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The Neeld family name has been closely associated with North Wiltshire ever since Joseph Neeld 
was elected in 1830 as one of the two MP's of the rotten borough of Chippenham, a position that he 
held for the next seven elections until his death in 1856. Born in Hendon, Middlesex in 1789, the 
eldest of ten children to Joseph Neeld the Elder and his wife Mary Bond, he followed his father's 
profession and joined  Neeld and Fludgate in Norfolk Street (near the Strand) in London, a firm of 
solicitors, of which his father was a partner. However his life changed forever at the age of 38, when 
he inherited a vast fortune on the death in 1827 of his mother's uncle, Mr. Philip Rundell. This 
inheritance enabled Joseph Neeld the Younger to buy the Manor of Grittleton ( Grittleton House 

pictured left), to marry (briefly) into the 
nobility, become a local MP, construct 
the Neeld Hall and rebuild houses in 
many North Wiltshire villages. So who 
was Philip Rundell and where did his 
enormous wealth come from? Certainly 
not from his parents, Richard Rundell 
(1709-1776), a surgeon, and his wife, 
Anne Ditcher (1710-1759).  Philip was 
born in Norton St. Phillip in Somerset in 
1746, one of the youngest children of a 
large family, whose then tenuous claim to 
fame was that Philip's eldest brother, 
Thomas Rundell (1733-1800), was 
married to Maria Rundell, nee Ketleby 
(1745-1828). She had assembled a 
collection of recipes and household 

management advice for her daughters into a volume entitled “Domestic Cookery”, which was 
published by John Murray of Albemarle Street in 1805 and sold in large numbers. Philip was also 
distantly related to the well known novelist and printer, Samuel Richardson (1689-1761), regarded as 
the father of the modern novel, whose eldest daughter Mary (1735-1783) was married to Philip's 
maternal uncle, Philip Ditcher (1720-1757).   
 
Philip Rundell was educated nearby in Bath and in 1760 was apprenticed to Mr. William Rogers, an 
eminent jeweller and goldsmith in that city. Having served his apprenticeship, he moved to London in 
1769, where he was introduced to William Pickett (1736-1796), a silversmith, who had gone into 
partnership with his father-in-law William Theed l, a fishing-tackle maker who had subsequently 
retired in 1762, at an establishment at the sign of the Golden Salmon at 32 Ludgate Hill. Rundell was 
engaged as a shopman (i.e. salesman) to William Pickett at a salary of £20 per annum and slept in a 
small dark inner attic on the 4th. Floor. He was to continue to live over the shop for most of his life. 
There is a water-colour of 32 Ludgate Hill in 1826 by John Clement Meade which is housed in the 
Corporation of London Guildhall Library (illustrated on the back page). 
 
Pickett became increasingly absorbed in a political career and was elected an Alderman in the City of 
London in 1782, Sheriff in 1784 and Lord Mayor in 1790, which gave Rundell, plainly an ambitious 
man, the opportunity to get a firm foothold in the business. In December 1781 a freak fatal accident 
involving Pickett's youngest daughter Elizabeth, when her clothes caught fire, affected Pickett so 
deeply, that he withdrew from active participation in the business and offered Rundell a partnership. In 
1786 Rundell bought out Pickett, using capital borrowed from family members, probably his eldest 
brother Thomas.  
 
Shortly afterwards Rundell offered a partnership to John Bridge (1755-1834), who was born in 
Piddletrentshide, near Dorchester in Dorset, the son of a prosperous tenant farmer and, like Rundell, 
a former apprentice of William Rogers in Bath. Bridge had moved to London to become Rundell's 
shopman. He had left to further his career in a business in Bond Street, but in 1788 was persuaded to 
return on the offer of a partnership that was styled as Rundell & Bridge. From this point the firm grew 
in prosperity and in 1797 it purchased the firm of John Duval & Sons of London, hitherto jewellers to 



King George III. In 1804 the firm was given the position of principal royal goldsmiths and jewellers, 
which meant that the firm was given the warrant to supply the crown with plate, jewels, medals, 
insignia and other works in ormolu and bronze.   
 
