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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the November edition of the Buttercross Bulletin.  
 
The nights are drawing in, there is a definite chill in the air and Christmas cards are in 
the shops, yes winter is on its way. However you can dispel any winter blues with this 
latest packed edition of the Buttercross. In this issue Dr Robert Blackburn gives a 
summary of the recent talk by the Most Hon. Marquess of Lansdowne and Clive Green 
talks about Seeking Saxon Chippenham, the excavations that took place in the summer. 
Also we have a new feature, Letters to the Editor, where I share some of the emails and 
messages I have received recently.                  
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Bulletin and wish you all a peaceful festive session. 
 
Bulletin Editor contact details 
 
Elaine Davis      
11 Parkfields       
Chippenham      
SN15 1NX  
Tel: 01249 445945     
elaine2archive@hotmail.com  
  
Please contact me if you have any suggestions for items of interest relating to 
Chippenham, past or present, contributions of articles or photos or have any comments 
that you wish to make. 
 

Deadline for contributions to the February edition is 31 December. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHIPPENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 
www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

Like us on facebook /ChippenhamCivicSociety 
 
 
Disclaimer 
Chippenham Civic Society cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
unsolicited photographs or manuscripts or any errors of fact. The views expressed by 
contributors to the Buttercross Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Civic Society. 

 

 

The Bulletin can be sent via email as an electronic PDF version - please 
let us know via the website at www.chippenhamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

mailto:elaine2archive@hotmail.com
mailto:chippenhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor  
 
As Editor I have really enjoyed reading the wonderful emails and messages that I have 
received over the past few months. It was suggested that a letters page would make a 
great addition to the Buttercross Bulletin and a great way to share these letters with 
everyone, I hope you agree.  
 
Jersey Cattle 4 Chippenham Calf 1   

 

On holiday in Jersey recently my wife and I were walking down the street in St Helier 
when we came across this sculpture of a herd of Jersey cattle. The photo below shows 
the impressive set of beasts whilst the plaque describes the reason for the sculpture 
and reads La Vaque de Jerri by John Mckenna, A tribute to the Island breed and a 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the world Jersey Cattle Bureau. 

 
 

 
 

Perhaps Chippenham can add to its calf in due course and 
make it more of a match. 
 
Roger Backway (sculpture and football fan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter from America  

 
I am a native of Chippenham, grew up in the 1930s and 40s.I was associated for all my 
childhood with Cocklebury Farm, worked there during WWII and wrote a book about the 
farm, published in the 1980s. Though I've lived in the USA since 1946, I come back 
every year. Chippenham is still very dear to my heart.  
 
My grandfather, (G.H. Williams the Vet for forty years) and the Hathaways lived next 
door to each other in Langley Road, the Vet: group now occupies the Hathaway abode;   
I knew the family very well. I recall about 1932, George Hathaway produced his carpet 
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sweeper, which he brought over to my grandparent's house to show them.  My parents 
and I were there at the time, and the sweeper was duly examined.  On the way home, 
my father said he thought George was mad to launch a new sweeper when electric 
vacuum cleaners were beginning to get popular (my parents had recently bought a 
Hoover), and predicted the sales for the sweeper would be poor. And so they were!  
 
The pill boxes, as is mentioned three built at Cocklebury Farm, one was on the north 
side of the old Calne railway line where it crossed the river at Black bridge.  My father 
was one of the original LDV officers and in the 1940 June-July period several nights he 
was called out to a false invasion alarm. This was all very worrisome for me and my 
mother, seeing him leave with his 12 bore shotgun and a bag of cartridges, the former 
during those days stayed assembled outside its case, though not loaded.  To the best of 
my knowledge, unless one owned a gun, no-one whether officer or man had a weapon, 
there just weren't any to be had.   John Toogood, a 17 year old schoolboy waiting to join 
the Royal Marines was in the LDV then and he told me a few years ago they practiced 
with wooden rifles when on 'manoeuvres' at Pewsham or Cocklebury. 
 
(Avis Wilson author a Forgotten Harvest and Forgotten labourer) 

 
An example of the Hathaway carpet sweeper on display 
Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please keep sending me your comments and observations 
either by email to elaine2archive@hotmail.com or via 
Chippenham Museum. 

 

 
Membership matters 
 
Welcome to our new members:   
 
Mrs Lyn Crabtree, Mrs Maureen Townsend and Mr Henry Hoppe 

 
If you are stuck for that special present this Christmas why 
not give a year’s Civic Society membership. All editions of 
the Buttercross Bulletin are included in the fee and would 
make an ideal present for anyone interested in finding out 
about Chippenham past and present. 

 
 
 

If you use social Media don’t forget to like us on Facebook 
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Planning Matters Roundup October 2016             Jennifer Rudd 
                                                                                                   

1 16/09277/OUT 
 Land at Patterdown Road 
  
Outline permission for up to 72 dwellings, open space, access etc.  At this stage only 
the access is to be decided. 
 
