pearce &  
Arthur Hayes and Jeremy Comerford all from Chippenham 

 
 Current members are encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to join.  

All editions of the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the membership fee.  
A good way to find out about Chippenham past and present.   See more 
details on p 23 

 
 The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic  PDF version  - please 

let us know at chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 Please note that membership is due for renewal by 31 December – 
the form is enclosed with this Bulletin. Speedy return is appreciated.  

If your form is missing contact Marilyn Stone. 

mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Still Seeking Saxon Chippenham                                        Clive Green  

 
In 2014, we failed to find any traces of Saxon Chippenham in Marc Allum and Lisa 
Lloyd's front garden, so this summer we tried excavating at the back of their house.  

 

 
Mike Stone and Clive Green hard at work 

 
The first thing we found when we removed the turf and topsoil was a layer of gravel 
and small stones that had been put down in the 1970s as a surface for car parking. 
Below that were layers of material containing a large amount of domestic pottery 
(medieval through to modern china), butchered animal bone and building material. 
The large age range of this material showed that there had been a lot of disturbance 
of the occupation debris which had built up in this area from the C16th/C17th 
onwards. At the south end of the trench a C20th drainage pipe was also uncovered. 
 
At the other end was something far more interesting, a limestone mortar surface, 
beneath which were a number of large pieces of limestone that appeared to be part 
of a foundation. When we extended the trench to expose more of this surface we 
found that it was penetrated by two roughly square postholes and a beam slot that 
would have formed part of a building. When excavated, the two postholes and beam 
slot all stopped at the level of a hard, second surface of limestone mortar pressed 
into a heavy clay layer; this was clearly the construction horizon of the building. 
 
What sort of building and how big was it? Well, from two postholes and one beam 
slot it is not really possible to tell; however, this style of construction was common 
from the C15th to the C17th. Indeed, we can infer from the postholes that the size of 
the vertical timbers used were the same as many of those used in the construction of 
the C15th Yelde Hall; they also have the same spacing between them as the Hall's.  
 
The datable material found within the postholes and beam slot, clay pipe and pottery 
fragments, was of early C17th date, but that material would only have been 
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deposited once the timbers were removed or rotted away, presumably at some point 
in the C17th. So, the building could be much older and possibly contemporary with 
the Yelde Hall for instance, although we have no definitive evidence to prove this. 
 
Excavating alongside the drainage pipe revealed that the layers began sloping away 
steeply to the south and that at least one attempt to level out the ground had been 
made during the medieval period. Why were the layers dipping? It seems unlikely 
that it is due to the underlying natural geology, which would mean that the material 
was either slumping into a large pit (unlikely, but not impossible) or (more likely) into 
a ditch. But, was it just a small medieval boundary ditch or perhaps something larger, 
such as the sought after Saxon Burg ditch? Unfortunately, we ran out of time and it 
was not safe to dig deeper in our narrow trench, so we will have to try to explore this 
next year, when we will be “Seeking Saxon Chippenham” yet again!! 
 
************************************************************************************************ 

 
WANTED - NEW EDITOR FOR BUTTERCROSS BULLETIN 

 
After 8 years as editor I am standing down at the March 2016 AGM.  As mentioned 
at the last AGM I feel it is time for a new pair of hands to takeover with a fresh 
insight. With two young grandchildren in Kent and London my priorities have had to 
change! 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is an important voice of the Civic Society. Much enjoyed by 
its members, it enables those who do not regularly attend meetings to be kept 
informed on Chippenham - past, present and future. Our members are not just in 
Chippenham but throughout the UK as well as abroad. We circulate the Bulletin to 
local councils, library, local newspaper and other influential groups, ensuring our 
voice is heard and often acted upon. 
 