In 1802 Rundell and Bridge opened their first silver workshop in Lime Kiln Lane, Greenwich under the 
direction of the silversmith Benjamin Smith II (1764-1823) and the designer Digby Scott (1763-1816), 
both of whom became well-known artists in silverware. By the time this workshop closed in 1813, the 
firm had opened up another one at Dean Street, Soho under a subsidiary partnership with Paul Storr, 
one of the most talented silversmiths of the nineteenth century. This workshop continued to operate 
until 1834, but Storr left the partnership in 1819 to establish his own workshops off Grays Inn Road 
and later in Bond Street, after which Rundell entered his own hallmark. 
 
Agents of Rundell's operated across Europe and beyond – in Vienna, St. Petersburg, Constantinople, 
Alexandria, Baghdad and Calcutta – and consignments of jewels were regularly sent to China. They 
had a stable of artists to provide designs and models for plate, including John Flaxman (1755-1826), 
who in 1821 designed the firm's most celebrated work, the Shield of Achilles, now in the Royal 
Collection; Thomas Stothard (1755-1834), painter and engraver; and Edward Hodges Baily (1788-
1867), the firm's chief designer until 1833, who in 1838 sculpted a marble portrait bust of Philip 
Rundell. It was commissioned posthumously by Joseph Neeld and stands today in room 19 of the 
National Portrait Gallery. At its height the firm employed up to a thousand out-workers. 
 
Over the life of the partnership up to Philip Rundell's retirement, there were several name changes, as 
new partners came, bringing more capital into the business. In 1805 Edmund Waller Rundell (1768-
1857), the son of Philip Rundell's brother Thomas, became a partner and the partnership became 
Rundell, Bridge & Rundell; in 1808 Thomas Bigge (1766-1851), the son of Rundell's eldest sister 
Elizabeth and Edmund Rundell's brother-in-law, also joined the partnership, to be followed in 1817 on 
his marriage by John Gawler Bridge (1787-1849), who had joined the firm in 1804, a nephew of 
Rundell's partner John Bridge.   
 
Philip Rundell suffered increasingly from chronic ill-health and in September 1823 he retired from the 
business. 32 Ludgate Hill had long been his established place of residence, but when he withdrew 
from there, he took a house in the Crescent, New Bridge Street, Blackfriars. On his retirement he 
went to live in a cottage at 20 South Bank, Regents Park, which belonged to his mistress, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Wartridge, in order to be closer to his medical advisors. He died there in February 1827 and 
he is buried in a vault in the churchyard of St. Mary's Hendon – the area of North London where 
Joseph Neeld the Elder, his wife Mary Bond, who was the daughter of John Bond and Rundell's 
eldest and favourite sister Susannah, and their family lived (they are all buried in another family vault 
in the same churchyard).  
 
Philip Rundell rewrote his will just six months before he died and Joseph Neeld the Younger was one 
of his executors and his residuary legatee. Philip Rundell never married and, although he left many 
considerable sums to his siblings' extended families, friends, chosen charities and employees, the 
residue of his estate of approx. £1.5 million that came to Joseph Neeld the Younger was 
considerable. Rundell had taken a liking to his great-nephew, so he appointed Neeld, who had put his 
legal career into abeyance, to deal with Rundell's affairs and answer his correspondence. Neeld is 
said to have managed them efficiently and cared for Rundell during the last thirteen years of his life, 
for which he was amply rewarded. The gentlemen at Doctors' Commons, where the will was proved, 
swore that it was the largest sum that had ever been registered there.  
 
John Bridge died in 1834 while still a partner and the firm ceased trading in 1843, when Garrard & Co 
was appointed Crown Jewellers, and the partnership was formally dissolved in 1845. The building in 
Ludgate Hill was demolished in 1890.  
 