2 16/06772/FUL     16/07356/LBC 
 Pheasant Inn, Bath Road, Chippenham 
 
Permission to construct a 16 bed hotel with a link to the public house, which is a listed 
building. 
 
3 16/06388/FUL 
 9, Hardenhuish Lane, Chippenham 
 
Permission to demolish the existing bungalow and replace it with a new dwelling. This 
would be a 2 storey building. 
 
4 16/08479/OUT 
 9, London Road, Chippenham 
 
Outline permission for the development of 12 flats. This site is on the corner of the 
roundabout from the London Road to Ave La Fleche. This is at a very early stage as far 
as the plans are concerned but needs to be watched carefully. There is a lot of concern 
about parking but potentially this is an area that could be developed. 
 
5 16/09208/FUL 
 Chequers Yard, Lowden 
 
Permission to develop this area by demolishing the existing buildings and building 5 
new dwellings. 
 
6 16/0971/FUL 
 Queens Crescent School. 
 
Replace the temporary classroom with a permanent building. 
 
7 16/09742/LBC 
 The Angel Hotel 
  
Cleaning and restoration work to be carried out to the entrance portico on the front of 
the building. 
 
If you have concerns about any of these applications do look them up on the 
Wiltshire Council website and express your views. 
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The Evolution of Bowood House and Estate Since 1945 

Illustrated talk by the Most Hon. the Marquess of Lansdowne 
            Dr Robert Blackburn 

 
The 14th Joint Annual Civic Society lecture (in conjunction with the Friends of St 
Andrew’s) was held in St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham, 21 June 2016 by kind 
permission of the Vicar, the Rev. Rod Key, and in the presence of the Mayor of 
Chippenham , Cllr Terry Gibson , and Mrs Gibson. Lord Lansdowne was introduced by  
Mike Stone, Chair of the Civic Society. 

 
Bowood Park was once part of the 
Royal Forest of Chippenham. Today, 
it is part of the Historic Houses 
Association (the HHA), which markets 
itself separately, outside the National 
Trust and English Heritage. Lord 
Lansdowne said that he regarded 
himself as the custodian of Bowood, 
not just the owner. He had been in 
this role since 1972, when his father, 
the 8th Marquess, born in 1912, 
retired to Perthshire when he turned 
60. During the 44 years since, there 
have been many challenges and 
anxieties, as well as pleasures, and 
the purpose of this talk was to outline 
some of these, offering a picture of 

the development of the Bowood Estate over the decades since the Second World War.  

 
Lord Lansdowne showed a map of the Bowood Estate as it was in 1900. At that time, it 
consisted of 12,000 acres, including most of the town of Calne. Today, in 2016, the 
estate’s acreage has fallen to 4,000, mostly agriculture, let for farming. An 1851 
watercolour by George Kennedy of Bowood House and Terraces showed clearly how 
the Big House, begun in 1725 for the Bridgeman family, dominated everything. It had 
been completed in the 1750s by the first Earl of Shelburne, the new owner from 1754. 
The architect was Henry Keene (1726-1776) who added an impressive portico on the 
south front as well as a service suite behind the house. There had been a smaller 
structure, known as the Little House, separate from the Big House, but these were 
joined together by a large drawing room in the 1760s, designed by Robert Adam (1728-
1792) the leading interior designer of his day, and architect of such outstanding 
buildings as the South Front at Kedleston Hall in Derbyshire, based on the Arch of 
Constantine in Rome. At Bowood, Robert Adam and his brother also designed the fine 
Orangery wing, known as the Diocletian Orangery, as a way of screening the service 
courtyards. This Orangery has served in its time as a conservatory, then as a First 
World War military hospital, and during the 1939-45 war as schoolrooms. This same 
Orangery is now an impressive Art Gallery, for the display of the Lansdowne collection 
of paintings, drawings and sculptures. 
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The contents of the Big 
House were dispersed 
before 1939, and Lord 
Lansdowne remembers it 
from his childhood as an 
echoing space. During 
the Second World War it 
was occupied first by 
Westonbirt School, then 
by the RAF.  Its condition 
deteriorated, and when 
Lord Lansdowne was a 
child, in the years after 
1945, he ran about the 
flagged floors of an empty 

house, which was sadly full 
of dry rot. The eventual, 

reluctant decision of the 8th Marquess to demolish the Big House, because of its poor 
condition, altered the whole balance of the building complex at Bowood. He hesitated, 
but eventually in 1955 the demolition took place. This was photographed at the time, 
and the great portico was left standing to the end, the last piece of the Big House to go.  
An attempt was made to dispose of the complete frontage, including the portico, but 
sadly, no one was interested.  Many of the roof urns from the Big House were bought by 
George Flower, a local scrap-dealer in Chippenham, and the complete dining room was 
dismantled, to become the board room for Lloyds of London. Parts of the structure of 
the Big House, including whole rooms, went to buyers from all over the world. The Little 
House was converted into a more comfortable home. New planning controls went 
through Parliament in 1965 which would have made it impossible after that date for the 
8th Marquess to order the demolition of a Grade One historic monument such as the 
Bowood Big House. Many fine country houses were lost in the 1945-55 period because 
they were not in a good state, and the owners simply could not afford to keep up their 
maintenance. A 1957 photograph showed a wall built round the site of the former Big 
House, which is now laid to lawn. 