My task as editor is to produce 4 Bulletins per year. This involves receiving 
contributions mainly by email, sometimes hard copy or other media and assembling 
them into the Bulletin using existing templates for front and back cover and Microsoft 
Word for the content.  Photographs are an important part of the Bulletin and these 
are in jpg format. They sometimes need to be trimmed or resized. Some knowledge 
of IT is therefore required but not beyond a basic proficiency in Word and jpg picture 
management.  Once I have edited and proof read the Bulletin I take it to Digiprint for 
printing. Geoff Barrett collects and arranges the distribution.  You can see from the 
above very little actual writing is required as there is a regular flow of contribution - it 
is mainly editing, arranging, proof reading and a bit of patience!  
 
If you think you might be willing to give it a try, please contact me by phone, email or 
at one of our meetings. We can then meet over a cup of coffee to discuss.  I will 
produce the February 2016 Bulletin and, of course, can provide help and advice with 
the May 2016 Bulletin. Full handover and any required training will be provided. 
 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you are willing to consider taking 
over this important Civic Society publication.                             Prue Backway 
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Heritage Open Day 2015 – No 2 Victoria Place 

 
On 12th September 2015, as part of the 2015 Heritage Open Days Initiative, Jack 
Konynenburg and his wife Jan Morgan kindly opened their home for viewing.  No 2 
Victoria Place is a modernist house built in the 21st century (see background in the 
article in the August 2015 issue of the Buttercross Bulletin) containing collections of 
many unusual items from the 50s and 60s.  As you turn into the drive, the house sits 
at the bottom of a slope and is most eye-catching with its blue front and glass 
panels.   This is the house that people can see whilst walking along Gladstone Road 
and often wonder about.  Now was our chance to find out. 

Jack was well prepared with a display board outside the front door showing the old 
site where the house now stands and some information about its construction.  
There was also a seat beside the front door beneath the overhang of the first floor 
which was a convenient and comfortable place to sit and wait at busy times.  Luckily 
people arrived in stages throughout the day and the queue never became too long. 

Jack showed people round in guided tours, starting on the ground floor with the 
bedrooms and a special, period English Rose kitchen made from aero-grade 
aluminium, which was used to produce the nose cones of Spitfires during the 
Second World War.   

 

A spiral staircase led up to the sitting room (see above) of this fascinating upside 
down house where a lovely view across towards St Andrew’s Church can be seen.  
This is where the collections are held, and there is a remarkable array of pictures, 
china, mechanical toys including robots and much else besides, including a working 
Juke Box.  A fuller description can be found in the recent issue of Country Life (23 
September 2015) and on a recent BBC programme called Collectaholics in which 
Jack and Jan and their home were featured.  Jack then handed over the group to the 
upstairs guide, either Jan or their friend and helper, Dave Purton who was largely 
responsible for the construction of the house.  Dave was very informative about the 



13 

 

design and building methods and explained about the spectacular wooden beams 
supporting the roof.  

The event was very well supported with about 77 visitors coming to see the house. 
Jack says he gave 23 tours during the day and remained his cheerful and delightful 
self throughout.   This was a very successful event and many thanks again are due 
to all involved.  

 
************************************************************************************************ 

 
Chippenham Then and Now 

 
This exhibition at the Museum (see poster on back page) was another Heritage 
Open Day activity sponsored by the Museum, Chippenham & District Artists, the 
Civic Society and Hardenhuish School 
 
Members of Chippenham & District Artists chose old photos of Chippenham, 
provided by the Museum, and then painted their own interpretation of the modern 
scene.  These paintings of Chippenham today were then displayed alongside the 
historic photos in the Gallery at the Museum in the Market Square, Chippenham. The 
exhibition carried on throughout October.   
 
As part of this exhibition, there was a display of the photos and paintings by pupils 
from Hardenhuish School.  Students from the school took part in this project over the 
school holidays and the best entries were chosen to be exhibited in the Museum. A 
private view was attended by the Town Mayor David Powell where he presented 
certificates to the students.  The museum curator Melissa Barnett said “the children’s 
work is excellent and shows great skill and imagination, we were delighted to be 
work with the school on this project” 
 

 
 

Some of the art by Hardenhuish School students 
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THE ANGEL AND THE CAD - THE FASCINATING STORY 

OF DRAYCOT CERNE AND LADY CATHERINE LONG                                                      
 

Roger Backway reveals the story and discovers two books on the subject. 

