
The Little George Inn 
 

 
 
It is generally thought that the Little George Inn was established in 1784, when it 
appears on Powell's Map of that year. It is not shown on the previous Town Map of 
1772.  The original buildings were completely destroyed by a fire in 1903. The Inn 
was immediately rebuilt to the architects design as shown above. This included a 
stable block.  The Inn was originally situated at the extreme limit of the Borough 
Boundary, and there were Turnpike Gates at the entrance to Langley Road and 
the entrance to Malmesbury Road. The house occupied by the Turnpike Keeper was 
situated in the comer section of what is now St. Paul's. 
 
It is not known how the Little George got its name; it is possible that it was named 
after Prince George (later Prince Regent and then King George IV) son of King 
George HI who could be construed as being Big George. There was a Public House in 
the High Street known locally as the Big George.   
 

Tragic Fire in 1903 

A destructive fire took place in the early morning of December 20 th 1903, resulting 
in the total destruction of the Little George Hotel, and unfortunately the death of a 
servant. The residents of the hotel consisted of Mr and Mrs Turner (landlord and 
landlady), Mr Turner's mother, the barmaid, a female servant and a stable lad Bert 
Banks. 

Mr and Mrs Turner had just retired to bed, about quarter past twelve when they 
smelt smoke, and on getting out of bed Mr Turner found the staircase leading from 
the bar in flames. He returned to the bedroom, smashed the window, on the sill of 
which he placed his wife and mother, and called loudly for assistance. By good 



fortune Mr Thomas Hathaway who was Lieutenant of Chippenham Fire Brigade and 
his brother were at work in their father's works, and heard the screams of the two 
ladies and procured a ladder and rescued them from their perilous position. In a 
moment the whole of the bar of the hotel was a mass of flames and it was with great 
difficulty that the barmaid and servant were rescued.  

The stable lad was known to be in a back bedroom and Lieutenant Hathaway at 
great risk to his own life, entered the room full of smoke but found no one in the 
bed. The flames had extended to that part of the building and so he made a 
hasty retreat. When the fire was discovered the siren was sounded and the bell 
rang. The fire brigade arrived promptly and did what they could to contain the 
flames, but the fire was so intense that they were unable to save the building. The 
supply of water from the town main was not sufficient and it had to be 
supplemented by a supply from the bacon factory nearby. The firemen were 
successful in containing the fire to just the hotel. There was a large crowd in 
attendance watching the operation. 
 
When the fire was extinguished the charred remains of the stable lad was found 
in the debris under the bedroom. The damage to the property was estimated at 
£2500 and to Mr Turner whose whole personal property was completely destroyed 
about £1500. 
 
The Town Council at a subsequent meeting moved that a letter be sent to 
Lieutenant Hathaway expressing their thanks for his noble efforts in trying to save 
the lad. Later reports stated that he had gone to the wrong room to find the lad. 

Before New Road was laid out, coaches and horses had to go up Monkton Hill, 
along Old Road to the junction occupied by the Little George, hence the need for 
stables. The hotel was completely rebuilt in 1905 with a stable block to the rear of 
the hotel.  The stables were demolished in 1970 to make way for the new link road 
from Park Lane to New Road. 
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