 
Lord Lansdowne’s mother Barbara Dempsey Chase (1918-1965), an American, felt that 
she could not live easily without a swimming pool. In 1956, one was at last installed, 
along with a tennis court, an important physical landmark for the family. The Earl of 
Shelburne (as the present 9th Marquess was at the time) and his then wife Frances 
moved into the East Wing in 1972, the year the 8th Marquess retired to his home in 
Perthshire, where he lived until his death in 1999, aged 87. Many of the surviving 
buildings on the main site at Bowood, including the Chapel and the Clock Tower, are in 
fact 19th century. The architects who worked on Bowood were Charles Robert 
Cockerell (1788-1863) and Charles Barry (1795-1860). Barry, who built the Clock Tower 
and the Golden Gates (the park’s main entrance), is best known for designing the 
Palace of Westminster, while it was Cockerell who redesigned Bowood’s Robert Adam 
eighteenth century Library in 1821-1824 in neo-classical style.  As of 1972, the 
Lansdowne family lived in one third of the house, and the other two thirds were 
essentially derelict. 
 

The Big House at Bowood, which was demolished in 1955 
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Bowood House and Gardens were opened to the public in 1975. The conversion of the 
Gardeners’ Bothy took place in 1976. The problem from now onwards was how to raise 
capital, to ‘get the place back on its feet’, after many years of struggle and difficulties. A 
fine painting by the Spanish Baroque artist Bartolomé Esteban Murillo (1618-1682), 
Portrait of Don Justino Neve, Canon of Seville, was sold to the National Portrait Gallery 
in 1978. The next big project was the conversion of the substantial stable block in 1977-
79 into the Sculpture Gallery. This was a major undertaking. Its success can be seen to 
this day, as the origins of the building are plain to see, the windows on the south side 
were originally false though disguised by the sophisticated design. The Stables 
Restaurant and the Shop were completed in 1978-80, along with the large Sculpture 
Gallery, which utilised Robert Adam doors rescued from the Big House. This large 
Gallery, including the upper rooms, currently displays the collections of several 
generations of the Lansdowne family, particularly that of the 3rd Marquess, half-brother 
of the 2nd Marquess, who succeeded to the title in 1809. This man (1780-1863) served 
under 8 Prime Ministers, and was a friend of Queen Victoria. 
 
Outside, the Adventure 
Playground at Bowood was a 
major preoccupation from 1976 
all the way through to 1982. 
The aim was to appeal to 
children, and thus attract 
complete families to come to 
Bowood for the enjoyment of 
everyone. The ‘Death Slide’ 
was a special feature, and 
quickly became popular: some 
50,000 children a year enjoy 
this facility. Like the tree house, 
it has been built entirely with 
timber from the Estate. An 
irrigation system was 
introduced to keep vegetation fresh and attractive. The Pirate Ship was added in 1982, 
followed by the Garden Centre (with admission kiosk) in 1983, around the time when 
such garden centres were becoming fashionable around the country. At that time there 
was a restrictive Sunday Trading Law, to which the Garden Centre was an exception, 
but this law was abolished in 1988. 
 
The central area of the Estate was being farmed very intensively (the land is arable, all 
under the plough) with huge agricultural vehicles passing through regularly. Lord 
Lansdowne felt that it was not right for Bowood to continue dealing with this situation, 
and that there was a need to withdraw from intensive farming practices on the Bowood 
Estate. Unfortunately, the Garden Centre had proved to be a commercial failure. Then 
came the Great Storm of 25 January 1990 ; the big Cedar tree, 140 feet tall, fell on that 
night, and a lot of damage was done. The Lower Pavilion, built by George Kennedy in 
1951, was destroyed, and was replaced later by a small belvedere.  A large wall 
collapsed, and the staff at the time, as Lord Lansdowne recalled all too well, suffered 
great levels of stress. 
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Planning permission for a new Golf Course was applied for in 1987, and approved in 
1989. This was an even bigger project than the Stables conversion of the late 1970s. 
The Golf Course (now Bowood Hotel, Spa and Golf Club) opened in 1992; it was not an 
easy project to carry through in a Grade One park, to put it mildly, and required 
meticulous, detailed planning. 375,000 square metres of topsoil were stripped, while the 
greens and tees required 5,000 tons of stones.   692 sprinkler heads and 21,000 metres 
of pipes irrigate the tees, greens and fairways. The system uses 885 cubic metres 
(191,815 gallons) of water per day. No trees were removed in the project. Home Farm 
opened in 1990/91, and Queenwood (another former farmhouse) was converted into a 
Golf Lodge in 1993, with a new extension. The Kerry Conference Suite at the Golf Club 
followed in 1997/8 and the Soft Play Palace and Party Rooms came in 2004. 