 

At the age of sixteen, Catherine Tylney Long became the wealthiest heiress in England, and 

the public found their 'angel'. Witty, wealthy and beautiful, Catherine was the most eligible of 

young ladies and was courted by royalty but, ignoring the warnings of her closest 

confidantes, she married for love. Her choice of husband was the charming but feckless 

dandy William Wellesley Pole, nephew of the Duke of Wellington. 

 

The pair excited the public's interest on an unprecedented scale with gossip columns 

reporting every detail of their magnificent home in Wanstead, where they hosted glittering 

royal fetes, dinners and parties. But their happiness was short-lived; just a decade later 

William had frittered away Catherine's inheritance and the couple were forced to flee into 

exile. As they travelled across Europe, they became embroiled in a series of scandals that 

shocked the public and culminated in a landmark court case. 

Now this riches to rags story has been brought to life in a recently published biography. 

Meticulously researched, The Angel and the Cad by Geraldine Roberts and published by 

Macmillan in 2015 is a gripping and tragic tale of love and drama that twists and turns until 

the final page.  

The significance of the story is that it all started at Draycot Cerne in the large stately home of 

the Long family. Alas little now remains of the house (pictured below) demolished in the 

1950s after it was used for housing US servicemen in World War 2.  
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This was only part of the fascinating story of Draycot House and the Long family that came 

to life at the recent Heritage Open Days. I had never been to Draycot Cerne which is a small 

hamlet between Kington Langley and Sutton Benger. Intrigued to see that the church was 

open, I decided to visit. Coming through the lodge gate on the Sutton Benger road, a long 

drive crosses a substantial lake to reach the church which is in an idyllic setting surrounded 

by trees, parkland and with a large farmhouse beyond.  

Entering the church there are impressive 

monuments to the Long family.  

There was an interesting display of photographs 

of Draycot House in its heyday and the guide 

informed me that after its use in World War 2 it 

was in such a dilapidated state that it was 

demolished and the estate sold off.  

All that remains are the church, a few foundations 

of the house, the lake and the farmhouse building 

which was constructed using much of the 

stonework from the demolished house.  

The Long family also owned Wanstead Park 

which was a vast Palladian house in Essex (also 

demolished but the grounds of which is a public 

park) and Athelhampton in Dorset (still extant). 

We were also informed that there was a huge fire 

in the 1950s in the Dower House located in 

Seagry and the last of the family Lady Glentoran 

tragically died.                                                                                                       

(Right) Medieval Brass of the Long family in the church 

Draycot House and the Long family figure quite a bit in Kilvert's Diaries and there is also 

another book specifically on the history of Draycot House entitled Hand of Fate - The 

History of the Longs, Wellesleys and the Draycot Estate in Wiltshire by Tim Couzens. This 

book is out of print and difficult to obtain but is held for reference only at the Wiltshire and 

Swindon History Centre. 

My visit certainly wetted my appetite to learn more about this fascinating place. Perhaps it 

would make a good talk on the future Civic Society programme? 
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Unity & Loyalty Chippenham’s First World War Red Cross/VAD Hospital 

1915-19 
 

Melissa Barnett, Curator, Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre explains the Exhibition 

at the Yelde Hall from November 5
th

 2015 

 

 

 

 

During WW1 the people of Chippenham turned their town hall into a Red Cross Hospital. 

