
The Town Mill  

 by Donald Little 
 

The Town Mill stood at the north end of Chippenham Bridge on the River Avon.  An 
eight foot head of water was provided by a weir across the river and controlled by 
sluice gates which regulated the flow of water to the breast-shot wheel. 

It is known from the Domesday Book that there were twelve mills in Chippenham. 
The parish then embraced Stanley and other mills. 

An interesting item of information which was supplied by Mr Daniel Collen is as 
follows:- 

“December the 8th 1670. Received then of Gabriel Playterd the sum of forty and five 
pounds in money the accounts in full satisfaction of half a year’s rent due at 
Michaelmas last for Chippenham Mills and received in full by me E.J.W. Baynton” 

From A.D.1671, the Chippenham Mill belonged to Edward Baynton of Spye Park, 
and the family sold it in 1800.  Esmead Edridge of Monkton owned it in 1810.  A fire 
destroyed the building in December 1816 and it was rebuilt in 1817. From that time 
the affairs of the mill were in the hands of three generations of Collens.  At the end of 
the 1914-18 war the mill was owned by Messrs Pound, Tayler & Collen, then later by 
Spillers under the name of Hosegood Industries Ltd.   The last owners until 
December 1956 were H.R. & S. Sainsbury of Trowbridge.  The foreman of the mill 
was Mr A.D.Walker who lived at the top of Monkton Hill.  The Collens family lived in 
the large house at the bottom of Monkton Hill now occupied by Gough’s the 
solicitors. 

Before the mill was demolished two pairs of French Burr Stones used in the mill were 
sold to a firm in Southern Rhodesia for grinding ground nuts. 

The houses in St. Marys Place adjacent to Monkton Hill were built in 1840 and were 
for workers at the mill.  Number 1 St Marys Place was called the Mechanics Institute 
and was used by the union. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Town Mill 

  Then  

 

And Now

 


	The Town Mill
	by Donald Little
	The Town Mill
	Then