 
Despite the impressive 
facilities of the Hotel 
and Spa, Lord 
Lansdowne confessed 
that he was not 
especially proud of the 
aesthetic appearance 
of the hotel. He felt 
that it was too white, 
like a cake, when what 
he would have 
preferred was a stone-
coloured finish. In any 
event, the Hotel and 
Spa were opened in 

2009 by the Duchess of Cornwall.  At present, Derry Hill is still under extensive 
development, with the Village Hall and Church very sought after for public and private 
social events. Tractor Ted’s Little Farm opened in 2013. New developments and 
innovations were always being considered, or were under way, and Lord Lansdowne 
stressed that it was impossible in an enterprise like Bowood to stand still; circumstances 
changed all the time. 
 

Annual staff numbers at Bowood have risen sharply in the past nine years. In 2007, 
there were 181 total staff, of whom 41 were full-time. By 2016, total staff numbers had 
increased to 238, of whom 118 were full-time, a marked change in ratio. Annual visitor 
numbers to Bowood were inevitably affected by weather, like everywhere else. The 
peak had been in 1987-8, when there had been 179,000 visitors, while the lowest figure 
was 93,000 in 2013, caused by heavy rain at peak summer visiting times. Average 
visitor figures are 125,000 per annum. On one exceptional day, there were over 6,000, 
which he regarded as far too many on the site for a single day. There were important 
tax implications for Bowood, as for all other HHA houses. ‘Heritage’ as a category runs 
at a loss, while ‘Land’ as a category is in surplus. Land profits keep the Heritage 
operation going, just, despite rising costs. But the Government has said that it will not 
allow transfer from one area or category to another, thus creating a serious 
administrative snag.  
 
 

Bowood House Hotel with Spa and Conference Centre.   
The Golf Course is nearby 

 



11 

 

Although Bowood has attracted a total of 4,543,562 visitors to date (June 2016) since 
1975, an impressive number, Lord Lansdowne suggested that in the longer term, the 
direction Bowood takes will depend on the custodians of the day, and on future social 
trends.  
 
Dr Robert Blackburn, Hon. President, Chippenham Civic Society 

            
 

 
Upcoming talks  
 
15th November - Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
Bob Clarke – Stonehenge and the Prehistory of Wiltshire 
 
Dec 13    Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start 
Christmas Event: Bill King - The Majesty and Magic of Glenn Miller 
NB: Tickets for the Christmas event will be available at this meeting and from 16 
November from the museum. 
 

17 January 2017 - Rotary Hall, Station Hill, Chippenham: 7 pm for 7.30 pm start  
Dr Alan Wadsworth - The Farm Buildings of Wiltshire:  Recording the Past for the 
Future 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowood west front and Terrace today 
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Seeking Saxon Chippenham                                   Clive Green 
 
In the late 9th century, Chippenham was one of the key locations in the West Saxons' 
struggle for survival against the invading Vikings. It is likely that its location was chosen 
with strategic and defensive considerations in mind, making good use of the meander of 
the River Avon and the plateau along the top of the promontory, which was most likely 
closed off with a bank and ditch earthwork. The near rectangular plan shape of the town 
may be a clue to the course of these defences. However, little archaeological material of 
Saxon date has been recovered from within the historic centre of the town, largely 
because nearly all of the land where such evidence might exist has either been built on 
or is beneath St Andrew's graveyard. So, when the opportunity arose in 2014 to look for 
signs of the defences and other possible Saxon remains at 15 St Mary's Street, it was 
an opportunity not to be missed. Thus, with the kind permission of its owners Marc 
Allum and Lisa Lloyd and support from Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre, 
excavations 'Seeking Saxon Chippenham' have taken place each summer for the past 
three years. 
 