Few had medical training but, with hard work, skill and dedication, the town ensured 

the recovery of most of the convalescing soldiers in their 

care. After five years, when the war finally ended, life 

for some would never be the same again.  People “did 

their bit’ for the hospital in whatever way they could, be 

it by full time service as a hospital nurse, or by spending 

a few hours a week knitting socks for the wounded, 

cooking or by taking in laundry. This spontaneous and 

genuine support reflected the town’s motto; ‘Unity and 

Loyalty’. The ‘unity’ of the town at its time of greatest 

need and the ‘loyalty’ of its people to their Country and 

to the men who fought and were wounded on the 

battlefields .   

 

Volunteers and staff at the museum have spent three 

years researching the history of Chippenham’s Red 

Cross Hospital .Using original sources, interviews with 

Chippenham Town Hall with nurses and patients c1915 
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family members and documents written at the time, the exhibition will focus on the people 

who worked and helped at the hospital and will ensure that they are not forgotten. 

The Home Front 1914 

 

Loyalty Ward, Neeld Hall c 1915 

At the outbreak of War in 1914 the provision of hospital services was very different to what it 

is today. There was no National Health Service and hospitals were provided locally by 

voluntary subscription, although often with council support. Chippenham had two such 

hospitals, the Cottage Hospital on London Road and Frogwell Isolation Hospital (the 

building, later St Andrew’s Hospital on Bath Road, still being a workhouse at that time).  

The army did have its own hospitals, many in and around the Salisbury Plain area, but the 

flow of casualties from the various theatres of war soon overwhelmed the existing military 

and civilian medical facilities. There was an urgent need for extra beds and many local 

authorities and private individuals put buildings forward such as town halls or country houses 

to be used as convalescent homes or hospitals. 

In Chippenham the idea of using the Town Hall as a hospital came from Mrs L H Marshall, 

Commandant of the local VAD Branch. Mrs Marshall had first asked for the Town Hall to be 

set up as a hospital in the event of war in July 1914, a request that had been granted by the 

Town Council only because they thought the idea of a War so improbable that it was unlikely 

to be required! 

When Chippenham VAD was mobilised in September 1915, plans were immediately put in 

place to convert the Town Hall to an Auxiliary War Hospital. The necessary alteration work 

was carried out by F W Hulbert and Co, builders, and on 5
th

 November 1915 three wards 

opened to accommodate 40 patients. In 1916 the hospital was extended to the Neeld Hall, 

which opened to patients in July 1916, bringing the provision to 104 beds.  
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Of the two larger wards, the Neeld Hall was 

named ‘Loyalty’ and the Town Hall ‘Unity’, 

after the motto on the Town Crest. The two 

smaller wards were named ‘Evelyn’ and 

‘Geoffrey’, after Commandant Wilson’s two 

sons who had been killed in action. The 

Memorial window to them can be seen (pictured 

left) in St Andrew’s Church. 

By the time the hospital closed on 8
th

 April 

1919, 1,872 patients had been treated at a total 

cost of over £16,000 (£600,000 today). This was 

funded jointly by the Army and by public 

contribution. The Halls were rented out by the 

Council at a cost of £88 per year and the 

renovations cost £500. The average cost for 

maintenance and administration, per patient per 

day was 3s. 9.61d. Other equipment such as 

materials, blankets or food for the patients, were 

donated by local people. 

Chippenham Town Hall was not the only 

Auxiliary War Hospital in the area; both Calne 

and Corsham Town Halls were used, along with 

Bowood House and Draycot Cerne House. 

Nursing at the hospital  

 

Nurses at the Chippenham VAD Red Cross Hospital c 1915 

In 1909 the Government had given the British Red Cross Society the role of providing 

supplementary aid to the Territorial Forces Medical Service in the event of war. In order to 

provide trained personnel for this task, county branches of the British Red Cross Society 

linked with members of the Order of St John of Jerusalem in organised units called 

Voluntary Aid Detachments. All voluntary Aid Detachment members, who came to be 

known simply as VADs, were trained in First Aid. 
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Unity Ward, Town Hall c 1915 

The 6 Wiltshire VAD was established in Chippenham in 1910 by Mrs L H Marshall, who 

became Commandant, the first president being Lady Neeld. Mrs Marshall was succeeded as 

Commandant by Mrs Long who was followed by Mrs Wilson, wife of the local medical 

officer.  