There are many reasons why the firm was so successful. Firstly Rundell as the senior partner was 
very astute in the choice of his first co-partner, John Bridge. According to an unpublished manuscript 
written in the 1840's by George Fox, who was employed by the firm as shopman from 1806 until 
1843, the two partners were of complementary personalities, but it became a winning combination. 
They were dubbed with the names of Oil and Vinegar - Bridge (Oil) was calm and cultivated, with an 
urbane business manner, who dealt with the firm's most important customers; Rundell (Vinegar) was 
rough in manner, an irascible despot, strict on discipline, who managed the shop with a devoted 



attention to business and drove hard bargains with suppliers. They were both bachelors and, unlike 
their rivals, they both lived parsimoniously and ploughed their money back into the firm. 
 
The firm was also well served by John Bridge's royal connections. His cousin, another John Bridge, 
was a farmer at Winford Eagle in Dorset. He was called upon to entertain King George III who was in 
Weymouth with the Royal family, recuperating after his first serious illness in 1788-89.  He was able to 
discuss modern farming methods with the King, who was passionately interested in agriculture. In fact 
the King arranged for a flock of his merino sheep to be driven down to Dorset from his farm in 
Windsor, as a mark of his royal favour. John Bridge the farmer asked the King to give royal support to 
his cousin's business in Ludgate Hill, and on his return to London King George sent for John Bridge 
the jeweller and presented him to Queen Charlotte and other members of the Royal Family. His 
demeanour so pleased the whole Royal Family that he was invited back. 
 
From that point John Bridge attended at court virtually every day and the acquaintance probably led to 
the firm being given the royal patronage. The firm flourished as the Prince of Wales, later Prince 
Regent and King George IV, in particular, built up an enormous collection of jewels and plate acquired 
from Rundell's. George IV's doctor, Sir Henry Halford, believed that his poor circulation was due to the 
weight of rings and bracelets on his hands and wrists,  
rather than his obesity. George IV's commissions to jewellers, particularly Rundell’s, were an 
important aspect of his patronage of the arts. He was particularly generous in giving jewellery to the 
women in his life – his mother, governess, sisters and sisters-in-law, daughter and female friends. He 
also amassed collections for display purposes at his homes at Carlton House, Windsor Castle, 
Brighton Pavilion and Buckingham Palace, including the Grand Service, which was made up of 4,000 
pieces of plate, commissioned through Rundell's, which is largely intact today and is used for state 
banquets, an example of which is illustrated left. 

   
The rise in the firm's growth also followed the political and 
economic fortunes of the day. At the end of the eighteenth 
century there was a flood of émigrés fleeing to England 
from the French Revolution, who needed to sell their 
jewels. Many jewellers refused to consider them, fearing 
that there would be no market for them, but Rundell's 
bought them at low prices, broke them up and had them 
remounted by a team of the firm's workmen and designers 
and then sold them at high prices. Rundell himself had a 
good eye for a gemstone's quality and was quick to spot 
any flaws in the stones.  
 
Ironically, the years of the Napoleonic Wars were a period 
of economic prosperity in England and the landed 
aristocracy spent conspicuously and were assertive in their 
display of wealth. In addition triumphant military & naval 
officers were rewarded with presentation swords, 
commemorative medals, trophies and decorations; there 
were celebratory dinners, culminating in the banquet given 
by the Corporation of London in the Guildhall on 18 June 
1814 for the Prince Regent, the Emperor of Russia and the 

King of Prussia to celebrate the signing of the Treaty of Paris on 30 May and again in 1816 after the 
final peace settlement at the Congress of Vienna.  
 
Rundell's offered generous credit terms (which was common in the trade), but their liquidity was 
bolstered by a new type of customer, the corporate body, like the Patron's Fund, where payment was 
assured, because money had already been raised. Many military pieces were bought from this Fund, 
which was founded at a meeting at Lloyd's Coffee House at the Royal Exchange London, in July 
1803, following the breakdown of the Peace of Amiens. The Fund set up a national subscription, 
strongly supported by Lloyd's members, which was used to vote money to those wounded in action, to 
dependants of those killed, and also to give awards of merit in the form of money, silver and 
presentation swords.  
 