The excavation in 2014 in the front garden of the property found 3 small rubbish pits 
and 3 layers of occupation, 2 with associated yard surfaces; however, no Saxon 
remains were uncovered before natural limestone geology was reached; this appeared 
to have been subject to minor quarrying activity during the medieval period, as the 
earliest stratified material comprised of Norman and other pottery dating to the late 
C11th. This was found in the occupation and other layers below the later (upper) of the 
two yard surfaces. One of the pits was found below this courtyard and had caused its 
subsidence, which was later repaired. The latest material recovered from the pit was 
part of a Tudor bone-handled iron knife, shown below following its conservation by staff 
at the Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre; this likely dates the yard itself to this period. 
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One other intriguing find was a fragment of a small mug decorated with a trellis and 
leaves and some partial lines of verse. Thus far, all attempts to trace the poet and 
origins of this verse have failed: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 2015, attention focussed on the rear garden of 
the property. The excavation identified 3 main 
archaeological features, illustrated opposite in the 
composite plan of the excavation: a modern 
services trench containing a ceramic drainage pipe; 
the foundations of a building, including 2 post holes 
and a sill beam-slot that date to the Tudor period; 
and the presence of a ditch (or possibly pit), of 
unknown size and date, sloping down to the south. 
Was this perhaps the first sign of the sought after 
Saxon ditch defences?  
 
Unfortunately, it was not possible to dig to a 
sufficient depth to establish this, and excavation had 
to cease while medieval pottery was still being 
recovered from the lowest excavated levels.  
 
 

Nevertheless, the discovery of the foundations of 
another building on the site as well as the current 
one was a pleasant surprise. The photo shows the 
post-holes and beam slot after their excavation. The 
pottery and fired clay tobacco pipe remains 
recovered from them date to the early seventeenth 
century. This material would have been deposited in 
the slot and holes after the apparent removal (and 
possible re-use) of the timber beams, there being 
no signs of organic remains from the wood in the 

deposits. Thus, the building's construction would date to sometime prior to this and its 
demolition to sometime after. The current house, once a vicarage, was modified 1717 
by Gilbertius Lake when he was the vicar. Perhaps the demolition was done by Lake as 

“..ANCE OF”  
“..CTION” 
“..h your gentle eye” 
“to do your will.” 
“..ave to sigh” 
“..ill” 

 

Post 

hole 

Foundation Stones 
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Mortar 

Surface 

Beam 

Slot 

Building 

Construction 

Horizon 

Post 

hole 

Pipe Trench 
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14 

 

part of his 'modernisation' of the property? It is interesting, in passing, to note that the 
spacing between the post-holes, which is approximately 4 feet, is the same as for many 
of the upright timbers used to build the Yelde Hall. The walls themselves would almost 
certainly have originally been made from wattle and daub and several pieces of daub, 
some of which showed signs of exposure to fire/burning, were recovered from the site. 
 
The most interesting find from 2015 was a circular, lead alloy token with a raised 'long 
cross' design and a pellet in each quarter. It is particularly large, measuring 38mm in 
diameter, and weighs 60 grams. Lead tokens had a wide variety of uses, such as for 
trade, and were often made locally. Therefore, they can be hard to date, but it could be 
as much as 700 years old or as little as 200 years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The discoveries of 2015 encouraged a return for a third year in 2016 with the primary 
aim of establishing whether the recorded slope was actually one side of the Saxon 
defensive ditch or merely from a pit or other feature and also to examine more of the 
building foundations in order to gain a better idea of its size and nature.  
 
Disappointingly, natural limestone was uncovered at a depth of approximately 1.3 
metres in the trench excavated to investigate the possible ditch seen in 2015. The 
limestone was sloping gently to the southeast, at roughly 60 degrees to the direction of 
the slope encountered last year, and we have to conclude that this feature is therefore 
likely to be due to local quarrying (signs of which were found in 2014 at the front of the 
property) or local topography and not signs of the sought after Saxon defensive ditch. 

 
Our secondary aim was successful, 
however, as the building's 
construction horizon and foundation 
layer were both present in the 
second trench. There were also 
three post-holes aligned at right-
angles to the ones found in 2015. 
One of these was elongated, 
sloping at one side and very close 
to a second one (see opposite). 
This was likely to be for a rising 
brace, similar to those that may be 
seen in the Yelde Hall's walls. 
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Most interesting finds of 2016 were several fragments of a late 18th century, hand-
painted porcelain cup, a late 17th century clay tobacco pipe bowl made by John Howell 
of Rode in Somerset, and the leg of a medieval pottery tripod cooking pot, made at 
Minety. 
 

 
 
 
So, 2016 was only a partial success. More has been discovered about the building in 
Marc and Lisa's garden, but Chippenham's Saxon defences remain elusive and the 
Seeking Saxon Chippenham Project will now have to search elsewhere if it is to find 
evidence of their existence.  
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Pewsham WI Remember the Fallen of Chippenham  
                                                                             Jenny Don Kelly  
 

Most people in Chippenham know about our town War Memorial and many are aware of 

other memorials in churches, schools etc. commemorating our war dead.  However, 

many people do not realise that we also have a very large War Memorial in the shape of 

the Pewsham housing estate on the Eastern side of town. 