VADs, who initially were mostly middle-class women eager to help the war effort, performed 

a variety of duties. The organisation administered auxiliary hospitals and convalescent homes 

and carried out general nursing duties, administering first aid when needed and often worked 

alongside qualified nurses.  

Before the outbreak of war some V.A.D. Nurses would do a short course to gain a certificate. 

Qualified nurses had three 

years training and soon 

became suspicious of the 

short VAD courses. 

Inevitably quarrels broke 

out and from time to time 

there was open conflict. 

However as war broke out 

and more and more nurses 

were needed it was soon 

realised that professionals 

and amateurs needed to 

work together for the mutual 

benefit. Chippenham was no 

exception. 

Drawing dedicated to Nurse Hart from an autograph book in the museum collection 1916Wa1916d 

 

 

 

Unity Ward, Town Hall 

C 1915 

Unity Ward, Town Hall 

C 1915 
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           The hospital and the town 

          At the outbreak of the First World War, local Red 

          Cross working parties formed across the country.  

          They arranged the supply of balaclavas, socks, shirts  

          and blankets for soldiers at the front.  The   

          working  parties also made essential hospital    

          equipment such as bandages, splints, swabs and  

          pyjamas. Work depots were established in every  

          major town to collate and despatch clothing and  

          equipment from these groups. 

 

          When, in November 1915, the Chippenham Red Cross  

          hospital opened, the local work parties increased their  

          efforts. Their members helped with the hospital’s  

          laundry and repaired bedding and clothing.   

 

          Running the hospital was expensive, by the end of the    

          war costs had risen to over £16,000. Much of the cost  

          was raised locally. Churches and chapels in the town  

          and surrounding villages donated their Sunday  

          collection and concerts were held to raise funds.     

          Equally welcome were the regular gifts of eggs, fruit,  

          cakes and vegetables.  The photo, left, shows a nurse  

          delivering cakes to the hospital.   

 

Although the majority of the VADs at the hospital were women, a men’s detachment had 

been formed. Under the leadership of Frank Read, a fitter working at Saxby and Farmer, the 

men were employed as orderlies, stretcher bearers, ambulance drivers and engineers.  One of 

the members, Mr Burridge, owned the local motor works and he would provide cars to collect 

walking patients from the railway station.    

Others gave what little they could. Fifty year old Henry Gardner, of Lower Stanton, was 

disabled having lost a leg. Unable to work he and his wife depended on poor relief.  

Throughout the war he volunteered his services, driving his pony and cart twice a week to 

Chippenham, collecting and returning the laundry from the hospital. His wife Maria helped 

by distributing the dirty linen to the ladies of the village for washing.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Red Cross Service record for Henry Gardner 1916-19 

Red Cross Service record for Henry Gardner 1916-19 Ward Town Hall 

C 1915 
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From frontline to recovery 

 

 
 

       Sister Ethel Vicborne with patients in their ‘hospital blue’ uniform outside the Cattle Market, Chippenham c1915Ward 
                                                                                                                                                                     
Following injury on the frontline the wounded were initially treated at a nearby Casualty 

Clearing Station. They would then be transported back to Britain to a military hospital such 

as Frenchay in Bristol.  

 

Once their wounds were treated the soldiers were 

despatched to convalesce in an Auxiliary hospital. 

Chippenham was of this type. Many would then be 

returned to the frontline. For others, their military 

career was over. Men suffered appalling injuries. In 

many cases recovery was more than just physical. 

Emotional recovery was seen as an important part of 

their time at Chippenham. To help, the nursing staff 

and members of the local community found time to 

put on plays and entertainment. The photo, right, 

shows nurses and patients in a play on the Neeld Hall stage c1915. 