Continental shuttle diplomacy was at its peak and each appointment required the full panoply of 
introductions at court – dress uniforms with diamond buttons, dress swords, presentation gold boxes 
and the supply, and hire, of sets of plate dinner services. With the benefit of their royal connections, 
Rundell's were on the crest of a wave and it was during the Regency period that the firm reached the 
pinnacle of its success. 
 
The firm also displayed a new sense of showmanship and clever publicity. In 1807 the interior of the 
shop in Ludgate Hill, originally a four-storey brick-fronted town house, was opened up into showrooms 
on two floors, which for instance enabled major new orders for the Prince Regent to be advertised 
and displayed. During the Georgian era, plate glass windows had replaced bottle bottoms of old, 
enabling shop owners to display their wares to entice the public into their shops. Window-shopping 
had become the new pastime for all classes. Lying on the axis between the City and the West End 
and on the processional route to St. Paul's Cathedral, Ludgate Hill was decorated for royal birthdays 
with illuminations and flags and was not yet blighted by railway lines. The shop was well placed to 
cater for customers, for whom fashionable shopping was an agreeable escape from the bustling 
streets.  
 
The selling methods of Rundell's were to offer the goods of several designers, not just those from his 
own workshop, which was the practice under the old Guild system. They went further – they set up 
workshops as separate concerns under the management of already well-established producers of 
goods of the highest quality. The firm turned round the market for jewellery and silver, so that it was 
driven by supply, rather than demand. They made many items on a speculative basis to exhibit in 
their shop. Their vast team of artists, modellers and makers exerted influence on the decorative arts 
for many years to come and their agents in Europe, Asia & America had extensive networks. 
 
The firm also developed a strong line in promoting itself. There was also a steady flow of positive 
stories in The Times about Rundell's, which suggests a carefully nurtured relationship with the 
newspaper. Although the jewellery side of their business was the most lucrative, the silverware side 
was the one for which they became most widely known and the one for which the firm is best known 
today. Their practice of stamping the silver they sold with a Latin inscription advertising their royal 
appointment (“Rundell, Bridge et Rundell aurifices regis Londoni fecerunt”) was a highly effective form 
of marketing. 
   
Soon after Philip Rundell's death the firm went into decline and again it was partly linked to the 
country's fortunes. Fashions and tastes changed. By 1843 smart shoppers had deserted the City and 
after the death in 1830 of George IV (“their greatest patron and best friend”), who was a fashion 
leader, royal patronage declined under William IV, who had a professed impatience with his brother's 
“knick knackery”.  Under the firm's partnership agreement it had been agreed that on its expiry Philip 
Rundell's share of the business could be withdrawn over a six-year period. After his death in 1827, 
litigation between Joseph Neeld and the remaining partners ensured that the capital continued to be 
extracted from the firm in annual payments. The death in 1834 of Rundell's erstwhile partner, John 
Bridge, represented a further depletion of the firm's assets. In the 1820''s the younger partners had 
dabbled in some unwise overseas investments, which were far removed from the business of making 
and selling luxury goods. They were making plans to dissolve the firm in 1840 and the slow process of 
liquidating the remaining stock was completed in 1843.  
 
However Philip Rundell's fortune had been made and his rise is recorded in an account of his life in 
“The Annual Biography and Obituary for the Year 1828” that was published in that year. The author 
describes the subject in more favourable terms than in three other accounts of his life - by George 
Fox (referred to above), by W Doran, an account written in 1827 by another employee of the firm, and 
then in an anonymous memoir written in 1827. To give some idea of the scale of Rundell's  fortune, 
there was a list published in 2007 by Philip Beresford and William D Rubinstein entitled “The Richest 
of the Rich, the Wealthiest 250 People in Britain since 1066”, and Philip Rundell occupied position 
number 163. On Rundell's death in 1827 Joseph Neeld became by far the largest beneficiary of his 
enormous estate and history records how the course of history was changed in both of the boroughs 
of Hendon and Chippenham, where there are still many thoroughfares named after descendants of 
the Neeld family. 
 
 
 



 
 

The silversmiths shop of Philip Rundell in Ludgate Hill, London 