Thirty nine of the streets in Pewsham are named after young men who died in service of 

our country during the two World Wars and whose names are on the War memorial in 

the Market Place. 

Pewsham WI decided to try to make more people aware of this and have made posters 

showing poppies and the names, date of death and age where known of the 53 men 

who are commemorated in this way.   

These posters will be attached to the relevant street names for a week or so around 

Remembrance Day this year, and we hope that people will take the time to stop and 

look at them and reflect on the sacrifices these men made to allow us to live our lives in 

relative peace. 

Why not take a walk around Pewsham and see how many of the 39 posters you can 

spot. 

There is more information about these young men on the internet at http://www.pro-

patria.co.uk/pewsham.htm or call in at the museum in the Market Place where you can 

find books on the subject and some very helpful, friendly and knowledgeable staff. 

 

One of the posters, remembering Henry 
and Sydney Morse which will be placed 
around the Pewsham estate. 

http://www.pro-patria.co.uk/pewsham.htm
http://www.pro-patria.co.uk/pewsham.htm
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Bridge Centre Memories - Part 2                                              Rob Catt 
 
Edited by Mike Stone 
 
In the August edition of the Buttercross Bulletin we featured the first part of ‘Bridge 
Centre Memories’, where member Rob Catt told of the local bus service run by the 
centre in the 70s. In this second part of Rob’s memories we learn about the background 
and beginning of the Bridge Centre. 
 
Background 
 
I applied for the post of Youth and Community Warden at the Bridge Centre in 1968.  
Previously I had been a professional youth leader for eight years and that was preceded 
by voluntary work with four years as part time employed youth leader. Initially I was 
employed by Surrey County Council who had provided me with appropriate training.  
 
The Second World War had resulted in the decimation of the male population and it was 
necessary to provide support for families coping with this loss. In 1944 the government 
Green Paper, the Youth Service and the Albemarle Report, made recommendations 
that involved the recruitment and training of people to become professional youth 
workers. Crash training courses were offered and buildings were provided in many of 
the towns across the nation to cope with the situation. 
 
In Chippenham, two buildings became available that were originally designed and built 
for the Army. One was the NAFFI building and the other the Territorial Army site. There 
was some debate as to which should be the new Police Station and which should be the 
new Youth and Community Centre. The Territorial Army Centre became the latter.  
 
The County Youth and Community Officer, Andrew Aldridge, was part of a growing 
number of people who felt that the provision for young adults, from fourteen to twenty 
one years, should be extended to the general public. This attitude was a direct response 
to the 'Generation Gap' that had developed through the sixties and as the building was 
so large it was capable of providing for young adults and for older potential users. 
Having been taken over by Wiltshire County Council to establish this service, it was 
renamed the Bridge Centre.  
 
The Building  
 
I was invited to visit the building prior to my interview. The red brick built part of the 
property had a main hall with a parquet floor but was open at one end to enable heavy 
lorries and army vehicles to enter. Entrance was through a large shuttered doorway. 
The shuttered drop door was of considerable weight and used a rack and pinion system 
to wind it up and to let it down. 
 
Off to one side of the hall was a store room and on the other a large bar area behind 
which was a billiard room. The end of the hall gave access to a suite of offices and the 
toilets. Also on the ground floor was the Chippenham Army Cadet Force wing. The 
central heating boiler room was an annex at the rear of the building.  A brick built pill 
box was at the access point to a large concreted area used for parking, under which 
was a storage tank for fuel dispensed through a petrol pump. The first floor had two self-
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contained flats and a series of rooms of various sizes. There was access to a balcony 
overlooking the hall. From here officers would take the salute. Another room contained 
a sliding wall which created two rooms each with their own access. The outbuildings 
comprised a series of sheet metal sheds large enough to take tanks and a brick built 
rifle range which was licensed for up to .22 ammunition. These building surrounded a 
large concreted area suitable for many parked cars. There were two very small patches 
of grass.  
  
Arrival in Wiltshire  
 
I was appointed on the first of May. For the first week I was based in County Hall in 
Trowbridge. Here I was given many folders of information concerning the development 
of the project and the policy behind it. I was also given a tour of the County Hall with 
particular emphasis on offices and officers who might be helpful.  
 
Miss Marjory Rapson was deputy county officer for the new youth and community 
service. She was a great source of contacts, information and support. The existing 
caretaker had been employed until the official takeover of the property was finalised. He 
was a mine of information. Locally, I made contact with local youth groups and, 
especially, the remnants of the two youth clubs meeting in a converted Nissen hut in 
Dallas Road which passed for a Youth Centre until I arrived.  
 