 

The townsfolk also welcomed the soldiers into their homes. George White, a Solicitor, who 

lived in the High Street, opened his gardens and bowling green to the men during the 

summer. There would also be entertainment at the Sports Club. Even Colonel Neeld helped to 

keep up the moral of the men. He would often be seen at the hospital and regularly invited the 

men to his home at Grittleton.  It was said “his good nature and friendliness was always 

welcomed”. 

 

In total 1,872 patients were nursed at the hospital. Only two deaths were recorded, both from 

pneumonia. One was a Canadian soldier, Pte Raymond Stubbart, who was serving with an 

Army Service Corps unit billeted in Cocklebury Road. In addition 4 nurses died during 

course of service; Muriel Belcher, died 30th September 1914 – from complications after an 
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appendectomy operation. Doris Rooke, died 14th October 1918 and her sister Ellen Rooke, 

16th October 1918, aged 17 and 20 respectively, from pneumonia after influenza. Mrs A 

Stevens died, 30th November 1918 from the same illness. 

 

We hope that this exhibition will be a fitting memorial for all those who lived and died at the 

hospital 100 years ago. 
 

 

Open Studio 2015 

 
Bob and Jennifer Rudd warmly invite you to come and see our paintings at our 

‘Open Studio Weekend’. It will be a bit different this year as we are having it on 

Saturday, Sunday and Monday (rather than Friday, Saturday and Sunday).  The 

dates are: 

 

Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th and Monday 7th December from 11 am to 7 pm 
 

38 The Causeway, Chippenham 

 

You are very welcome to call in for a chat and a festive drink and to see some of 

our work, please tell anyone who may be interested.  Many of the paintings will be 

on the website nearer the time. 

 

 

 
 

Lyn Idwal, Snowdonia 

 

www.bobrudd.com  and www.jenniferrudd.com 

 

http://www.bobrudd.com/
http://www.jenniferrudd.com/
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME 2015/16 
 
Unless otherwise stated all events are in the Rotary Hall, Station Hill starting at 
7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 
Your support would be greatly appreciated. Don't forget that prospective new 
members are always welcome. There will be a charge of £2 for non members and 
visitors.  This will be refunded if you join on the night* 
 
We offer tea and coffee at our monthly meetings for a nominal charge.  This gives 
members a greater opportunity to socialise after the talks - if you could help with this, 
volunteers would be appreciated. 
 
November 17th 
Stanley Abbey.  Dr Graeme Brown will describe the history of this monument and its 
relationship with Chippenham. 
 
December 8th  
Annual Christmas Event.  Kim Hicks will introduce ‘An Audience with Jane 
Austen’.   
 
Tickets at £6 each (to include festive refreshments) will be on sale at the November 
17th meeting and after that at the Museum (ask for Elaine). 
 
2016  
January 19th  
Chippenham Architecture through Pevsner's Eyes.  Julian Orbach will give the 
lecture at the Joint Civic Society meeting with the Victoria County History 
Chippenham Appeal.  Please note that this will be at the Town Hall.  Tickets for 
non members will be available at the Museum. 
 
Suggestions for future talks are always welcome – please let Mike Stone (or any 
committee member) have your ideas. 
 
* Not a member but would like to join?  It costs £12 per year per household (£7 
per student) to include 10 talks per year and 4 issues of the Buttercross Bulletin. Pick 
up a form from the Museum, the Library or download one from the website 
www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buttercross Bulletin is distributed free to all members including corporate 
members, other relevant organisations such as Chippenham Library, Chippenham 
Town Council, Borough Lands, Wiltshire Gazette & Herald and Wiltshire Council. 
Copies can be purchased from the membership secretary, Marilyn Stone (contact 
details on page 2). 

Deadline for contributions for the next issue 
 31 December 2015 

 

http://www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk/
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The eye catching poster for the recent exhibition - see page 13 