For the next two months some of the older young people helped to prepare the Bridge  
Centre for use. The building and been empty for some time and the caretaker did little 
other than basic maintenance. As a result, teams of young people and I spent some 
time washing and cleaning. The passageway floors were covered with thick wax polish. 
The plastic floor tiles could hardly be recognised. Using wallpaper scrapers to scrape 
away the years congealed polish of, the floor could be properly cleaned again.  
 
The County Council modified the property by replacing the shuttered entrance to the 
hall with a glass wall with a standard doorway. They also installed a dummy kitchen in 
the billiard room which was shuttered off when not in use. This facility was provided by 
the Social Services department. Staff from the Dallas Road site were transferred to the 
Bridge Centre, notably the caretaker, Tom Morrisey, who proved to be invaluable, and 
Arthur Wilson who was the Youth Club leader. 
 
Arthur was also the town Registrar so his background knowledge of the town was also 
very useful. We all became good friends. Tom had two part time cleaners to help him 
and Arthur looked forward to using the new premises with the promise of more 
leadership help. Two further part time leaders were sought and trained and a number of 
the senior members of the Youth Club also became valued helper members of the 
team.  
 
Some clubs were transferred to the new facilities; a luncheon club for the elderly, a 
Women's Institute group and two separate youth clubs catering for the same age group 
but on different evenings. The Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme group were 
absorbed into the youth club which met every evening from Monday to Friday. The 
youth archery group was abandoned as the new premises were unsuitable for this 
activity. I also inherited some groups already using the building. A wing of the Centre 
was committed to the Army Cadet Force and the Chippenham Pistol and Rifle Club 



19 

 

were to be the only other users of the rifle range. But with all these conditions there was 
still a lot of space for this new project.  
 
The district Youth Officer was provided with office accommodation for her and her 
secretary. She brought a wealth of experience too. The Social Services had negotiated 
for the installation of an assessment kitchen which enabled disabled people to discover 
how to modify their homes so that kitchen equipment could be installed there at the 
appropriate height.  
  
Opening Day  
 
The Bridge Centre opened for business on 1st July with a teenager's dance. Music was 
provided by a local rock group and the youngsters flocked to the Centre, some out of 
curiosity and others just to enjoy themselves. Adults connected to the project turned up 
in support and that was just as well because the Youth Officer wanted the volume of the 
band turned down. The adults told her not to interfere. The youngsters couldn't hear her 
anyway and I adopted a 'deaf ear'.  
 
The opening night was a great success and youngsters arrived each evening thereafter 
to join in the Bridge Centre Youth Club, run as a social club and open from Monday to 
Friday. In this informal atmosphere the interests and wishes of the members could be 
identified and acted upon wherever possible.  In the first few months the Bridge Centre 
started to develop a style. The two independent youth groups merged and became the 
hub of the Bridge Centre Youth Club. They had access to table tennis, darts and 
billiards. A record player with the latest pop records was available in the coffee bar but 
many youngsters just wanted to talk with me. I tried very hard to make myself available 
to them as often as possible. Some young adults, realising the potential, asked if they 
could transfer their canoe club to the centre. There was plenty of space for the canoes 
to be stored in the outbuildings. The first of many youth activity groups was born. That 
was closely followed by requests to have space for band practice from local pop groups. 
We adopted three.  
 
Then there were the other special activity groups. I made it known that any new activity 
group that wanted a home base could approach the Centre. As a result a great number 
of disparate activities were tried out. Some were successful and others were not, but the  
Centre gained the reputation of being helpful and supportive to new groups. Soon there 
was a weekly Judo Club and a Citizen's Band Radio group; also a model Railway Club 
which was supported by a local engineering factory, and a tape recording group that 
quickly developed into a drama group. Some groups just grew out of common interest, 
but most of these, valuable at the time, were short lived.  
 
 
In Part 3 Rob's account will continue with further extracts covering living at the centre, 
youth exchanges and the youth amenity fund.  Mike Stone 
 
 
Do you have any memories of any of the groups mentioned in Robs account? 
Please get in touch we would love to hear about them. Editor  
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Museum News                                   Curator Melissa Barnett 
 
Exhibitions  
 

Costume! Drama!! Thrills!!! 
Chippenham and the Festival of 
Britain 
October 3 2016 to March 2017 
Free entry 
 
In the aftermath of the Second World 
War the everyday life of the British 
public was drastically altered. 
Crippled by debt and rationing still in 
place, “A Tonic for the Nation” was 
urgently required. In 1951, the 
Festival of Britain emerged, bringing 
a new found optimism to the country: 
a much needed riot of colour in a 
drab post-war world.  
 
2016 marks the 65th anniversary of 

the Festival of Britain. To celebrate this occasion the museum’s latest exhibition will 
explore the activities and events held by the town in 1951 as part of the national 
celebrations. 
  

 

Events 
 
Brave New World: How the 
Festival of Britain Changed our 
Lives 
Thursday 17 November, 6.30pm 
 
Join Marc Allum, BBC Antiques 
Roadshow Specialist, as he takes a 
look at how the 1951 Festival of 
Britain had an uplifting and highly 
constructive effect on Post-War 
Britain 
 
The talk will be held at Chippenham 
Museum. Free entry, but booking 
recommended, please contact the 
museum to reserve a place 
 
 
 

James-Bignell-Photography 
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The Yelde Hall Unwrapped - Remedial and Restoration Work                                                                  
Part 2                                                                          Elaine Davis  
 

In April work began on Chippenham’s iconic Yelde Hall to identify and then rectify the 

problems that have led to plaster coming away from the front elevation. In the August 

edition of the Buttercross Bulletin we followed the team from Wiltshire based Heritage 

Restoration, led by experienced restoration lime worker Francis Stacey, as they 

prepared to restore the Grade 1 listed structure. Now in the second part of the article we 

see how the building is returned to its former glory. 

One of the problems the team had identified was the dense packing of sheep wool, 

added in a previous programme of restoration to provide the building with insulation. 

This had restricted the amount of plaster pushed in and behind the lath meaning that it 

could not form the necessary ‘nibs’. In order to reduce the amount of wool it had been 

necessary to remove the entire lath on the front elevation.   

 

The first restoration job was the replacement of the lath. Each piece was cut to size in 

situ and nailed in place leaving about a fingers width gap between each. Once complete 

the ‘scratch coat’ (the first of three coats of plaster) was applied. Using a float the 

plaster was pressed in and behind the lath to ensure the successful formation of the 

nibs which would act as key to help the mortar to adhere. The coat was scratched after 

application and as the weather was warm it was kept damp for a few days to stop it 

drying too quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 



22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second coat is called the ‘devils coat’. A wooden float with nail points projecting 

about 2mm from each corner, known as devils float is passed over the surface to give a 

key for the third, finish coat.  

The final stage of the work was the repainting of the building both inside and out. Much 

consideration was given to the colour. Previous renovations had painted the building 

white which, when combined with the tared timber frame, gave a classic black and white 

look. This traditional view of medieval buildings however does not reflect what must 

have been the reality of the time. Oak would not have been stained, but would have 

retained its natural colour and the walls would have reflected the colour of the local clay, 

generally a pink colour, rather than a white.  

With the tar having been removed from the timbers of the Yelde Hall, revealing a depth 

of colour, discussions with the local conservation officer led to the decision to move 

away from a white finish.  

In addition to the timber and external front elevation, the work on the Yelde hall offered 

the opportunity to assess the 

condition of the town crest, 

situated above the side porch. 

The crest was placed on the 

gable, over the council chamber, 

during extensive repairs in 1776 

by John Scott, who was bailiff at 

the time. Scott was a prominent 

clothier of the town and marked 

his contribution with the inclusion 

of his initials and the date above 

the crest.  
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The crest is a combination of the coat of arms of 
two prominent Chippenham families. The left hand 
side or Sinister side (on the right as you look at it) 
are the arms of the Husēe (or Hussey) family, Lords 
of the Manor of Rowden from 1290 to 1392. Their 
name in old French meant ‘booted’ and the arms 
are a play on their name, showing three boots with 
spurs.  
 
The right hand side or Dexter side (on the left as 
you look at it) are the arms of the Gascelyn family.  
They lived at Sheldon Manor, and were Lords of the 
Manor of Chippenham from 1250 to 1424. In 
heraldic terminology their arms are described as “a 
golden field surmounted by ten billets azure and a 
labels gules”. The rectangles are the “billets”, azure 
coming from their blue colour and the border across 
the top the “labels” with gules coming from its red 
colour 1. The present motto ‘Unity and Loyalty’ and 
the tree were added later. 
 
In June, Jane Davies a specialist in paint 
conservation, collected samples from the crest for 
analysis. She found that the crest had undergone 
numerous programmes of repainting. The multiple layers of paint generally copied the 
colour pallet of the previous layer, indicating that over time there had been little to no 
change in the colour scheme. In her report Jane concluded ‘Repainting the coat of arms 
would continue a longstanding tradition which has evidently taken place quite regularly 
over the past century and a half, with about ten previous schemes visible in the two 
most complete cross-sections’. She went on to recommend ‘to retain at least some 
evidence of the existing paint layers during any restoration work or repainting of the coat 
of arms, as parts of the shield bear evidence of important historic paint schemes.2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 Rodwell, K., ‘Archaeological investigations at the Yelde Hall, Chippenham 2001-2’, for 

North Wiltshire District Council, October 2003. 
 
2
 Coat of Arms, Yelde Hall and Council Chamber, Chippenham Report Jane Davies 

Conservation Architectural Paint Research 
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Yelde Hall side porch with newly painted Town Crest  


